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I’m excited to kick this series off today, because it’s exciting for us to go back to the 

fundamentals. Typically during the months of July and August, what we’ve done is gone over 

“Things your pastor wants you to know.” And that has afforded us the opportunity to talk about 

some specific topics that relate to our campus. Two years ago we talked a lot about suffering 

and some things we were dealing with as a body of believers, and we needed to address that in 

a way to where we spoke to it from God’s Word. Last year we looked some practical issues of 

the church and what it meant to be a part of the body of Christ, just because that’s where we 

were in the life of our congregation.  

 

And as the preaching team was preparing this year, we began to pray, “God, what do You want 

us to teach Your people from the Word?” And we realized we’re growing. So many things are 

going on. We’re growing out wide, but as we grow out wide we need to make sure we are also 

growing deep. We need to make sure that as we’re building our building, we are building 

ourselves up theologically, that we know what we believe and why we believe it. So over the 

next eight weeks we’re going to be looking specifically at God’s Word, at some of these specific 

topics that you have given us your feedback on. We did a survey a few months ago, we gave 

you a list of things to choose from, and these were the top topics or theological foundations 

you wanted to have addressed from God’s Word.  

 

The primary purpose is not only to build you up and give you an understanding of the 

fundamentals, but another primary purpose of this series is to equip you to share the gospel. 

Many of you are having conversations with people that you’ve been praying for, people you are 

actively sharing the gospel with in your family, your co-workers, your neighbors. And we hope 

that these sermon topics that we’re going to go over will open the door for you to share the 

gospel with them. So what I want to do as we get started is I want to take a look at all the 
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different topics we’re going to address. You may want to jot these down, because one of them 

may be particularly relevant to a conversation you're having in your home or maybe with a co-

worker.  

 

To start off the series today we’re going to be talking about Jesus, about the uniqueness of 

Christianity, what makes it distinctive, by looking at Philippians 2:5-11. Then next week, on July 

20, Jay’s going to be back with us and he’s going to be talking about the Bible. Why is the Bible 

important? Why should I study the Bible? Can I trust the Bible? Is it inerrant? Is it authoritative 

for my life? So Jay’s going to be drilling down into that issue, which is so relevant for us in our 

time and our culture. 

 

Then on the 27th we’re going to be talking about guilt and forgiveness. Something that we 

always see as part of this congregation especially is that we have folks coming in with a back-

story. They’re carrying a lot of baggage. They’re carrying guilt and shame. What do they do with 

it? They take it to the cross, and we’re going to look and see, what do you do with your guilt 

and your shame? How do you find forgiveness in Christ? Then the next week we’re going to be 

talking about the church. What does it mean to be a part of the body of Christ? Why is it 

important for me to be involved in that? Why is it important for me to join the church? Can’t I 

just be a spectator in what’s going on? We’re going to look at 1 Corinthians 12 and talk about 

the body of Christ. 

 

On August 10th we’re going to talk about, is being a good person enough? Does that put me in 

a right relationship with God? Is it enough to be a good moral Christian that looks the part? 

We’re going to talk about that in Mark 10:17-31. Then on the 17th, one of the weightier topics 

in this series is, what happens in this life and the next if my neighbor dies without Christ? We’re 

going to talk about the urgency of eternity, and the fact that the people we’re with—in our 

family, our co-workers, our neighbors—if they die without knowing Christ, they will spend an 

eternity in hell. We’re going to talk through that by looking at Luke 16. 
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Then on the 24th we’re going to address one of the questions that’s been asked for all of 

history: why does God allow pain and suffering? How does that fit into His plan and His purpose 

for our lives? So as you can tell, over the next few weeks we are going to be addressing some 

weighty topics. So be prayerful about this. Study ahead of time, when you see these Scriptures 

in the email blast every week. Make sure that you’re writing those down and praying through 

them, and praying for the people you may need to bring to be a part of what’s going on here 

each Sunday. 

 

But today, like I mentioned, we’re going to start off in Philippians 2, verses 5 through 11, and 

we’re going to ask, “What’s so unique about Christianity? What is distinctive about the 

Christian faith? How is it separate from all of the other world religions? We’re not going to do a 

comparative religion class. I’m not going to break down everything that all other world religions 

teach, but instead what I’m going to do is I’m going to lift high Jesus in this passage, in 

Philippians 2:5-11, so that you have a true understanding of who He is and what make Him 

distinctive. 

 

We’re going to look in this passage at three distinctive marks of Christianity and the person of 

Jesus Christ. So if you would, stand with me now in honor of God’s Word, as we read Philippians 

2:5-11.  

 

5 Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus, 6 who, existing in the form of 

God, did not consider equality with God as something to be used for His own 

advantage. 7 Instead He emptied Himself by assuming the form of a slave, taking 

on the likeness of men. And when He had come as a man in His external form, 8 

He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death—even to death 

on a cross. 9 For this reason God also highly exalted Him and gave Him the name 

that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
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bow—of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth—11 and 

every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father.  

 

“He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death—even to death on a cross.” 

Will you pray with me? Father God, we thank You for Your Word. We thank You for how You’ve 

revealed Yourself to us, and we thank You that You have come to us in the person of Jesus 

Christ. My prayer today is that Your name would be lifted high, so that people would be drawn 

to You. Lord, if there is somebody in this room today that does not know You, who the veil is 

over their eyes and their ears are not able to hear the gospel, I pray that by Your Spirit You 

would open their eyes, You would unlock their ears, so that they would hear the truth of the 

gospel and respond, and You would save them for eternity. And God, for those of us who are in 

this room that know You, encourage and convict and equip us by the teaching of Your Word, so 

that we may go out of this place and glorify You in everything we say and everything that we do. 

So Lord, thank You for this Word, and bless our reading and understanding of it today. It’s in 

Christ’s name I pray, Amen. 

 

So as we get started in this passage today, looking in verses 5 through 11, it’s important for us 

to understand the context of what’s going on in chapter 2 in the book of Philippians. Philippians 

was written by Paul to the church at Philippi, and as we get into the second chapter, Paul is 

specifically addressing the issue of humility in the congregation. There were some factions that 

were popping up in the church. There was some division that was happening.  

 

So Paul, being the good pastor/shepherd/leader of the people, is writing them a letter to 

combat this divisiveness and what’s going on in the church. And he’s telling them to be unified. 

He’s telling them to strive for unity. And here in the opening four verses of the chapter, he gives 

us something that’s very instructive, because he shows us that there really cannot be unity in 

body of believers unless there is humility. I’ll say that again, because I think it’s important. 
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There can be no unity in the body of Christ unless there is humility among the people. So Paul 

here is calling for the people to be unified and to be humble.  

 

And as he’s explaining this, he points to the example of Jesus, and that’s where we pick up our 

text for today by looking at verse 5, where he says, “Make your own attitude that of Christ 

Jesus.” So he’s telling them, “Hey, don’t have rivalries, don’t be full of conceit, put others’ 

needs in front of your own, think of others first, and hey, you have an example of how to do 

this. Look to Jesus. Make your attitude, make your life, like that of Jesus Christ.”  

 

So he takes us on this bridge here in verse 5, and he launches in to verses 6 through 11 by 

reminding the people of an early church hymn. Verses 6 through 11 was probably an early 

church liturgy or a hymn that was recited in a lot of their early churches. We don’t know who 

wrote it, we don’t know the author or where it came from, but very early on in the church the 

people would recite this and affirm who Jesus was and worship Him. So Paul is using this as an 

illustration and calling the people to humility and unity.  

 

And I think it’s fitting today that I’m the one that gets to preach on one of the earliest church 

hymns that’s ever been in existence—because if you know me, I love hymns. I often try to get 

Jeremy to put a nice big organ over here, but I’ve continually been refuted. But I just think it’s 

fitting that I get to be the one to talk about hymns today. So we’re going to look through this 

hymn, and as we look through verses 6 through 11, you will see three distinctive marks of 

Christianity in the person of Jesus Christ.  

 

You see that first in verses 6 through the first part of verse 7. The distinctive mark is Christ’s 

humility. So Paul says, “Jesus, who, existing in the form of God, did not consider equality with 

God as something to be used for His own advantage.” I want to stop right there, because there 

are two important things that are being said, that are being declared in the early part of this 

hymn. The first is that Jesus was existing in the form of God. What does that mean? Does that 
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mean that Jesus was like God, or that they were similar, but Jesus was not really exactly the 

same?  

 

We can maybe pick that up from the word “form,” but that’s not what the text is saying. 

Because in the Greek the word “form” conveys is that Jesus was truly in the essence and nature 

of God. So Jesus is pre-existent here. That is what is being said in this part of the verse. He’s 

existed in all time. There was never a time when He was not. Jesus is God. And this hymn is 

making that bold declaration from the start. So Jesus starts in the glory of glories, and we see 

that He did not consider equality with God as something to be used for His own advantage.  

 

What does that mean? Well, if you look at other world religions at the time, especially in the 

time of Jesus—the Roman gods, the Greek mythology—the gods that were present were very 

capricious. They were angry. They would use their power in abusive ways. They would use it for 

their own advantage. They would abuse their powers. They would sit up on a cloud and throw 

lightning bolts down to smite the unbelievers. But this is a distinctive of Jesus here that we see, 

that He did not use His power as God, the fact that He was God, for His own advantage, to 

better His own name’s sake. 

 

Instead, He used it to serve us. Where we pick up in verse 7, it says, “Instead, He emptied 

Himself by assuming the form of a slave, taking on the likeness of men.” If you read 2 

Corinthians 8:9, it talks about how, “Though He was rich, He became poor for our sake, so that 

we may become rich in Him.” Jesus comes to us in the Incarnation—this is our “Christmas in 

July” point in the text—the Incarnation where Jesus steps down from His eternal glory in 

heaven and comes to earth and becomes the God/Man, what we celebrate every December. 

Jesus is God in the flesh. 

 

This is an extraordinary thing, and as I was reading to prepare this week I was reading a sermon 

by a well-known pastor, and he told the story of how whenever he teaches this passage, he’s 
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always taken back to the birth of his firstborn child, just the wonder and awe of the moment 

that he had when he first held his daughter. He said he remembered how just helpless and tiny 

she was, and how he looked at her and recognized that she was utterly dependent upon him 

and his wife to provide food, to provide clothing, to provide all these things. 

 

You’ve seen a newborn baby before. You’ve held a newborn before, or you’ve seen it, and you 

see how tiny they. And I think about when I first held Wyatt. Now, Wyatt wasn’t very tiny—he 

was ten pounds, so it was like holding a small sack of potatoes—but nonetheless I still 

remembered and recognized the fact that I’m looking at this child and he’s crying, and it just 

hits you. He’s dependent upon you for all things. You’re going to provide all the clothing. You’re 

going to provide housing. All these things hit you. 

 

And this pastor says, you think about how helpless a baby is, and you recognize that God came 

in the flesh and dwelt in such a way, He humbled Himself in such a way, that He became a 

human being. Think about that for a minute. It’s mind-blowing. And it says there in verse 7 that 

He emptied Himself. And sometimes people get confused about this, and they think, “Did Jesus 

give up His divinity? When He became a man, did He lose His divinity?” No, that’s not what it’s 

saying at all.  

 

But the text is telling us that God in the flesh, Jesus, laid aside His glory and took on humanity. 

He laid aside His glory so that He could experience all that we would experience as human 

beings. So the distinctive mark of Christianity, the first distinctive mark, is Christ’s humility. He 

did not just stay up in the glory of heaven and use His power for His own advantage, but He 

came in the flesh and dwelt among us. This is not a far-off, distant God—this is a God who lived 

among us. It’s a powerful thing. 

 

But the humility of Christ didn’t just stop with His incarnation. It didn’t just stop with Him 

becoming a man and living a sinless life. As we continue on in verse 7, the second part of verse 
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7, it says, “And when He had come as a man,” in His external form, “He humbled Himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death.” We see here that this Savior, the One who came 

from the glory on high, came in the form of a baby, lived a human life, and was like us in every 

way, although He was sinless. He even went ahead of us unto death. 

 

You ask most people what their greatest fear is, and it’s probably going to be death or it’s going 

to be public speaking. You can look at the survey results for that and see. But all of us have this 

innate curiosity and fear about what is to come at death. But in the person of Jesus we know 

that He has gone ahead of us and He has experienced it and tasted death. So in that regard we 

can look to what Hebrews 4:15 says, “And we know that we have a great High Priest that can 

sympathize with us in all of our weaknesses.” Because He has done it all. He has lived the entire 

human life, and He has gone even unto death. 

 

Which leads us to our second point, the second distinctive mark of Christianity, which is Christ’s 

humiliation. Not only did He humble Himself to the point of death by becoming obedient to the 

point of death, but even to death on a cross. And here we see the humiliation of Christ, because 

the cross was not an easy death. It was not a quick execution. We have the cross here and we 

celebrate the victory of the cross, the Christ triumphed over the power of our sin by dying on 

our behalf, and we see it and we celebrate it. You see people wearing crosses, and it’s become 

a symbol in Christian life, as it should be. 

 

But you do have to remember that to the early church, to the people of the first century, the 

cross was not a mark of celebration. It was a mark of shame. Not to get into all the gory details 

of the crucifixion, but the very basics of a crucifixion that took place under Roman rule: a 

person would be stripped naked, they would be beaten to the point of death--sometimes 

they’d even die from the beating—and then they would be taken and they would be nailed to 

two wooden planks in the form of a cross. And as they were nailed to the cross, they were 
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positioned in such a way that they would die a slow, excruciating death by suffocation. This was 

a shameful way to die. 

 

And even above that, it’s not like this was an execution that took place in a back corner with 

just the executioner and the one being executed. No, Jesus was crucified in public. We know 

from what the Gospels tell us that He was mocked. He was scorned by the Jewish people who 

reviled Him and said, “Save Yourself, if You are truly the Son of God.” He died in front of His 

mother. He died in front of His friends. He died a humiliating death. 

 

And when you think about this, where we started at the beginning of this hymn, the beginning 

of the Christ-hymn in verse 6, that He was in the form of God. This was God who existed in the 

eternal glory. He humbled Himself to the point of becoming a man, to serve us, and then He 

went even further, as Mark 10:45 says, where He came to serve and be a ransom for many. He 

died a humiliating death on the cross in our place, bearing our sins. This is not what you would 

expect from a deity, from the God/Man. You would expect glory and honor and victory. But 

instead He humbled Himself and served us and took on our sins on the cross.  

 

And here we get to the low point of the hymn, and I’m speculating, but I imagine if they sang 

this or recited it together, that they would pause. They would almost be like when we sing “In 

Christ Alone,” and we sing, “There in the ground His body lay.” And it almost gets quiet, it 

almost settles out, because we reflect on the death and the weight of what happened when 

Christ died for us. We don’t really expect what’s coming next, and this is what makes the third 

distinctive mark of Christianity. It is the exaltation of Christ, in verses 9-11. 

 

Now sure, with all deities you see some type of exaltation. You see all different types of 

religious figures that are exalted. But why are they exalted? It’s because of their power, or 

maybe it’s because of their wise teaching, or the fact that they lived such a good life that it was 

to be imitated. They were exalted because of the things they had done or successes they had 
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achieved. And you think about what we determine to be success in our culture. It’s successful 

people, people who have done things that are great. We exalt them for the things they have 

done. 

 

Nobody would have expected a deity, the God/Man, to come and die. But this is what happens 

in God’s economy. It’s all flipped. The way we look at things are changed, because God exalts 

Jesus—not because He was successful or powerful or because He had led a victorious army—

but He is exalted because He was a suffering servant, because He made Himself humble to the 

point of death on the cross. And we read in verses 9 through 11 a triumphant exaltation from 

God. And it says, “For this reason God highly exalted Him and gave Him the name that is above 

every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow of those who are in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father.” 

 

Jesus is exalted because He is humble and because He was humiliated to the point of death on 

a cross. And now God gives Him the rightful name, the name that is above every name, the 

name of Lord, the name of God in the flesh. He is exalted among us. And then in verses 10 and 

11, where we see that part about every knee bowing and every tongue confessing—this is an 

allusion, a tie-back to Isaiah 45:23, where God Himself says that all will bow in allegiance to 

Him, and all will speak with their tongues an allegiance and praise to Him for His greatness.  

 

So in verse 11, Christ is exalted back to the place where He started in verse 6. He is given the 

name that is above all names, and every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that He is 

Lord to the glory of God the Father. As we see how this hymn progresses, God steps down. He 

is humble, He is humiliated, and He is exalted to the rightful place and given the name above 

every other name. Praise God for the humility and the humiliation and the exaltation of Christ. 

These are the things that mark the distinction from all other world religions. These are the 

points that help us see how we are different from all other faiths in the world.  
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You look at Islam, you look at the faith of Islam. What gets them eternal reward? It’s if they 

follow the Five Pillars of Faith. If they do everything right in the Five Pillars of Faith, maybe God 

then will reward them with the afterlife. Or let’s look at Hinduism. If you look at Hinduism, it’s 

karma. If you do good to others, if you live a just, righteous life, maybe then you will be 

reincarnated to the point to where you can progress upward and maybe someday if you’re so 

good you will get to a transcendent life. You will get above because of what you have done in 

your earthly existence. Or Buddhism, where there really is no god at all. If you live according the 

Four Noble Truths, or the Eightfold Path, and you do these right things, you renounce the right 

things, you follow the right things, then someday maybe you would achieve nirvana. Or 

Mormonism. You get an eternal reward if you live the right moral life and expand your family 

and do everything perfectly, or work towards perfection.  

 

What’s the key theme that you continue to see as you look at these world religions, of if you 

look at any other of them? It’s that it all stands on what you do. It all requires your effort. It all 

requires your work. You have to get to God. You have to get to a transcendent life. You have to 

do this if you want an eternal reward. But the distinctive that we’ve seen in comparison with 

the gospel is that we do not have to get to God out of our own strength. We can’t. Our sin 

prohibits that. We could never get to a holy God because we are sinful people. But God did not 

leave us in our sin. Instead, He came and He rescued us. We don’t have to get to God—God has 

come to us in the person of Jesus Christ.  

 

So what is unique about Christianity? What is different from all the other world religions? It’s 

the gospel. We have the good news that God has come to us in Jesus Christ, that He lived a 

perfect, sinless life. And though He didn’t deserve it, He went to the cross and He died a 

humiliating death so that the punishment, the wage of our sins, would be paid. And He didn’t 

stay dead, but He was resurrected and triumphantly He vindicates us before God, so that 

anybody who places faith in the name of Jesus Christ will be saved for all eternity.  
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Brothers and sisters, what is unique is the gospel, and this is the gift that we have from God and 

that we can respond to and that we can be saved by. So after looking and seeing what is the 

difference between Christianity and other faiths, it’s the gospel. But now the question is, what 

do we do with the gospel? How will we respond to the gospel? Some of you here in this room 

today are thinking that if I do this right, or if I come to church every week, or if I read the Bible 

and if I’m nice to my neighbor at least half the time, God’s going to think I’m good enough to let 

me into heaven. Or you think that God’s going to be happy with you if you do all of these 

things. But don’t fall into the lie that so many have fallen into, that you can do anything to get 

to God.  

 

Instead, accept the offer of free grace. God has come to you, He has given His Son for you, so 

that if you believe in Him you will have life in His name. Today is the day of salvation. Wait no 

longer. Respond and place your faith in Jesus Christ. Confess with your mouth that He is Lord. 

Believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, and as the Scripture says, you will be 

saved. There is no salvation under heaven except by the name of Jesus Christ. You will find no 

hope in any other world religion or any other path to get to eternity. It is only through the cross 

of Christ and His resurrection. So my question for you today is how will you respond to Jesus? 

Would you pray with me?  

 

Father God, we lift high the name of Jesus. And Lord we pray that You would draw all men to 

Yourself. Lord, I pray for the people that are in this room. I pray for the ones that don’t know 

You. I pray that You would rescue them today. Father, so many of us fall into the trap of thinking 

that we can get to you on our own, that we can do something, that we can bring something to 

You that will make You happy with us, that will get an eternal reward from You. But Lord, break 

down our pride and help us to see that we can only be rescued by placing faith in Jesus Christ. 

Lord, draw people to Yourself today. And for us that know you, God, may we live lives of 

humility, lives of following after You so we can glorify You in everything we say and everything 



13 

 
 

© 2014 Brentwood Baptist Church.  All Rights Reserved.  Unauthorized duplication is prohibited by law. 
 
 
 

we do. Lord, we will overcome because of what You have done for us. We love You, and we 

thank You for Christ, and it’s in His name we pray, Amen. 


