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The last several weeks as a church family we’ve been in the Gospel of Luke, looking at the 

stories of Jesus as He was moving towards the cross and the resurrection. And then Luke 19:10, 

Jesus said, gave us His mission statement: “I came to seek and save that which was lost.” And 

all this week we’ve been contemplating the enormity of that and all that it meant, with the 

cross and now today with the implications of the resurrection.  

 

And as I was reading this passage in Luke, we’ve been talking about the fact that Luke is a 

master storyteller. A doctor by trade, he was also a very, very good writer. So Luke really puts 

us right in the middle of the emotions of this moment, of this first Easter Sunday morning. And 

as I was grappling with the emotions of this text this week, a story kept coming into my mind 

that’s been in the headlines repeatedly for the last month and a half or so, and most of you are 

familiar with it if you’ve paid attention at all to the news and what’s going on in our world. 

 

As many of you know, on March 8, 

Malaysian airlines flight 370 took off 

from Kuala Lumpur headed to Beijing. 

At some point about an hour into that 

flight, the plane suddenly diverted 

course, went back across the 

peninsula, and then lost all contact 

with the different radio control towers and with the different tracking systems that were 

available to it. The different pings that some of the equipment sent out indicated that it took a 

path either to the north or to the south. On March 15th they determined that those pings led to 

the south, somewhere in the middle of the Indian Ocean.  
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There were 227 passengers on board and 12 

crew members. And as of March 24, they were 

declared lost, and one of the largest recovery 

operations, search operations, ever in the 

history of man has been underway ever since 

then. Already about $40 million have been 

spent by various governments and agencies, 

trying to just locate a piece of wreckage, 

something to give us finality to this story. 

 

Why is this so important? Well, one, we want to know the facts. We want to know what took 

place. But number two, we want closure. In particular you think about the families of those 227 

passengers, of those air crew, and the fact that—as we’re told repeatedly by psychologists, 

we’re told repeatedly by professionals who deal with the subject of grief—you cannot have 

closure unless there’s a body.  

 

And 2,000 years ago, the followers of Jesus Christ had seen Jesus be executed. They knew He 

had been laid in a tomb. And as they arrived at that garden tomb to finalize the funeral 

preparations over Jesus’ body, that’s what they came to do—to have some closure. But all of a 

sudden the body was gone, and there wouldn’t be closure until there was a body again. Stand 

with me in honor of God’s Word as we read about the discovery of these first witnesses. Luke 

24:1-12. 

 

1 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came to the tomb, 

bringing the spices they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from 

the tomb. 3 They went in but did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While 

they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men stood by them in dazzling 

clothes. 5 So the women were terrified and bowed down to the ground. “Why 
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are you looking for the living among the dead?” asked the men. 6 “He is not 

here, but He has been resurrected! Remember how He spoke to you when He 

was still in Galilee, 7 saying, ‘The Son of Man must be betrayed into the hands of 

sinful men, be crucified, and rise on the third day’?” 8 And they remembered His 

words.  

 

9 Returning from the tomb, they reported all these things to the Eleven and to all 

the rest. 10 Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other 

women with them were telling the apostles these things. 11 But these words 

seemed like nonsense to them, and they did not believe the women. 12 Peter, 

however, got up and ran to the tomb. When he stooped to look in, he saw only 

the linen cloths. So he went home, amazed at what had happened.  

 

Speak Lord, for Your servants are listening. Pray with me this morning. Father, we thank You for 

these eye-witness testimony accounts of what happened at the tomb. Father, I thank You that 

we can trust Your Word, that we can realize in these moments that just as we have questions, 

just as we are sometimes terrified, just as we sometimes are skeptical, that that was the 

position of the very first followers of Jesus on that Easter Sunday morning. So I pray that today 

You open our hearts and our ears, our lives to Your truth, as we look at the reality of the 

resurrection and that this changes everything. And it’s Your Son’s name we pray these things, 

and all God’s people said, Amen. 

 

So our guiding question this morning is, “Who were those who first believed in the 

resurrection?” And we’re going to go on a little journey as Luke lays it out for us to understand 

the emotional process they went through. The first group of people, of course, the first 

witnesses were the women. And these women, the text tells us, were perplexed. Now, let’s set 

ourselves in the emotions of this moment for a little bit this morning. Think about all that had 

happened in their lives.  
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Jesus, an itinerant preacher and prophet, burst onto the scene of Judea, in the area of Galilee in 

particular, where most of His public ministry took place. He amassed a group of followers who 

were amazed by His signs and wonders, His ability to do miracles, and His ability to teach unlike 

anybody had ever taught before. Jesus in particular called out a specific group of disciples, 

twelve men to follow Him, but just outside of that circle there was a large number of people 

who were considered outsiders to the religious establishment of that day. People like tax 

collectors, people who had been lumped into the category by Jewish law call “sinners”—and 

yes, women were in that category as well.  

 

And they followed Jesus throughout His ministry, and then Jesus and His followers had come to 

Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. And Jesus was speaking things and teaching things—it was 

almost too much for them to take in. But Jesus’ teachings set Him at odds with the Jewish 

religious leaders, and even with the Romans who were intent on keeping control during a very 

heated time in first century Palestine. So Jesus, with the accusation of blasphemy, was put on 

trial by the Jewish authorities, and the Romans agreed to execute Him.  

 

So Jesus had been crucified on a cross, and this leaves His followers totally confused. Number 

one, this was the best teacher they had ever had, and for many of them, the best friend they 

had ever had. Indeed Jesus said, “I call you friends,” those who had followed Him. For those 

who had been outsiders their whole life, the way He healed them, the way He touched them, 

they way He cared about them had been like anybody else in their whole life, and now they had 

lost Him. And that was the emotional part.  

 

But the rational part of them was grappling: Jesus taught that He was the Messiah. They 

believed that He was God’s promised one. But they knew what the Old Testament said in 

Deuteronomy 21:23, that anyone who hangs on a tree is cursed. So in their mind there was no 

way that they could reconcile that Jesus could still be the Messiah and yet He could be hung on 
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a piece of wood to die, because the Jews equated crucifixion with the curse. So not only are 

they completely overwhelmed emotionally, but they are shattered spiritually.  

 

And of course their base fears began to take over. They’re hiding. “Who’s going to be next? The 

Romans, the Jewish high council—are they going to seek us out?” And it’s the women who 

were brave enough to be seen in public. Maybe because of the way that women were not 

esteemed in that era, they thought they would be left alone. But the women come to the 

garden tomb that day to finish the funeral. 

 

And this requires a little explanation for us in our world today, because our funerals and our 

tombs are much, much different. But Jesus was buried according to a very specific Jewish 

tradition. There was a two-part process to the way this worked in those times. When someone 

was dead, they would be placed in a tomb. Because the Middle East is very rocky, a lot of times 

that tomb had to be carved out of rock. So it was very expensive, and most families shared a 

tomb that would last for several generations. 

 

Here is a drawing, a depiction, of one—and then an example, as some of these still exist in the 

Middle East to this day. You can see in the “cutaway” view—they would carve these tombs out 

of the side of a hill of rock, and they would carve several slabs or benches in there, and when 



6 

 
 

© 2014 Brentwood Baptist Church.  All Rights Reserved.  Unauthorized duplication is prohibited by law. 
 
 
 

someone died they would wrap them in linen, they would lay them on these slabs, and then 

over time, as the body decomposed (and I know this is a little morbid)—hence the reason for 

the spices—they would return to the tomb. They would gather up the bones and they would 

put them in a little box called an ossuary, and they would find a little niche for it. That way 

generations of family members could all be buried in the same tomb together. 

 

So that was the way in which Jesus was buried. Now, if you remember on Good Friday, when He 

was crucified, He died in the afternoon. This didn’t leave very much time, so Joseph of 

Arimathea—a secret follower of Jesus we’re told in the Bible, but who was also a part of the 

Jewish ruling council—was convicted and went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. So he 

purchased the linen, wrapped it in linens, laid it in the tomb.  

 

But they did not have time to prepare the body with the spices and things that it would need, 

because after sundown on Friday, that became the Jewish Sabbath: from sundown on Friday 

until sundown on Saturday. So therefore, during that entire day, note that the followers of 

Jesus, these women, are faithful to the law, to the Old Testament. They don’t work. But at the 

first opportunity they get, at the break of dawn on Sunday, they go with their spices to in 

essence finish preparing the body for burial and to say their last goodbyes. They come to finish 

the funeral, to get the final closure they need. 

 

And yet, they see something that totally catches them off-guard. And what’s that? It’s that this 

massive stone had already been moved. It had been rolled away. The old preachers like to say 

that it was the stone that preached the first Easter sermon. Remember what Jesus said when 

He rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday? Even the stones will cry out! Well, the stone preaches 

the first message to these ladies, that something had happened. Something had changed. 

 

So they’re in this moment, and the text uses the word “perplexed.” It’s a word that in the 

original language literally means, not just questioning, but not even having a clue or a category 
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for what had taken place. They are left literally without resource, is what the technical 

definition of the word means. They don’t even have anything to grab on to. They’re just sitting 

there totally dumbfounded and confused.  

 

If you think about our world today, there are many of us—there may be many of you—who are 

totally perplexed by what’s going on in our world, by what’s going on in your life. There are 

circumstances right now that you simply don’t have a category for. We talk all the time about 

the fact that we live in the information age, and there is information constantly coming at us 

from all sources and all kinds of directions. And yet we many times don’t have an 

understanding. We don’t have a category for all this information. We are like the women. We 

are perplexed. 

 

But then part two of the women’s story, we see what happens next. Look with me in the text at 

verse 4. “But while they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men stood by them in 

dazzling clothes. So the women were terrified, and they bowed down to the ground.” Now, at 

some point early on in our marriage, Tanya decided it would be a fun little running game to see 

if she could scare me. So for sixteen years of marriage, we have this little game where she’ll 

hide in the closet, or she’ll sneak up on me—why? Because most of the time I’m a pretty calm, 

pretty easy-going, pretty laid-back guy. But she loves to see me jump. I mean, it will make her 

laugh for days. 

 

And not only that, she loves it even more—not just when I jump, but when I get that verbal 

reaction, like “Huahh!” Like I’m totally scared and freaked out of my mind. And so now our kids 

have picked up on that game, and one of their favorite things to do is to lurk around the house 

and to jump out of closets and from under beds and try to scare us. And that makes their day, if 

they can scare their dad or if they can scare their mom.  
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And that’s the word picture I get here about what took place. Here are the ladies trying to 

process what took place, and what happened? They came to finish a funeral, and the body’s not 

there. That is certainly out of the ordinary. And then all of a sudden, whoa! There’s two people, 

two angels the other Gospel accounts tell us, who are standing beside them. They’re giving us 

the perspective of the women. So in this moment they realize they are not alone. Something 

other-worldly is taking place here. And their response is to be terrified. They bow down. 

 

Now, there are a lot of us in our world today who just tend to think, “Hey, God, if You’d just 

show up. Hey Lord, if You would just send an angel to say this is the way it is, this is the way to 

go, this is the decision you need to make, this is what you need to do,” we think that would be 

an awesome thing. But every time that happens in the Bible the response isn’t, “Oh yeah!” It’s, 

“Oh no.” So these women are terrified. 

 

And there are so many of us today who are fearful—why? Because we’re fearful of what’s on 

the other side. We’re fearful of what’s behind the curtain. The reality is what we need most is 

divine revelation from God—and yet we’re afraid to go there. But that’s the only thing that can 

explain what’s happening in this moment. So look at the words the angels have to say, because 

they are critically important. “Why are you looking for the living among the dead?” For the 

angels, the reality is that Jesus is risen. That’s reality. They almost laugh at the fact that the 

women can’t see it that way. “He is not here, but He has been resurrected.”  

 

Underline that word. Highlight that word. These are the words that changed everything. The 

word ‘resurrection’ literally means to stand again. And I want you to understand that even in 

their worldview, the first-century Jewish understanding of the world, the Jews were the only 

people in the whole world—this one religion—that believed in kind of a vague idea of a 

resurrection at the very end of time when God comes back to establish His reign and to bring 

His justice. They had hope in this kind of idea that at the end of time maybe people would be 

resurrected. 
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But what nobody expected was that right in the middle of history someone would move from 

death to life. So this word blows them away, “He has been resurrected.” And then this next 

word, “Remember.” Underline that as well. The very next thing the angels tell them, “This is the 

truth. Now remember His word. Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 

saying, ‘The Son of Man must be betrayed into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and rise on 

the third day.’” 

 

Brothers and sisters, when you are afraid, when you have questions, what do you do? You 

remember the words of Jesus that help us to understand reality, that make sense of our 

circumstances, that are greater than our fears. The Word of Jesus, the Word of God, matters to 

us. And it’s why it’s important that we learn to study, and we get the Word into our life—

because in the midst of all of the confusion, it’s what makes the difference. It’s what leads us to 

faith instead of fear. And this is the turning point for these women. Do you see what it says? 

“And they remembered His words.”  

 

So for some of you who are in the middle of a terrifying situation, the word of God to you today 

is to remember His. Remember His words, remember the things He taught you. Because all of 

them have come true. Jesus has never been not true to His word. What’s more, as the disciples 

would begin to understand, all of His Word—from the very beginning of Genesis—was all 

pointing to Jesus. And as they began to realize that God had fulfilled all of this in the early 

church, He gave them such confidence that they were able and willing to overturn the world 

and its systems, because they believed and remembered the Word of God. 

 

And so the women—get this—are the first believers. The outsiders. And this is important for us 

to know for a couple of reasons. Number one, you may not realize this, but in that era women 

were not allowed to give testimony in court. It wasn’t upheld as credible evidence. So the fact 

that they would be the first witnesses to the resurrection speaks a couple of things to us. One is 
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it speaks to how the Kingdom of Jesus turns the world upside down. The last become first. 

Those who are forgotten are remembered. Those who have faith in Jesus are included in His 

great big story. It doesn’t matter who you are. It doesn’t matter what society says about you. It 

doesn’t matter what background you come from. It doesn’t matter what the culture teaches. 

What matters is your response to Him. 

 

Secondly, it helps us to know historical facts. It helps to validate that the resurrection really 

happened. Why? Because if somebody was going to sit around and make up a story about Jesus 

rising from the dead, nobody in their right mind would include women as testimony. Nobody 

would say, “The first witnesses were women,” because everybody knew that couldn’t be 

upheld in court. In other words, it speaks to the truth that these things really happened, that 

the early church didn’t mess with the details of the story. God’s Word can be trusted. 

 

And these women believed beyond the shadow of a doubt that Jesus, their Savior, was alive. So 

look what they do next. Verse 9, “Returning from the tomb, they reported all—everything—all 

these things to the Eleven and to all the rest.” And Luke gives us a list of names, almost as if to 

say, “If you don’t believe me, go ask them. They’re still around.” Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 

Mary the mother of James, and all other women with them were telling the Apostles these 

things.  

 

But look at the reaction of the disciples, and there are many people like this in our world today. 

Verse 11, “But these words seemed like nonsense to them, and they did not believe the 

women.” For them in this moment, they simply were skeptical. And we live in a world today of 

conspiracy theories and people who are skeptical about everything.  

 

And that may be you today, and I know where skepticism comes from. At one point in your life 

you put trust in something, you put hope in something or someone. And when that something 

or someone let you down, your heart begins to grow hard. You begin to put up a barrier. You 
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might even become cynical. The best definition of a cynic I know is one who has been wounded 

by hope. And you see, that’s where the disciples still were emotionally. “Silly women. They just 

had an emotional experience. It’s crazy talk coming out of their mouths.” That’s what they 

believed in this moment.  

 

Think about the stuff you’ve heard related to the Malaysian airlines out there. Well, maybe the 

pilot hijacked the plane. Maybe it was pilot suicide. Maybe, really somebody wanted to hijack 

the plane and land it somewhere in a secret airfield so it could be used like a flying bomb, like in 

9-11 again. Or maybe, like a living episode of the television Lost, it’s parked on some desert 

island in the middle of the Indian Ocean. Get on line for a few minutes, you’ll see there are 

conspiracy theories everywhere.  

 

And you need to know that there were a million conspiracy theories about what happened to 

Jesus. But there were four irrefutable facts that the disciples came to grips with, that we have 

to come to grips with as well today.  

 

Easter Fact #1: Jesus was really dead, and He was really buried in a tomb owned by Joseph of 

Arimathea. Why is that important? Well, there were skeptics out there who said, “Well, maybe 

Jesus just swooned. Maybe Jesus just faked His death.” Spend a little time reading your history 

book about the Roman Empire. I think they knew how to kill people. Jesus was really dead. 

Well, maybe He was put in the wrong tomb. Joseph of Arimathea was a leading Jew. They 

would have been able to sniff that out immediately if He wasn’t in the right place. Nobody 

could deny that Jesus was really dead, and that Jesus had really been placed in that tomb. 

 

Easter Fact #2: The women went to the tomb and found it empty. As we’ve already said, 

nobody would make up a story like that, so it certainly has to be plausible that if it survived 

early history and the early church, there must be evidence that it was true. 
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Easter Fact #3: Turn with me to 1 Corinthians 15. Why do we need a body? So that we can have 

closure. Listen to what Paul says. He says this was what was delivered to him as of first 

importance, the most important message related to the very heart of the gospel and the life 

and the death and the resurrection of Jesus. Beginning in verse 3: 

 

For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that Christ died 

for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised 

on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas 

[that’s Peter], then to the Twelve. Then He appeared to over 500 brothers at one 

time, most of whom remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. Then 

He appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one abnormally 

born, He also appeared to me [as Jesus appeared to Paul on the Damascus 

Road]. 

 

So the evidence we have here is that Jesus appeared alive, flesh-and-blood alive. His body was 

able to eat, able to talk, the disciples were able to touch Him. And yet His body was also 

gloriously different, because He was the firstborn of this new creation. He has His resurrected 

body, so He was able to move between time and space. But we know that it was real because 

He appeared to many groups of people, all of whom Paul in essence is saying you can go talk to. 

He appeared to single people, He appeared to groups of people. He appeared to over 500 

people at one time. That’s pretty good evidence that Jesus is alive. 

 

Easter Fact #4: And I think this is the one that is the most compelling to me—that connects all 

of the dots—is that the disciples, these women, these followers of Jesus, they suddenly and 

sincerely believed that He was alive and this totally transformed them. Remember where we 

started this story. They’re hiding out. They’re afraid. They’re scared. And now all of a sudden 

these men become the greatest missionary force the world has ever known. They will not stop, 

in the face of threats, speaking about Jesus. They continue, even when many of their own are 
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killed, to proclaim His name. All of them, all of the disciples, most of them (that we know from 

church history and tradition) go to their own deaths and never once recant that Jesus was alive. 

 

Now I don’t know about you, but if somebody could keep a story alive that well for forty-plus 

years under the threat of death it would certainly be other-worldly. When I was an RA in 

college, for a couple of summers I had to lead a program that was for guys who were coming 

into the school on probationary basis. So they had real strict rules for a couple of weeks. They 

had barely made the grades to get in, and so my job was to kind of tutor them, help them out, 

get them through class, get them ready for the college experience. 

 

So they had a curfew, and that curfew was violated by four of my guys one night who snuck out 

to “go clubbing” (as they called it). So the next morning what I did was—I didn’t bring all those 

four guys in—I brought them in one at a time. What was remarkable was three of those young 

men told me the exact same sequence of events in the exact same order using the exact same 

phrases and words. They had been up early in the morning, doing their homework.  

 

The fourth guy, bless his heart, comes into my dorm room, sits there on the chair, and you can 

see he’s squinting his eyes, he’s trying to make it through, he keeps messing up the details, and 

finally about two minutes into my grilling of him he says, “Aw, man, I can’t remember the order 

that I was supposed to talk about this stuff!” We can’t keep a secret for 24 hours—much less 

something this significant. The radical change in the disciples, the way they were faithful to 

carry out the mission of the gospel, speaks to the fact that they believed that their Lord and 

Savior was alive.  

 

And last but not least, look at what Peter did. Good old Peter, bless his heart, he’s the guy who 

has to see it for himself. So Peter got up and he runs to the tomb. [Just a little side note. John 

tells us that John and Peter ran to the tomb, and John includes the detail that John beat Peter—

because guys want you to know that kind of information, okay? But graciously John says he 
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allowed Peter to go in first.] So Peter stoops to look in, and he saw only the linen cloths, so he 

went home amazed at what happened. That word ‘amazed’ is probably better translated 

‘wowed.’ He wasn’t to the point of belief yet. It’s actually a very nuanced word in the original 

language. It means “astonishment, and then a sense of awe and wonder.”  

 

Peter was daring, daring to hope, daring to believe. But what was it that pushed Peter over the 

edge, and the other disciples? It was a combination of two things. We understand that 

historically verifying that the tomb was empty still doesn’t produce saving faith. It does 

however help us deal with our skepticism to understand that the finest historians in the world 

look at these facts and says there’s no doubt that these guys believed that Jesus had been 

raised from the dead. But it was the empty tomb combined with the reality of the risen 

Savior—that they saw Him, that they talked with Him, that they ate with Him. 

 

So what about for you and me today? Do we have a body? Do we have a resurrected Savior? 

Where is Jesus today? Revelation chapter 1. We get this picture from John, one of Jesus’ closest 

followers, who finds himself perplexed. It’s at the end of his life and ministry and he’s been 

arrested and placed on a Roman desert island. He’s basically imprisoned. And there he doesn’t 

know what else to do, so he remembers the words of Jesus—and he worships. And he’s in the 

Spirit on the Lord’s Day.  

 

And in Revelation 1:12-18 we see his description of Jesus as He is. 

 

I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me. When I turned I saw seven 

gold lampstands [which represent the churches], and among the lampstands was 

One like the Son of Man. [In other words, Jesus is standing among His people.] 

He was dressed in a long robe, and with a gold sash wrapped around His chest 

[like a high priest]. His head and hair were white like wool—white as snow, His 

eyes like a fiery flame, His feet like fine bronze fired in a furnace, and His voice 
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like the sound of cascading waters. In His right hand He had seven stars; from His 

mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was shining like the sun at 

midday.  

 

And when I saw Him, [like the women] I fell at His feet like a dead man. [This is 

one of Jesus’ best friends, clearly acknowledging that He is Lord.] He laid His 

right hand on me, and said, “Don’t be afraid!” [Don’t be terrified.] “I am the First 

and the Last, and the Living One. I was dead, but look—I am alive forever and 

ever, and I hold the keys of death and Hades.”  

 

“I am the Living One, and I am now alive forever and ever, and whoever puts their trust in Me 

will move from a state of being dead spiritually to life.” This is Jesus. This is our Lord. Ladies and 

gentlemen, we have a Body, and He is gloriously risen. And the promise and the hope of Christ 

extends to all of us who would believe. So you may be perplexed, you may be terrified, you may 

be skeptical. You may be wowed, astonished, not knowing what to do with all of this. But 

understand that none of those things were obstacles, as the first witnesses of the resurrection 

accepted Jesus’ invitation to believe.  

 

So today that’s the greatest message we could preach, the hope that we bring, that for those of 

us who are dead in our sins, those of us who are confused and without categories for anything 

that’s going on, that you can have new life in Christ Jesus. One of the things we want to be sure 

we do is respond to how God has spoken through His Word to you today. We’re always here to 

pray and talk with you, but this week we want to follow up with any of you. Maybe you’re still 

at this place of having questions. Maybe you’re still at this moment of skepticism and you have 

things you need somebody to sit down and open up God’s Word and show you the truth about 

Jesus Christ and what He teaches and who He really is.  
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We’re ready to respond to you this week, but we want to know what God’s doing in your life. 

So on the tab in your bulletin it says, “The Resurrection of Jesus calls for a response.” If this is 

true, if Jesus is alive, then this changes everything. So today you may have never accepted Jesus 

Christ as your Savior, as your King. Today we invite you to do that. The Bible says, “If you 

confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and if you believe in your heart that God—did 

what?—raised Him from the dead, then you will be saved.” That’s the message we’ve been 

proclaiming all morning long, and we invite you to respond today.  

 

The second box gives you an opportunity to list questions you might have, that you’d like one of 

us to follow up with you about. We would be honored to do that. The third box, if you just want 

to talk with one of us more, follow up in a personal way, maybe there’s not enough space there 

to share what’s going on in your life, we want you to help you to know how the new life of 

Jesus impacts everything.  

 

And then last but not least, if you want to join us in our work of proclaiming this new life, we 

would love to tell you what God’s doing in and through this church. And then you can put your 

name and email or phone number, tell us the best way to reach out to you, and list any prayer 

requests you have on the back. And in just a moment our ushers will be by all the doors with a 

basket, and they’ll take these cards from you, and someone will follow up with you this week.  

 

But remember the words of Jesus, that He is the way, the truth and the life. Today we invite 

you to respond to the living Jesus. There’s no more important decision that you could make this 

Easter Sunday morning. And for those of you who know Him, our responsibility and our role is 

clear, that just like the disciples—if this is true, then this changes everything. And the desire of 

our hearts and the focus of our lives becomes to join Jesus in His mission to seek and save that 

which was lost, to tell the story of His saving power, and to remind us all that one day He is 

coming back. 
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Bow your heads with me this morning. Heavenly Father, I thank You for these stories. These 

stories build our faith and help us to understand that You not only came for us, died for us, but 

that You live. And that just like John in Revelation, what some of us need today is for the living 

Jesus to put His hand on us and to say, “Don’t be afraid. I’ll show you the way to life, because I 

am the Alpha and the Omega, I am the beginning and the end.”  

 

So Father, our hearts and our lives are open to You on this Easter Sunday. Thank You that Jesus 

is not dead, He is alive. And for those of us who are dead in our sins, by believing and trusting in 

Him, by turning away from our sins and to Jesus, we can know true life. It’s in Your Son’s name 

we pray these things, and all God’s people said, Amen. 

 

 

 


