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Take your Bibles and turn to Acts 4. That’s where we’re going to be today, and that’s where 

we’re going to be for the next several weeks as we take a look at the early church in general 

and specifically the character of Barnabas as a model for us of the kind of church we want to 

be. I love some of these characters that are peppered throughout Scripture. We spend a lot of 

time, and rightfully so, talking about guys like Paul and Peter in the New Testament. But there 

were many people that God used in incredible ways, and if you very carefully trace the steps of 

Barnabas—how God introduced him here to us in Acts 4 and then how God used him all 

throughout the story of Acts—we see some pretty remarkable ways that God uses what we 

would consider pretty ordinary, everyday people to accomplish His amazing will and purposes. 

 

We’re going to spend some time in this book, so if you’re looking for a place in the Bible to 

study, the book of Acts would be a great study during this season of the year. As a matter of 

fact, a lot of what God’s doing in our church bubbled up out of this series in Acts that we 

walked through after Easter last year called “The Vision.”  

 

So speaking of that, this week we were sitting around together as a preaching team, and we 

were talking about this series and kind of pivoting from NEXT, the vision, to myNEXT, my role in 

what God has in front of us and in store for us. And as we began to grapple with that, one of 

the guys—our deaf pastor, Aric Randolph—reminded us of an incredible way that creation itself 

and Israel teaches us about the very principle we’re going to be talking about today. You see, 

God has left His thumbprint over all things, including His creation. 

 

So as we were talking about it, we were talking about the fact that the land of Israel itself is 

sometimes called “The Fifth Gospel.” If you go to Israel, if you take a look at the topography of 

Israel, there are a lot of things you learn. Here’s a NASA-generated satellite image of Israel, and 

you’ll see there are mountains, there are valleys, there of course is the Mediterranean Sea. But 
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the two features that are the most distinguishable are 

right in the middle of the map. And what are they? 

Lakes, right? Or seas, as they call them.  

 

The one to the north is called the Sea of Galilee. The 

slightly larger one down to the south is called the Dead 

Sea, or the Salt Sea. So I want to show you a couple 

pictures of each. Up there in the northern part of Israel, 

coming down out of the mountains in what’s now 

Assyria, run-off water from snow-caps flow into several 

different springs, and those flow into what becomes the 

Sea of Galilee.  

 

This is the northern tip of the 

Sea of Galilee. This is about 

the exact spot where Jesus 

called Peter and some of the 

disciples. It’s a little spot 

called Tabgha. And you’ll see 

how beautiful it is there. 

You’ll see that there’s 

vegetation. I’ve showed you 

some other snapshots of 

around and the different 

valleys and the different areas that were fertile for farmland. But it’s a pretty nice area.  

 

Then if you continue south, following the banks of the Jordan River, you will eventually come to 

the Dead Sea. And the Dead Sea looks like this. Total barren wasteland. Absolutely nothing can 
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grow, no vegetation. It’s just the way it 

is. And if you begin to ask yourself 

why—same water source, but totally 

different results in these two significant 

bodies of water. As a matter of fact, the 

Dead Sea is so full of minerals—the 

highest concentration of minerals in 

water of any body in the world—that if 

you jump into it, it will literally hold you 

up. It suspends you.  

 

So I’ll never forget when we were hiking through Israel—we’d spent a couple of days out in the 

desert, so we already had blisters and we were sore—and my buddy who was leading the trip 

said, “Get on your swimsuits. Get right in that water right away.” So we did, and it took me 

about a millisecond to realize what he was doing to us. Blisters, salt water—I went, 

“Awwwhhh!” And he’s just standing there laughing at us.  

 

But what’s the difference between the two? Let me 

show you the next picture. This is just at the southern 

tip of the Sea of Galilee. This is just a creek, where the 

Sea of Galilee flows south, the River Jordan, which later 

then flows into the Dead Sea. You see, the Sea of Galilee 

has an outlet. It receives these waters from above 

(geographically), but then it has a place, an outlet, a 

place to give, a place for these waters to flow. So that 

keeps the sea healthy. There’s life in the Sea of Galilee—

why? Because the water doesn’t just flow to it—it flows 
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through it. But when you get to the Dead Sea, the topography means there is no place for that 

water to go. So all of the minerals that are there just bubble up, and it just becomes very tepid, 

very warm, and it’s very, very dead.  

 

And this is an illustration for us in many ways of how we’re supposed to live our lives as 

believers. If we just receive and receive and receive, then after a while our lives become 

stagnant. Why? Because God created us to be like Him, and to give. When there is an outlet, 

when there is living water that flows from Jesus Christ through us and out from us, then that’s 

the way we were created to live, and in that is life—the kind of life that everybody longs for, 

the kind of life that people want to live. 

 

And that was the mark of the early church, these early followers of Jesus Christ, who 

surrendered it all. They understood this principle. They gave because they realized that God 

had given great grace to them, and because of that they were fully alive. Stand with me in 

honor of God’s Word as we read from Acts 4, verses 32 through 37 this morning. 

 

32 Now the large group of those who believed were of one heart and mind, and 

no one said that any of his possessions was his own, but instead they held 

everything in common. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving 

testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was on all of 

them. 34 For there was not a needy person among them, because all those who 

owned lands or houses sold them, brought the proceeds of the things that were 

sold, 35 and laid them at the apostles’ feet. This was then distributed for each 

person’s basic needs. 36 Joseph, a Levite and a Cypriot by birth, the one the 

apostles called Barnabas, which is translated Son of Encouragement, 37 sold a 

field he owned, brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.  
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“Now the large group of those who believed were of one heart and mind.” Speak Lord, for Your 

servants are listening. Pray with me this morning. Heavenly Father, the picture we get of the 

early church is absolutely breathtaking. I pray that we too would be united, of one heart and 

one mind, for the mission of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Father, that means everything that You 

have given to us can flow through us for that purpose, of letting others know the hope we’ve 

found. Open our eyes and our ears as we begin to ask the question, “What do You have next for 

me? What do You have next for my family? What do You have next for our church?” as we 

continue to engage the intense spiritual, physical, emotional needs of our region and world. And 

it’s in Your Son’s name we pray these things, and all God’s people said, Amen. 

 

So it always helps us to remember the context as we kind of jump into Acts 4. What’s taking 

place? Well, Jesus told His followers, “Great power will come on you by the Holy Spirit, and you 

will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.” So 

literally right as we get into the book of Acts, we begin to see that take place. As the early 

church is celebrating Pentecost, the power of the Holy Spirit comes on them. Peter in particular 

stands up in Jerusalem, and proclaims the gospel of Jesus Christ, and 3,000 people respond. 

 

So this small group of believers, as the text we just read notes, wasn’t small anymore. It was a 

rather large group already. And in the subsequent chapters we continue to see the church 

grow. We see their love for one another. At the end of chapter 2 we see how they committed 

themselves to the Apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread. We see how 

the Lord was adding daily to their number those who were being saved. We see Peter and John 

in particular being very bold.  

 

As a matter of fact, that’s the word I would encourage you to look for as you walk through this 

book of Acts. Look for the word ‘boldness,’ ‘boldly.’ Underline it, highlight it, because this group 

of believers, who before the resurrection were hiding out and afraid, now all of a sudden are 
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emboldened by a mission greater than themselves, and they are boldly preaching, they are 

boldly healing, they are boldly praying. And that’s the story right before the one we just read.  

 

It’s one of my favorite prayers in the New Testament. John and Peter have been dragged before 

the high court, they have been warned to stop speaking about this Jesus—to of course which 

they respond, “We cannot help speaking about the things we’ve seen and heard.” They go back 

to the rest of the believers who have been praying passionately for them, and I love this 

prayer—just look at it with me for a couple of moments right there in your text. Verse 24, 

“When they heard this, they all raised their voices to God and said, ‘Master, You are the one 

who made the heaven and earth and the sea and everything in them.’”  

 

Now, I don’t know about you, but if I had been arrested and I had been threatened within an 

inch of my life to quit speaking the name of Jesus, I would have run back to my Christian friends 

and I would have said what? “Save me, Lord!” “Pray for me!” That’s not the perspective of the 

early believers. They framed everything within the greatness of God. They began with God and 

how great He is, instead of beginning with their problem and their issue. And that’s so 

instructive for us, that when we encounter difficulty, when we face challenges in life, that we 

don’t start with us. We start with the greatness of God and who He is. And in this prayer they 

continued to unpack that. They quote from the Old Testament, remembering how God had 

always been faithful to His people.  

 

And then look in verse 29, “And now Lord (by the way), consider the threats.” It’s almost an 

aside by this point. “Lord, consider their threats, and grant that Your slaves, your servants, may 

speak Your message with complete (what?)... boldness!” They didn’t pray, “Lord, keep us safe.” 

They didn’t pray, “Lord, protect us.” They prayed for boldness, that they would continue to be 

bold in their declaration of the name of Jesus, that they would continue to be bold in their 

ministry. And this impacted every single part of their life.  
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And so there are three truths about bold giving that we’re going to see today in these six verses 

that we looked at. And the first one is this, verses 32 and 33, that bold giving is always 

grounded in the gospel message of Jesus Christ. It’s always grounded in grace, our response to 

the gospel, our response to what God has done for us. Verse 32, “Now the large group...” That’s 

significant to me, why? Because sometimes we think, man, the only way to keep it pure, the 

only way that we can really be on fire for God, is in a small group of people. And while God 

most certainly created us for relationships—and that’s why we do things like LIFE Groups—this 

demonstrates the power of the gospel to bring together people from all different kinds of 

backgrounds into one church.  

 

We’ve got what, about 300 people in this room today? If I was to say, “Hey, we’re going to have 

a pizza party after church. I’m going to stand up here and take orders for pizza.” Do you know 

how many different orders I would get? About 299. Because some of you would want deep 

crust and some of you want thin and some of you want vegetarian and some you like just 

cheese. You get the point? We can’t agree about anything on our own, much less the most 

important things in life.  

 

And yet you see here thousands—if you’re adding up the numbers through Acts—of believers 

who were unified, who had what? One heart and mind. Now the good doctor Luke was a very 

smart dude. He didn’t use that phrase unintentionally. As a matter of fact, “one heart and one 

mind” was an intentional phrase in the Greek that was used by the philosophers of his day. The 

Platos, the Aristotles—when they would wax eloquent about the ideal man and the ideal 

republic and what the world should look like if we were all ideal—they would talk about this 

concept, “one heart and mind.”  

 

As a matter of fact, some of you—being Valentine’s Day—have probably been reminded of the 

old Aristotle saying, “How do you know your soul-mate? Well, you know it when there’s one 

heart dwelling in two bodies.” (Guys, I should see you taking notes right now as you prepare 
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your Valentine cards.) But you see, what Luke was saying was what the world has as an ideal, is 

actually met not in our striving, but in the gospel of Jesus Christ and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit that draws together a very diverse group of people as one heart and one mind.  

 

And what does that lead them to do? There’s a natural outflow. There’s a natural expression 

that follows that kind of unity. “No one said that any of his possessions was his own, but 

instead they held everything in common.” I know when we were raising our kids, when they 

were little, their first words were things like, “Da-da. No!” And I think for some of our kids, the 

next couple of words were things like, “Mine!” Right? It’s true to our human nature. “It’s mine! 

I want it!”  

 

Teaching our kids, teaching us, that no it’s not mine, it’s ours—you’re part of a family, you’re 

something bigger—this was a reversal by the power of the gospel of the very fallen nature of us 

as human beings. And it’s expressed in their giving in such a powerful way that they were able 

to release their hold on whatever stuff God had given them, to say, “You know what? If you can 

use it, if you need it, if this can be used to advance the mission of the church, then let’s share it 

together.” 

 

And the Apostles were giving testimony with “great power.” In other words, the more we speak 

of Jesus, the more spiritual power there is to overcome our selfishness, to overcome our 

brokenness. The greater power flows through us, the more our hearts and our lives and our 

testimonies are in line with the gospel. “And great grace (what a beautiful phrase) was on all of 

them.” Unmerited favor. This beautiful cycle. God gives us grace through the person of Jesus 

Christ. When we respond to that grace in faith, then we have the opportunity now to live our 

lives—not doing things in order to be made right with God—but now we live our lives in 

response to that grace. 
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So even our works are grace, evidence of God’s grace and mercy at work in our lives. And God’s 

blessing was on them as a people. That’s what I want us to experience as a church family. What 

would it be like for us to walk with great power? It’s not power that comes from us, but the 

more we speak of Christ and the more we tell people the story of what He’s done in our lives, 

the more we see God move among us.  

 

And the more we testify to God, the more grace God lavishes on us—why? Because we’ve been 

faithful with what we’ve been given. We told the story and we declared Him, therefore He 

blesses us with more. Why? Not so we can hoard it or use it for ourselves, but so it can be 

poured out, sent out from this place, to a broken and hurting world that needs it so 

desperately. What an awesome picture of the church that is. It’s all in response to God’s grace, 

and that’s where bold giving begins. 

 

What is the second truth this passage teaches us about bold giving? Well, it’s an expression of 

unity in the gospel. When we have this one thing in common in Jesus Christ, we hold that as 

more important and of greater value than all of our differences. Verse 34, “For there was not a 

needy person among them.” Again, a phrase that Luke doesn’t use accidentally. “Needy person 

among them” comes from Deuteronomy 15—it was supposed to be true of the people of God 

throughout the Old Testament. So now Luke is telling us that what the Greeks held as an ideal, 

what the Old Testament said would be a mark of the Kingdom of God and the people of God, is 

now fulfilled in the early church. 

 

Last week we were in Matthew 25:40, where Jesus says, “Whatever you do for the least of 

these brothers of Mine, you have also done for Me.” We see the early church being faithful in 

obedience to the words of Jesus in serving one another in this way. Now, is this passage 

teaching communism? Is it teaching some form of socialism? No. Because Peter and John didn’t 

get up in front of the people and say, “Here’s what I’m commanding you to do. Go sell all of 

your stuff and bring it to me.” It’s not what happened. No, this was a voluntary response. This is 
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what is natural of God’s people, when they’re responding to His grace, when they’re gripped by 

the vision. This isn’t forced. This is simply what happens. 

 

And notice the kinds of things that they’re selling. These aren’t insignificant things. Lands. 

Houses. Today, what would be the one thing if the economy tanked that we would all be the 

most afraid of losing? It would be our house. Why? Well, it’s the place I raise my family. That’s 

home, right? That’s security. What kind of radical faith does it take to be obedient when God 

says, “You know what? Sell your house.” That’s pretty radical. “I’m going to take care of you.” 

 

We talked last week a little bit about the story of the rich young ruler. This man came to Jesus 

and he wants to know, “Lord, I’ve followed all the rules. I’ve done everything I’m supposed to 

do. What else do I need to do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus looks at him and says, “You need to 

sell your possessions, and follow Me.” The guy can’t do it. Why? Is it that we’re not supposed to 

own stuff? No. We see throughout the book of Acts—we’re going to see the homes the 

believers used as places of gathering and mission in their community. Clearly the church still 

had resources to use.  

 

The point is this. What is our idol? What are we holding on to for our source of security and 

safety? And if we are holding on to anything but Jesus, for some of us God will call us to 

abandon that. Why? Because everything that we clutch with a closed fist means we are not 

open to whatever else God might want to put in our hands. This is the kind of commitment that 

the early church was willing make to one another. This was the way they were willing to live. 

Why? Because their hearts were so gripped with what Jesus had done that it had totally flipped 

their value system upside-down.  

 

Go with me in your Bibles to 2 Corinthians 9, where Paul gives some very succinct teaching 

about this, to make clear that this wasn’t some forced effort on the part of believers, but 

instead giving is worship. It’s a part of what happens when we’re connected to Jesus. He’s 
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talking in verse 6 about the motivations we have for giving. He says, “Remember this. The 

person who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the person who sows generously will 

reap generously. Each person should do as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or out of 

necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make every grace overflow to you, 

so that in every way always having everything you need, you may excel in every good work.” 

 

So when we come to talking about giving in the life of the church—I want to go ahead and go 

there, because I know for some of you that’s like an elephant in the room. You’ve been a part of 

traditions or you’ve been a part of churches in the past where money was all that was talked 

about. And money was a tool that was used sometimes to manipulate and abuse and spiritually 

beat people up, and I am sorry for that.  

 

But the fact of the matter is, the New Testament talks significantly and often about the subject 

of money. So we can’t avoid it if we’re going to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ. What we do 

with our stuff matters. Why? Because it is an indication of our hearts. I tell people all the time, 

you can tell me with your lips what you believe, but if you show me two things—how you spend 

your time and how you spend your money—I’ll tell you what you really value, and therefore 

what you really believe. 

 

So we’ve got to go back to God’s Word and not some bad experience we’ve had or not some 

false teaching that we’ve been exposed to, to understand what the Bible says about giving. 

Right here Paul gives us three very key principles that we need to keep in mind. Number one is 

this: God is giver. God, by His very character and nature, has given to us. And therefore when 

we give, we reflect, we bear His image more closely. When we live life to get, that’s life that 

came after the Fall, when Adam and Eve sought to get that which was not theirs. They wanted 

to be God, to be in control of all things, instead of be in a relationship with God.  
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When we’re in a relationship with God, we realize the second important principle. Psalm 24:1, 

“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.” You and I don’t own a thing. None of it belongs to 

us. It all belongs to Him. So when we realize that, we realize that we are called to be stewards 

of what God has entrusted to us, and we realize that God has sometimes called us to give, to 

deploy, some of what He’s entrusted to us to be a part of that process by which He is meeting 

needs, advancing the Kingdom.  

 

Why has He done that? He’s done that because—the third principle—He is our provider. The 

Lord knows what we need. Notice what this passage in Acts says. As the goods came in, as the 

funds came in, they distributed it all to meet basic needs. All of the true needs this community 

had were met. All of the wants? No. Because those resources would be better deployed for use 

in the Kingdom. But that was the role of the community of faith there. Because they would 

come together and they made sure—recognizing that God had entrusted them with these 

things—that they deployed what was needed so the basic needs were met, and so that the 

mission of the gospel would spread. 

 

Which brings us to the third truth of bold giving, that it is about the growth and spread of the 

gospel. Verse 36, “Joseph (and that’s the only time we hear him called by that name) a Levite 

and Cypriot by birth, the one the Apostles called Barnabas (good old Barney), which is 

translated ‘Son of Encouragement,’ sold a field he owned, brought the money, and laid it at the 

Apostles’ feet.” Now, we’re going to spend a lot of time looking at this guy Barnabas in the next 

several weeks, because he displays several important characteristics of a believer.  

 

But one of the things I love about Barnabas is to me, as you look at the New Testament and the 

stories of the New Testament, he’s not the all-star. He’s not the Paul with the incredible Greek 

background and the Roman heritage and the training in the schools of the Jews. He’s not 

Peter—zealous, passionate Peter. Barnabas is an encourager. In a way he’s an everyday, 

ordinary believer. But we’re going to see him introduced here by Luke, as Luke so often does, 
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and then we’re going to see Luke continue to weave him throughout the story. And as we 

watch carefully, we’re going to see how God used this ordinary guy in extraordinary ways to 

fuel the growth of His Kingdom.  

 

But what is the first time we hear about him? What does he do? Sells a piece of land. He brings 

the money and he lays it at the Apostles’ feet. He gave a significant gift with no strings 

attached. There’s a lesson for us. Sometimes in the church today we want to attach strings to 

our giving. As one of my mentors reminds me, who’s an executive pastor, we spend several 

thousand dollars a year on toilet paper in our larger church family. Nobody’s going to designate 

their giving to toilet paper. But it’s got to happen. So you see, he knew, “This is what God told 

me to do, and I’m going to be obedient and faithful.” 

 

What motivates—have you ever thought about this before—what motivates a person to give a 

large sum of money? Well, Acts tells us. Number one, it’s the mission. The mission is big 

enough, it’s significant enough, it’s important enough that it demands my attention, and it 

captivates everything God has given to me as I ask how what God has given to me can be 

deployed. What’s that mission? It’s Acts 1:8. We’ve already talked about it today. Barnabas was 

watching the gospel spread. 

 

What’s the second component that has to be in place? Well, there has to be strategy. There has 

to be a way that those resources are being used faithfully. Barnabas was participating in that. 

That’s Acts 2:42-47, when you see how the early church was functioning together, how they 

were loving each other, how they were living out the commandments of Jesus in the way they 

used these funds to care for the needs of their brothers and sisters in Christ and to advance the 

mission of Jesus. 

 

What’s the third component? A personal commitment that says, “I’m all in. My obedience 

matters to God.” You see, it’s not as much about the money, the amount, what it is. But maybe 
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like the rich young ruler, this piece of land, this piece of property that Barnabas was sitting on—

maybe it was his retirement fund. Maybe it was security for him. Maybe it was a windfall that 

came to him. We don’t know the story. We do know that in the ancient world, owning property 

was significant. And he was willing to let that go to be a part of what God was doing.  

 

All we know is the Barnabas obeyed. And all I know is that you and I are called to obey, to take 

account of everything God has given us, to ask ourselves the question, “God, how would You 

have life flow from me? What are the things You’ve entrusted to me that others need, so Your 

name will be made great and so You will be famous? Because that’s the desire of my heart.” In 

your bulletin today you’ll find a list of a few ways you can begin to respond. You can ask the 

question, “What’s my NEXT?” Your personal commitment like Barnabas? How can God use you, 

what He’s entrusted to you, as a source of encouragement to build up others, to build up His 

body?  

 

Number two, your commitment to the church. What can you do to contribute to the unity and 

the growth of our church family? Are you giving boldly? And again, that’s about much more 

than just money. But the reality is for many of us, we don’t like to go there financially, because 

we haven’t taken the time to sit down and discipline ourselves to ask, “How much am I 

spending? Is all the stuff in our budget—is that stuff that’s essential? Is that real needs, or is 

that just a bunch of wants?”  

 

So to come alongside of our church family, we’ve got some people who are gifted in this area. 

Jeff Gardner is one of our guys who’s a Financial Peace facilitator. We’re going to offer a one-

night “Basics of Biblical Finances” workshop for you next Sunday night. Your finances may be in 

great shape, it just may be time that you and your family sit down and say, “Let’s take another 

look. Let’s be reminded of what the Bible has to say about money and about how it’s supposed 

to be used.” We want to come alongside of you in this journey, because the reality for many of 

us is, until a moment like this comes, we don’t get serious. We don’t get serious about thinking 
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intentionally about the things that God has given us. Instead, like the Dead Sea, stuff begins to 

grow tepid and lukewarm, begins to back up into our own life. 

 

Then third, there are many opportunities on the website that you can go to if you feel called to 

deploy yourself using your gifts and talents in some of these other fields. We’re going to be 

forming some teams to continue to look at what this looks like in our community as we work 

with schools, as we work with some of the different agencies that are here and mission 

partners that are on the field. 

 

But as we wrap this up today, there’s a story that came to my email in-box that I had to share 

with you, and I had to go ask permission from the author of the email, because he and his 

family quite frankly didn’t want it told. But it just too closely aligns with the story today, and I 

wanted you to hear it. So there’s a buddy of mine in our congregation who is just doing the 

Saturday morning thing with his kids one day, as we’re in the middle of talking about the vision 

of what God has, and all of that. He’s at one of these local play places with his kids, and they’re 

just hanging out, and he begins a conversation with another dad who was there. 

 

Well, that dad pops open his laptop and starts working on something, and this member asks 

him, “What are you doing?” And he said, “Well, I’m updating my resume.” He asked him why. 

The man said, “Well, I’m a pastor. My wife and I were called to Nashville about four or five 

years ago to plant a church. It’s been a struggle. We’ve had our ups and downs, but man, we’ve 

seen God rescue some people, reach some people that we felt like no other church would 

reach. But that story is coming to an end, because quite frankly we’re out of funds. The socio-

economic level of our folks just means we can’t pay rent, we can’t pay the bills, we had a giving 

push towards the end of the year and we just fell short. We didn’t make it. So, I’m going to be 

resigning and we’re going to be disbanding the church and, you know, we’re just going to have 

what we call a ‘funeral celebration’ tomorrow to celebrate what God has done in this chapter in 

the life of the church.” 
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So this member, being one of our guys, being sensitive, tried to offer up some words of 

encouragement, said a prayer with him. Then they exchanged emails and phone numbers so 

they could stay in touch, so he could check up with him, maybe help him with a job lead. This 

member of our church got home that Saturday, and he’s shuffling around his home, the Holy 

Spirit just won’t let it go. So that night after putting the kids to bed, he opens up his laptop, 

does a little web search for this church, finds the last message posted by this pastor was from 

May of last year. It just happens to be Jesus’ parable, “The Pearl of Great Price.”  

 

And this young pastor challenged that little congregation, “What would you surrender for the 

gospel of Jesus? Would you be willing to give it all?” My friend said at this point it was just too 

much. The Holy Spirit was all over him. So at like 11:30 at night he wakes up his wife—which is 

never the best thing to do in that situation—but he said, “Honey, we’ve got to talk.” So they got 

up, prayed. He called that pastor. “Are you awake?” “Yeah, I can’t sleep. Thinking about 

tomorrow.” He said, “Well, I’m going to tell you something God’s put on our heart. We want to 

make up the gap in your giving.”  

 

The pastor was so taken aback, he said, “I don’t know. I’m going to have to think and pray 

about this. Really, because I thought this may be God saying this is the end for us and these 

people need another church home, and something else needs to happen.” So he hung up the 

phone, called a couple of his mentors and friends, called our member back about an hour later 

and said, “Okay. Okay, we believe God has another chapter for us.” So that funeral celebration 

now becomes a resurrection story in the morning.  

 

So before we even launch the Middle Tennessee Initiative, there’s a member of this 

congregation who gave extravagantly so a church in downtown Nashville could keep its doors 

open. Why in the world would I tell you that story, the story about one of our members giving 

to another church? Because that’s the way the Kingdom of God works, when we are faithful and 
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obedient. It’s not about us. It’s about God and His glory. And my friend wrote me an email, and 

in the email he said this. 

 

Obedience changes things. You want to be careful that God gets all the glory, but 

through this experience God has allowed this experience to change me, and not 

just a church. The past two years I’ve felt like my life has been lived in a fog, not 

really ever feeling content. Aimless, I guess. I approached everything with self-

doubt—my career, my abilities, my friends, my family, my role as God’s 

servant—everything. Doubt crippled my ability to engage others, because of my 

own lack of self-esteem. Guilt for not being obedient in both the big and the 

small things has made me put on a mask that I was always afraid would be pulled 

off if I got too close to anyone. It took its toll on me physically as well, making 

stress a lot more obvious and holding me back from doing things I would 

normally want to do. I was carrying a heavy load. 

 

But can I tell you, the Sunday after that experience, God lifted most of those 

burdens away. It was as if a huge weight or cloud that had consumed me was 

gone. I felt a feeling I’ve not experienced in a long time. Giving changes your 

state of mind, and makes you long to give more. I feel God has opened my eyes 

to see people as He sees them, and in turn that makes me more willing to talk 

with people and share my story. I’ve played more, laughed more, enjoyed my 

family more, prayed more and thanked God more in the past ten days than in 

the past ten years. Praise God! We’re blessed to be a part of a church that 

believes the Word (and here’s the word) boldly, builds up the body of Christ and 

encourages us to do and not just say. 

 

Like Barnabas, most of us are everyday ordinary people, but when we open our eyes to the 

opportunities God has placed in front of us to give, living water can flow from the Father to the 
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Son through the Spirit through us to the world that is desperately thirsty and in need of hope. 

Will you bow your heads with me this morning? In this moment of commitment, I want to go 

back to the first points, that all attempts to give are grounded in the grace of the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. We don’t give, we don’t live lives of sacrifice, in order to make God more pleased 

with us so we can somehow earn our salvation. Instead, all true giving is a response to the God 

who has given much to us, in particular to the God who has given us His Son Jesus Christ.  

 

So today, if you want to know how to have life, it’s embracing what God has already done 

through the person of Jesus. And today in just a few moments I’m going to be here by the Next 

Steps table, and it would be my greatest privilege and joy to show you how you can find life, 

living water, in a relationship with Christ. There are others of us in this room who’ve been on 

the journey for a long time, but like my friend, things have grown stale, burdened, and feeling 

the anxiety and pressure of trying to do so much. Yet when we are obedient to Jesus, the 

floodgates are open, and He flows through us and we experience a radical freedom and peace 

and presence of Him unlike ever before.  

 

So I don’t know today what it is that God is calling you to give. I can’t tell you what your NEXT is. 

But what I can tell you is that when you are faithful in obedience to follow the Spirit as He leads 

you, you will find streams of living water flowing in and through you in a way that gives life—life 

more abundantly, as Jesus said in John 10:10. So today if you need help figuring that out, if you 

need friends to open up God’s Word and pray with you and walk you though that process, the 

deacons and their wives, our decision counselors and others will be here to pray with you and 

to talk with you. 

 

Heavenly Father, I thank You for this moment. I thank You for the way You’ve got our church on 

a journey to consider the greatness of who You are, and giving all that we are for all that You 

are. So now Father lead us to worship You in obedience, and it’s in the name of Jesus we pray 

these things, and all God's people said, Amen. 


