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This is the fourth and final week of our Oikos series, “Praying for My World.” Oikos, as you 

know, is the Greek word for household, and that’s our evangelism strategy. We look at the 

people God has placed in our homes, in our lives, in our community—people we are in 

relationship with, that He has placed us next to—for the honor and opportunity of sharing with 

them the hope of Christ. 

 

So we started back a few weeks ago, Luke 19:10—Jesus came to seek and save that which was 

lost. And we’ve been talking about how God does that in and through us, and how Jesus 

modeled that for us. And last week we proclaimed the hope of the resurrection, and we saw a 

great response. We need to continue to pray for those people and continue to invite them to 

be a part of your life and all God’s doing in our church. 

 

But today we’re going to look at what happened after the resurrection. We’re going to look at 

the story of two followers of Jesus who were leaving Jerusalem. And as I was looking at this text 

this week—again, I’ve remarked how Luke is such a master storyteller and how he evokes so 

many images and thoughts that come to mind. And one of the things that’s consuming me this 

spring is the fact that I am soccer coach for a six-and-under team here at the Y in Spring Hill, out 

at the fields off Jim Warren Road. 

 

Now, let me tell you my sole qualification for being a coach. It’s that I was the only dad who 

would do it. Okay? I’ve got no experience with soccer, didn’t play soccer growing up. I was a 

basketball and baseball coach, so I’m familiar with those sports. So I did the only thing that any 

self-respecting dad would do when it came around to the first day of practice. I Googled “soccer 

drills for young boys,” right? I got on line, got some soccer drills, we got through the first series 

of practices pretty successfully. At this stage of the game it’s pretty much a victory if the kids 
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are more interested in the sport than they are in the dirt or in the flowers or in waving to 

Grandma and Grandpa. 

 

We got through the first series of practices, but then it came game day. And I wasn’t quite as 

prepared—I just thought we’d play, right? There were some things I didn’t think about as it 

came time for game day. So we start playing, and I began to realize that when we actually play 

games at this stage, it’s useless to try to teach them positions. Why? Because they’re all like a 

buffalo herd, just chasing the ball around the field, wherever it’s going to go. And every now 

and then, one kid will break free from the pack, and he’ll get the ball and he’ll start going 

toward the goal. And when that happens, man, the place goes nuts. Parents and 

grandparents—they start yelling and screaming, “Go! Go! Go!”  

 

So we’re playing our very first game, and my son Liam, who’s pretty quick, at one point breaks 

free from the pack, and he looks up and he realizes, well, there are two goals, and there are 

fewer people in front of one goal than the other. So he starts going, and of course everybody 

starts screaming, and they’re not screaming “Go!” They’re screaming, “Turn around! You’re 

going the wrong way!” But Liam just thinks they’re cheering him on, right? So he’s just running 

faster. 

 

And then all of a sudden about a third of the way up the field, he kicks the most perfect arcing 

soccer ball shot ever—boom! Right in the net. He throws his arms up in victory....and then he 

locks eyes with me. And I’m like shaking my head. So he comes, stands in front of me, I said, 

“Buddy, that was a great shot, but you were going the wrong direction.” And his eyes fell. But 

it’s all right. He got over it. He survived. 

 

But when we lined up after that goal was scored, I said, “All right team. Which way are we 

going?” I had everybody point. Guess what we do every halftime now? “Team, which way are 

we going? This way.” I learned in six-and-under soccer, that’s the most important thing about 
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game day. Which way are we going? This way, coach. We do it every time, every time a goal is 

scored, every times we change sides, any of those kind of moments. 

 

The reality for us as followers of Jesus Christ, the most important thing for us, is to point people 

to Him. It’s easy to forget, in all of the other priorities, all of the other things coming our way. 

But in this story—and this is one of my favorite stories in the New Testament, this is one of 

Luke’s longest stories that he tells us—it’s the story of two guys who were leaving Jerusalem, 

confused and discouraged. It’s as if Luke wants us to tell them, “Hey guys. You’re going the 

wrong way. Jesus isn’t dead. He’s alive.” So would you stand with me in honor of God’s Word as 

we read this story today in Luke 24:13-35?  

 

13 Now that same day two of them were on their way to a village called 

Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 Together they were 

discussing everything that had taken place. 15 And while they were discussing 

and arguing, Jesus Himself came near and began to walk along with them. 16 But 

they were prevented from recognizing Him. 17 Then He asked them, “What is 

this dispute that you’re having with each other as you are walking?” And they 

stopped walking and looked discouraged.  

 

18 The one named Cleopas answered Him, “Are You the only visitor in Jerusalem 

who doesn’t know the things that happened there in these days?” 19 “What 

things?” He asked them. So they said to Him, “The things concerning Jesus the 

Nazarene, who was a Prophet powerful in action and speech before God and all 

the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed Him over to be 

sentenced to death, and they crucified Him. 21 But we were hoping that He was 

the One who was about to redeem Israel. Besides all this, it’s the third day since 

these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women from our group astounded 

us. They arrived early at the tomb, 23 and when they didn’t find His body, they 



4 

 
 

© 2014 Brentwood Baptist Church.  All Rights Reserved.  Unauthorized duplication is prohibited by law. 
 
 
 

came and reported that they had seen a vision of angels who said He was alive. 

24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the 

women had said, but they didn’t see Him.”  

 

25 He said to them, “How unwise and slow you are to believe in your hearts all 

that the prophets have spoken! 26 Didn’t the Messiah have to suffer these things 

and enter into His glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, 

He interpreted for them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures. 28 

They came near the village where they were going, and He gave the impression 

that He was going farther. 29 But they urged Him: “Stay with us, because it’s 

almost evening, and now the day is almost over.” So He went in to stay with 

them.  

 

30 It was as He reclined at the table with them that He took the bread, blessed 

and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they 

recognized Him, but He disappeared from their sight. 32 So they said to each 

other, “Weren’t our hearts ablaze within us while He was talking with us on the 

road and explaining the Scriptures to us?” 33 That very hour they got up and 

returned to Jerusalem. They found the Eleven and those with them gathered 

together, 34 who said, “The Lord has certainly been raised, and has appeared to 

Simon!” 35 Then they began to describe what had happened on the road and 

how He was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.  

 

Speak Lord, for Your servants are listening. Pray with me this morning. Father, thank You that 

Jesus Himself drew near them and walked with them. In that resurrection truth, that Jesus 

wasn’t dead, but He is alive, that is the same truth we are called to come alongside of people 

who are hurting, people who have misplaced their trusts and their hopes, and proclaim to them 

the truth that Jesus is alive—and this changes everything. Father, today as we consider how 
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we’re called to walk alongside of people, I pray that You would open our eyes and our ears and 

our hearts and most importantly our lives to Your truth. And it’s in Your Son’s name we pray 

these things, and all God’s people said, Amen. 

 

So the first thing you need to know today is that we preached this one sermon as an entire 

series back in 2011, if you want to go on-line and hear it. The other challenge that you’ll know 

I’m up against then is I’ve preached this in a series of about six or seven weeks, and so to try to 

squeeze it all into one message today is my challenge, because there is so much here for us to 

see.  But here’s what we’re going to do. It’s what the old preachers call “light, then heat.” So 

we’re going to shed some light on the text. We’re going to walk through the “four movements” 

of this story, and then we’re going to walk away with three ways this story teaches us how we 

can walk alongside of others and point them to the risen Christ. 

 

So here we go. Movement number one in this story is the encounter. Remember, let’s set the 

stage. The way Luke portrays it in his Gospel, they had discovered that the tomb was empty. 

The women were the first ones on the scene to see this and to believe it, as they remembered 

the words that Jesus had said. They ran back to the disciples, they shared it with them, they 

didn’t believe the women at first. But Peter jumped up, went and looked for himself, found the 

empty tomb as well, and went away astounded it says. Not yet believing in the resurrection, but 

astounded. 

 

So outside of that inner group of disciples, as we talked about last week, there were others who 

were followers of Jesus. And these two we’re talking about this week, they would have been of 

that group. They were also considered His followers, but they weren’t part of that inner group 

of the Eleven. So in this moment understand that all of their lives had been shattered. Their 

hopes, their aspirations, what they had surrendered and given up to follow Jesus—they thought 

it had all been a waste, because here He was, just another dead leader.  
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So that’s the emotion of this moment, as these two leave Jerusalem, headed home. What a 

heavy moment it had to be for them as they realized and as they discussed all of the things that 

had taken place, trying to make heads or tails out of it. But verse 15, “While they were 

discussing and arguing, Jesus Himself came near and began to walk with them.” This is the first 

appearance in Luke’s Gospel of the resurrected Christ. Luke, being a master storyteller, wants 

us to see that this is the moment, that when these two were in their confusion and in their 

despair, Jesus personally came to them. 

 

And the reality is the thing we need most is the presence of Jesus. And we need to realize, as 

Paul would say in Acts 17:27, that “He is not far off from any one of us.” And for those who are 

hurt, those who are confused, those who are in despair, that’s the message they need to 

know—that Jesus is near. And in verse 16 it’s very interesting here, because it says, “They were 

prevented from recognizing that it was Him.” That’s a unique tense in the original language. It’s 

the “divine passive.” In other words, they were not allowed to realize that this is Who it was in 

this moment. More on that in just a little bit. 

 

But now we get into part two of this story. Verse 17, “Then He asked them, ‘What is this dispute 

that you’re having with each other as you’re walking?’” So clearly it’s a heated exchange. 

They’re very emotionally still engaged in this discussion, even though they’re very, very 

discouraged. And this is the first thing that a good evangelist, a good person, is able to do—they 

are able to ask perceptive and wise questions. Jesus starts with where they’re at emotionally 

and spiritually. “So what is this that you’re talking about?”  

 

Highlight that, because that’s a great leading question as you walk alongside other people, as 

you listen to their conversation. You see, the first thing Jesus models for us here is listening. 

And I hope you understand that we live in an age and we live in a time in which everybody 

wants to talk to us, but very few people are willing to listen. The statisticians will tell you that 

we’re exposed to over 1300 commercial messages a day in one shape or another. All of them—
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billboards, commercials, internet pop-up ads, everything—trying to get our attention. You turn 

on the news, you walk into any venue, and there is somebody talking at you. 

 

But the idea that somebody would love you enough to listen carefully to you and ask questions 

is a huge door into showing them that you care. I’ll argue that in today’s world, listening equals 

love, because the only people you’re going to really take the time to listen to are the people 

that you care about dearly. And clearly Jesus cares about these two. This is Jesus, after all—the 

resurrected Jesus. There’s a lot of things He could have been doing. There are a lot of places He 

could have been. If I was God writing the story I would have Jesus standing and appearing right 

there on the temple mount and speaking to the multitudes. 

 

But our God shows us that His way is always the way of relationship, and He comes alongside of 

these two and He listens to them as they share their hearts. What’s very interesting is you see 

their response at the end of verse 17, “And they stopped walking and looked discouraged.” 

Psychologists tell us that 80% of all communication is non-verbal, and so Jesus can see it in their 

countenance and the fact that they all of a sudden stop in their tracks, and they just look 

discouraged. 

 

So that’s another thing you can pick up on as a person who’s trying to engage with people for 

the sake of Christ. Pick up on the non-verbal cues. It’s not just what they say, it’s the way 

they’re saying it. It’s their body language. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your eyes, to help you to 

be perceptive to what’s going on. Because let’s be honest, we live in a culture of, “Hey, how’s it 

going?” “I’m fine.” No you’re not. No you’re not. And your body language tells me that you’re 

not. 

 

So what’s really going on? Let’s get past the superficialities—and that’s exactly what Jesus does 

in this passage. So the one named Cleopas answered Him, “Are You the only visitor who doesn’t 

know what’s going on?” which is pretty hilarious, because clearly Jesus is the only one who 
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really knows what is going on. Notice that Jesus asks another question. He’s not deterred by 

this. “What things?” He asked them. So they said to Him, “The things concerning Jesus the 

Nazarene, who was a prophet, powerful in action and speech, in ministry and message, before 

God and all of the people.”  

 

Underline that word ‘prophet.’ Was Jesus a prophet? Yes. We believe that He was. But here’s 

where we begin to get to the root of the issue. They had a limited understanding of who Jesus 

was. They thought He was just another prophet, and the events of His crucifixion have just born 

that out. Once again, He is just another dead prophet of Israel. His ministry was powerful, His 

message was powerful—but now He’s dead and in the grave, just like all the Old Testament 

prophets. What good is He going to do us now? 

 

As they go on, they begin to recount the story, and in verse 21 is a real key turning point that 

really gets down to the root of their struggle. “But we were hoping that He was the one who 

was about to redeem Israel.” In a conversation, anytime a person uses words that sound like “I 

was hoping that this was going to do it for me,” “I was hoping that the new job—that that was 

going to fulfill me,” “I was hoping that this relationship, that this person was going to be the 

one,” “I was hoping that this achievement, that this raise, that this standard of living, that this 

new house, that this new boat, that this...something...was going to fill the hole that was in my 

soul.” Anytime you hear a person talk about their hopes, you lean in. You pay attention, 

because they’re about to reveal to you what’s really going on. 

 

And for them, it was that they had only part of the story right. “We were hoping that He was 

going to be the one who was about to redeem Israel.” That word ‘redeem’ is very important in 

biblical language. It’s used 90 times in the Old Testament. It comes from the book of Exodus, to 

talk about how Moses redeemed God’s people from the hand of the Egyptians. And what this 

tells you is that Cleopas and his friend were still seeing Jesus as a political, military savior, that 

just as Moses had freed the Israelites from the hand of Pharaoh, they had prayed and hoped 
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that Jesus was going to be the one to free the Jews from the hands of the Romans. Was Jesus a 

mighty deliverer? Absolutely. But He was about more than just area politics, and what was 

going on geopolitically and socially in the region at that time. There was a much bigger story.  

 

So they go on and they recount what had happened with the women and the tomb, and how 

they’re just all confused about these things. Then look with me at verse 25. “And Jesus said to 

them, ‘How unwise and slow you are to believe in your hearts all that the prophets have 

spoken.’” Jesus hands them a rebuke, to say, “Have you not been paying attention? Have you 

not been listening to My words? Not only that, have you not been paying attention to the 

whole story of Scripture? Then verse 26, “‘Didn’t the Messiah have to suffer these things, and 

enter into His glory?’ Then beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He interpreted for them 

the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.”  

 

This is the moment where Jesus says, “No, no, no, no. You didn’t pay attention to the whole 

story.” The way God promised the Messiah would come would always be a difficult one. Isaiah 

53 says He would have to be despised, He would have to be broken, He would have to be 

crushed. But if you read the end of Isaiah 53 you realize that God would be the one who would 

exalt Him. And if you go back to countless passages in the Old Testament, you see them all 

connect. You see the big story. And this is why it’s so important for us to understand the totality 

of Scripture—all of God’s Word—that Jesus Himself believed the Old Testament to speak with 

the very authority of the words of God. So we can trust all of God’s Word, because every story 

points to Him. 

 

There’s a slide that I’ve used often, but every time I use it I get emails and calls from you guys, 

“Hey, can you send me a copy of that?” I want to put it up for you on the screen. Several years 

ago an MIT student got together with a pastor in Germany, and they visually marked out, 

represented, all of the connections between the Old Testament and the New Testament. There 

are over 63,000 references in the Old Testament that connect somewhere to the New, in the 
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Bible’s over 1100 chapters. They 

did it with different colors based 

on the different words that were 

used, and so it creates this 

beautiful picture of a rainbow.  

 

And a rainbow symbolizes what 

for us? The promises of God. 

Every promise that God made, 

every time that God said, “This 

the way it will happen,” He was faithful to watch over His Word to accomplish it in that way. 

Just as we talked about last week on Easter, the Bible is full of these cross-references and these 

connections. And this is what Jesus did for them.  

 

And I used to think to myself when I read this passage, “Oh, why don’t we have that book? I 

want that book, where Jesus just sat down with these two guys and He went all the way 

through the Old Testament helping them connect the dots.” And then I was studying the book 

of Acts, and I realized that we do. If you pay attention to all the sermons preached by the early 

leaders of the church, they have numerous references to the Old Testament. Even all 

throughout Paul’s letters, all throughout the other letters in the New Testament, you won’t find 

a single letter in our New Testament that doesn’t have multiple allusions to the Old Testament. 

And Jesus opened their eyes to see this truth, and they began to see those connections 

everywhere, and they believed the promises of God to the point that they were willing to 

believe them to the very end. Again, most of these disciples would give their lives believing that 

Jesus had risen from the dead. 

 

Movement three in this story, verse 28, they came near the village where they were going and 

Jesus kind of gave the impression that He was going on. But it was getting late, so it says they 
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urged Him, “Stay with us.” As Jesus is walking alongside of us, we have to make Him our 

priority. This gives them a chance to practice hospitality. Now, hospitality was of immense value 

in the ancient world. Why? Because there wasn’t a Motel 6 on every corner. It was dangerous 

to travel alone, it was dangerous to travel at night, so hospitality was a huge value. Most of the 

Middle East is a desert, and if you don’t have shelter, you don’t have food, you’ll die. So there 

was a long-standing practice that they even had to take in their enemies for 48 hours without 

doing anything to them, because that was such an important part of life in that time.  

 

But in this moment they open up their homes, and in doing so open up their heart to Jesus. And 

Jesus comes in to enjoy a meal with them. And in verse 30 it says, “It was as He reclined at the 

table with them that He took the bread, blessed and broke it, and He gave it to them.” Now, 

this is Luke’s first big hint in this moment that something big is about to happen. Why? Because 

Jesus took the place as the host, the one who would take the bread, bless it, break it, and begin 

the meal. “Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized Him.”  

 

That phrase, “their eyes were opened”—divine passive. In other words, it was God who opened 

their eyes. “They recognized Him”—it’s the same word Luke uses in his Gospel for certainty. 

Same word in chapter 1, verse 4, where he says, “I write these things down in this book so you 

may know for certain who Jesus is.” In other words, they are now convinced beyond the 

shadow of a doubt—they see it, they get it—this is Jesus. And then Jesus in His post-

resurrection body, whoosh, disappears from their sight. 

 

And their response, verse 32, “Weren’t our hearts ablaze, on fire within us?” Fire—always the 

word picture for the Holy Spirit. “Wasn’t God working through the Scriptures as Jesus unpacked 

them?” Another reason why we have to know the Scriptures, because we need to know how 

God works and because we need to feel His presence working, illuminating, opening our eyes. 

And then verse 33, At that very hour—probably now late at night, they’d been on a long 

journey—they’re so fired up they get up and they return to Jerusalem. 
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The word ‘return’ is the word for repentance, metanoia. Their mind had been changed. They 

literally turned around and went the other direction to proclaim what happened. And this is 

what happens to people when God opens up their eyes. They change the direction they’re 

going. If they’re moving away from Him, this is the word-picture the Bible gives us of 

repentance. They turn back and they go the other direction, because everything has been 

changed. And the other thing that happens is the exact same thing that should happen: they’ve 

got to tell somebody.  

 

So they find the disciples and they tell them, “The Lord has certainly been raised.” They believe 

it beyond the shadow of a doubt. “And He has appeared to Simon.” The disciples were already 

in on it. What a moment. Can you imagine having this great news, you run seven miles, you 

bust in the door, you open it up—“Hey, guess what!” And they say, “Jesus is alive.” And they’re 

like, “Oh, man, you’re right. We didn’t have to run seven miles to tell you that. You already 

knew it.”  

 

But as they’re catching their breath, they begin to realize that it’s true, that Jesus is alive, and 

this changes everything. And Luke ends this passage about what had happened on the road, as 

Jesus explained the Scriptures, and how He was made known to them in the breaking of bread. 

In other words, it’s an intentional reminder for Luke that every time we open up the Word of 

God and we ask the Holy Spirit to help us, every time we gather at the Table to celebrate the 

Lord’s Supper, the presence of Jesus is there with us, unseen but alive—powerfully present in 

those moments for us as followers of Jesus Christ. 

 

I love this story, it teaches us so much. And as we landed on it as a church staff years ago, it’s 

one of the best ways for us to understand how we engage our oikos, how we engage our world 

for the sake of Jesus. It’s such an incredible word picture for us of what we’re supposed to do. 

We’re simply supposed to do what Jesus did. We’re supposed to find people who are hurting 
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and discouraged. We’re supposed to walk alongside of them. We’re supposed to start where 

they’re at, listen well, point them back to the Scriptures and the truth that God has revealed to 

us so we can place their feet on the rock that we’ve found, the rock of Jesus Christ and His 

truth. 

 

And we live in a world today in which I know evangelism is almost like a dirty word. It’s been 

maligned, it’s been beat up, it’s been misunderstood. But we need to understand the context of 

the times we’re in. Most of us know in the world today the pervading cultural worldview is 

what we call postmodernism. This is a very complex subject that we could debate and talk 

about for hours. But I want you to know postmodernism can be defined as the pervasive 

worldview of our times that is a reaction to modernism. So it’s a reaction to the 20th century 

and the idea that we as human beings—through science and through reason—can figure it all 

out.  

 

Well, when we find ourselves in the 21st century and we’re still dealing with war and disease 

and things that are just too terrible to talk about, we realize that didn’t answer all our issues 

and our problems. So we now live in a world that’s marked by some of these key ideas. One, 

truth is relative. It’s not absolute, because after all everybody who told us they knew the truth, 

that they could figure these things out, couldn’t figure it out. And it didn’t end up being true 

after all, so how can we trust that? Number two, meaning is defined and determined by the 

listener. Since I can’t trust anybody else or anything else, then I have to become the person 

who decides what’s true, because I don’t trust. Number three, question everything. Question 

everything. And that’s the world we live in today. That’s the cultural ocean that we swim in, so 

to speak.  

 

So postmoderns, people who think this way, they’re skeptical, they are paradoxical—because 

they’ll hold on to one thing that doesn’t seem to make sense with this other thing they believe 

to be true, but they can hold on to both at the same time. Why? Because is works for them, and 
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that’s the only thing they’ve ever been able to figure out. It just works, so I’m going to take 

ahold of this, I’m going to grab a little bit of that, and I’m going to build my own religion, and 

I’m going to build my own life, and I’m going to put my own hope in what I can figure out—

because I can’t trust anything else.  

 

And they’re easily misunderstood, especially by those of us in the church. The temptation is to 

say, “Whoa—no truth. Whoa—everything’s relative. Whoa—run away from that!” But hidden 

underneath all of that, I believe, is what God is doing in this generation to get around the idea 

that we can come up with all the answers. Because postmoderns are also intensely curious 

about the supernatural and the spiritual. They’re very, very open, whereas modernism was not 

at all. Modernism—if you couldn’t explain it with science, then it couldn’t be. But things like 

love, things like grace, things like peace, things like beauty—those things can’t be explained 

with science.  

 

So now this generation is very, very open to talking about the spiritual. They’re very, very 

interested in having conversations about the supernatural and what else might be out there. 

And the thing they long for the most, because they don’t trust, is what? Authentic relationships. 

So what does the Emmaus Road bring together for us as followers of Jesus Christ? A story about 

the supernatural, the resurrected Jesus, and a story about authentic friendship, that the Lord of 

the universe was willing to come alongside of two discouraged men, walking away from what 

they had put their hope in. 

 

So this leads to a paradigm shift for us, and we need to rethink some things about they way we 

come alongside of people in our culture and in our time. So three M’s today, three ways we 

apply this to ourselves as we walk alongside a broken and hurting people. M number one is our 

Manner, the way in which we go about sharing the hope of Jesus Christ. For most of our lives, 

the pervading worldview, the way we did evangelism in the church, could best be described by 

this picture I’m about to put up.  
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See this? Sales guy, right? So here it is. 

Here’s my presentation. Now I want you to 

make a decision right here on the spot. The 

problem with this—a lot of people don’t 

know this guy. They don’t have a 

relationship with this guy. They don’t know 

if this guy can be trusted.  

 

Now, will sometimes God use what we call 

confrontational evangelism? Yes, because He has been at work in the lives of those people 

preparing them for that moment, when all they need to do is hear it and respond. But 

understand that we have an enemy who’s been at work for generations, leading people farther 

and farther away from that moment, to the point that they’re not even neutral about 

Christianity—they’re hostile to it and its messages and its truth claims. They are predisposed 

away from it.  

 

So what if our working paradigm came 

this picture instead? A picture of us on 

a journey, helping our friends over the 

obstacles to faith, over the hurdles that 

they face in their life.  Again, these are 

the things that Jesus has modeled for 

us in this story, coming alongside of 

people and listening to them, leading 

them well, never once walking away 

from the truth. Jesus is pointed with 

them. “Oh, how unwise you have been and slow of heart.” Some translation say, “Oh foolish 
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ones,” as Jesus gently but firmly rebukes them to say, “Did you not see it?” And our friends 

needs that as well. They need people who will speak the truth, but people who will do it in love 

as they walk alongside of them. 

 

So that needs to be the picture for these people. You’ve written down their names. You’re 

praying for them by name and by face. How are you making time to walk alongside of them on 

their journey? Our manners, and our Motives—we have to be sure that our relationships are 

authentic, and that we want for them the best, and we want them to know Jesus, because we 

believe that’s the best. Again, the best thing we can do is point them—not to ourselves, not to 

our institutions, not to our Bible studies and our programs—but the best thing we can do is 

point them to Jesus.  

 

Here’s what one Christian author has to say about that reality. This was so good for me to read 

this week. “Sadly my heart sometimes wants to be a good evangelist more than my heart wants 

to bless the people I’m evangelizing. They become useful to me, rather than what they are, 

which is loved by God. So I have to get my heart back on track with this thought. John 3:16: for 

God so loved the world—pure motive—that He gave His one and only Son—costly sacrifice—

that whosoever—generosity—believes in Him—access to Him by Jesus Christ—should not 

perish but have everlasting life—endless joy.” 

 

Is that my motive, that I want them to know what I know, the richness, the depth, the beauty, 

the wonder of having Jesus walking alongside with me? And the hope, the only hope that will 

not disappoint me. Why? Because that’s the hope that will never fail, that will never let me 

down. Anything else I trust in in this world is at some point going to sell me short. So my motive 

has to be to connect them to Jesus, not so I can just cross them off my list, not so I can go to 

church and brag about how many people I’ve led to Christ, not so I can put another notch in my 

evangelical belt to say, “Wow, look what I have done.” But instead the motive of my heart has 

to be set to say, “I want these people to know the power of the resurrected Christ. 
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And last but certainly not least, our Message. I hope you understand that no matter the 

changing times, our message never changes. There’s a pastor who says like your methods, 

because they’re going to change and you may have to let go of them. But love, love the 

message of the gospel of Jesus Christ, that He is the one who makes all the difference, and that 

everything can be pointed back and connected to Him as you go. 

 

One of the best examples and illustrations of this story being lived out was lived out by one of 

my youth leaders at the Brentwood campus. This is a woman who’s been faithful to walk with 

generations of teenagers, and she’s poured into them, invested in them, gone to their 

ballgames, gone to their recitals, connected with them in LIFE Groups at church. And one day 

there was one of these troubled young women who came to her when she was at a difficult 

point in her life, and she had walked with her for years. And upon graduating from high school, 

that young lady sent her a note and it said this, “If it wasn’t for you, I don’t know who would 

have told Jesus about me.” 

 

Do you see it? That’s what it’s about. Normally we would think the note would go, “I don’t 

know who would have told me about Jesus.” But for her, she recognized that the first thing that 

she did was to meet this girl on her troubled path, to tell Jesus about her, to help walk 

alongside her to the point where Jesus would be the one to open her eyes. Because you see, 

that’s what this passage teaches us. You and I don’t open people’s eyes. That’s God’s business. 

But us—through our walking, through our listening, through our sharing, through our 

connecting them to the Word of God—God will work in and through us to open the eyes of 

people. 

 

Would you bow your heads with me this morning as we come to this moment of commitment. I 

believe there are two groups of people in this room today. Group number one—there are some 

of you in this room who are hurting, and you are discouraged, and you are confused, and you 
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need to meet the resurrected Jesus on the road. So if that’s you today, we’re going to be here 

in just a few moments to pray with you, to talk with you, to share with you how you can know 

life as God always intended it through the power of the resurrected Christ. 

 

And then there’s the second group of you in this room. You know Jesus. You have a relationship 

with Him. The Kingdom of heaven belongs to you, not because of what you’ve done, but 

because of what Jesus has done. And now God is calling you to find the Cleopas, to find the 

person on the road that God has placed in your world that you need to walk alongside of, 

lovingly and patiently, answering their questions, encouraging them and allowing God to open 

their eyes to His greatness and His goodness. Because the reality is our God more than amazing, 

and that’s what we want the whole world to know. 

 

Heavenly Father, would You be with us now in this moment of commitment. If we need to meet 

Jesus, may today be the day that we meet Him. Or Father, if we need to be convicted about our 

lives and are we taking the time to walk alongside of others, pointing them to Jesus, I pray that 

Your Spirit would do His work in our lives and in our hearts today. Thank You that You are 

enough and You are amazing, and it’s in Your Son’s name we pray, and all God’s people said, 

Amen. 


