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Well, today we wrap up this series with a message from Acts 13. My apologies if you have to 

see me hobble around up here a little bit today. You might be pleased to know that your pastor 

scored the winning goal in a soccer scrimmage on Friday evening. You might not be impressed 

to realize that I was playing against 11-year-old girls. And I woke up Saturday morning and 

couldn’t move my left leg. I overextended it at some point scrimmaging with Lexi’s soccer team, 

so I’m hobbling around a little bit today, and I’m officially getting old. 

 

This passage of text that we’re going to look at today is very important in the life of our church. 

If you study preachers, they all have a sermon that God just put in their heart that resonates 

with every fiber of their being. If you’ve heard of R.G. Lee, the old pastor of Bellview Baptist in 

the Memphis area, his favorite sermon that he preached over a thousand times was called 

“Payday Someday.” Or you might be familiar with other famous preachers like the baseball 

player turned evangelist Billy Sunday. His famous sermon was called “That Old Time Religion.” 

Give me that old time religion.  

 

Well, Mike Glenn, our senior pastor at the Brentwood campus, has come to this text several 

times, and preached it at key moments in the history of our church: Acts 13:1-4. He calls it, 

“Running Members Off.” Now, if you’ve been from a church background or Baptist background, 

you know that usually that phrase doesn’t connote good things, the idea that people leave 

churches for a variety of reasons. But for him, he wanted to recapture that phrase, because to 

him that’s what the essence of the early church was about, and that’s what the church today 

needs to be about—leveraging our resources, leveraging everything that God has given us, in 

order to make the name of Jesus known.  

 

The message and the story of the early church here in Acts 13 is compelling in its focus, the idea 

that the church has come together and been built and brought together by the Holy Spirit, the 
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idea that they’re worshipping and praying, and then by verse 3 they hear from the Holy Spirit, 

they commission Paul and Barnabas as missionaries, and by verse 4 they’re off! Mike often says 

that God put the Brentwood campus next to an exit ramp on Concord Road for a reason, for a 

purpose. That was a big hint about the mission of the church, that we are supposed to be a 

church that God brings people to, we see them come to Christ, be discipled, and then called 

and run off to the mission field that God has called them towards. 

 

Well, in November of 2008, when we were voting about becoming a multi-site church, this was 

the text that Mike preached. And he pulled me up on the platform to share how there was a 

handful of us who were feeling convicted about the community that we lived in, in Spring Hill 

and Thompson Station. The church voted almost unanimously that day to launch the Church at 

Station Hill as our first regional campus.  

 

And now at this point in the history of our church, I want to remind you that God is putting our 

new campus not close to just one exit ramp, but next to two—at Port Royal and Kedron. Why? 

Because we will share that same mission of reaching people for Jesus Christ, seeing them grow 

in their faith, and then deploying them as the Holy Spirit calls them to places where the gospel 

needs to be lived and proclaimed. 

 

So would you stand with me in honor of God’s Word as we read from Acts 13 this morning,  

verses 1 through 4? 

 

1 In the local church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, 

Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius the Cyrenian, Manaen, a close friend of 

Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, 

the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work that I have 

called them to.” 3 Then, after they had fasted, prayed, and laid hands on them, 
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they sent them off. 4 Being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they came down to 

Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. 

 

Speak Lord, for Your servants are listening. Will you pray with me this morning? Heavenly 

Father, as we continue to pray and ponder what’s next for our lives, our families, our campus 

and our church, I pray that just like the early church we would be so focused on You that we 

would hear clearly from You and step confidently in faith into the future that You have ahead for 

us. Open our ears and our eyes and our lives to Your truth today, and it’s in Your Son’s name we 

pray these things, and all God’s people said, Amen. 

 

A book I found very helpful in this series was a book introduced to me by Reid Patton, who is 

our adult discipleship resident. He shared with us a book by one of his friends and mentors, a 

man by the name of J.D. Payne, who’s worked for the North American Mission Board and 

Southern Seminary, and now serves a church in the Birmingham area. It’s called The Barnabas 

Factors: Eight Essential Practices of Church Planning Team Members.  

 

And as we’ve been using Barnabas as kind of our muse, our focus for the past several weeks, it 

helps us to understand the kind of church that we’re called to be. And he walks through the 

very same passage in Acts that we’ve been looking at, looking at how Barnabas was a key figure 

in the early life of the church, and a great example for us as a church that’s committed to 

reproducing and multiplying the work of the Kingdom.  

 

So today we’re going to be looking at what a “Barnabas church” is, and we’re going to be 

reinforcing that with some of the statements that he makes in the book, and his experience in 

planning and helping plant hundreds of churches all throughout the world. There are certain 

factors that those churches remain grounded in, kind of fundamentals so to speak, that help 

keep them focused on the mission that the Holy Spirit has given them. 
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So number one, a Barnabas church. Verse 1, we see this list of names that Luke gives us. Well, a 

Barnabas church has a rich diversity of people functioning together in unity because of Jesus—

because Jesus has saved them—and for Jesus and for His mission. Here’s what J.D. Payne says.  

 

The first factor of a Barnabas church is a team that cooperates together for God’s 

glory. It is also true that when the believers reached out through church planting, 

the Acts record suggests that the ministry was always carried forward by a team. 

They apparently never commissioned a missionary to go alone into a new region 

to plant churches. In God’s economy, the team was and is vital to the propagation 

of the gospel and the multiplication of disciples, leaders and churches. 

 

So in this passage, why does Luke—who does waste any words—give us kind of a detailed 

account of some of the key leaders who are present in the church at Antioch? Well, he wanted 

us to see the group of people God had saved and the diverse leadership pool that was present 

there. I want to put up a little chart, kind of a team chart, for you to see today. So you’ve got 

the church at Antioch.  

 

Here at the top you’ve got Barnabas, who is 

probably the senior elder or the senior pastor 

of the church at Antioch at the time. He had 

been the one sent from the church at 

Jerusalem, so he had that kind of wisdom, he 

had that experience, he was able to validate 

what God was doing and God’s grace and how 

He was at work. The text says he was “full of 

the Holy Spirit and of faith.” So Barnabas is one 

of the key figures there. He was from Cyprus, 
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so he was Greek-speaking, but he had a Jewish background. So he was well suited to engage 

both of the cultures that he was going to have interact with. 

 

We’ve got Simeon. It’s said he was called Niger. Niger is Latin for black, so it’s likely that he was 

African. Some scholars think this might be the Simon of Cyrene—Cyrene is in Africa—who 

carried the cross of Jesus. We don’t know for sure, but there was an African present here 

among the leadership team. We see Lucius, who says that he is from Cyrene, which is where 

the modern-day Libya is, on the north coast of Africa. Some of the earliest missionary efforts 

went in that direction and he had responded. 

 

The next one is very interesting—Manaen. It tells us in the text that he was a part, that he was 

raised alongside of Herod the Tetrarch, who is also Herod Antipas, which is the Herod who was 

ruling during most of Jesus’ ministry. Herod the Great was on the throne when Jesus was born, 

but throughout most of the ministry of Jesus in the Gospels it’s Herod Antipas, or Herod the 

Tetrarch, who’s in charge. This guy was raised alongside of him like a brother, is what the word 

means. Isn’t it interesting that one of the early leaders of one of the early churches was a man 

who had a very high connection to the government at the time? Interesting how God moves 

and pulls together His people. 

 

And then of course we have Saul who we would know now better as Paul, that Barnabas 

himself had validated in Acts 9, and then had gone and got Paul off the field where he was 

serving to come and preach and teach at the church at Antioch. So what you see in this passage 

is this incredible diversity, this diverse group of people, that God had put together—that the 

Holy Spirit has assembled—to not only build up and grow the church at Antioch, but to prepare 

it for its mission that was to come. 

 

As I look around the room today, I see a marvelously diverse group of people when it comes to 

your passions, your abilities, your experiences, your spiritual gifts. As I’m getting to know you, 
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it’s so fun to hear the stories of the different journeys that God has taken you on, but how so 

many of you are at this place saying, “Lord, I want You to use me.” And I believe that God has 

led you here for a season for a reason. That’s part of what God is doing in the life of our church. 

He’s assembling a body of people that He wants to use to reach this community and beyond for 

the cause of Jesus Christ.  

 

Aimee Fletcher helps us run our PLACE ministry. Several years ago we decided as a church 

family that we would make a class called PLACE part of our membership process. And that was 

so we could help people identify what God had put in their lives that they could use in the life 

of the church and in the ministries and the partnerships that we support. PLACE is an acronym. 

It stands for your Personality, Learning your spiritual gift, your Abilities, Connecting your 

passion, what you’re passionate about, with ministry, and Experiences, what you’ve 

experienced in your life. 

 

So now that we’ve been going for four 

years as a campus, Aimee pulled 

together for me some statistics and 

some charts to kind of show a 

composite of who God is bringing to 

the Church at Station Hill. This is kind 

of fascinating. So we begin with our 

Personality profiles. PLACE uses the 

DISC profile that talks about your 

temperament. The normal leader type, they call them “Drivers,” right here: 18% of our new 

people are Drivers, or leaders. 18% are Influencers—that’s the “I” personality. They love to be 

with people and people are what make them come alive. 26% of us, over a quarter, are what’s 

called Stabilizers. You're the slow and steady type. And then 38% of us are C personality types, 

which are the Critical Thinkers.  
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What’s so interesting to me is to think about this entire wedge right here, that a huge 

percentage of us, as we move forward with the Middle Tennessee Initiative—you guys are 

wired to be the kind of people who figure things out. As we figure out education and poverty 

and healthcare needs in our community and in our region, you’re the type of people who like to 

connect the dots, to think through things critically, to make sure that we’re marshalling all of 

our human and financial and facility resources, to use them in the very best way possible in 

order to engage others for the sake of the gospel. 

 

The next slide I think is 

critically important. It talks 

about the spiritual gifts in 

the life of our 

congregation. And over 

here, the very first one, the 

highest one is 

administration. You guys 

like to boss people around. 

I could have told you that. No, I’m teasing. That’s not actually what administration is about. 

Administration is the ability to coordinate all the details, to say, hey, we’re at point A and if we 

see the Holy Spirit moving and God’s down here at Z, then what do B, C, and D look like? And 

you have the wherewithal, you have the ability to stick with a project to see it all the way 

through, and you have the ability to see the other team members that God has placed around 

you. You realize that you don’t have to do it all by yourself, but that gift leads you to see how 

processes and systems can be worked together to serve God’s purposes. 

 

The other interesting spike that we have over here is in the gift of mercy. And I am so glad that 

you guys have a lot of that gift, because on my profile, mercy is way down here! But God has 

given us a group of people who have the spiritual gift of caring for others. That’s certainly 
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played out time and time again, when I’m not the first one to make it to the hospital, or I write 

that card or I make that phone call, and they’re like, “That’s great, but I’ve already heard from 

three deacons and two members of your Nurture Team.” That’s the way the church is supposed 

to be. 

 

And you guys do such a wonderful job of caring for others, and your mercy has this tendency to 

connect with people who are hurting, and we’ll see how that plays out in just a moment. But 

the reality is, God has placed a lot of mercy gifts in the life of this church—that you empathize 

deeply with people. And guess what? We live in a community and in a world of people who are 

broken and hurting, and they need people who exhibit mercy and help restore, help people 

with the recovery process, to the point that they can stand up on their feet again. I love that 

about you in the life of the church. The third highest kind of goes along with it, the gift of 

encouragement, that you guys like to build each other up, and that’s a beautiful thing to watch 

on the move.  

 

The next slide is going to tell us why 

you guys like to do what we’re about 

to do this afternoon, and that’s hang 

out and party together. For all of the 

detail people in our congregation, our 

highest ability—as we respond to our 

environment—is social. This is why I 

have to kick you guys out the door at 

like 2:00 in the afternoon after church. 

Because you guys like being together. It’s why so many of our LIFE Groups have such good 

chemistry, because we have a very social congregation. Over here we have a lot of you who are 

conventional thinkers, and we have a good group of artists as well, who use your talents and 
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your skills, and you desire to use what the Creator God has given you to point other people 

back to Him. 

 

The next slide shows us our 

felt passions. These are the 

things you guys are 

passionate about, and I think 

this is so cool, if you look 

around the room. Number 

one, almost 60% of you say, 

“Children are my passion.” 

And I think, as I look out on 

this room, of the numbers of you who lead LIFE Groups on Sunday mornings and Wednesday 

nights for our preschoolers and our children and our students. You guys care deeply about the 

next generation, that you want to see them knowing Christ, built up and rooted in Christ, 

understanding how they can serve Christ. Your passion for children is a blessing. And it’s no 

accident that God placed a people with that much passion for children in a community full of 

what? Children! And young families. What a gift that is. 

 

Your next passion is for the lonely, broken-hearted and hurting. The fact that many of you have 

mercy gifts leads you to gravitate towards those people who, for whatever reason, have had a 

broken road in their lives and maybe even in their experience with the church. But you have a 

real desire to reach out to them. The next one is worship and music, and we’ve seen that on 

display, right? I mean choir, horn line—what church this size has this kind of talent? And you 

guys bring that to us, and you help lead us in worship, which we’re going to talk about in just a 

moment, why that is so important. 
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The next passion that you indicated near worship and music is for the lost, for missions, for 

evangelism. You very much understand the priority of the gospel and it going forward from this 

place. And these last three—abortion, family and adoption. All family issues related to the next 

generation and the way that those things play themselves out, that you guys have a real desire 

to connect the dots between families that are hurting and Jesus Christ. What an incredible 

profile. What an incredible group of people that God is assembling here for His purposes. 

 

If you look at that list of people in the first verse today, and you say, “Only God can bring 

together a leadership team that looks like that.” And if we look around this room, I’m convicted 

and I believe as a pastor, only God could bring together a group of people as diverse and as 

different as we are, and yet unified with the mission of sharing the good news of Christ with 

others. But I want to tell you, we need you. Everything that we’re talking about is going to 

require all of us, all in, everybody together, using everything that God has given you—not to sit 

on the sidelines, not to be some kind of consumer Christian, not to be a fair-weather fan, but to 

be fully engaged in the mission of what God has next for us. 

 

All right. Barnabas factor number two. A Barnabas church understands the priority of worship, 

fasting, and calling. Here’s what J.D. Payne has to say: 

 

I greatly fear that for some, this factor is the one that will be glossed over and 

given little attention. The passion to plant churches and to accomplish lofty goals 

will overshadow the need to focus on the fundamentals. This factor is the 

foundation upon which all the rest stand. It was out of this intimate fellowship 

that the Spirit spoke to the believers in Antioch, commanding them, “Set apart 

for Me Barnabas and Paul to the mission that I have for them.” 

 

So, we know that God wants to use us. But the question is, how? So what do we do? Do we try 

to put down some plans on paper? Do we try to figure out things on our own? No. We do what 
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faithful believers have always done. When you don’t know what to do, you worship and you 

pray. Why is worship so important? Worship’s important because it takes our eyes from being 

focused on the horizontal, the things of this world, to be focusing on God and His glory and His 

greatness. Worship recalibrates our spirits. It’s like hitting “reset” on your phone or your 

computer. It helps us to remember what matters most. And in the middle of a world that can 

be very confusing to us, things become very clear when we’re engaged fully with our minds and 

hearts and souls in worship. 

 

And this is what the early church did over and over again. You’ll see these guys throughout the 

book of Acts worshipping no matter where they were—in a jail cell, in a moment of 

persecution, in a moment of intense prayer, they’re focusing their attention on God, saying, 

“God, You are bigger and greater and more sovereign than all of this stuff that’s going on. So 

the most important thing for us right now, the priority has to be for us to fix our eyes on You, 

for us to get a clear picture of who You are in Your nature, in Your character, and Your ways, so 

we can respond appropriately and with our very lives.” 

 

And the word there—fasting—is important as well. I know that’s a word we don’t use very 

much in our tradition. I know that when we talk about fasting, it’s usually associated with food, 

and the only fast we want there is, “How fast can I get from the couch to the ‘frig?” That’s kind 

of what we think about in our minds. But all throughout the Bible you see people using the 

practice, the spiritual habit and discipline, of fasting in order to focus on God’s Word and on 

what He’s telling us. 

 

Now, when we say “fasting,” it often does refer to food, but I also have friends who have 

learned to fast from things like television, social media. There are different fasts that they take 

on for a season. Why? So their mind is not cluttered with all of the stuff of this world, and they 

fix their eyes on Jesus, and they get in the Word, and they spend focused time with Him so they 

can hear from Him clearly what He has next. Wayne Grudem in his Systematic Theology gives us 
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some of the benefits of fasting, and I think some of this plays into how this early church heard 

so clearly from the Lord.  

 

He says, “It increases our sense of humility and dependence upon the Lord.” When you realize 

after going without a meal or two how weak and how kind of faint you feel, you realize how 

mortal you are and how dependent you truly are. “It allows us to devote more of our attention 

to prayer.” The things that we might be distracted with, the things that normally pull at our 

time, take up those little moments during the day—we’ve surrendered those things so that 

we’re able to just give more time to focused prayer and time in the Word.  

 

“It’s a continual reminder of personal sacrifice,” that there are things in being a follower of 

Jesus that we’re all called to release so that we can see what God would give in response. And 

it’s a reminder of that. “It’s a good exercise for us in self-discipline.” The Bible’s very clear that 

we shouldn’t be controlled by anything, including food, and so it’s a reminder of that in our 

lives. “It heightens our spiritual and mental awareness, and gives us a sense of God’s abiding 

presence, and it expresses earnestness and urgency in our prayers.”  

 

The prophet Joel helps us understand this in chapter 2 of Joel, where he says, “Yet even now 

says the Lord, ‘Return to Me with all of your heart.’” So what does that look like? He tells us, 

“With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning, and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 

In other words, it’s not the superficial and the outside that we need to be focused on. It’s giving 

our heart, devoting our heart fully to the Lord. And there’s a right way to fast and there’s ways 

that we have to be careful of.  

 

So if you need more instruction in that, the staff and your LIFE Group leaders will be willing to 

walk you through that. We’re going to spend some time in the spiritual disciplines in the fall. 

But the reality is, Matthew chapter 6, Jesus told His disciples, it’s not if you fast, it’s when you 

fast. Jesus said, “When you fast...,” expecting there would be times when His followers would 
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need to hear from Him so clearly that they would be willing to surrender anything that was 

distracting them, so they could focus their spiritual attention on Him and on Him alone.  

 

So in this moment of worship and prayer and fasting, what happens? A calling, a calling from 

the Holy Spirit, and this calling is so important for us to spend some time unpacking today, 

because the reality is there are many of you in this room who are grappling, “How is God real to 

me? What is He calling me to do next? What’s my Next? What does this look like?”  

 

Well, first of all, understand that callings are personal. “Set apart for Me Barnabas and Paul.” 

Not all five guys, not any other guys. But the calling was to these two men in particular. Why? 

Because these were the men who, as we’ll see the story play out, that God had uniquely 

equipped and prepared for this moment. So understand that we all have a calling to submit our 

lives to the Lord, but in this moment and for this assignment, there was a particular calling 

upon their lives.  

 

Number two, the calling is always purposeful. God has a plan. The word “set apart” is only used 

three times in the New Testament, always of Paul and his journey. First, in Galatians 1, Paul was 

set apart for the work of the gospel. In Romans 1, Paul was given from the very early days by 

Jesus an understanding, as he looked back on his life, that he had been set apart for the work of 

Christ. And here, Paul was set apart for this particular mission. This idea of being set apart for 

God to use keeps coming up again and again in the New Testament. And Paul and Barnabas 

understood that God had a particular work for them to accomplish. It was a purposeful calling 

in their lives. 

 

Go with me in your Bibles to Ephesians 2. I love that we all share these three verses, where Paul 

was talking about our salvation. Of course, many of you have memorized verses 8 and 9, but 

you need to memorize 10 as well. Paul says, “For you are saved by grace through faith, and this 

is not from yourselves, it is God’s gift, not from works so that nobody can boast.” So Paul 
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declares what the entire New Testament speaks to, that our salvation is not based on what you 

do for God. Instead it is a gift of God that you receive by faith, that God in essence saves you 

from your effort, He saves you from your work of trying to save yourself. But that’s not the end 

of the story.  

 

Verse 10, “For we are His creation, created in Christ Jesus for...” What? “Good works, which 

God prepared ahead of time so that we should walk in them.” You see, the calling is also 

providential. The word ‘call’ there in Acts 13 is in the perfect tense. In other words, it means 

that God knew all along that this moment was going to come. And as believers it’s encouraging 

for us to know that not only has God saved me from my works righteousness, but God has 

saved me to do something that matters for His Kingdom, that living in a response to His grace, 

living fully surrendered to Him, now God from the creation of the world made me to do 

something that matters for His Kingdom.  

 

And God knew that this moment would come. He knit me together. He gave me the gifts at the 

point of my salvation that I would need. He’s been preparing the circumstance and the 

opportunity for the moment when He would call and say, “This is what I’ve created you for. This 

is your assignment.” If you think about Paul and this assignment, this moment, that Paul 

certainly had been faithful to develop his calling as a pastor, as a teacher. But this is the point in 

the story where Paul begins to dominate the narrative. Why? Because this is what God had 

made Paul to do, to take the gospel to the Gentiles, to be God’s chosen instrument, His 

mouthpiece, to plant churches and share the gospel with the whole world. What a beautiful 

thing this is.  

 

And when, as a church family—as individuals, families and together—we focus on worship and 

prayer, asking God to lead us to see Him clearly, then we begin to see the calling, the 

assignment, that He’s placed on our lives, that God had been preparing us for all along. So if 

you’re struggling with your purpose, if you’re trying to figure out, “God, how do I serve You? 
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What do I do?” you go to Him in worship and prayer. You get focused, and you allow Him to 

speak to you in such a way that you know you can take that next step of faith.  

 

Because guess what? They didn’t get an itinerary about their first mission journey. They didn’t 

get even a travelogue that told them where they were going to go and what they were going to 

do. It was just “set them apart for the work that I have called them to.” And yet these two men, 

and the early church supported it, understood that this was that moment when they were 

going to have to step out on faith, but they could be sure that just like when God called 

Abraham, and Abraham went, God was calling them. And what they had to do was go. 

 

And that leads us to the third Barnabas factor: a Barnabas church responds to the leading of the 

Holy Spirit in order to advance the work of the gospel. Notice they didn’t put up a fight. Notice 

they didn’t convene a committee meeting. “Wait a minute! We’re about to run off two of our 

key leaders. Let’s rethink this strategy for a moment.” Notice that they simply responded. God 

revealed, and they responded. That’s the essence of what worship itself is all about.  

 

Here’s what J.D. Payne says, “Spirit-led leadership is a key Barnabas factor. The Spirit-filled walk 

does three things. It provides wisdom to engage unbelievers, it provides boldness for 

evangelism, and it provides perseverance. The Scriptures are clear that Barnabas was full of the 

Holy Spirit and of faith.” So we see this beautiful relationship between the Holy Spirit and the 

church and the set-apart ones. We see the reality that the church doesn’t do anything apart 

from the leading of the Holy Spirit, and yet the church certainly has a role to play in affirming 

and confirming and releasing from their duties these two men, so that they could be a part of 

what God was telling them to do. 

 

And that brings us to factor number four. A Barnabas church is a sending church that is willing 

to commit its best so that more people will hear and respond to Christ. “Faithfulness to the 

call,” Payne writes, “is the next Barnabas factor. The one God calls, He enables by His presence 
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to fulfill completely the call. Any other assignment offered by the world will always be a huge 

step down.” What an incredible thing we see, that this church trusted God enough to send two 

of their very best. 

 

Now this is a moment of honesty that I need to have with you as a congregation. You guys know 

I love you, right? Yeah, you’re supposed to nod your heads, okay? Yes. I love you dearly, and I 

love what God is doing among you. But I hope you realize there are those of you that I really 

hope I don’t see three, four, five years from now. Why? Because God is going to bring people to 

Station Hill, they’re going to come to Christ, they’re going to grow in Christ, they’re going to be 

discipled.  

 

But at some point that calling is going to come for you, and God’s going to call you to go to a 

new community. God may call you to go to an inner city. God may call you to go to a nation that 

we would consider the ends of the earth. God may call you to go adopt that child, to go foster 

that sibling group. But there are those of you in this room who are going to be called from this 

place, and we’re going to do just what the early church did. We’re going to love you, we’re 

going to celebrate that, we’re going to lay hands on you and pray for you. We’ll always consider 

you part of our church family.  

 

But we are going to release you from your roles and your responsibilities in this congregation. 

Why? Because God’s next assignment is for you to go share the gospel with somebody who 

needs it. It’s what we’re supposed to be about as a church. The churches that get in trouble are 

churches that hoard their resources, the churches that try to put up the walls as high as they 

can and grab everybody and hold them tightly.  

 

We love the fellowship we have as a church family. You guys are social—we’ve already talked 

about that. But we also know that there are things that God has placed in some of you, that He 

is going to call you and He’s going to use you in an incredible way outside of this context, but 
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He’s used this moment and this time to prepare you for what is next. And it’s going to be a fun 

journey to see how God’s going to take the people, and especially the young people that are in 

this room, and He’s going to scatter them across the globe, as they grow up and as they find 

their purpose and their calling in God’s great big plan.  

 

And we’re all going to look back, and those of you who are their LIFE Group leaders, and those 

of you who are leading them to learn what it means to worship, and those of you who’ve been 

a part of their lives like extra moms and dads and aunts and uncles and grandmas and grandpas 

around here—you're going to stand back and you’re going to say, “Man, that’s one of the 

coolest things God ever let me be a part of, just helping that young man, that young woman, to 

find who God created them to be.” And then to watch them run off to make an impact for 

Jesus. And when we get on the other side of that river, when we get into heaven someday, 

we’re going to have a great big reunion where we see how God used all of them. It’s going to be 

awesome.  

 

And I know it can be overwhelming at times to think about God’s great big vision, and God, 

what is our role and what is our part? It’s why Barnabas is such a good example for you and for 

me, because he’s a guy who’s willing to give, a guy who is willing to go and invest for the sake of 

the gospel, not caring if he got the credit or not. I have a mentor who tells me, “Jay, it’s amazing 

what you can accomplish if you don’t care who gets the credit.” And Barnabas was one of those 

guys.  

 

And I know I feel like one of those guys on most days, just an ordinary guy. So I want to bring 

back a quote I used when we started talking about Barnabas. “Barnabas wasn’t a star. He was 

more like one of us, an ordinary guy who surrendered to a great call to simply do his best to 

assist in the greatest mission enterprise ever. Barnabas probably lacked some of the oratory 

skills or apologetic artistry of more famous guys like Peter or Paul, but Barnabas’ faithfulness 
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provides a glimpse of how we can be better in a calling that is often trying and always in need 

of greater staying power, faith, and steady determination.”  

 

When people write the story of the Church at Station Hill, I want them to say their story is that 

they’re just a bunch of ordinary people that through their consistent faithfulness God is using in 

extraordinary ways. Will you bow your heads with me this morning? In this moment of prayer—

I wonder which of the Barnabas factors is the one that you're wrestling with today. Maybe 

you’ve been asking throughout this series what your Next is, but it’s still unclear. I want to 

encourage you to go back to the Lord, to worship, to pray, and yes even to fast, to ask God, 

“What is it? Show it to me, because I want to move forward in faith—not having to have all the 

details, but knowing that this is my assignment.”  

 

There are others of you in this room who you know what the calling is, but you’ve been 

disobedient. For whatever reason you haven’t been able to step out there and take that faith 

journey that will move you into the next chapter of what God has for you and your family. 

Today would you surrender? Or today maybe you realize that you’ve been holding on, trusting 

in your best instead of releasing that and trusting that God, Jesus, will fill all things in every way. 

And today you need to let go of what you’ve been clutching on to, so that God can show you 

what He has next for you. And of course it all begins with a relationship with Jesus. Nothing 

happens apart from that, for it is God’s grace that saves us through faith, not our works.  

 

So if that’s the way you need to respond today, then we invite you in just a few moments to 

come and pray or talk with one of us. But in this moment let’s pray together. Heavenly Father, I 

thank You for the power of the story of the church in Acts, how they were constantly coming to 

You in worship and prayer, and then following Your lead as You revealed Yourself. God, today 

what we need most is Your revelation so that we can respond with our very lives. So in just a few 

moments, my friends need the church family to come alongside of them, pray for them, 

encourage them, and I pray that we would do just that. And thank You that You are a God who 
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still calls, a God who still sends, and You are the God who saves. And it’s in Your name we pray 

these things, and all God’s people said, Amen. 

 

As we come to this moment today, it’s an important element for us to be able to respond to in 

the life of our congregation. Zach and Rachel Van Gieson have been called to their next ministry 

assignment, and so we want to do what the early church did. We want to commission them, we 

want to pray for them as they go in response to what God’s been doing in their life. So Zach and 

Rachel, we want you guys to come and stand right here in the middle, and if you want to come, 

if you’re friends with them, if you want to come and place your hands on them symbolically, 

then I know that they would appreciate that. But we’re going to have a time of prayer and 

commissioning for them right now in this moment, so if you would come, we’re going to pray 

for them and encourage them, because we believe that they’re stepping into what God has 

next for them.  

 

And for the last four-plus years, they have been faithful in so many ways, and it has been so 

encouraging to see all the lives they have touched, all the lives they have been a part of. So 

we’re grateful for that. So it’s a bit of a bitter-sweet moment for us to see one of our own go 

on, but as Zach’s calling continues to grow and expand, he felt God leading him and his family 

towards a full-time opportunity in Iron City Baptist Church in Anniston, Alabama. It doesn’t 

even know what they’re getting ready to handle with Zach and Rachel, Morgan and Luke, but 

we are excited for them and we’re going to continue to pray and encourage them. So I’m going 

to say a prayer of blessing over them as a church family, and then you know we’re getting ready 

to celebrate them in a few moments. 

 

But this moment’s important as well, that they feel the prayers and the support of their church 

family. Let’s pray together. Heavenly Father, I thank You so much for Zach and Rachel, for 

Morgan and for Luke. God, thank You for all that You’ve done in their lives and in their family. 

Father, we confess that this is a bitter-sweet moment for us. It’s sweet because we’re excited 
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about what You have in store for them, how You’re going to be able to use their talents and 

abilities and skills to bless another congregation, to tell another community about the hope of 

Christ, to impact another generation with the things You’ve showed them and taught them 

here. And yet Father it’s hard for us, because we admit we have to release one of our own from 

his duties here, so he’s free to focus on this new assignment.  

 

So Father we pray a couple of things in this moment. We thank You first of all for the way You 

have used Zach and Rachel and their family to impact our congregation, and in particular our 

children. For all of the lessons that have been taught, truths that have been imparted, 

encouragement and love that’s been given, God we know that You’ve use that, You’ve multiply 

that, that You’ve left a deep impression on the life of many young people and the life of this 

church because of the ministry of this family. God, second, we know that the arrows have 

continued to line up, that this step is Your next step for Zach and Rachel. So we know that 

they’re taking it with confidence that You’re in it. And Father I pray that they know that they 

have a church family back here at Station Hill supporting them, loving them, that can’t wait to 

hear the incredible reports about how You’re at work in that church in the community, because 

of this couple.  

 

So Father we pray that as You go before them, they would step confidently out in faith. There’s 

going to be some days when it’s hard—transitions always are. Father, would You let them know 

that You are with them, and would You give them Your wisdom in how they can bring what 

You’ve placed inside of them to make a difference in lives for eternity in that church and in that 

community. Father, we release them to You now. We commission them in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, and we love them dearly. Thank You for the Van Giesons, and we give them to You 

for Your glory and Your name’s sake, and it’s in Your Son’s name we pray these things, and all 

God’s people said, Amen. 

 



21 

 
 

© 2014 Brentwood Baptist Church.  All Rights Reserved.  Unauthorized duplication is prohibited by law. 
 
 
 

It’s only fitting today that we’re going to end our time in just a moment with worship, giving 

glory to God for all that He’s doing and all that He’s going to do, that He has been faithful to us 

time and time again. And in just few moments, before we re-set for our time of celebration 

together, do not leave this room if you need someone to pray with you and for you. Let’s give 

great glory to God. Would you stand with us as we sing together? 

 

 


