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We began last week talking about the Barnabas way, how he is a model for us of how the early 

church grew because people encouraged that growth through their personal commitment to 

the vision of spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ. We’re going to spend the next several weeks 

looking at Barnabas and some corollary passages as well throughout the book of Acts that are 

going to help us understand the impact he had. 

 

But that’s one of the fun things about the Bible. A lot of times we focus on major characters like 

Peter and John and Paul, and rightfully so, but there are other people in the Bible, and most 

commentaries describe Barnabas as just another ordinary guy. He wasn’t one of the Apostles, 

but he was a faithful servant, and as such provides an incredible model for us. Today we’re 

going to focus on planting churches, so we’re going to look at how Barnabas encouraged the 

church plant in Antioch.  

 

As we discussed the message in the preaching team this week, we saw how the story was 

contextualized. For the Brentwood campus, our church campus and some of the other church 

planting efforts are a new thing. In our case, you have been a part of that journey for the last 

three or four years. I went back through some of my notes, and it was interesting to me to 

revisit how faithful God has been and all He has done. 

 

If you walk past my church office, some of you might have noticed a painting hanging outside in 

the hallway. And if you know anything about me, you will know that I am the least artistic 

person in the world. I have a hard time drawing stick men. I’ll draw those and my kids will say, 

“Really Dad? That’s the best you can do?” Well, yeah, that’s the best I can do. I can appreciate 

art, but I am certainly not an art expert. 

 



2 

 
 

© 2014 Brentwood Baptist Church.  All Rights Reserved.  Unauthorized duplication is prohibited by law. 
 
 
 

So why would I have a painting outside my office? Some of you have heard the story behind this 

painting, but God has brought a lot of new people our way who don’t know this story. So if you 

go back to 2008, I was still on staff at the Brentwood campus. We were very much feeling called 

to begin the Church at Station Hill. I remember that year grappling with it, because it seemed 

such a distant reality. It seemed so far off. There were so many things that weren’t in place yet. 

We didn’t have a group of people, a launch team, assembled. We didn’t have a place to meet. 

We didn’t have any of these things yet. 

 

I was sitting in a devotional with one of our staff members, and as they were sharing they held 

up a picture of this painting and told the story behind it. This painting was created by a man 

whose first calling in life was to be a pastor. So he went to seminary like his dad—but he 

flunked out. So discouraged but not dissuaded, he thought, well maybe he was supposed to be 

a missionary. So he was trained, and he went to work with very poor men who worked in the 

Belgian coal mines.  

 

But he was so moved with compassion by the plight of these men and their families—how poor 

they were and how hard they worked—that he quickly gave away everything he made, 

everything he owned, to these men. Well, his supervisor in that mission project thought he was 

unfit for ministry, because he wasn’t prudent. So he yanked him out of that coal mining town. 

Very discouraged now, the man turned to his third love, which is what he became famous for. 

That love was art and painting. 

 

And as he established his career, as he went along, we have hundreds of letters he wrote to his 

brother. He was a very prolific writer, and as he writes you can see his struggle with the 

institutional church, as he felt more and more disconnected from the community of faith. And 

that began to turn up in his art. When he was later on in his career, he painted a painting called 

“The Church at Auvers.” I’ll put up another picture so you can see it’s an actual church as well 

that still stands to this day.  
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But what’s interesting is the perspective historians have noticed he decided to paint this church 

from. He painted the church from behind, from a distance. There are paths that lead around 

the church, but not to the church. And most notably, art critics have nicknamed this painting, 

“The Church With No Doors.”  

 

The man’s name? Vincent Van Gogh. Many of you who are familiar with art could probably tell 

by the signature brush strokes. The dark and swirling sky around the church indicates to them 

his mood about what actually took place inside those doors. In another one of his most famous 

paintings, “Starry Night,” if you look at the village that’s down below, there is a light on in every 

single other building with the exception of—you guessed it—the church. 

 

So as our staff member shared the story with me, it began to occur to me that being a resident 

of Spring Hill, as I got to know people in local coffee shops and in my neighborhood, that our 
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community was full of people who, just like Vincent Van Gogh, were discouraged by what they 

knew to be the church. They had a desire for a relationship with God, but when it came to the 

local church they couldn’t find a door. They couldn’t find a welcoming face, a friend, a place 

that would open their doors and their hearts to people and say, “Come in. We want to teach 

you about Jesus.” 

 

So as that year progressed, we shared the vision of what God was putting on our hearts—to 

bring another church family to this growing community that was under-churched. In 2006 a 

North American Mission Board survey said that 83% of the people living in the Spring 

Hill/Thompsons Station area did not have a church home. That only emboldened our conviction 

that more good churches were needed in this community.  

 

So we had fifty families that signed a covenant that said that they 

would take the step of bringing the church to the people. And we 

put those covenants symbolically on a door, to symbolize the 

reality that we wanted the Church at Station Hill to create new 

doors for people to be introduced to Jesus Christ, to know His 

saving power, to know His work and what He was about. If they 

weren’t going to come to us, then we were going to bring the 

church to them.  

 

And as we sang about a few moments ago, God has been so 

faithful time and time again. It hasn’t always been comfortable, it 

hasn’t always been easy. We’ve fought many, many battles along 

the way in our past. We’re coming up on our four-year anniversary. But yet God has moved, 

God has worked. Just like God has always worked.  

 



5 

 
 

© 2014 Brentwood Baptist Church.  All Rights Reserved.  Unauthorized duplication is prohibited by law. 
 
 
 

Acts 11 tells the story of how from the mother church in Jerusalem there came a new church 

plant just down the road—in a place called Antioch, a strategic place for the gospel to go forth 

from there to all nations. We’re going to read about the story of the establishing of that church 

in Acts 11. Will you stand with me in honor of God’s Word as we read this morning? Acts 11:19-

24. 

 

19 Those who had been scattered as a result of the persecution that started 

because of Stephen made their way as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, 

speaking the message to no one except Jews. 20 But there were some of them, 

Cypriot and Cyrenian men, who came to Antioch and began speaking to the 

Hellenists, proclaiming the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand 

was with them, and a large number who believed turned to the Lord. 22 Then 

the report about them reached the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they 

sent out Barnabas to travel as far as Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw the 

grace of God, he was glad, and he encouraged all of them to remain true to the 

Lord with a firm resolve of the heart—24 for he was a good man, full of the Holy 

Spirit and of faith—and large numbers of people were added to the Lord.  

 

Speak Lord, for Your servants are listening. Pray with me this morning. Heavenly Father, I thank 

You for the vision and mission that Your Word gives us. Even under the most difficult of 

circumstances, as Your people go they carry the gospel of Jesus Christ with them. And Your 

followers have always been faithful to establish new works, to begin new churches, so the 

people in that community, the people in every community, can know and experience the love of 

Jesus Christ and the power of Christian community. Father, will You bless us today as we seek to 

line our church and our lives up with the way that the Spirit is at work. We love You, Lord. Open 

our ears and our hearts to You. And it’s in Your Son’s name we pray these things, and all God’s 

people said, Amen. 
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So this morning there are three questions we’re going to address from this section of Acts. 

Some theologians call Acts 11 a primer on church multiplication or church planting. Which by 

the way I hope you understand that church planting, church multiplication—those are just 

terms we use. It was funny, a couple years ago when we were in our launch phase and still 

meeting at the Brentwood campus on Sunday evenings, there was a young lady who came to 

faith in Jesus through our Sunday night services. She was completely new to the church, and I 

introduced our friend Bob Carlton as our “church planting minister.” And after a while she 

finally got up the courage to ask me, “Now, Jay, I know that we have a big church. But do we 

really have a minister just to go around and plant and water plants?” So, just to be clear, church 

planting means church multiplication, how we grow the Kingdom, how we grow the church. 

 

And Acts 11 gives us the first snapshot of many that we’re going to see throughout the book of 

Acts, how the Holy Spirit moved in unique ways to establish new works. So the three questions 

we’re going to ask are these: 

1. How are churches planted? 

2. Why are church plants effective at reaching people for Jesus? 

3. What helps a new church plant to survive and thrive? 

 

So, question number one, How are churches planted? This one might surprise you. They’re not 

planted by people who sit around in a board room and decide this is where a new church plant 

needs to be. New Testament churches aren’t planted solely on the basis of demographic 

studies, looking out there and saying, “Hey, there are a lot of unreached people. We need to 

reach them.” New churches aren’t started when somebody says, “Hey, man, let’s do what we 

do in another location.” All of those are tools sometimes that are used, but the Holy Spirit is the 

one who plants new churches as He scatters believers for the sake of the gospel. 

 

Remember where we started in Acts 1, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 

on you.” That’s what Jesus said. “And you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem (your community), 
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in Judea (your region), in Samaria (to cultures that are different from you, even people you 

have a hard time getting along with), and to the ends of the earth.” So underline that word 

‘scattered,’ because that’s an important word in the book of Acts. The word picture there in the 

original language is literally that of a farmer who reaches into his bag and scatters seeds, who 

sows them, knowing that many will grow. 

 

As a matter of fact, Acts 1:8, what I just quoted, if the church doesn’t grow that way in our 

faithfulness, in our obedience to go in response to the Great Commission and in obedience to 

Jesus’ command, then the other result is Acts 8:1. If you flip over there, you’ll see this is the first 

time this word is used in the book of Acts. It begins with the stoning of Stephen, and Saul (a 

little hint of what was to come) agreed with putting him to death. A man who was presiding 

over the stoning of one of the followers of Jesus Christ would be the very man Jesus would call. 

 

Then next it says, “On that day severe persecution broke out against the churches in Jerusalem, 

and all except the Apostles were scattered throughout the land of Judea and Samaria.” Does 

that sound familiar? It’s exactly what Jesus predicted would happen. It’s exactly the way Jesus 

said things would go down. So if Acts 1:8 doesn’t happen, then Acts 8:1 does. The Holy Spirit 

has a way of taking believers and scattering them like seed, putting them in places where the 

gospel needs to go. 

 

And sometimes that’s the result of calling, of obedience, and sometimes that is a very 

disruptive and painful process. Persecution was the word we were talking about, and 

sometimes God does His work by taking our lives—our safe and sanitary lives, the way we like 

them and the way we want things to be—and disrupting them, moving us. There are job 

relocations, there are family issues that we have to address sometimes, or we need to go and 

minister to our family—there are all kinds of ways in our modern world. In the United States we 

don’t have to deal with persecution very much, but there are all kinds of ways the Holy Spirit 

has of scattering His people to be where they’re supposed to be. 
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So I don’t know if you knew that you would land in Spring Hill, Tennessee, in this part of the 

world during this time. But guess who did know. God. And in God’s sovereignty, He knew that 

you needed to be here. He knew you needed to be in the house or apartment that you’re in. He 

knew you needed to be in the school system that your children and grandchildren are in. He 

knew that you needed to be in the office building you’re in. Why? Because He put you there. 

The Holy Spirit scattered you there, as a living testimony to the power of Jesus Christ.  

 

The Holy Spirit knew you needed to be a part of this body called the Church at Station Hill, that 

this little community would become one of the fastest-growing communities in the nation, and 

that people would be moving here by the droves from different parts of the country, chasing 

jobs, chasing opportunities, chasing music careers, chasing family, chasing all different kinds of 

things. But God put them here, and He put you beside them, why? Because you have an 

opportunity to share with them the greatest message, the greatest story ever told.  

 

In God’s sovereignty He puts us where He needs us to be. Even in suffering we find purpose. 

You see, the enemy intended to destroy the church with this persecution. “We’ll kill Stephen,” 

one of the early young leaders of the church. “That’ll scare them. That’ll teach them to be quiet 

about speaking in the name of Jesus.” But is that what happened? No. Instead, everywhere 

they went, just like Peter and John in Acts 4:20, they could not stop speaking about the things 

they had seen and heard.  

 

So as the old saying goes about how they took prayer out of schools—no they didn’t. As long as 

there are believers in the schools there will be prayer. They’ve taken prayer out of our culture? 

No they didn’t! As long as you are there as an ambassador of Jesus Christ, the influence is still 

there, the salt is still there, the light is still there.  
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So how are churches planted? It’s when by the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit God scatters His 

people and He calls them to unify together in building a local body of believers that’s going to 

be faithful to share the gospel no matter the challenges in that community, faithful to build up 

that body so they become a witnessing community of believers. They bear testimony with the 

way they love each other, with the way they serve the community, with the way they engage 

others outside of their own sphere of influence for the sake of the gospel.  

 

That’s the way the Holy Spirit grows churches. Yeah, there are other tools we deploy. There are 

other markers we look for that help affirm and confirm what the Holy Spirit is doing. But you 

have to ask the question today, “Why does God have me here in this community, in this 

neighborhood, as part of this church? How is He calling me to be faithful to carry forth the good 

news of Jesus Christ in the place where He has planted me as His follower?” 

 

Question number two for us: Why are church plants effective? They’re effective because they 

remove barriers to the gospel of Jesus Christ. In the North American Mission Board study 

completed just last year there’s a lot of emphasis right now on church planting, and rightfully 

so. Why? Because the average church plant will baptize in its first four years twice as many 

people as an established church will baptize in a decade. Why the change? Well, because 

you’ve removed the barriers to the gospel. You’ve come to people instead of trying to build a 

church in buildings and programs and events and the open the doors and say, “Come to us.” 

You have gone to them. 

 

You see, in this passage there’s an important geographic barrier that is removed. The church 

goes from Jerusalem to Antioch. Why is Antioch important? Because at the time it was the 

third-largest city in the Roman Empire, behind only Alexandria and Rome herself. Antioch was a 

beautiful city, but it was also known for its religious pluralism and its commerce. It had a great 

harbor, it had a great network of roads to the inland of the Middle East. In other words, if a 

church could take root there, it could spread to anywhere.  
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And notice who carried the gospel there. We don’t even know their names. But there were 

some of them, Cypriots (from the island of Cyprus) and Cyrenian men, who came to Antioch 

and began speaking to the Hellenists, or the people who spoke in Greek. Now what’s 

fascinating about this is this is an epic step in the story of the gospel moving forward, and it 

kind of happens very quietly. In chapter 10, we get the story of Peter being led by the Holy 

Spirit to go and share the gospel with Cornelius, a Roman soldier.  

 

So now that opens the eyes of the church to the fact that the gospel isn’t just meant for people 

who came out of a Jewish background, but instead it’s meant for all nations. And it can even go 

to people from a Greek background. Verse 18 says, “When the church heard this they became 

silent in awe of what the Holy Spirit has done, and they glorified God saying, ‘So God has 

granted repentance resulting in life even to the Gentiles!’” Even to people who didn’t come 

from a Jewish background. 

 

So the church in Jerusalem had mostly been preaching the gospel to people who came out of 

Jewish backgrounds, who understood the Old Testament and were looking for their Messiah. 

And it pointed to Jesus Christ as that Messiah. But now you get some new converts who hear 

the gospel there in Jerusalem, who have a background being Greek-speakers. Do you see what 

begins to happen? Everything God has put into your life—your background, your history, your 

education, your story—He uses to advance the gospel. And these guys don’t know any better—

they just can’t stop talking about Jesus.  

 

So what do they start doing? They start telling their Greek-speaking friends about Jesus too. 

This is one of the things I love about new believers in the church—they don’t know the phrase 

we know so well in the Baptist church, “But we’ve never done it that way before.” They don’t 

know that you’re not supposed to talk to people with a Greek background about Jesus. They 
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simply cannot stop sharing the life and the hope they’ve found. So the gospel takes this step, 

and the Holy Spirit affirms that step. 

 

Notice it wasn’t the Apostles, it wasn’t Peter and John who said, “Hey, we need to reach the 

Greek-speakers.” But it was those who had been transformed by the gospel—and we don’t 

even know their names—who made the epic step of taking the gospel to people of a different 

cultural background. When you bring the gospel of Jesus Christ and the church to people, you 

remove a geographic barrier, and you remove a social and cultural barrier as well. 

 

When we were living in this community we would invite people to go with us to Brentwood 

Baptist Church—our neighbors and our friends. What was the first response we got back? “It’s 

too far! I’ve got to drive up to Nashville or Cool Springs five days a week anyway for work. Man, 

I don’t want to drive all the way up there for church on Sundays, and then on Wednesday nights 

and then for other meetings and stuff like that. It’s too far.” So what happens when a group of 

believers who are living in this community connected to that body say, “You know what? That’s 

cool. We’ll just bring the church to you.” The geographic barrier is removed. 

 

What else happens in this passage that’s very interesting? You have to look for it very closely. 

When Peter stood up at Pentecost and preached, the climax of his sermon to open the book of 

Acts is, “This Jesus who you crucified is both Lord and Messiah.” Now, all of the people of the 

Jewish background who knew the Old Testament understood the Messiah part. But notice what 

word these men use. Verse 20, “Proclaiming the good news about the...” What’s the word? 

“Lord Jesus.” You see, they understood that their Greek friends wouldn’t understand anything 

about a messiah. They weren’t looking for a messiah. But they understood a lot about lord. 

Why? What was a common saying in the Empire? “Caesar is lord.” They understood lord. 

 

You see, one of the things that happens when we bring the gospel to people is we are able to 

contextualize the message in a way that’s true—the message never changes—but the word 
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pictures, the illustrations we use to explain it, those things are unique to every culture. So is 

Jesus Messiah, the fulfillment of all the Old Testament promises? Absolutely, and these men 

believed that. But they also understood that their friends with none of that background 

wouldn’t get it at all.  

 

So do you realize that God has placed you next to people so you can translate the gospel into 

word pictures, into stories and illustrations, that will make sense for them? That’s what it 

means when it says they told them about the Lord Jesus, because they knew that was imagery 

they would be able to connect with. It’s why we preach live in all of our campuses, instead of 

using video venue. Is it wrong to use video venue? No. But we feel like it’s important to be able 

to contextualize the message to this community. The stories I’m able to tell, the illustrations I’m 

able to use—because I walk with you, because I pray with you, because I meet you for lunch 

and breakfast and in coffee shops and here in our church facility—because I interact with you, 

I’m able to know better how to take the timeless unchanging truth of Jesus Christ and put it in 

word pictures and illustrations and teach it in a way that connects with the people of this 

community. 

 

And as we continue to grow campuses, that’s a key distinctive for us. That’s an important truth, 

and it’s a value that should be imbedded in everything you do as a part of this family, that  as 

you go out there looking for opportunities to connect with people, you are constantly leading 

them into understanding and knowing who Jesus Christ is in a way that’s compelling and makes 

sense to them. Communication and contextualization of the gospel is vitally important as we 

begin to plan what we’re going to do with the 30 acres of property the Lord has blessed us with 

down off Saturn Parkway. 
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Some of you pulled me aside and one of 

your questions was, “Well, we’re part of 

Brentwood Baptist, right?” I said, 

“Yeah.” So you asked the question, “Is 

our building going to look just like that 

one?” I’m going to put up a picture if 

you’ve never seen it before of what the 

Brentwood campus looks like. See that 

thing? It fits in the city of Brentwood. It’s 

a beautiful facility with a cross and a steeple that’s 200+ feet in the air. It’s got this huge 

worship center. It’s very welcoming and inviting to people in that community. 

 

But what you were asking me was, “I’m not sure that type of architecture fits as well in our 

community.” So our Master Planning and Property Use Team, our architects who have been 

here and visited our church, have very carefully designed a facility—here is what Phase One is 

going to look like—that matches our community. It’s a good facility, it’s got a cross there in the 

stone to the right, it’s got a couple tower features on it, but it’s a facility that’s about function. 

It’s about being a forward operating base for how our church and this community and our 

ministry partners can use it. It’s emphasis is on flexibility, on ministries that are going to 

connect with the needs of young families and parents in this community. 



14 

 
 

© 2014 Brentwood Baptist Church.  All Rights Reserved.  Unauthorized duplication is prohibited by law. 
 
 
 

 

So that’s why we do things the way we do, because it’s not about a template. It’s not about a 

formula. It’s about taking the timeless message of Jesus Christ into every community and 

neighborhood, and saying, “How do we serve here? How do we point others to the hope that’s 

in Christ Jesus in this place?”  

 

Question number three, What helps a new church survive and thrive? The answer is godly 

leadership. Look what happens in verse 22. So all of a sudden we’ve got revival breaking out in 

this new community. A new group of people are being reached, and the mother church in 

Jerusalem wants to check it out. Verse 22, “Then the report about them was heard by the 

church that was at Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to travel as far as Antioch.” So he 

goes to the place the farthest out, where the church was being established. “And he arrived and 

saw the grace of God,” that God was on the move in this place, “and he was glad, and 

encouraged all of them to remain true to the Lord with a firm resolve of the heart, for he was a 

good man.” 

 

The only other time Luke—who wrote Acts—uses that phrase, “a good man,” is when he uses it 

of Joseph of Arimathea, the man who volunteered to take Jesus’ body and bury it in his own 

tomb. “A good man,” and “full of the Holy Spirit and faith.” The only time Luke uses that is to 

describe Stephen, the man who was martyred for his faith. So that’s pretty good company that 

Barnabas is in, according to Luke. These were the things that marked Barnabas as a person. And 

what began to happen as he confirmed that work, “and large numbers of people were added to 

the Lord.” 

 

You see, there were some things last week, as we began to talk about Barnabas, that we 

recognized were important. His nickname was Encourager. He was a person who wanted to 

build up. And in an era and in a time when so many people want to tear down—their cynicism, 

their biting criticism, people who just want to be negative—I believe the Holy Spirit is looking 
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for people who want to join God in what He’s doing and be encouragers, be people who build 

up His body.  

 

We know that was marked in Barnabas’ life because the first time we hear about him is he gives 

a large sum of money to the church from the sale of a piece of land. In other words, he was all 

in. He believed in the mission and the vision of the church, and that was demonstrated by his 

giving and generous spirit. Not only that, we’re told in Acts 4 that Barnabas was from where? 

From the island of Cyprus. And who were these men who were sharing the gospel with the 

Greeks? They were from Cyprus. Again, the Lord weaves it all together. 

 

So your background, your past, your experience, your heart, your giving—all of these things 

God wants to use so you can be an encourager to build up the work He wants you to be a part 

of. I’ve told you before, having the privilege of being the guy who planted this campus I 

anticipated the excitement and the joy that would come as we saw the gospel transform lives. 

But one of the greatest joys for me has been to watch God build a body of believers, to get to 

know you and your story, to see your gifts and your talents and your background, and for you 

to begin to connect the dots—“Well, maybe this is why God has me here. Maybe this is why 

God has led me to be a part of this church.” 

 

Because it’s not about us. It’s about Jesus. And as He continued to be the priority for the 

church, we see Him use and flow through people who are willing to give their lives, to sacrifice, 

in order to encourage and build up the work that was there. Was it uncomfortable for Barnabas 

to leave Jerusalem, his home, and go to Antioch and spend some time there? Probably. But he 

was the guy the early church trusted.  

 

So you have a role to play, I have a role to play. In your bulletin I’ve given some suggestions for 

your NEXT as it relates to church planting. Number one, talking about the scattering of the early 

believers—are you sharing Christ where you are planted? Wherever you find yourself, do you 
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see it as an opportunity to share the hope of Christ? Number two, removing barriers to the 

gospel. Are there places God is calling you to go, where right now you’re sitting back and 

waiting for people to come? And number three, the Barnabas way, how are you using your 

time, talent, treasures, testimonies to support this campus and other church multiplication 

initiatives? 

 

You can learn more about what God’s doing on our website. We have a church planting 

residency program if you are feeling the “itch” to multiply a church, or if you know friends and 

family who are. One of the things that happened early on in the life of this campus was that we 

had a staff member by the name of Jason Swain who was my right-hand guy here when we 

started. It was evident that Jason knew the Lord was only going to call him and his family here 

for a short period of time so they could learn about starting a new work, because he’d never 

done that before, but he knew that the Lord had other things for him in the future.  

 

So this was one of the places God used to train and equip him to go to Ft. Collins, Colorado, 

where the little church he and his precious family started has now grown to where they run 

about a hundred on Sundays. About half of that are students from Colorado State University. 

You talk about impacting the next generation—what an opportunity. You can learn what God is 

doing on their website, and pray for Jason. And ponder for yourself, “How might God call us 

someday, wherever we go, to be a part of a new work that’s going to multiply the impact of the 

gospel for His sake?”  

 

I shared with you how almost five years ago now a handful of families said, “God’s calling us to 

the community we live in”—the communities of Thompsons Station and Spring Hill. They took 

their covenants, which indicated that their time, their talent, their testimony and their 

treasure—all of those things were going to be used faithfully to help start this new work. I 

showed you a picture of those covenants, and now I want you to see a picture of those people. 

This is the group that began the Church at Station Hill. 
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I want you to look around for a minute. There are a few of those people scattered among us. 

But this is what the gospel does. It’s not just addition. Had that group of people stayed in that 

large church family, we would have had a great experience. We would have had a great time. 

We might have even invited some friends every now and then and the church might have 

grown by addition.  

 

But what happens when God’s people say, “By the leading of the Holy Spirit, You have planted 

me here—now let’s bring the good news of Jesus to where we live, work and play”? Take a look 

around you at how God multiplies efforts—not by our plan, not by our strategy, but by His 

power. Will you bow your heads with me this morning, as we come to this moment of 

commitment?  

 

There’s something I’ve spoken of again and again today, and that’s the gospel of Jesus Christ. I 

want to remind you, as we talk about church multiplication, that you can’t give away what you 

do not have. So if you’re in this room today and you have never surrendered to the Lordship of 

Jesus Christ, as the men were preaching, then today is the day of salvation. And that’s where 

the adventure, that’s where the story begins for you—to find forgiveness and healing in the 

name of Jesus for your sin, to overcome sin and death by the power of the resurrection, so you 

can learn to live the way God created you to live. That is life, and today if you need to make 
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that commitment, I’m going to be over here at a table we call “Next Steps” to pray with you and 

talk with you. We’ve got deacons and their wives and staff members who are going to be here 

across the front to pray and talk with you as well if I’m busy. But today, if that’s the place where 

you need to begin, that’s the place where you’re going to find the fuel to be a part of something 

way bigger than you. 

 

Or today if you’re just grappling, you feel like your wheels are spinning, that you’re not being 

faithful in your own life to tell the hope of Jesus Christ, if you’re unlike these men and women 

who could not stop talking about what they had seen and heard, and today you need 

somebody to pray with you, to encourage you—that’s why we’re here as well. It’s been quite a 

journey these past four or five years. I love you guys, I love what God is doing in this place, and I 

cannot wait to see what He’s going to do in the future. Because there are some of you that, 

honestly, I hope to not see around about four or five years from now—not because I don’t love 

you, but because God’s going to call you to start new churches. He’s going to call you to begin 

new LIFE Groups and communities that are going to grow into new works. He’s going to call you 

to go to the nations, because that’s the way God works. He is always faithful. So whatever next 

step God is leading you to take today, be faithful to take it. 

 

Heavenly Father, I thank You for the power of the gospel and how it cannot be contained. So 

Father, help us to unleash its power in our own lives. Thank You for being faithful, and it’s in 

Your Son’s name we pray these things, and all God’s people said, Amen. 

 

 


