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We’re continuing to walk through this series about Barnabas and about his influence and his 

role in the early church. We feel like Barnabas is an incredible model for us, an example of an 

ordinary guy who—if you really begin to pay attention to the way his story is threaded through 

the early days of the church—you see his fingerprints all over the place in the way he gave, in 

the way he mentored, in the way he was nicknamed the “Son of Encouragement” because he 

built up the early church. Yet he was a guy who it seems didn’t want any of the credit, but 

instead was consistently advancing the Kingdom. 

 

We come to a bit of a different story today. We spent several weeks just kind of pulling apart 

Acts 11, and this week we come to Acts 15. And we’ve got a couple more weeks to go. But in 

this story we’re going to see that Paul and Barnabas have a disagreement. That happens 

sometimes in the life of a church. It happens when two leaders come to a crossroads and they 

can’t seem to agree about an issue that’s important in the life of the church. How do you 

handle that? What do you do? 

 

It got me thinking about an old preacher story I heard when I was serving in a church in 

Alabama. It was about a pastor and a minister of music who couldn’t get along. Not that that 

ever happens in the life of our church. We’re very blessed to have Jeremy, and he and I get 

along so well. I’m so honored to serve with him. But sometimes these kinds of things happen.  

 

But things were getting a little raw between this pastor and this minister of music. So one 

Sunday the pastor got up and preached a sermon on commitment. Now, you’d think that the 

pastor usually has the last word in a church service, but he doesn’t, does he? Who does? The 

minister of music, who gets up and leads the last song. So he tells the church to open their 

hymn book, and after the preacher preached on commitment, the hymn he chose was “We 

Shall Not Be Moved.” 
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The following Sunday, the preacher gets up and preaches on tithing and giving. The song leader 

gets up and he has them open their hymnbooks to “Jesus Paid It All.” Week number three. The 

pastor is now beginning to get very, very frustrated with this situation, so he begins to share 

with the church—it’s now beginning to boil over into the worship time—that he’s thinking 

about resigning because of all the animosity that’s among the staff. And the song leader gets 

up, and they sing “Oh, Why Not Tonight?” 

 

So finally the pastor’s had enough. He gets up on that last Sunday of serving in that church, and 

he begins to share with the church that it was Jesus who had led him there, and it was Jesus 

who was taking him away. And the song leader? “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” 

 

There are surely better ways to deal with conflict between leaders than playing it out on the 

platform. We see that modeled for us by Paul and Barnabas. And not only that, we see how it 

impacts the life of a young man who is struggling to find his place in ministry, and the reality 

that when God’s leaders confront issues in the light, instead of shoving them into the dark, God 

in His sovereignty moves His Kingdom forward. We see what God does to expand the work of 

the church even in the middle of a very difficult moment.  

 

Stand with me in honor of God’s Word as we read Acts 15:36-41 this morning. 

 

36 After some time had passed, Paul said to Barnabas, “Let’s go back and visit 

the brothers in every town where we have preached the message of the Lord, 

and see how they’re doing.” 37 Barnabas wanted to take along John Mark. 38 

But Paul did not think it appropriate to take along this man who had deserted 

them in Pamphylia and had not gone on with them to the work. 39 There was 

such a sharp disagreement that they parted company, and Barnabas took Mark 

with him and sailed off to Cyprus. 40 Then Paul chose Silas and departed, after 
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being commended to the grace of the Lord by the brothers. 41 He traveled 

through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.  

 

Speak Lord, for Your servants are listening. Pray with me this morning. Heavenly Father, life is 

challenging. Ministry is messy. Sometimes we come to these moments where we don’t see 

things the same way. Father, I pray today that we would learn as a young church that has 

decisions to make, has a future ahead, that we would deal with issues openly and honestly. We 

need to realize that there are John Marks among us, young people who feel like they’ve failed. 

But Father, in every congregation You have placed the Paul who advances the mission of the 

gospel, and a Barnabas who sees the call to nurture these people who have been wounded, 

these people who are struggling to find their place. So today I pray that we find our place in 

Your story, and we realize the great hope that’s for all of us because of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. And it’s in His name we pray these things, and all God’s people said, Amen. 

 

We’re going to walk through this story today, because this passage gives us some hints—but it 

takes quite a bit of the book of Acts and some of the New Testament to flesh out the entire 

picture. It’s kind of like a three-act play today. Act One, we’re going to see the situation. Act 

Two, we’re going to see how Paul and Barnabas handled it. And Act Three, we’re going to see 

the outcome, what happened when all was said and done.  

 

So Act One, the first two verses we just read, we see the issue that takes place. Now in Acts 15, 

most of the chapter is about what’s called the Jerusalem Council. What had happened was the 

gospel was going forward—as we’ve been talking about the past several weeks—into places, 

and people were coming to know Christ who didn’t have a Jewish background, and there arose 

an issue: should people who decide to become followers of Jesus Christ also have to go back 

and inherit all the Jewish practices of the faith as well? 
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To make a long story short, in this big Council in Jerusalem, all of the Apostles were there, all 

the church leaders were there, and they decided in essence that no, people didn’t have to go 

through all the Jewish rites in order to become a follower of Jesus Christ. If you had a Gentile 

background, then the gospel of grace was enough, that we are saved by grace through faith in 

Jesus Christ, and that was affirmed. So that was what theologians call a “double victory.” 

Because not only was this important truth of the gospel protected, but also the unity of the 

church remained.  

 

So you’ll see if you look back just a few verses from the ones we read, in verse 31 they write 

this down in a letter to send to the churches. It says, “When they read it, they rejoiced because 

of the encouragement.” This great victory had been won—the gospel had been clarified. The 

work of the Kingdom could advance. Everybody was encouraged by what took place. And just 

like in life, you go from one mountain top to the challenge of the next moment in the valley. 

And that’s exactly what happened. 

 

After some time, Paul doesn’t like sitting around for long, and he says, “You know what? Let’s 

do this. Let’s go back and visit all of those churches that we established on that first journey we 

took.” So he grabs Barnabas. “Hey, this would be great to see what God’s doing, to be sure that 

they’re strengthened, to be sure they’re staying the course. Let’s go do that.” And Barnabas 

apparently agrees. 

 

And then in verse 37, this is kind of where the “record scratch” happens. Barnabas wanted to 

take along John Mark—and Paul’s like, “Wait a minute.” Flip back a couple pages to Acts 13:13, 

and you’ll see the story. John Mark was a cousin of Barnabas. John Mark had joined them early 

in Acts 13 on this first mission journey, as they’re traveling through the island of Cyprus. But 

what had happened? “Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and come to Perga and 

Pamphylia.”  
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Now, unless you’re a geography teacher, you 

have no idea where those cities are. Let me 

put up a map to show you, just to give you 

some idea how all of this worked together. 

Here they are at Antioch, they’ve launched 

and they come to the island of Cyprus. They 

see God do some incredible work, and they 

feel called to take the gospel now up to the 

north Mediterranean region. This is where 

Paul was from, over in Tarsus. So they’re at 

Perga (Pamphylia is the region), and they 

decide they want to press all the way a 

hundred miles inland to Antioch of Pisidia.  

 

Now, why is that such a challenging moment for John Mark? Well, I want to show you a couple 

pictures. This is a picture of what is called the Gates of Perga. If you imagine some epic film like 

The Lord of the Rings or The Hobbit, as you’re about to set out on a journey, these are the gates 

you would have to pass 

through to take that journey to 

the north. And once you 

passed through the gates out 

of the relative safety of this 

city and you began that 

journey to the north, it was 

one of the most perilous 

journeys in the ancient world. 

You had to go a hundred miles 
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over mountains, and even though the Roman Empire was incredibly strong, they weren’t able 

to patrol all of these mountain roads. It was a dangerous journey. 

 

This is the other side. This is 

what’s left of Antioch Pisidia, and 

you would have to come through 

these snow-capped mountains to 

get to this town. So there were 

some who think that John Mark 

flat-out chickened out. He’d never 

been that far from home, he gets 

to that moment—as we all come 

to those moments in our life sometimes—and he knew that if he stepped beyond those gates, if 

he took that journey, there were all kinds of dangers and unknown things that could happen to 

him. So he turned back, as that map shows, and he went back to Jerusalem. He went in the 

opposite direction.  

 

There are others who think that because of John Mark’s raising as a Jew that he might have had 

some theological issues with Paul’s methodology of ministry. They were clearly united in 

Christ—they both believed that Jesus was the only way to salvation—but John Mark, having the 

Jewish background, perhaps disagreed with some of Paul’s rather radical methods for engaging 

the Gentiles with the gospel. So we see hints of that in the New Testament as well, that 

sometimes there was some disagreement among the early church leaders. 

 

But whatever the reason, Paul saw this as an epic fail on the part of John Mark. We were talking 

about hymns earlier. Most of us are familiar with the old hymn, “I have decided to follow 

Jesus,” right? And how does it end? “No turning back, no turning back.” That song’s not nearly 

as strong as saying, “I chickened out, I chickened out.” That’s what Paul felt like John Mark had 
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done. So therefore if we’re going back that same route, if we’re going in that same direction, 

then this isn’t the guy we need for this team. 

 

This brings us to a major issue in the church today. What do we do with those people who have 

come to a crisis of faith and have stepped back? We’re not even talking about a moral failure 

here—that’s another entire category. But there are scores of leaders in the church today who 

when an opportunity has come, they have shrunk back, they have not stepped up, they have 

not moved forward in faith. So now they feel like they’re failures, and there are other people 

around them, leaders, who can’t trust in them. 

 

A couple statistics are pretty haunting to us. We wonder why some of our churches aren’t 

stronger? Well, we can look at our leadership pool. It’s not very deep. Did you know that 50% of 

the young men who graduate from seminary will be out of ministry within the first five years? 

Did you know that only one in ten ministers makes it all the way to retirement? Guys who plant 

and start new churches, the work is so difficult and challenging that four out of ten of them will 

burn out and drop out of ministry, never to return. Those numbers are slightly improving, as we 

figure out how to better equip and resource them. But that’s the reality. 

 

Not only that, you add to that the scores and scores of lay people in the life of the church who 

at one time were excited about what God’s doing and they took a step, and they took another 

step, and they realized, whoa, I’m not ready to go all in. What you’ve got is generations of 

people who are sitting out there in the seats, who are sitting on the sidelines in essence, kind of 

around the fringes of the church. They’re hurt, wounded and for whatever reason they’re not 

being engaged, they’re not using their skills and gifts and training that God has given them to 

move the Kingdom forward. 

 

So what do you do in this moment? Act Two. This is instructive for us. This is important for us to 

realize how Paul and Barnabas handled this situation. Verse 38, “But Paul did not think it 
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appropriate to take along this man who had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not gone on 

with them to the work.” Number one, this is a serious issue. Failure. Not stepping up in the 

moment has consequences. If you don’t do that on your team, if you don’t step up and work, 

you know that it has consequences. So these consequences are real.  

 

Did Paul love John Mark? I believe he did, as a brother in Christ. But yet when he’s putting 

together a mission team, he had to make a very critical decision. The word for “deserted them,” 

that word is apostanta in Greek. Does it sound familiar? It’s because it’s related to the word 

apostasy, falling away. Luke himself, writing the book of Acts, tells us that this was a serious 

failure of faith on the part of John Mark. Not that he committed heresy—that’s not what that 

word means—but that he fell back from the task that the Lord had put in front of him. 

 

So in that moment what do you do? Well, there are two leaders here, and any time you have 

two leaders you have two opinions. The old joke about Acts 15 is that any time you get a bunch 

of theologians together you get a controversy. Just like the fact that any time you get a bunch 

of Baptists together you get a casserole. That’s the way things work. So you’ve got two very 

strong leaders with clearly different personalities in Barnabas and Paul, but they have different 

opinions about what should happen.  

 

So verse 39, “There was such a sharp disagreement that they parted company, and Barnabas 

took Mark with him and sailed off to Cyprus.” There was such a sharp disagreement. Luke 

doesn’t hold back. He shows us that these two leaders knocked heads, and they couldn’t agree 

on what to do with John Mark. They both had a different opinion, so they both went their 

different ways.  

 

Why is that so instructive for us in the life of the church? Because we live in a world in which 

civil discourse no longer seems to exist. We live in a world in which we think being passive-

aggressive is the way to be. We live in the South in particular where, as I told you before, one of 
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my favorite things about moving to the South was to learn this phrase: “Bless his heart.” 

Because you can say anything about anybody, either on the front end, “Bless his heart, but that 

guy’s a complete idiot,” or you can soften the blow, if you realize you’ve said something really 

mean. “That guy is a goof, bless his heart.”  

 

The newest one in my generation is, “Just sayin’.” You can just imagine Paul in this 

conversation—I can’t really imagine him doing this with his personality—but if he was a leader 

in today’s church he might say, “Well, you know John Mark, man, he chickened out at this 

critical moment. He doesn’t agree with the way we’re doing ministry. I just don’t think he’s 

suited for the task. Just sayin’.”  

 

You see, the early church was willing to pull things out of the dark and into the light to deal with 

them. And we have an important task ahead of us in continuing to expand the mission of the 

church, and there are going to be moments when we don’t all agree. There’s going to be a 

moment when things come to a head. And what we see modeled here for us is the importance 

of staying focused on the mission. But sometimes the reality is we have to agree to disagree. 

 

Turn with me in your Bibles to Galatians 2. The region that Antioch Pisidia is in is Galatia. So 

these issues continued to be a story in the life of the church. And in chapter 2 of Galatians, 

verse 11, you’re going to see Paul address this issue. “But when Cephas [another name for 

Peter] came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face because he stood condemned.” In other 

words Paul says, “I wasn’t afraid to stand up to Peter, the guy that Jesus said, ‘I’m going to build 

My church on,’ and tell him that I felt he was wrong, that his pattern, his behavior didn’t line up 

with the gospel he proclaimed.” 

 

And he tells us in verse 12, “For he used to eat with the Gentiles before certain men came from 

James. However, when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, because he feared 

those from the circumcision party,” those who wanted to continue to make believers in Christ 
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hold on to the old Jewish traditions. “Then the rest of the Jews joined his hypocrisy, so that 

even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy.” 

 

You see, Paul was so clear about what he believed, he wanted to make sure about the actions 

of even the early leaders. They were buddies, they had all come out of a Jewish background, so 

sometimes when the Jewish Christians were around they kind of cozied up to them, but when 

there were Gentile Christians around they behaved a different way. And Paul said, “That’s not 

the way we’re going to deal with it. That’s not the way we’re going to have it.” And he was 

willing to stand up, get in their face, and call them out about it. 

 

Remember that Paul wrote in Ephesians 4 that we must speak the truth in love. And both of 

those are critically important in a moment like this. Go with me to Matthew 18, verses 15-20. 

This passage is particularly dealing with sin issues in the local church. But this is so critically 

important for us to understand these principles that Jesus laid out for us. Because remember, if 

the enemy cannot destroy a church from the outside, he will try to rot it away from the inside. 

And in the ministry of advancing the gospel, things are going to get messy and people are going 

to disagree, and people are going to feel offended, and sometimes people are even going to 

feel that they’ve been gossiped about or sinned against.  

 

And Jesus gave us a template that we’re supposed to use any time there is disagreement 

among us, in particular sin issues. Verse 15 in Matthew 18, “If your brother sins against you, go 

and rebuke him in private.” If you feel like your brother has wounded you, has sinned against 

you, you go and you get in his face about it—in private. Not on Facebook. Not via a Twitter war. 

You don’t go and tell your best friend, who then has two best friends, and those best friends 

have two best friends...and all of a sudden it’s a story and you haven’t talked to that person 

face-to-face. You go to that person.  
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“But if he won't listen, take one or two more with you, so that by the testimony of two or three 

witnesses every fact may be established.” So if that isn’t effective, you get two or three trusted 

confidantes—again, the circle is very small—and then you go to that person to be sure that 

your facts are straight, to be sure that your perception of the issue is accurate. This is what it 

means to keep the unity of the faith that we see all throughout the New Testament. “If he pays 

no attention to them, tell the church. But if he doesn't pay attention even to the church, let him 

be like an unbeliever and a tax collector to you.” So there are real consequences if a person is 

unrepentant, but yet how did Jesus treat tax collectors and outsiders? With grace. With mercy.  

 

Verse 18, “I assure you: Whatever you bind on earth is already bound in heaven, and whatever 

you loose on earth is already loosed in heaven. Again, I assure you: If two of you on earth agree 

about any matter that you pray for, it will be done for you by My Father in heaven. For where 

two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there among them.”  

 

How many times have you heard that verse quoted? We get together in little prayer circles, 

we’re praying, “Dear Lord, where two or more are gathered, the Bible says, You are there also.” 

Okay, true. But God’s always with us. Where did Jesus give that Scripture? When His people 

were doing the hard biblical gospel work of confronting one another in love. Jesus said, “I am 

always with you.” And after Jesus went back to heaven, the Holy Spirit is always with us. 

 

So why did Jesus say this now? Because He knew that part of the important discipline of His 

church, part of the important of the rhythm of them loving each other well, was the ability to 

confront one another in love. To not be passive-aggressive, not to try to hide stuff under the 

carpet, not to use all their emotional energy on the inside, getting all worked up. “Well, do you 

know about what he did?? Do you know about what she said??”  

 

But instead, to deal with those issues in community, applying biblical truth to them, in a way 

that would move forward the work of the Kingdom, even if they had to agree to disagree. And 
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Jesus says, “Then My power and My presence is with you in a uniquely powerful way.” That’s 

what He wanted to remind His followers, because that work is so delicate, that work is so 

important, that that is the biblical way to go about advancing the Kingdom. 

 

So Paul and Barnabas in this moment, not agreeing with what to do with John Mark, they 

practiced these principles clearly. Luke again doesn’t waste a lot of words, but you see the 

inferences all over the story of the rest of the New Testament, and that leads us to Act Three. 

Act Three is the outcome of what took place. There in Acts 15:40, 41, “Then Paul chose Silas 

and departed, after being commended to the grace of the Lord by the brothers. He traveled 

through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.” 

 

So what is the outcome? We read this verse a moment ago, “And they parted ways,” and we 

think, “Ah, man, what a bummer! Paul and Barnabas, man, what a great team.” It’s like when 

your favorite ball player gets traded to another team, or it’s like when the band you’ve followed 

breaks up. “Paul and Barnabas—they parted ways. Man, that stinks.” It was probably a very 

difficult moment for them, to be sure.  

 

But yet God in His sovereignty was at work. Because what do we now have? We had one 

missionary team. Now how many do we have? Two. Just like when we talked about the fact 

that the enemy, by orchestrating persecution of the church, could not stop its growth, so we 

see God’s sovereign hand at work in this situation. Because Silas now steps on to Paul’s team. 

Silas is a man who, if you read his resume, was suited for the mission that was to come—

probably, honestly, better suited that John Mark was. 

 

So we want to know in this story, which one was right? Was it Barnabas? Was it Paul? The 

answer is, probably both of them. But you see, they worked according to their callings, 

according to their understanding of what the Holy Spirit was leading them to do to advance the 

cause of the gospel and to spread the word of Jesus Christ. What was Paul’s strength? He was a 
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missionary. He was that guy who would tell you himself, “I always want to go preach the gospel 

in places where it hasn’t been proclaimed.” Who was Barnabas? Barnabas was the encourager. 

He was the guy who would build others up. He was the mentor who could see things that other 

people probably couldn’t see.  

 

There was one commentator who puts this brilliantly.  

 

This affords a marvelous example for us. God will call some into public ministry 

like Paul. These may travel far and wide and their names may appear in bulletins 

and reports all around the country—or today, on blogs and on websites or 

published in books—and even around the world. But God will call others to take 

one person, a John Mark, and work with that fledgling leader to mentor him or 

her to the place of profit in ministry. Neither calling is greater or lesser in the 

eyes of God. Paul’s vast ministry among the Gentiles is a marvelous example of 

missionary evangelism. But Barnabas’ personal ministry with Mark is also a 

marvelous example of pastoral mentoring. Both are essential, both serve eternal 

values, and both carry equal weight in the eyes of the God who assigned them. 

 

Both of them knew their strengths. Both of them felt like they had a calling in this moment. 

They got it out in the light, they dealt with it, they made a hard decision, but it was a decision 

that ultimately proved to be the right decision, because God blessed both of the works, both of 

the mission teams that came out of that moment. 

 

Just for a moment I want you to consider the impact of Barnabas, because at this moment 

Barnabas sails off with John Mark—and he sails off the pages of Scripture. We don’t hear 

anything more about Barnabas. But yet his fingerprints are all over the early church. I want to 

put up a slide, just talking about one thing alone: the books of the New Testament. Here’s a 

listing of the books of the New Testament.  
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If Barnabas doesn’t continue to see value in John Mark, if 

Barnabas doesn’t continue to track with this young man 

to equip him, to help him to understand why he had that 

faith failure and how it could be overcome, then this is 

the young man who went on to write the Gospel of 

Mark—so we don’t have that Gospel.  

 

That was the 

first gospel 

story written. Matthew and Luke played off many of 

the stories in Mark’s Gospel, and Luke of course went 

on to write Acts. So, you’ll see that without Barnabas 

we don’t have much of the first half of the New 

Testament, at least not in the way we have it today. 

 

But remember in Acts 9, who was the other person 

that Barnabas gave a chance to? A Jewish hothead who was persecuting Christians, who came 

to Jerusalem telling some story that he had seen Jesus 

and been saved. The church didn’t trust him, but 

Barnabas did. It was Paul. It was Paul. So without 

Barnabas speaking up for Paul, without Barnabas going 

to find Paul and bringing him to teach in Antioch, giving 

him a place of leadership, we don’t have much of the 

rest of the New Testament.  

 

This is all we have left: the Gospel of John, John’s 

letters, John’s revelation, a couple letters from Peter and a couple of short letters from the 
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brothers of Jesus. That’s it. Without Barnabas, this is all that we have of the New Testament. 

Isn’t it amazing how God will work through ordinary everyday people who see the importance 

of investing and pouring in to a person. Maybe that person is wounded and hurt, maybe that 

person has failed. But the story of the church is the story of second chances. 

 

So today there are two characters in the story that you can relate to. Of course, some of you 

are John Marks. There was a moment when you came to the gates of Perga, so to speak, in your 

life. There was a calling, there was an opportunity, there was a faith step that God wanted you 

to make, and for whatever reason you didn’t take it. And you have been feeling the 

consequences of that failure of faith ever since. And you sit there and you wonder, could God 

really use me?  

 

This story is a testimony to the fact that yes, yes He can. As a matter of fact, if you go back 

through the pages of the Scripture, many of our greatest heroes of faith—guys like Abraham, 

Moses and David, in the New Testament the Peters and Pauls—all at one time were considered 

epic failures by the community of people that were around them. And yet the gospel teaches us 

that surrendering those failures, surrendering that struggle to Jesus will allow Him to redeem 

and restore what was broken and what was lost. The gospel is for the John Marks of the world, 

to tell them that there is a second chance. 

 

But there are others of you in this room—and this is part of why I love that we have an 

intergenerational congregation—because there’s a lot of wisdom and experience out there 

sitting in those seats. There are those of you who have been through life, there are those of you 

who like Barnabas—you may not feel like you’re spectacular, but you feel like you can see God 

at work in the lives of people. And there are some of you out there who need to seek out some 

of these younger families, you need to seek out some of these young men and women in the 

church, and you need to commit to walk with them, to say, “You know what? You might have 
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struggled here, you might have missed it there, but I see the grace of God at work in your life. 

And I believe God has a hope and a future for you.” 

 

We have a commitment not only individually to be Barnabases, but to be that as a church, to be 

the kind of safe place that people can walk in here with their failings, with their struggles, with 

their baggage. And when they surrender that to the Lord, we surround them with the kind of 

community that helps them find what their NEXT is in God’s story and in His plan. We serve a 

God who brings that kind of hope, that kind of purpose, and that kind of meaning to the story 

of all of us.  

 

Would you bow your heads with me this morning as we come to this time of commitment? In 

this moment, I don’t know which character you identify with more. I don’t know if there was 

something else that was shared today that moved you. But I want to remind you, it was Jesus 

Christ who kept Paul and Barnabas focused on the mission. It was Jesus and the power of the 

gospel that restored John Mark to an important place in ministry, to the point that Peter later 

called him “my son,” to the point that Paul himself ten years later would call for John Mark to 

come see him, because he was such an encouragement to him. Wherever you’ve been at in 

that story, know that there’s hope for you because of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

Heavenly Father, I thank You for this story, that even out of conflict, even out of sharp 

disagreement among Your people, that Your grace is abundant and sufficient, and that You 

move forward Your Kingdom. Today I have friends who, like John Mark, need to hear a message 

of hope, that God isn’t finished with them. I have other friends in this room who may feel like 

they’re not important to ministry, and yet You have placed around them the very people they 

need to pour into so that You can continue to write Your story of restoration and redemption 

and hope with Your people. Father, whatever today You have spoken to us by Your Word, I pray 

that we would be faithful to respond. Thank You for the hope that’s in Jesus Christ, and it’s in His 

name we pray these things, and all God’s people said, Amen. 


