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We have spent time exploring the themes in Acts 11 that happened when the people in the 

church in Jerusalem were scattered and they began the church in Antioch, which was the first 

of the church planting movement in the early church to grow the work of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. Today we’re going to be talking about the natural expression of faith and love that 

poured out of those people at Antioch in giving. 

 

So as I began to think about giving, my mind went to some of my favorite experiences and 

stories, watching how God works through people who faithfully give. In my days as student 

minister up at the Brentwood campus, one of the things we focused on was giving our students 

from Williamson County an opportunity to see the significant physical and spiritual needs 

outside of their county. So we’d start with the middle school students going to downtown 

Nashville, and we’d take our high school students to inner city Chicago.  

 

There we had formed a partnership with a young man named Jamie Thompson who felt called 

out of an inner city church to plant another inner city church in Chicago, and that church is now 

one of our mission partners. It’s called Reborn Community Church. About nine years ago we 

started that process with them when that church was just a vision. The next year we went back, 

and he had moved into the neighborhood, and we helped him canvas. Then the following year 

they started meeting in his living room. And we’ve been able to see God grow that ministry 

over the years, and it’s been incredible to get to be a part of that journey. 

 

But one of my favorite stories about Chicago was that there was a young man who went on his 

very first mission trip with us to help us canvas the neighborhoods. We also did some backyard 

Bible clubs, did some community service projects, those kinds of things. You have to 

understand that this part of Chicago is rough, the Garfield Park area. It’s one of the leading 

areas in the city for homicides every year.  
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Just a little story to illustrate what kind of neighborhood it is, I was cleaning up trash near a 

sidewalk one time there in the park, and a group of men approached me. I introduced myself, 

and they were looking around, and they said, “Hey, bro. What did you do?” I said, “What do 

you mean, what did I do?” They said, “What did you do to earn community service, picking up 

trash in this park?” I looked down and I realized I was wearing an orange tee shirt that day. “No, 

man, we’re here to serve the community!” They were totally in shock, because people just 

don’t come visit that part of the city for that reason. 

 

So that’s the kind of neighborhood we were in, and this young man was so moved by the great 

need there, that unknown to me he started taking a little bit of money that he earned every 

week at his part-time job, setting it aside to take back with him the following year. Now he 

worked at a little Blockbuster video store. So for those of you who don’t know what a video 

store is, let me explain. Back in the day, you used to have to physically rent DVD’s from a store. 

So he worked maybe ten hours a week, didn’t make a lot of money, but he made some, and he 

set it aside intentionally. 

 

Well fast forward to the following year and we’re in Chicago, and this young man says to me, 

“Hey, I’ve got some money I’ve been saving up. We’re just so blessed where we live in 

Williamson County, I just wanted to give this to Jamie for whatever his church needs.” He 

handed me the check. I was going to put it in my pocket to give to Jamie, but there was 

something the Holy Spirit whispered to me that said, “Don’t. Let that student do that.” So I gave 

the check back to the young man and said, “Later in the week, I want you to give that to Jamie 

when you see him and have an opportunity, because I want him to see that it came from a 

student.” 

 

Fast forward a few days later. There was a moment when we were standing there together and 

this young man nervously approaches Jamie and says, “Hey, man, I was moved by what I saw 
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last year and I’ve been saving up a little bit of money, and I just wanted to give it to you.” So he 

reached in his pocket and hands him this crumpled-up check. Jamie looks at the amount on the 

check, and tears began to well up in this big guy’s eyes. He picks up this kid and gives him a 

great big bear hug. And we’re thinking, what’s going on?  

 

Well, the church had started growing and it had outgrown the living room. They were trying to 

get into a middle school, but the school board had kept putting them off and putting them off. 

Finally just that day the school board had contacted him and said, “We’ll let you use the school, 

but we need a $300 security deposit right now.” Do you know the amount of that check? $300. 

We got to be a part of an incredible moment where we saw how God prompted a young man 

and through his simple but sacrificial obedience, God was preparing to use that at the very 

moment that His Kingdom needed it to advance the work of His church. 

 

So that church held its first worship services outside of the living in a local middle school 

because of the generosity, because of the faithfulness, of one of our young men. I don’t know 

why that story should shock us. When you look throughout God’s Word, you’ll see time and 

time again when God calls His people to obey, preparing them for what He’s already planned to 

do in the future. It’s always been the same for God’s people, and the church in Antioch got to 

experience this as well. Will you stand with me in honor of God’s Word as we read from Acts 

11, verses 19 through 30? 

 

19 Those who had been scattered as a result of the persecution that started 

because of Stephen made their way as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, 

speaking the message to no one except Jews. 20 But there were some of them, 

Cypriot and Cyrenian men, who came to Antioch and began speaking to the 

Hellenists, proclaiming the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand 

was with them, and a large number who believed turned to the Lord. 22 Then 

the report about them reached the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they 
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sent out Barnabas to travel as far as Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw the 

grace of God, he was glad, and he encouraged all of them to remain true to the 

Lord with a firm resolve of the heart— 24 for he was a good man, full of the Holy 

Spirit and of faith—and large numbers of people were added to the Lord. 25 

Then he went to Tarsus to search for Saul, 26 and when he found him he brought 

him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught large 

numbers, and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.  

 

27 In those days some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 Then 

one of them, named Agabus, stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there 

would be a severe famine throughout the Roman world. This took place during 

the time of Claudius. 29 So each of the disciples, according to his ability, 

determined to send relief to the brothers who lived in Judea. 30 This they did, 

sending it to the elders by means of Barnabas and Saul.  

 

“So each of the disciples, according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brothers.” 

Speak Lord, for Your servants are listening. Pray with me this morning. Heavenly Father, one of 

the evidences of the transforming power of Jesus Christ is that our heart is changed from 

desiring to get to wanting to give, to recognizing that You have given us all that we have and 

that it’s all Yours to use to advance the work of Your Kingdom. Father, help us to see the joy that 

the early church experienced and the power of realizing how God works through this moment, 

so we can apply it to our lives as well. May we not just be hearers of the Word, but doers. And 

it’s in Your Son’s name we pray these things, and all God’s people said, Amen. 

 

Just to get us back up to speed, when I preached this passage last spring and came to this 

message, these were the words that really stuck with me: “Each disciple according to his own 

ability.” As we were praying about what we would do with the property God has given us, as we 

were wrestling as a church with the larger vision for Middle Tennessee, this passage kind of 
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bubbled up to me. So just for context and perspective, let me give you my three points that day 

that were the marks of a church committed to the gospel. 

 

Point number one, its fundamental priority is the gospel. Its fundamental priority is sharing the 

good news of Jesus Christ, and that’s what we’ve already covered. We’ve talked about the fact 

that as the church was scattered due to persecution, they would not stop speaking about Jesus. 

No matter where the early church went, they would not stop pointing people back to the hope 

of Jesus Christ. Remember we talked about the epic step the gospel takes in this passage. As 

they’re run out of Jerusalem, they go and share the gospel, and some of them with Greek 

backgrounds begin to share Jesus with other people with Greek backgrounds. It was the first 

time the gospel had gone to people without a Jewish background. 

 

So the early church, point number two, fortifies the church in Antioch with godly leaders. They 

sent Barnabas to go check on what God is doing there. And Barnabas acknowledges that this a 

movement of the Holy Spirit, and he encourages the church there. Not only that, he goes and 

finds Paul, because in that moment he realizes this early church needs to be taught, and Paul’s 

unique background is what this church needs to understand what God is doing and to equip 

them for the work He’s going to call them to next. 

 

Point three, the early church functions together to meet key needs. This group of people who 

were young believers now begin to function as a church, and the good doctor Luke, always 

using his words very intentionally, tells us what one of their first acts as a church family 

together is—and that is to give, and give generously, back to the brothers and sisters in Christ in 

Jerusalem and in Judea. So today we’re looking at the three ways the church in Antioch gave 

generously, and their motivation for doing so.  

 

Reality number one—giving is worship. So they give in an act of worship. Worship 

fundamentally in its very essence is God revealing Himself and us responding. Now, when I 
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throw out the word ‘worship,’ most of you think about this moment. You think about an hour-

long service, or maybe an hour and ten or fifteen minutes if Jay gets carried away. We sing a 

few songs.... You think worship is this. This is a part of our worship, but it’s only a fraction 

biblically of what worship truly is. 

 

Romans 12, worship is a way of life. It’s a lifestyle by which we are living sacrifices. We offer 

ourselves, our lives, our time, our talent, our treasure, our testimonies—everything we are for 

all that He is. So this is a catalytic moment for us when we come together as God’s people and 

we sing His praises and we unite together to hear the Word and to respond to the Word. But 

worship doesn’t end when the service is over. Instead, worship has only just begun. As the old 

preachers used to say, the sermon has been preached, but it has yet to be lived. 

 

So that’s what happens when we walk out of the doors of this place, and that’s what the early 

church understood. They had a broad perspective of worship. So as God would reveal Himself, 

they would simply respond. How had God revealed Himself to the church at Antioch? Well, 

remember the nuance we talked about in verse 20? As they began speaking to the people with 

the Greek background, sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with them, they proclaimed the 

good news about the Lord Jesus. 

 

People from a Greek background would have no understanding of Jesus as Messiah, but they 

would understand what it meant to be Lord. All over the Roman Empire, “Caesar is lord.” So the 

early church understood, if that is who God is, if Jesus is Lord, that means that He is boss. He is 

in control of all things. He is my top priority, and that means everything else in my life has to be 

adjusted to His Lordship. Clearly the first followers, the early Christians at Antioch, believed that 

Jesus was Lord, because it changed their behavior, it changed their lives, it changed everything 

about them. 
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Revelation number two is a little more specific. A prophet by the name of Agabus comes from 

Jerusalem to Antioch. He shares with them what the Lord had revealed to him, that there was a 

famine that was to come. In Ephesians 4 God’s Word tells us why He gives the church prophets: 

to build up the body. So this is an opportunity for the body to be built up through the spiritual 

gift this man had. He tells of this famine, of this crisis, that was going to take place.  

 

And most of us in a moment like that, if we heard news, “Hey, there’s a famine coming! Hey, 

there’s going to be a shortage of something—as the news a few years ago began to trickle out 

about the economy slowing down, that there was a recession about to take place, what was the 

response of the people? Hunker down. Hoard. Pull back. Don’t give. The natural human impulse 

in a moment of scarcity is not to give things away, it’s to keep as much as I can grab before 

things get really bad. 

 

So I want you to think about this response. The church responded not only in worship, but they 

responded in order to meet a future need. Not even a present need, but a future need that was 

to come. They were so convinced that this was the very revelation of God that instead of 

keeping things to themselves, they instead took a collection and gave way much. That without a 

shadow of a doubt is evidence of a changed heart, that you do the very opposite thing than 

common sense would dictate in a moment like that. Why? Because it was a test of whether 

Jesus was truly Lord. 

 

You see, if they believed God’s Word, then they didn’t believe that God would sell them short. 

God doesn’t run out of resources. God takes care of His people. And if there are some brothers 

and sisters in Jerusalem and Judea who are going to starve, and we have the resources to help 

them, then it’s a simple act of obedience. Let’s do it. Let’s serve them. Let’s help. And what an 

incredible example that is for us today, because sometimes we make giving to be so complex. 

But as God reveals Himself and provides an opportunity, we can trust in Him. Why? Because we 

know that God holds the future.  
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My parents were here with us this weekend to see my girls in the musical they were a part of. 

So one of the things I remember about growing up as a kid is that my dad was very frugal with 

money, but my dad also invested, and he invested very wisely. So after dinner in the days 

before the internet and the days before smart phones, my dad would pull out the Wall Street 

Journal, and we’d read the stock lines, those tiny little quotes.  

 

And he’d pull out a whole book of graph paper, and he’d set it before me and my brother. My 

brother and I were like a little Lehman’s operation—we’d sit there at the dining room table and 

we plot stocks for my dad that he was keeping an eye on. We’d create these graphs of where 

the stocks had gone over time. What was my dad doing? My dad was trying to invest wisely. He 

was trying to have some perspective on over the long haul, what stocks performed well, so he 

could use the resources God had given us in a wise way. Return on investment is what people 

who use money call that. 

 

Well, let’s step back for a minute and think about our faith as believers and followers of Jesus 

Christ. If we believe that God is not bound by space and time, if we believe that God holds the 

future, then we believe that what we invest in the here and now in His Kingdom—our time, our 

talent, our treasures, our testimony—anything we do for Him in the here and now that points 

people to Jesus and His Kingdom, God is already in our future and that investment will pay a 

certain return. It’s the only thing in this world that doesn’t depreciate. It’s the only thing in this 

world that’s not going to go up and down in value. We know that the work of the gospel will be 

accomplished through faithful men and women who are about the spread of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

That is certain, and it’s the one thing you can give to that will never fade away. Remember 

Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the Mount? Matthew 6:19, “Don’t collect for yourselves 

treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. But 
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collect for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where 

thieves don’t break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  

 

You see, the way we give, what we treasure, demonstrates what we really worship. We believe 

as followers of Jesus Christ that God owns it all. This is one of the things that was transformed 

in the lives of the early church. It went from “I have my possessions and my limited resources” 

to “God owns it all. He’s given some of it to me to manage.” Psalm 24:1, “The earth is the Lord’s 

and everything in it.” So what I’m called to do is be a wise, wise steward of all that God has 

entrusted to me. 

 

Not only that, giving keeps us away from idolatry. Jesus knew our hearts, that if we put most of 

our time and our attention on our houses, on our cars, on our bank accounts, on our stuff, that 

pretty soon our hearts would follow, and we would fall into that trap of always wanting more 

but never having enough. And Jesus, being a good God, knows that those things will not provide 

satisfaction. The only thing that will fill us, the only thing that’s worthy of our worship, is Him. 

So every time you give, you let go of something you have so you can take hold of life that is 

truly life. Every time you give away, you have to come face to face with the fact, “Well, I could 

have done this with that money. I could have bought this for myself. I could have had some fun 

in this way.”  

 

But the subtle trap there is that those things are a never-ending cycle of wanting more and 

more and more and more. And it’s never enough. Only Jesus is enough. He’s the only one that 

satisfies. So if you wonder, is my heart like the early believers in Antioch? As we’ve talked about 

before, follow the trail. Be honest with yourself. Sit down and see how you spend your time and 

your money. Follow your energy, your passions, your resources. What do you pour into? And 

whatever or whomever is on the throne at the end of that trail, that is what you truly worship. 
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The church at Antioch knew that Jesus was Lord, so they were able to worship through their 

giving, knowing that God would use them to meet a future need. And can you imagine being at 

that church at Jerusalem, when all of a sudden here come Barnabas and Paul—“Hey, it’s great 

to see you guys!” Barnabas and Paul are like, “Hey, we’ve got some good news and bad news. 

The good news is here’s a whole bunch of money for you from your brothers and sisters at 

Antioch.”  

 

And it’s like, “Wow.” You know, that moment when somebody gives you a lavish gift, and it’s 

just overwhelming for just a moment. “But we’ve got some bad news. There’s a famine coming, 

and you’re going to starve.” And then the realization that God has already provided for needs 

we don’t even know about yet. There is no God like our God. What an amazing testimony to 

God’s sovereignty and the faithfulness of God’s people. And that’s one of the ways the early 

church grew, through this remarkable expression of unity and love.  

 

This is the way Paul said it should be. In 2 Corinthians 9, he’s teaching the church in Corinth 

these principles. Paul says, “Remember this—the person who sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and the person who sows generously will also reap generously. Each person should 

do as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or out of necessity, for God loves a cheerful 

giver.” But we don’t go past this passage. We often end right there. “God loves a cheerful 

giver.” Okay, so I’m supposed to be happy when I put my money in the offering plate. 

 

Don’t miss verse 8. “And God is able to make every grace overflow to you, so that in every way 

always having everything you need, you may excel in every good work.” Why does God bless 

us? So we can be a blessing to others. I know a pastor who says, “God doesn’t bless me so I can 

raise my standard of living. God blesses me so I can raise my standard of giving.” I can be a part 

of the good work He has already set before me, a part of the things He knew in the future were 

coming, moments that I could be a part of to say, “Whoa, God did so much through that little 
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that I gave. God did so much through what I sacrificed for, that it pales in comparison to how 

God is using it.” 

 

If you think about your lives as an illustration, there have been all kinds of examples of people 

and moments in which somebody invested something in you, in your family, in our community, 

and now we get to reap the results of that. You had parents, many of you, who poured time 

and effort into you growing up to help shape and mold you into what God knew you would 

become. You’ve got teachers and church leaders and youth pastors and children’s workers and 

Bible study leaders—all of those people who have sat down with you, knowing God’s Word 

doesn’t return void. 

 

There were people in the past who were willing to take great risks of faith to provide the kind of 

opportunities and facilities and resources by which people would be able to be introduced to 

the gospel of Jesus Christ. You’re sitting in this space today because God provided it ultimately, 

but He did it through the gifts and talents and generosity of believers at the Brentwood campus 

who knew that this community needed another vibrant body of the local church.  

 

And now this is one of those moments for us in our history. If you think about what the church 

at Antioch was doing, it was an expression of love in action. One of the best ways we put love 

into action is that we give. As my mom kind of modeled for me growing up, Baptists say I love 

you best with a casserole, right? That’s one of the easiest ways to say I love you is we show up 

with food and with cards and sometimes with monetary gifts to encourage brothers and sisters 

who are at a point of great need, to move forward the work of the Kingdom.  

 

And in doing so we get to realize that God’s grace has abounded to me, but not just for me, but  

so that I could be a part of what He’s doing. How incredible is that? So this moment for us as a 

church family is one of those moments. We’ve been talking about this vision now for several 
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months. We’ve been walking you carefully through Scriptures that talk about all the different 

ways God uses us.  

 

But there is that key phrase, that phrase that I’ve been praying for almost a year now, that each 

of us would understand our role. And “according to our ability”—which again is not just about 

what we can do, but it’s about what the grace of God can do in and through us—we all have a 

role to play in a moment like this, from the youngest to the oldest, no matter our background, 

no matter our situation in life. 

 

I want you to take your commitment cards and look very carefully at it. In just a few moments 

we’re going to have a time of commitment. There’s something important for us as a church 

family, just like we got up and we moved to the Table last week to celebrate the Lord’s Supper, 

there are moments in the life of our church when it’s important for us to do something to 

physically represent a spiritual reality of committing at the altar what God has called us to do. 

 

On the one side of the card is a reminder of what the need is and how our church is committed 

to meeting these real needs. There’s a call for us to multiply the gospel efforts of our church, 

and our response was through the different campuses, church plants and initiatives that God 

has led us towards at this point. And you’ll see our church, our campus, is the first bullet point 

on that list. You need to know that represents a significant commitment in the life of our larger 

church family, to say we believe in what God’s doing. And just like Barnabas came from 

Jerusalem to encourage the church at Antioch, our church fathers are telling us, “We see what 

God is doing through the Holy Spirit, and we want to bless it, and we want to continue to see it 

grow.” 

 

So on the other side of the card is our response. There’s a place there to list your information if 

we don’t currently have it. But I don’t want you to overlook these three boxes that are at the 

very bottom, because I believe every single one of you today—even if you’re a guest—can 
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respond in one of these ways. First, “I commit to pray faithfully for the Middle Tennessee 

Initiative.” Every one of us can pray. Even if you’re a guest with us today, the reality is that 

we’re trying to have an initiative in which we reach the people in our region with the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. Would you join us in praying for those efforts, for great wisdom and discernment. 

 

The second box, “I commit to serve as part of establishing a regional campus.” Well, I would 

have changed the word on that a little bit—you’re sitting in a regional campus. So you’re 

already here. But if you feel God leading you to step up in more significant ways to serve, check 

that box and we’ll be following up with you. There may be those of you that God is going to call 

from this campus to other communities and beyond. There’s a box there to mark if you want to 

use your efforts and your time and your talent to be a part of what God’s doing through some 

of the other initiatives, especially repurposing congregations. 

 

And then on this side is the chance for you to make your financial commitment. That’s 

important for us to know, because we want to move forward into the future with wisdom and 

discernment. And when we know the level of commitment of God’s people, then we will walk 

wisely through that. Right now the church is committed, for instance, to no long-term debt. So 

we want to see where we come in before we commit to break ground and to move onto our 

new campus and property.  

 

But it gives you a number of ways to break it down there, and if you’re like me and my family, 

we sat down and we looked at our budget, we considered what would be sacrificial and what 

we could do, and then we also have some faith—so we have a faith number as well, seeing 

what God can provide above and beyond our regular giving and our tithe. 

 

So in just a moment we’re going to have a time for us to respond. You may have come today 

not quite prepared for this moment. We’re going to be gathering these on the following two 

Sundays as well, and we’ll announce where we’re at on March 30. So if you need to pray, if you 
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need some more time, we encourage you to take that. We’re here to answer any questions you 

might have, and we’re very excited just to see how God’s going to continue to reveal Himself 

and how we’re going to respond as His people. 

 

Before we come to that moment, I do want to share with you a story. It’s become very 

important in the life of our church, because it represents the trajectory, the DNA if you will, of 

the people who are our spiritual forefathers. In 1973 Brentwood Baptist Church was a church 

plant meeting in the basement of the Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home. It was a lot like the 

demographic you see today. It was intergenerational, but there were a lot of kids running 

around, and they were filling up the space very quickly.  

 

They had decided to purchase a piece of property at 409 Franklin Road, and there were a lot of 

church growth experts in the area at the time who didn’t know that it would be real wise to 

invest in a church that far out from downtown Nashville in the city of Brentwood. I mean, the 

church might not make it, because that community might never be able to support a local 

church. 

 

Well, these members had resolved in their heart that this was what God wanted to do. So one 

day during the song service the chairman of the finance team, a man named Clarence Edmonds, 

walked around during the singing with a yellow notepad in his hand. He went to the head of 

each household and asked them to sign their name and to list their address. Then he asked 

them to put over here in a column how much of the church’s debt they were willing to take on 

personally. We’re not talking about a pledge card, a commitment card, like we’re talking about 

today. We’re talking about he took this yellow pad to the bank as collateral for the church’s first 

building loan. And the bankers were just crazy enough, and the faith of our founding members 

was just strong enough, that they said, “Let’s do it.” 
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And the results way out here in the future have far exceeded that initial investment. Nobody 

could have dreamed then how the church would be used to reach hundreds and thousands of 

people with the good news of Jesus Christ. This is the kind of moment we come to today. 

Would you bow your heads with me? The worship team is going to lead us in the song, “God of 

this city,” because that’s what this moment is about. Yes, this moment specifically includes us 

as the Church at Station Hill, but it’s actually much bigger. It’s about God’s vision for what He 

wants to do in our region. We know that God uses each of us playing our role according to the 

abilities He has given to us, with the resources He has entrusted to us.  

 

So in a moment you’ll see visuals of communities and neighborhoods, downtowns, throughout 

Middle Tennessee, and as you see them, begin to pray that God would use the body of 

believers—everyday, ordinary people, but locked in arms together for the sake of the gospel of 

Jesus Christ—to declare this territory belonging to Jesus, and to see the church grow and thrive, 

to see real needs met, and most of all to see people saved for eternity because we were faithful 

with this moment. 

 

As the song plays, if you and your family are led, we invite you to bring your commitment to the 

altar, to place it in one of these baskets as a sign that we are all in for all God wants to do. 

Heavenly Father, I thank You for the example of the early church. Thank You for the opportunity 

to take what You’ve entrusted to us and to use it to point people to Jesus. May that be the very 

thing we do, and the very thing we’re known for. We believe that You are God of this city, and 

all cities, and Middle Tennessee, and to the ends of the earth. And it’s in the name of Jesus we 

pray, Amen. 


