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We start off a new series today called “Simplify,” and today’s sermon is “Thorns,” identifying what 

is choking out the Word in our life. As we as a preaching team were planning out the sermons for 

the year, we were thinking about what we needed to talk through during this season. Normally we 

do a home-focused series, one that discusses how to live discipleship in the home or in our 

families.  

 

As we began to consider what text we needed to look at, we realized that this time of year is 

arguably the busiest time of year for all of you. In the conversations we have with you and even 

looking at our schedules, we recognized that this is a crazy busy time. And as a staff we’ve also 

been working through a book called Crazy Busy, and we recognize that there are so many things 

vying for our attention. 

 

And if we don’t deal with these issues, if we don’t deal with the thorns that can easily choke out 

our life, we’ll never have time for the Word. We’ll never have time to live out discipleship in the 

home. So as we work through this series and as we talk through the different texts, I hope your 

heart will be motivated to examine your life and see the areas that are crowding out the Word of 

God, and consider how you can simplify. 

 

As I was preparing for this message, I was trying to think of a good illustration for this time of year 

that relates to our busyness—the hecticness and the things that crowd out the important things in 

our life. And the idea that popped into my mind was this picture of your dear friend, the weed. 

Now, I don’t know how your yard looks, but in my backyard in particular I have a fight with this 

vile weed called the dandelion for a couple months out of the year.  
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How many of you have dandelions in your yard? Wow, okay, thank you for being honest. Well, I 

do too. So I began the futile battle to try to get rid of these dandelions and other weeds by going 

outside with this next picture—a bottle of Round-Up. If you have Round-Up you know it costs a lot 

and it doesn’t always work that well. But I have tried to battle these weeds repeatedly. I put out 

the Weed-n-Feed, I’ve sprayed everything with Round-Up, I’ve followed the steps on the back of 

your Scotts bag—and it just doesn’t ever seem to work. But after talking with some of you 

landscaping experts, I understand that it takes repeated, intentional effort—or repeated 

intentional effort to hire a landscaping company that takes care of it for you. But nonetheless, 

there is an intentional effort to keep the growth healthy in your yard. 

 

And in a similar way, we have to devote time and attention and specific planning to make sure 

that all the activities, all the different things in our lives, are not crowding out what matters most. 

Because as I said, this time of year—the month of May—I think has supplanted December as the 

busiest month of the year. In talking with all of you, there are so many things going on. You’ve got 

the end of school coming up in a couple weeks. With that comes graduation, with that comes 

awards ceremonies, field days, and a whole other litany of class parties that you’ve got to be a 

part of. That takes time. 

 

Or maybe for some of you, you’re involved in sports, or your kids are involved in sports. That 

could be baseball, that could be soccer, that could be flag football. It could be a whole host of 

different things. You’ve got tournaments that take up weekends, and you’ve got to drive all over 

middle Tennessee to make sure that they’re a part of them. That takes time, that takes energy, 

that takes effort, all of these things. 

 

Then not to mention that you’re coming up on your vacation. At the end of the month you’re 

looking forward to getting out of town, and you’re going to be in and out the whole summer, 

going places to relax. But all that relaxing requires a lot of planning. All of these things are fighting 

for your time and your attention, and that doesn’t even include your day-to-day routine of going 
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to work, coming home, and hanging out with the family. So, in the midst of our lives we see, it’s 

fighting for our time and our attention, and if we’re not careful, the important things are 

squeezed out by our activities and our calendar events.  

 

So today as we work through this parable, the Parable of the Sower, I want us to consider two 

main questions. The first is, what are the thorns in my life that are choking out the Word? Or you 

could put it this way, what are the thorns that have the potential to choke the Word of God out of 

my life? What are the things that are vying for your time and attention that could potentially 

choke the Word out? And then the second question, one that you’ll understand more as we work 

through the text, but what kind of soil am I? We’ll get to that, because that really deals with, what 

is the condition of our hearts? 

 

I mentioned this book that we’ve been working through called Crazy Busy by pastor Kevin 

DeYoung. I recommend that you read it—we have some in the Resource Center. In his first 

chapter he talks about these thorns that crowd out the Word of God in our life. He says, “For most 

of us, it isn’t heresy or rank apostasy that will derail our profession of faith.” Let me say it again. 

It’s not heresy or apostasy—which means leaving the faith—that will derail us, but it’s all the 

worries of life. So we must consider—what are the things choking out the Word in our life, and 

what kind of soil are we? So with those questions in mind would you stand with me in honor of 

God’s Word as we look at Mark 4:1-20. 

 

1 Again He began to teach by the sea, and a very large crowd gathered around 

Him. So He got into a boat on the sea and sat down, while the whole crowd was 

on the shore facing the sea. 2 He taught them many things in parables, and in His 

teaching He said to them: 3 “Listen! Consider the sower who went out to sow. 4 

As he sowed, this occurred: Some seed fell along the path, and the birds came 

and ate it up. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground where it didn’t have much soil, 

and it sprang up right away, since it didn't have deep soil. 6 When the sun came 
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up, it was scorched, and since it didn’t have a root, it withered. 7 Other seed fell 

among thorns, and the thorns came up and choked it, and it didn't produce a 

crop. 8 Still others fell on good ground and produced a crop that increased 30, 

60, and 100 times what was sown.” 9 Then He said, “Anyone who has ears to 

hear should listen!”  

 

10 When He was alone with the Twelve, those who were around Him asked Him 

about the parables. 11 He answered them, “The secret of the kingdom of God 

has been given to you, but to those outside, everything comes in parables 12 so 

that they may look and look, yet not perceive; they may listen and listen, yet not 

understand; otherwise, they might turn back—and be forgiven.”  

 

13 Then He said to them: “Do you not understand this parable? How then will 

you understand any of the parables? 14 The sower sows the word. 15 These are 

the ones along the path where the word is sown: when they hear, immediately 

Satan comes and takes away the word sown in them. 16 And these are the ones 

sown on rocky ground: when they hear the word, immediately they receive it 

with joy. 17 But they have no root in themselves; they are short-lived. When 

pressure or persecution comes because of the word, they immediately stumble. 

18 Others are sown among thorns; these are the ones who hear the word, 19 but 

the worries of this age, the seduction of wealth, and the desires for other things 

enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 20 But the ones sown on 

good ground are those who hear the word, welcome it, and produce a crop: 30, 

60, and 100 times what was sown.”  

 

“Listen. Consider the sower who went out to sow.” Pray with me. Father God, we thank You for 

Your Word. We thank You that You came in the flesh, in the person of Jesus Christ, to deliver us 

from our sins. Lord, I thank You that for those of us who have placed our faith in You, that we will 
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bear fruit. God, I pray now specifically for my friends who are in this room whose heart is in the 

condition of the other three soils. If the heart is hardened or if it’s superficial or if it’s divided, they 

are not with You. I pray today that You would lift the veil from their eyes and they would truly 

consider the condition of their heart, and that they would run to the cross and find salvation in 

Your name, because that is the only place that it will be found. So Lord, bless our study of Your 

Word. We love You, and we thank You for Christ, and it’s in His name we pray, Amen. 

 

So as we work through this passage, in verses 1 through 20, there are three main sections that 

we’re going to take a look at. The first section is going to be verses 1-9. That’s where we’re going 

to cover the parable itself, where Jesus tells the Parable of the Sower, or of the Soils as some have 

called it. Then we’ll go to section two, which is verses 10-12, where Jesus really tells the meaning 

of parables, why He teaches in parables. And then we’ll look at the explanation of the parable in 

verses 13-20, where we start to get to the heart issue that we all face. 

 

As I was preparing for this, all of the different commentators say that the way this passage is set 

up is like a sandwich. They call it a “sandwich composition.” These people that are really smart—a 

lot smarter than I am—call it a “sandwich composition.” So, at the risk of making you hungry, the 

way we’re going to divide this is we’re going to divide it into the different parts of the sandwich. 

So when you go out to eat your sandwich afterwards, you will remember the three parts of this 

text, right? Yes. That’s right. 

 

So, the first part of the sandwich is the piece of bread that you lay down on the table. That’s what 

we’re going to look at now in verses 1 through 9. It says, “Again He began to teach by the sea, and 

a very large crowd gathered around Him. So He got into a boat on the sea and sat down, while the 

whole crowd was on the shore facing the sea.” So Jesus here is teaching by the Sea of Galilee. We 

don’t know specifically where He was, but the area by the sea would probably have been a natural 

amphitheater. So He’s sitting in the boat and He’s projecting His voice. And you’re saying, “How 

could all of these people in a large crowd hear Him?” Well, in one of the potential places that He 
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was, thousands of people would have been able to hear Him as He taught from the sea, because it 

was a natural amphitheater.  

 

So Jesus is teaching these large crowds, and in verse 2, it says that He’s teaching them in parables. 

Now, a parable is really just an illustration where the teacher is using a common, everyday way to 

explain a greater reality. So in this parable Jesus is using an everyday illustration, something that 

the farmers of the time, or the common people, would have understood. But it’s not just a story 

about a farmer. It’s a story pointing to a great reality of who He is, and what the gospel of the 

Kingdom would do, and how people would hear and receive it. So He’s teaching them in parables 

using illustrations that point to greater realities. With that in mind, just some of the context, we 

look back here at the actual parable.  

 

It starts with Him saying that a sower goes out to sow. The sower begins to spread seeds all over 

the place. It wasn’t maybe the most wise methodology for how to plant...but you’ve got this 

sower in this story that’s just throwing seeds everywhere. And the seeds fall in different types of 

soils. It falls first on the path, and the seeds that fall on the path are immediately eaten up by the 

birds. Then second, you’ve got some seed that falls on rocky soil that was shallow. So there’s 

initially a quick spring-up of the plant, but it’s scorched by the sun, and soon, because it doesn’t 

have a root to go deeper in. We have the third type of soil, which has thorns. So when the seed is 

scattered on that, eventually the thorns choke out the plant and it does not become fruitful. And 

the last soil we see is the fruitful soil, that despite all of the odds, despite three out of the four 

soils failing, this good soil produces a crop of 30, 60, or 100 fold, which would have been an 

extremely great harvest for the people during this time.  

 

So Jesus tells this story, and for the hearers of this time, what is Jesus pointing to? What is the 

greater reality that Jesus is teaching the people through these illustrations? Well, to understand 

that, we have to understand the different characters in this parable. The first character is the 

sower. Jesus is pointing to Himself here. He is the Sower that has come, and He is sowing the 
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seed, and the seed is the message of the gospel of the Kingdom. So Jesus is going out through all 

of Galilee, all of the area at that time, and He is spreading the message of the gospel, that 

message that God in the flesh has come. And eventually, as His life progresses, people will see 

that not only has God come, but He will go to the cross to bear the sins of all mankind and He will 

be resurrected. But Jesus is pointing to the fact that the Sower has come, the Kingdom is here, the 

gospel is here for them. So Jesus is the Sower, the seed is the message of the Kingdom, the 

message of the gospel. 

 

And then we have the third character of the soils, the third element of the story. And these are 

the people, these are the hearers of the message, where the message is received, and we see 

what happens with them. And a little later we’ll look specifically at the hearers and the 

explanation. But the greater reality of this parable is Jesus is telling the people that He has come, 

the Kingdom is here, the message of the gospel is for them, and despite all their obstacles, despite 

the fact that the majority of the people will not listen and they will not bear fruit, there will be 

some good soil that bears fruit. The Kingdom of God will produce fruit. So Jesus is highlighting this 

important reality of who He is and what He has come to do. 

 

And at the beginning of this parable, in verse 3, and at the end of the parable, you notice a 

repetition there where He tells the people that they need to listen. Or He tells them to listen, and 

there’s an exclamation mark in your text. Don’t just pass by this in the English and think that Jesus 

is just calmly inviting them to listen to what He’s saying. He’s not saying, “Hey, guys, we’ve got a 

cool message for you. Take a listen to what I’m saying.” No, here in the text, what you don’t see in 

the original language, is that Jesus is saying, “Listen!” He is commanding them with an imperative 

to hear the words. But not only hear them so they go in one ear and out the other, He is calling 

them to hear the message and to heed it, to really listen and respond to it. This is not supposed to 

be just a cursory listening to what Jesus is trying to say. So in the first section, the bread on the 

table, Jesus gives us the parable. 
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So a question that needs to begin to turn in our mind is, how are we hearing this message? Or, 

how would the people have heard this message? And we move to the second portion of our text, 

looking at verses 10 through 12. And this is really the meat of the sandwich, going back to our 

word picture here for the day. Now, if you, when you’re making your sandwich at home, maybe 

whatever contents you choose—maybe it’s peanut butter and jelly for all my kids in the room—

whatever it is, for me, we’re going to say that the content of this sandwich is bacon. So, we’ve laid 

down the piece of bread and now we will put a big slab of bacon right down there in the middle.  

 

And that’s what the middle of this text really is in verses 10 through 12. It’s an interpretive key 

that’s very important for us to understand this entire passage. So we’ll look at verse 10. It says, 

“When He was alone with the Twelve, those who were around Him asked Him about the parables. 

He answered them, ‘The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to those 

outside, everything comes in parables.’” Stop right there. So we get a glimpse into what it might 

have been like for the disciples to hear a parable from Jesus, and then they come in afterwards 

and they’re like, “Hey, so what’s up with the parable?” And they asked Him about the parables.  

 

And Jesus gives a response here that maybe they weren’t expecting. I don’t know what they might 

have expected, but they could have been thinking, “Jesus is just going to tell us why He uses these 

things and why He doesn’t teach just plain and straightforward.” But He gives them a response 

that’s interesting. He says, “The secret of the Kingdom of God has been given to you.” What does 

that mean? What Jesus is saying, the secret of the Kingdom of God is the fact that these disciples 

have followed Him. The secret of the Kingdom is that God has come in the person of Jesus Christ. 

And these men have left everything. We read in the Gospels and we read early in Mark that they 

have left everything to follow Christ. And in leaving everything to follow Christ, they have 

discovered, they have been given the secret of the Kingdom. They have believed. 

 

Now, they don’t know everything about Him yet. They don’t understand everything about who 

He is and what He was going to do, but they have left everything to follow Him, and therefore 
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they have received the secret of the Kingdom of God. And implicitly in the text we see that this 

makes them insiders. They are with Jesus. Their lives have been shaped by His will, and 

therefore they are on the inside. They’re the insiders. And if you look back at the text, in verse 

11 it says, “But to those outside, everything comes in parables, so that they may look and look, 

yet not perceive; they may listen and listen, yet not understand; otherwise, they might turn 

back—and be forgiven.” So Jesus here draws a line of division between those who are on the 

inside, those who have given up everything and surrendered all to Jesus to follow Him, and 

those on the outside who have not. And to those who are on the outside, they will ever be 

listening but they’ll never understand. 

 

There is a clear implication here for us, that there is an immense seriousness here. We have to 

know and respond to Jesus. What we do with Him, how we respond to Him matters. If we 

submit our lives to Him and the will of the Father shapes everything we do, we are on the 

inside. But if it does not, Jesus puts us here on the outside. It reminds me of another text in 2 

Corinthians 4, verses 3 and 4. Paul here, writing to the church at Corinth, says, “But if our 

gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this age has 

blinded the minds of the unbelievers so they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of 

Christ, who is the image of God.” So there is a veil here over the outsiders, to where they do 

not see who Jesus is. They have not put their faith in Him. They have not given up everything to 

follow Him. They have not surrendered all to Him. 

 

It’s important for us to see that Jesus makes this dividing line, and it’s important for us to 

consider that what we do with Jesus and how we respond to Him truly matters. It’s the 

difference of being an insider and walking with Him and following Him, and being an outsider 

and never understanding truly who He is. With that in mind, understanding that the hearing 

component in responding is so important, we look now at the final portion of the passage, the 

top piece of bread that goes on to complete the sandwich, where we look at verses 13 through 

20 and see the importance of how we hear and how we respond. So look back with me at the 
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text. Verse 13, “Then He said to them: ‘Do you not understand this parable? How then will you 

understand any of the parables?” So again, as Jesus is illustrating, it’s important for us to 

understand what He is saying here, pointing to who He is. And it’s important for us to 

understand His point. Then He unpacks it for us. Verse 14, “The sower sows the word,” again, 

pointing back to Him and His message.  

 

And then we go through again, the list of the different types of soils, with an explanation. And 

one commentator, one pastor, has divided these different types of soils and attached it with 

the condition of the heart, and he labels like this. First, you have the hardened heart, or the 

hardened soil that we see in verse 15. Then in verses 16 and 17 we have the superficial heart, 

as we’ll unpack here in a minute. And then in verses 18 and 19 we have the divided heart. And 

finally in verse 20 we have the fruitful heart. So let’s work back through these different types of 

conditions of our heart.  

 

Verse 15 says, “These are the ones along the path where the word is sown: when they hear, 

immediately Satan comes and takes away the word sown in them.” This condition, this type of 

heart, is the heart that hears the message of the gospel, hears the truth of who Jesus is 

proclaimed to them, and immediately they reject it. They do not listen, they do not think about 

it, they reject it: “This is not true, this is not something I can accept.” And Satan is at work, the 

force of evil is at work in the life, the spiritual warfare is there to blind them and to keep them 

blinded. They reject the message of the gospel. 

 

And the next heart, looking at the superficial heart in verse 16 and 17. It says, “And these are 

the ones sown on rocky ground: when they hear the word, immediately they receive it with joy. 

But they have no root in themselves; they are short-lived. When pressure or persecution comes 

because of the word, they immediately stumble.” These are the types of people that hear the 

message of Christ and they’re immediately excited about it, but it doesn’t continue. As soon as 
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any type of opposition or inconvenience happens, they turn around and they walk away. They 

put their faith on the back burner, or what they thought was their faith on the back burner. 

 

And when I think about this type of person, this takes me in my mind to 13 and 14-year-old 

Brian, what I was like at that point in my life. I would go to these camps every year—my dad 

was a minister, so I would go to youth camp every year. And I would hear these messages, I 

would hear the gospel, and I’d start to feel bad about what I had done the previous year. You 

know, some of the things I’d said and some of the things I’d done. And I’d feel really guilty and 

bad. So I’d walk down an aisle or maybe I’d pray with a counselor, or I’d fill out a card. And then 

as soon as I’d go back home and get around some of my friends, that would all go out the 

window. As soon any part of the Christian faith became an inconvenience to me, forget about 

it. We’ll wait ‘til next year and just make that a summer thing. But it was a superficial heart, to 

where I would hear it but it never would take root, because I had no root in myself. I tried to 

manufacture it, but it was really that I had no faith in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

And we move to the next soil, the divided heart. It says in verse 18, “Others are sown among 

thorns; these are the ones who hear the word, but the worries of this age, the seduction of 

wealth, and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes 

unfruitful.” I’m just being honest with you guys. I think that this is where the majority of cultural 

Christians live, the people in the Bible Belt that really have not put their faith in Jesus Christ, 

really have not anchored their lives in Jesus, the will of God does not dictate everything, or 

maybe they’re a part of the culture.  

 

And what we see happening in this type of soil, or what we see happening in the divided heart, 

is that the Word springs up and it almost looks like it is going to bear fruit, but these three little 

things of the worries of this age, the seduction of wealth, and the desires for other things enter 

in and choke the Word out. Kevin DeYoung again says, “In the third category of unsuccessful 

soil, the Word sinks in a little deeper. The plant sprouts up, almost to the point of producing 
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fruit. It looks a lot like good soil. New life seems to be taking root. Everything is on track for the 

harvest—until the thorns come in.” 

 

And this again is why it is so important to hear and heed the message of Christ. Thorns don’t 

grow quickly—they grow slowly. And they come in progressively, but surely they choke out the 

plant that was going to bear fruit. And we’ve seen this happen in others’ lives around us, to 

where it looks like they are committed to the cause of Christ, but at some point or another it 

becomes revealed that they never had faith at all. The cares of this world, the desires of this 

age have choked it all out. And we have to hear this and we have to understand what Jesus is 

telling us.  

 

This last week I was talking with a friend who I grew up with in church. He had been one that 

had claimed that he was a believer when he was younger, when we were growing up together. 

Now he’s a committed atheist and one who’s devoted to science and that world. And we were 

talking about this parable, because he was asking me what I was teaching, what I was doing in 

the church. And he self-identified. He looked at me without batting an eye and he goes, “Oh 

yeah. I guess I was the plant that got choked out by the thorns.” And if you look back at the 

trajectory of his life—the cares of this world, what he was taught, what he embraced choked 

out what he had heard. He had never put his faith in Christ, but he had just been a part of 

everything else that had been going on.  

 

And then lastly we look at the good soil, the encouraging mark of this passage. Where the first 

three soils have been largely rejecting the message of Christ over a period of time, we come to 

the end of this passage, in verse 20, and there’s an encouraging note. It says, “But the ones 

sown on good ground are those who hear the word, welcome it, and produce a crop: 30, 60, 

and 100 times what was sown.” This is the fruitful heart. This is one that hears the message of 

Christ, welcomes it, and bears fruit. 
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And there’s an important difference here in the original language that we don’t always see in 

the English. In the first three types of soil, what it says there is that they heard, and in the tense 

of the verb that’s used in this part of the passage, it’s in the aorist tense. Now, for many of you 

that doesn’t mean a whole lot. You're not Greek verb people—you don’t know what I’m saying. 

But the aorist tense, what it’s conveying here is that it is a short, very concise listening. Really 

what the author is getting at is that they have heard the message of the gospel, or they have 

heard the truth, and it’s gone in one ear and out the other. It’s a very surface-level listening. 

Yeah, they hear it, but they don’t really heed what Jesus is saying. 

 

But as we look at verse 20, the verb tense changes, and we move to the present tense. And it 

says “hearing.” There is a present, continual hearing of the message of God. They are 

continuing to hear it, they are continuing to welcome it, and as a result they are continuing to 

bear fruit. The good soil, or the fruitful heart, is the heart that receives the message of Christ, 

and it continues to dictate everything about who they are. This is the picture of the insider in 

verses 10 through 12, the one who continually hears, who continually welcomes, and who 

produces fruit. 

 

Brothers and sisters, that is an encouraging mark, because if you have trusted in Christ, if you 

have surrendered all to Him and put your weight and your faith and trust in Him, the Spirit of 

God who raised Jesus from the dead—He will work in you and you will bear fruit. That’s going 

to look different in all of your lives. I can’t go by and measure that for you. But the Spirit of God 

will produce fruit in you. You will look more like Jesus as you grow in your faith. And He will 

carry you on into completion, as it talks about in Philippians 1:6. So you can have hope and you 

can be encouraged if you know Christ, because you are the fruitful soil.  

 

As we look, and take this survey of the different types of soils, and look at the condition of our 

heart, it leads us back to those two main questions that we looked at at the beginning. The first 

of which being, what are the things in your life that are choking out the Word of God, or what 
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has the potential to? What activity is dictating too much of your time? What priority in your job 

is driving everything that you do? Who really is on the throne of your life? Jay often says here 

that you can find out who a man is worshipping by looking at two things: his calendar and his 

checkbook. What are the things that are driving your life? Look at your calendar. Look at what 

you’re spending your money on. Take an audit of your life. Examine yourself to see if anything is 

choking out the Word.  

 

Because if you’re a believer, there is no higher priority than your relationship with Christ. There 

is no higher priority than your relationship with Christ. Do not allow the enemy to work. Do not 

allow the thorns to creep in. Look at your life. Look at what’s competing for your heart. Do not 

be overtaken by the worries of this age, by the seduction of wealth or the desires for other 

things. Take heed to what Jesus is saying. Guard your hearts. Examine your life. So that first 

question is almost more on the surface level for us. We can all go from here, we can all look at 

our calendars, we can look at our schedules, and we can make some changes.  

 

But there’s a second level that I think we need to get to today, and that’s to look at the 

condition of our heart, to ask ourselves truly, what type of soil are we? For most of us, that’s 

not a comfortable thing to do. But in 2 Corinthians 13:5 it says to examine ourselves to see 

whether or not we’re in the faith. And brothers and sisters, we need to take a look at our hearts 

today. As I’ve already mentioned, if you are a believer, if you are the good soil, take heart. The 

Spirit is at work within you. But continue to work to produce fruit, share the message of the 

gospel with others. Continue to pursue holiness and righteousness, and love the Word of God. 

Be a part of this church. Continue on in doing what God has called you to. But be encouraged, 

He is at work within you. 

 

But you are one of the other three soils that are listed here, I do not want you to be deceived. 

You are apart from Christ. As Jesus pointed to in verses 10 through 12, you are on the outside. 

So if you have the hardened heart today to where you have heard the message of Christ and 
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you have rejected it, what I pray for you today, and what I plead for today, is that your heart 

would be softened, that you would hear of the hope in Christ and recognize that you can find 

life nowhere else, that you can only find it in His name, and that you would run to the cross and 

repent and place your faith in Him. Let your heart not be hard any longer. 

 

Of if you have the superficial heart, that has welcomed the message of Christ gladly, but always 

it seems to end up on the back priority, and it does not dictate your life. I tell you today, turn, 

repent, come to the cross, find your hope and your faith in Jesus and be saved. You can be 

saved. You can be the good soil that produces a crop. 

 

Or today if the veil is being lifted and you recognize that you are the divided heart. You 

recognize that you have heard the message of Christ before and you played the game and 

you’ve lived out the life of, “I’ve gone to church, I’ve been a part of Bible studies,” but you know 

in your heart that Christ is not the Lord of your life. You know that He does not dictate 

everything about who you are and does not determine everything about your life. The veil has 

been lifted today. Don’t think that you’re too far gone or that you have to fake it any longer. 

Come to the cross. Surrender to Christ. I plead with you, you will find life in Him when you 

believe on His name. You will be saved. Come to the cross today. 

 

If you are in any of those conditions in your heart, I plead with you that Jesus came to save 

sinners and He can save you when you place your faith in His name. So brothers and sisters, 

consider your hearts. Do not leave here today without considering your heart. And I pray that 

the veil would be lifted and you would know the glory and grace of Jesus Christ. And in the 

words of our Savior, “Anyone who has ears to listen, let them hear.” Would you pray with me?  

 

Lord Jesus, we do thank You for Your Word. Father, we thank You that it convicts us when we 

need to be convicted, that it challenges us when we need to be challenged, and that it 

encourages us when we need to be encouraged. And Father I pray today that as Your Spirit is at 
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work, that people would begin to examine their hearts. Father, I pray for the people whose 

hearts are in those first three categories, whose hearts are hard, whose hearts are superficial, or 

whose hearts are divided. Lord, Your text lays out that they’re on the outside and they do not 

know You. Father, I pray and I plead with You to bring them to Yourself, so that they would 

know You and would have life for eternity. I pray that they would believe the message of the 

cross, that Jesus has come to die for their sins, that He was buried and He was resurrected to 

justify them before You. God I pray that they would know that truth and that it would define 

everything about their life.  

 

And I pray today for those in this room, those of us who know You and have trusted in You and 

are privileged enough to be on the inside, because of Your grace—not because of anything that 

we’ve done. Father I pray that this text would encourage us and remind us that Your Spirit is at 

work, that You will make us more like Your Son. You will bear fruit through us so that Your name 

would be glorified. Lord, Your Word does the work, and I pray that by Your Spirit it would work 

now and that You would call sinners home, home into Your arms and to the eternal life that only 

You offer. We love You, Father, and we thank You for Christ. And it’s in His name we pray, Amen. 


