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Today is week two of the sermon series we’re going to be looking at in May and June. The title 

is “Simplify,” the idea being there are a lot of important things this time of year that we’re 

thinking about today. It’s Mother’s Day, we’re thinking about our parents, we’re thinking about 

our kids with the end of school and summer coming up. We’ve been talking about the 

importance of praying for the lost.  

 

But the reality we’ve been grappling with as a team—a lot of us have struggles prioritizing those 

very important roles and callings that God has placed on our life. Why? Because we can’t deal 

with the busyness that’s right in front of us. So last week Brian helped you look at the Parable 

of the Soils, to talk about the soil of our heart. This week we’re going to continue to diagnose 

the issue. And as the series goes, we’re going to continue to give you some practical handles, 

ways you can simplify and focus your life to be sure you’re aligning your life with Kingdom 

priorities. 

 

And today we’re going to begin in the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 6:25-34, in just a few 

moments. But today being Mother’s Day, Tanya and I have reminisced about some of the 

conversations we’ve had with our kids over the years. As many of you know, Lexi, our second 

daughter, is the one that things spontaneously tend to come out of her mouth.  

 

I remember one time when she was a little toddler, maybe two and a half or three years old, 

and her baby sister Ella had been born. We’re in the truck going to preschool, and Lexi pipes up 

from the back seat. She may have been just a tad bit jealous of all the attention that her baby 

sister was getting. She said, “Daddy, I wish I could be a baby again.” And I said, “That’s kind of 

unusual, Lexi. Most people want to grow up. Why would you want to be a baby again?” She 



2 

 
 

© 2014 Brentwood Baptist Church.  All Rights Reserved.  Unauthorized duplication is prohibited by law. 
 
 
 

said, “So I can poop in my pants, suck on a pacifier, and be held all day long.” I was like, “You 

know what Lexi? You’re right. I think I want to be a baby again too.” 

 

Then we were talking about another conversation with Lexi a couple years later, when she was 

four or five. Tanya was talking with her and they were in one of these conversations about what 

it means to be a mother. So Lexi says, “I can’t wait to be a mother some day.” And Tanya was 

waiting for that sweet motherly moment, “Because I want to be a mom just like you are,” or 

“Because I’ve seen the way you parented us and I want to do the same for my kids some day.” 

But this is what comes out of Lexi’s mouth. “I can’t wait to be a mother some day, because I 

want to sit around and drink coke all day long and spank my kids whenever I want to.” 

 

What’s so funny about that is my wife doesn’t even drink coke ever. But remember back when 

you were four or five? You used to think, “Man, adults have it made,” right? “They get to eat 

what they want, they’ve got money to spend, they can do whatever they want to with their 

time.” And then you become an adult, and you realize that life is a lot more than just getting to 

do what you want. 

 

As a matter of fact, life is challenging, and life in these times in particular is overwhelming us. I 

read a report a couple years ago from the American Psychological Association that talked about 

the impact of stress and anxiety on our lives. Here are few statistics, so you can see how it’s 

affecting us. 77% of Americans report that they deal with physical symptoms—they get 

physically ill—as a result of stress. And there are 40,000,000 Americans this year who will be 

treated for a stress-related illness. Then, 48% of people—nearly one out of every two of us—

who have lost sleep in the last month because we are so stressed out, which leads us to be 

more tired and more stressed out, and so the spiral ensues. 

 

There are three main causes of stress, according to these surveys. Number one is job pressure, 

number two, closely behind it, is money, and number 3 is health. And you know that a lot of 
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times all three of these kind of end up connected to each other. But here’s what struck me the 

most: 70% of us, seven out of ten of us, will have shortened lifespans if we don’t learn to deal 

with the stress that we face as a part of our culture all the time. It literally is killing us. 

 

So if there was ever a time we needed the wisdom of Jesus to deal with the anxiety and 

pressure and stress that we live under in our culture, it’s now. What He said and taught 2,000 

years ago is as relevant right now as it was then. Will you stand with me in honor of God’s Word 

as we read from Matthew 6, verses 25 through 34 this morning? 

 

25 This is why I tell you: Don’t worry about your life, what you will eat or what 

you will drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Isn’t life more than food 

and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the sky: they don’t sow 

or reap or gather into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Aren’t you 

worth more than they? 27 Can any of you add a single cubit to his height by 

worrying? 28 And why do you worry about clothes? Learn how the wildflowers 

of the field grow: they don’t labor or spin thread. 29 Yet I tell you that not even 

Solomon in all his splendor was adorned like one of these! 30 If that’s how God 

clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and thrown into the furnace 

tomorrow, won't He do much more for you—you of little faith? 31 So don’t 

worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or “What will we 

wear?” 32 For the idolaters eagerly seek all these things, and your heavenly 

Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His 

righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you. 34 Therefore don’t 

worry about tomorrow, because tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 

enough trouble of its own.  

 

“But seek first the kingdom of God.” Speak Lord, for Your servants are listening. Pray with me 

today. Heavenly Father, I thank You for the practical wisdom that Jesus taught us in the Sermon 
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on the Mount, how Your people should live, how You always intended Your people to live. So 

Father I pray as we continue this journey into this series that You would help us to have the 

courage to diagnose the source of our divided heart, the source of our anxiety, so we can live 

with a single-minded devotion and focus on You. We love You Lord. Open our ears and our 

hearts and our lives to you today, and it’s in Your Son’s name we pray, and all God’s people said, 

Amen. 

 

So today we’re going to walk right through this text, because this is one of my favorite texts to 

teach, because Jesus does such a practical job of diagnosing our issue, talking about how we 

begin to grow in our understanding of this issue, and giving us ultimately the antidote for the 

anxiety and the challenges we face. So, if you begin right there in verse 25, we see this phrase, 

“This is why I tell you.”  

 

Now in your translation, it might say, “Therefore...” And any time we see “Therefore,” we have 

to ask, “What’s that therefore there for?” Therefore—that’s like a stop sign when you’re 

studying God’s Word. I know sometimes I’m reading along and my mind kind of drifts a little bit, 

or I’m not getting the point—when you come to a “therefore,” that’s says a point’s about to be 

made based on what was just spoken or told before. 

 

 So let me go back and see what it is. Look with me at verse 24. You have to connect this 

passage to the context of the one preceding it. Verse 24, Jesus says, “No one can be a slave of 

two masters, since either he will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise 

the other. You cannot be slaves of God and of money.” You cannot be slaves at the same time 

of two priorities, of two things. I used to have a mentor who talked about it organizationally, 

but it applies so well to this passage as well. He would say anything with more than one head is 

a monster. You can’t have two bosses in an organization. You can’t have two people that you’re 

trying to please at the same time, because one is always going to take priority over the other.  
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And in the same way, if you try to divide your priorities, it will become a monstrous burden in 

your life. Jesus is more honest with us than we are with ourselves. Why? Because we think that 

we can keep simultaneous priorities going on all at the same time. We delude ourselves. We 

confuse ourselves, and ultimately we frustrate ourselves. Why? Because you can’t do it. In this 

passage where Jesus says, “This is why I tell you,” that’s emphatic in the original language, and 

here’s the  reason why.  

 

Remember that Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount is teaching us what it means to live as 

citizens of the Kingdom of God. And in His day, in the first century, there were three levels of 

rabbis. The basic level rabbi was able to teach God’s Word. The next step up, you're able to 

teach it and you were able to interpret it using all of the centuries of Jewish scholarship and 

rabbinical tradition. But only the highest-level rabbi, the most esteemed, was able to teach a 

passage, interpret it, and give his own interpretation of that. Jesus is even standing on top of 

that, saying, “This is what I say to you.”  

 

In other words, He is giving the truth Himself, which was a radical thing for His audience and a 

radical claim for Him to make. But we need to read that carefully and understand the emphasis 

of this, because Jesus is saying this is important. And then His imperative comes right after it. 

“This is what I say: Don’t worry. Don’t do it. Don’t worry.” Well, sure, Jesus, that’s easy for You 

to say. You’re God, right? You don’t have to worry about what You’re going to wear, what 

You’re going to eat, all those kind of things, ‘cause You’re God.  

 

Well, we need to peel into that word “worry” to understand what Jesus was teaching us. In the 

original language that word of course means anxiety. It’s used in several different ways in the 

New Testament. But the root word is the word merizo, and that root word literally means “to 

divide.” So what Jesus is saying is, “Don’t divide yourself.” In the context of verse 24, “Don’t try 

to serve two masters, or the natural consequence is going to be anxiety. If you don’t follow this 
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truth, you’re going to bring anxiety and stress and worry upon yourself, because your heart is 

divided, and I didn’t make your heart to be divided.” That’s what He’s teaching us. 

 

This word is used several times throughout the New Testament, and any time a word is 

repeated often, especially in the Gospels, we need to pay attention to it. It’s used in Luke 21:34, 

where Jesus is talking about the Second Coming and the need to be on guard and to be 

watchful. He says, “Be on your guard, so that your minds are not dulled from carousing, 

drunkenness, and the worries of life.” What do carousing, partying, drunkenness—what do 

those thing do? They distract us. They’re things that we use to medicate ourselves, to help 

ourselves feel better for a moment, temporarily, so that we’re divided and distracted and not 

thinking about what truly matters. He says, “...or that day will come on you unexpectedly like a 

trap.”  

 

If you go over to Luke 10, this is a passage we’re going to look at in a few weeks in more depth. 

But it’s the famous story of Mary and Martha. Jesus has come to visit, and Martha is busy 

making preparations, being the good host, especially in the Middle East that you were 

supposed to be, while Mary is just sitting around listening to Jesus.  

 

So Martha gets frustrated and asks Jesus to rebuke her, and here’s what Jesus says to her. “The 

Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and upset about many things, but one 

thing is necessary. Mary has made the right choice, and it will not be taken away from her.’” 

Jesus says, “Martha, Martha, you are divided. The problem right now is that you’ve got 

competing priorities, and so you’re wanting to be a good host, and that’s not a bad thing in and 

of itself, but in this situation there is a best thing, and that’s to be in My presence.” That’s an 

important truth for us to understand.  

 

And of course last week Brian took you through the Parable of the Sower in Mark 4. In 

particular in verses 18 and 19, “Other [seeds] are sown among thorns; these are the ones who 
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hear the word, but the worries of this age, the seduction of wealth, and the desires for other 

things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.”  

 

So what is the cause of the frustration for many of us? It’s unfruitful lives. We don’t feel like our 

lives are doing much, that we’re getting anywhere, that we’re just on this treadmill and we’re 

running and we’re running and we’re running. Why? Jesus says, because the Word of God—the 

living, breathing Word of God—is sown into your life, and we allow our hearts to be divided. 

And so the soil of our life isn’t ready to receive the Word so that it will grow and bear the fruit 

that it needs to, because we’re simply too distracted with other things.  

 

There’s good reason that Jesus says, “Don’t worry. Don’t let your heart be divided.” He says, 

“Don’t worry about your life, what you will eat, what you will drink, or your body, what you will 

wear.” We call that “the world’s trinity of cares.” Think about how much time we spend 

worrying about what we eat, drink and wear. Tanya comments to me often these days, with a 

growing family, “I’m to the point that I don’t even enjoy the whole process of eating anymore. I 

don’t like planning for meals, I don’t coupon clipping for meals, I don’t like shopping for food, I 

don’t like preparing food, I don’t like cleaning it up. Why do our kids have to eat three times a 

day?” 

 

Just think about that one topic alone, how much time we spend focused on all those things. 

This being Mother’s Day I was thinking about my own mom. We go back to visit her, and I’m 38 

years old. I don’t think my mother has sat down and eaten an entire meal in 38 years. Because 

after raising three boys, she was always up, always having to get something for somebody. You 

can ask my kids to this day, “Grandma doesn’t sit down when we eat.” She kind of sits down for 

a minute, then she’s up and then she standing and she’s kind of picking and eating. And she just 

at some point finally gave up, and so to this day, even though it’s just her and Dad, most of the 

time she’s on the move when she’s eating. 
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Why? Because it consumes an enormous amount of our time and energy. And if you think 

about these things—it’s not that God doesn’t know that we need them. Jesus makes that clear 

a little later in the passage. But what He’s reminding us of is the fact that in the midst of all the 

priorities of life, there are good things and there are great things. And Jesus wants us to know 

what the priorities are, so that our hearts will be united with His. And so He says, “Don’t let 

your heart be divided. Don’t be consumed with just being on the treadmill, this reductionistic 

view of man, that all we are is what we eat and what we wear, and that’s all that matters.” 

 

The reality for some of us is that it’s not just that we’re worried about having our needs met, 

it’s that we want to live at a certain standard of living. There’s a certain type of food we want to 

eat, a certain kind of restaurant we want to be able to afford, a certain fashion level that gives 

us a status that we want to attain. And that’s what stresses us out. That’s what divides our 

heart. That’s what distracts us from the very best things.  

 

And so Jesus in teaching us these truths reminds us, “Isn’t life more than food, and the body 

more than clothing?” In other words, “I created you in My image. I have intended for you to live 

and think way bigger thoughts than just where’s your next meal coming from, or what fashions 

are you going to be wearing today. I created you for something more. It’s not that these things 

are unimportant, but trust Me, that when you think about why I created you, what I put you 

here on earth to do—all of those things matter, but what matters most is fixing your heart and 

your heart’s attention on Me.” 

 

There’s one commentator who says, “If you think about it, if we’re really honest with ourselves, 

worry is practical atheism and an affront to God.” Why? Because in essence what we’re saying 

when we worry is, “God, I don’t trust You. I don’t trust You to provide. I don’t trust You to care 

for me.”  
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And yet Scripture over and over again affirms that God really does care. Look with me at 1 Peter 

5:6,7. Peter says, “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that He may 

exalt you at the proper time, casting all your care....” Same word as worry and anxiety—casting 

all your care, your anxiety, you give it to Him. Why? “Because He cares for you.” That literally 

means God thinks about you. 

 

Now, I want you to stop for just a minute and think about that truth. Because here’s the reality. 

There are those of us who will read this passage.... I was talking to somebody about this as I was 

praying with them between the services. They believe, so to speak. “Sure, it’s God. He has 

everything. He can take care of everybody, right?” But the doubt that creeps in, is “Does He 

care about me? Does He see and know my needs?” And that’s exactly what Peter is telling us. 

Yes, He knows. Yes, He sees. Psalm 8:4, “Who is man that You are mindful of him, the son of 

man that You care for him?” Your God knows. Your God loves you.  

 

Now will there be times in life when it gets tough? Yes. We’ll talk about that more. That’s the 

way Jesus ends this passage. But understand that our God is a jealous God. Not jealous in the 

sense that you and I get jealous or envious. Not in that sense. But jealous in the sense that God 

will allow your divided heart to be shattered as you pursue other gods, like the god of money 

that Jesus was just talking about in verse 24. Why? Because that god cannot hold your worship. 

That god is not worthy. That god is going to let you down.  

 

So there are many times in life when God will allow our idols to be exposed so that we will learn 

in our lives to never trust in that false god again, that He is the only One who truly cares for us. 

Every other idol, every other pursuit, will only suck life away from you. God is the only One who 

cares enough and who wants to give life back to you. So our diagnosis is, we have pursued 

other gods. We have divided our hearts and our affections and our lives. 
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So how do we begin to build it back? Look with me at verse 26. Jesus says, “Pay attention.” He 

says, “Look. Look at the birds of the sky. They don’t sow or reap or gather into barns, yet your 

Heavenly Father feeds them. Aren’t you worth more than they?” This is a classic rabbinical tool 

of Jesus’ time, arguing from the lesser to the greater. And so basically what Jesus tells us to do 

is He says, “Hey, go take a hike. Go spend some time outside. Look at nature and creation.” I 

know that helps me on days when I’m overwhelmed and there’s too many emails and there’s 

too much stuff coming at me. It helps me to go outside, take a walk, breathe deep, slow down.  

 

And if you just even look at creation, you’ll realize what a masterful job God has done. And the 

birds? They don’t worry. The flowers? They don’t worry. Martin Luther, the famous reformer, 

said this about the birds. He said, “You see, Jesus is making the birds our schoolmasters and our 

teachers.” I love this quote. “It is a great and abiding disgrace to us that in the gospel a helpless 

sparrow should become a theologian and teacher to the wisest of men. Whenever you listen to 

a nightingale therefore, you are listening to an excellent preacher.” What a great truth for us, to 

sit and just simply remember.  

 

Or how about the flowers of 

the field. He said, “Even 

Solomon in all of his splendor 

wasn’t adorned as one of 

these.” In Israel I took a 

picture at a site near the 

Sermon on the Mount, in one 

of these fields we were hiking 

through, that was absolutely 

full of these different flowers 

that were popping up. And I 

thought about what Jesus was saying there in that passage, and I took a picture of it. You can 
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see the simplistic beauty of that part of the world. This is north from the mountain where the 

Sermon on the Mount was preached, looking back towards the Sea of Galilee. 

 

And Jesus says, “Just open your eyes. Look at the illustrations that I’ve placed all around you.” 

But oftentimes we miss these kind of simple moments. Why? Because our hearts are divided. 

We’re distracted. We’re moving from one task to the other, just as quick as we could go. At the 

end of this section, Jesus calls them “Little-faith ones.” That’s the literal translation of that. So 

what is Jesus saying that we need to do? What is the antidote for our divided hearts? He says 

that we need to trust God and we need to begin to build our faith—that we have little faith, but 

it needs to grow. And often God will put us in situations and in moments in which He will grow 

that faith. 

 

Mother’s Day for our family of course is very special, because we have four children. As many of 

you know, our youngest child has a very special story. Four years ago, on Mother’s Day in 2010, 

we were actually in the nation of Nepal. And I remember the faith crisis that we went through 

that was a part of this adoption journey. When we decided we were going to adopt, there were 

a lot of hurdles that we faced, but one in particular as it relates to the topic of this day for us 

was the financial component of that journey. They told us it was going to cost between $35,000 

and $40,000 to bring home our son from Nepal.  

 

And I remember one day sitting at our kitchen table just being absolutely overwhelmed as I 

looked at the budget. I will be honest. My heart was divided. Because there was a part of me 

that wanted to say, “God has called us to this.” There were just so many circumstances that had 

lined up, that had pointed to the fact that this is what we’re supposed to and this is the nation 

we’re supposed to adopt from, and this is the boy that we’re supposed to bring home. But yet 

my head is looking at our spreadsheet, looking at our budget, just feeling like there is no way 

that we can pull this off. 
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So there, with tears running down my face, I just remember crying out to God. “God, You're 

going to have to show us. God, You’re going to have to make a way. Because on a youth 

minister’s salary there’s just no way that we can make this happen.” And lo and behold, God’s 

people began to bless us. We began to do the things we had to do to uphold our end of the 

deal—the yard sales, the fund raising. God opened up opportunities for me to speak and write 

that I didn’t see coming that paid well. 

 

And so if you fast forward all the way 

to Mother’s Day of 2010, here’s the 

picture we were able to take. We’re in 

Nepal, and it was on Mother’s Day 

that we got our adoption decree, and 

Liam became our son officially. And so 

later that week we were back in the 

hotel, and we would every now and 

then get on line and Skype with the 

girls back in the United States, or we’d 

do email, that kind of thing. I decided 

to log in and check and see how our 

bank account was doing.  

 

Do you know the time that we had more money in our checking account than at any other 

point in our marriage was May of 2010 when we were in Nepal? I can’t even explain it to this 

day. But I know that that was a faith-shaping moment for us. Not that it was about the money, 

but it was about trusting, that if we sought first what God wanted us to do, that He would make 

a way. And that was a faith-building moment for us in our marriage and on our journey, to say, 

“See how God will bless. It’s not always going to be easy. The road will often be difficult. But 

praise God, He takes care of His people.” 
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And this leads us to the ultimate principle, the last two verses of this passage, verses 33 and 34, 

that remind us of the antidote to our anxiety, to our divided hearts. It’s these words, “But seek 

first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all of these other things will fall into place 

as well.” That word “seek” is important for us to understand. We’re all seeking how to get 

ahead in life. We’re all trying to figure it out on our own. But what Jesus is teaching us is that 

when our top priority is the Lord our God, when we place Him at the center of our affections 

and the center of our lives, when we go hard after Him and keep our eyes fixed on Him, as 

Hebrews says, “the author and the perfecter of our faith,” then all of the other priorities in our 

life fall into place.  

 

I don’t know if you’ve ever thought about this before, but when you sit down as a family and 

set priorities, that’s an act of worship. When you sit down and you decide, “Here’s how we’re 

going to use our time, here’s how we’re going to invest our resources, here’s the things that 

we’re going to make goals as a family, that we’re going to focus on.” That is an act of worship. 

Why? Because you are seeking God in all of these areas of your life, and God honors that. It 

says, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.” 

 

Now the problem is that many of us read that, and we say, “Oh, okay. Well, we need to try 

harder.” No, the greater context of the Sermon on the Mount teaches us that this is 

righteousness—not of following the law, of following the rules. This isn’t a quantitatively 

different kind of righteousness—in other words, we just do more and more and more, hoping 

God will be pleased with us. No, this is a qualitatively different kind of righteousness that comes 

from when I realize that God has saved me, that I was stuck in my sin and that God in His grace 

sent Christ Jesus.  

 

And when He saved me and rescued me, when I responded in faith to the gospel, now my life 

looks different. Why? Because I want my priorities to honor the One who cared about me, the 
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One whose grace was sufficient for me. And that’s a totally different way of living. That’s the 

kind of righteousness Matthew 6:33 is talking about. It’s a life lived in response to what God 

was doing. “So God, because You have rescued me and saved me and healed me and delivered 

me, because that’s the most important thing of all, now I want to seek You in every priority of 

my life.”  

 

Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all of these things will be added to 

you as well. Why? Because trouble is going to come, and that’s the way Jesus ends the passage. 

Don’t think that just because you’re following Him that it’s going to be easy. As a matter of fact, 

it’s even going to be more difficult. But the promise is, with your eyes fixed on Him, 

everything—everything in your life—will follow that relentless pursuit of God. 

 

So as we start to journey through this series and give you some practical handles, what Jesus is 

teaching us is that our priorities matter, and that we have to trust in Him for tomorrow, and 

that we have to be present in this moment, just as Jesus was present with His disciples, 

teaching them about the Kingdom. One of the greatest challenges we have today is the fact 

that we divide our hearts, and we’re going to talk about this more later in this series. But we 

need to be careful about not only our time, but also our technology and the things that divide 

us, the things that are constantly pulling our affection and our heart in different directions. 

Jesus says, “Don’t let anxiety get the best of you. Don’t be divided. Seek Me first.” 

 

And as we close, I think it’s great to look at that passage, because there are three places that 

Jesus says, “Don’t worry.” Remember? The trinity of cares? Food, drink, what we’re going to 

wear? Three times Jesus says, “Don’t worry. Don’t worry. Don’t worry.” But let’s read it as, 

“Don’t be divided.” Verse 25, “Therefore this is what I tell you. Don’t be divided about your life, 

what you’ll eat or what you’ll wear.” Verse 31, “Don’t be divided in your heart, saying, ‘What 

will we eat or what will we drink or what will we wear?’” And verse 34, “Therefore don’t be 
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divided in your heart about tomorrow. Instead, be single-minded, knowing that your God holds 

the future.”  

 

Will you bow your heads and pray with me this morning? As we come to this moment of 

commitment, there are a couple things that are always important in this moment. The first one 

of course is always our response to the gospel. Because if you miss this, if you think that this is 

something you can do in your own strength, then you’ll miss it all. Be reminded of the 

incredible truth that Jesus came and lived and died so that we could have life, and so that we 

could live the truth of these words. Apart from Christ you cannot be free from worry and 

anxiety. Your heart will constantly be divided. It’s only in a relationship with Jesus Christ in 

which you put Him on the throne in your heart and in the middle of your life, that everything 

else comes into orbit around the gravity of His great glory. So today if you don’t have a 

relationship with Him, today is the day of salvation.  

 

Or there may be a second crowd here today, those of you who know Jesus. You have a 

relationship with Him. But you realize your life is unfruitful. You’re constantly frustrated, full of 

anxiety and worry. Why? Because you’re dividing your heart. You’re trying to serve more than 

one master at a time. Today, the invitation is seek first the Kingdom of God and His 

righteousness, and everything else will fall into place. 

 

So there may be things you need to do to stop dividing your heart, actions that you need to 

take. There may be things that you need to begin prioritizing, to be sure that what’s happening 

first is that you’re seeking God. That’s why we’re here. We want to pray with you, talk with you, 

encourage you on that journey. As a church family, we’re learning what it means to be single-

minded in our pursuit of Jesus. And we want to invite you on that journey with us. 

 

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your grace, Your grace that loves us enough to teach us the 

truth, Your grace that comes to us and says, “Give your burdens, cast your cares on Me, because 
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I care for you.” Father, for that truth we are made glad, and we respond to You in love and 

obedience today. And it’s in Your Son’s name we pray these things, and all God’s people said, 

Amen. 

 

 


