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The Newsletter Team 
Donald Brooks Jr. & Christy Eggleston 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this month’s 

newsletter. Items for the newsletter may be placed in the 

Newsletter folder in the church office, or they may be sent 

as a Word or Google document to 

woestinachurch@gmail.com  

The newsletter is published September through June. 

Items for inclusion in the newsletter should be submitted 

by the 20th of the previous month. 

Thank you, 

Christy Eggleston   
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From the Pastor 

McHeard Moment 
President’s Report of Classis February 2022 

Our Help is in the Name of the LORD, Maker of Heaven and Earth. 

I have said those words for 20 years now at Woestina and they are as 

true today as they have been when I accepted that call to my third 

(and respectfully) my final pastorate. I began this preaching journey 

45 years ago when I stood in a small congregation in the city of 

Alexandria Virginia to give my first sermon. Later I began preaching 

monthly at a rescue mission in Washington DC. I have even had the 

occasion to speak in the open air on the National Mall in Washington 

DC, and in Times Square in NYC back in the late 70’s and early 80’s. 

I look back on this proclamation journey through nursing homes, 

churches, and jails with humility and life lessons learned. 

When it seems like nothing new comes along…. we are hit with a 

Pandemic. By now you have read and perhaps heard the report of the 

Church Oversight and Supervision Committee where we now have 9 

churches under supervision. Nine out of the 16 churches in our 

classis. This has become increasingly difficult and in some cases 

endemic of the Covid Pandemic. Now more than ever fewer of our 

churches can concentrate on ministry and instead spend time on 

administrative and pastoral duties while they are themselves 

searching for a pastor or pastors. 

Sadly alongside this pandemic stands our denomination and her 

determinative insistence on sexuality and the church, while suffering 

and the justice of God runs unspoken at a time we should have been 

speaking.   

Evil and suffering exists, but where is God when evil and suffering 
presents itself to the people of God. The writer of the Gospel of John 
records a conversation Jesus had with his disciples where he said ‘in 
this world you will have oppression or affliction but be cheerful, 
because I have already overcome the world (John 16:33). While 
comfort is not seen in the announcement of certain oppression or 
affliction, solace is obtained in the affirmation that Christ has 
overcome afflictions and oppressions. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Sunday School News 
Brought to you by: 

Nancy Gore 

Sunday School Committee 
 

 
 

        So here we go, our Vacation Bible School will 

be July 25th thru the 29th, 2022 from 6 to 8pm. If you are 

interested in helping, please let me know. Also let me 

know if you need a registration form. Remember its only 

2 hours an evening for 1 week! 

 
 

     

 

 

 

We are also still collecting empty soda & water 

bottles. You can drop off at Southside Beverage at 1451 

State Highway 5S, Amsterdam, NY 12010. Make sure 

you tell them they are for the Woestina Church Youth 

Group.  

 

 Once again, I encourage you to invite a child in 

your neighborhood to come to Sunday School, it may be 

their only opportunity to hear about God’s word. Today’s 

youth need to know that God is there for them. Also offer 

a ride, they may need one.  

 

So, let’s continue to see God’s plan for us! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

    
 

Why does suffering happen?  Where is God’s justice when injustice is also 

present?  I would like to answer that by comparing and contrasting John 
Calvin and James Cone.  I will use Calvin’s Institutes for John Calvin’s 
material, and I will refer to James Cone’s book Divine Liberation and Black 
Suffering. 

Calvin believes that God is in control of the bad things which happen to 
humankind.  What God does is to proportion bad things or evil to 
whomever God pleases.  Cone believes that God is present with 
humankind in evil or suffering.  He would say that the question of whether 
God uses evil for [God’s] purposes cannot be answered, whereas Calvin 
says it can.  It is not that Cone refuses to address the question of evil, but 
that the Bible has little or no interest in explaining the origin of evil.  The 
hope the sufferer has is not in the explanation of evil but in the awareness 
of the presence of God in the suffering. 

According to Cone, the book of Job teaches two responses to human 
suffering, first, a testing of one’s faith, and secondly the redemptive nature 
of suffering. The testing of one’s faith is like the testing of Job.  God gave 
Satan permission to trouble Job.  There is no reason given by God for the 
testing except that God is sovereign.  This kind of ambiguity in suffering is 
what Calvin would call the providence of God.  It is not that Calvin is silent 
on the subject of the cause for suffering; he believes that even in suffering 
oppression comes under God’s control. Calvin does not say that God 
causes suffering nor is the agent of suffering.  Calvin said, 

“Indeed, Scripture, to express more plainly that nothing at all in 
the world is undertaken without [God’s] determination, shows that 
things seemingly most fortuitous are subject to [God].  For what 
can you attribute more closely to chance than when a branch 
breaking off from a tree kills a passing traveler? But the Lord 
speaks far differently, acknowledging that [God] has delivered 
him to the hand of the slayer.”[i] 

Rather than emphasize the suffering Calvin points to a God who protects 
from unseen potential danger.  I think in this way both Cone and Calvin 
agrees that God makes God self present in the midst of suffering.  

I have an African Heritage Study Bible which has in the back of it, songs 
traditionally sung in black churches.  Some of the titles of the songs are: 
Sweet Canaan, Steal Away, Go Down Moses, Didn’t my Lord deliver 
Daniel, Swing Low Sweet Chariot, My Lord what a Mourning, and We’ll 
Stand the Storm.  The lyrics to We’ll Stand the Storm are: “My Ship is on 
the ocean, we’ll anchor by and by, my ship is on the ocean, we’ll anchor 
by and by” The Chorus reads, 

 

 

 

 

 
3/02 - Kathleen Nugent & 

      John Carr 

3/04 - Karen Getter 

3/08 - Leda Salisbury 

3/11 - Brian Freer                                                        

3/20 - T.J. Carr 

3/23 - Kathy Teaney 

3/25 - Hank Trombley 

3/26 - Mark Kugler 

3/28 - Carol Decker 

3/29 - Sean Carr 

3/31 - Ken Brittain 

*There are no Anniversaries this month* 

 

 



   

MISSION OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

J.E.M. 

(JUNCTION ECUMENICAL MINISTRY) 

 

 

 

 

“Oh stand the storm, it won’t be long, we’ll anchor by and by.  Stand the storm, 

it won’t be long, we’ll anchor by and by.”[ii] The hope of the song is not a 
deliverance from oppression today but a hope of a future deliverance. 

The sorrow songs in the African American tradition often speak of God 
delivering God’s people through Moses.  The Hebrew Children were in 
bondage in Egypt for four hundred years before God sent Moses to ‘tell o’ 
Pharaoh’ to let my people go.  God said that God heard the cries of the people 
and saw their affliction and that God would come to their aid.  It took four 
hundred years of seeing and hearing before God acted.  Cone said that 
liberation from black oppression may not come immediately, but it will come 
sometime in the future. 

Voices both past and present herald that deliverance from suffering and 
oppression will come ‘one of these days’; but from where does this deliverance 
come?  I believe that God in God’s own providence will bring about deliverance, 
but I also believe that God has also named God’s own people as agents of 
change and deliverers of suffering and oppression. 

Our Help is indeed in the Name of the Lord, maker of Heaven and Earth 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. Kent A. McHeard 
 

SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN NEED 
 For our Church Family: 
Shut-ins & our Sunday school children 
 For our Community, Nation, & World 
Peace: 
Those serving in the Armed Forces and 
their families, all those affected by the 
pandemic, and Christians throughout the 
World.  
   

 

[i] John Baillie, John T. McNeill, and Henry P.Van Dusen, Calvin: Institutes of the 
Christian Religion I (Philadelphia: Westminster Press) , 205 

[ii] Felder, Cain The Original African Heritage Study Bible: King James Version 
(Tennessee, James C. Winston Publishing) , 1843 

 

 

 

 

 Please give your prayer requests to Pastor Kent 

The Junction Ecumenical Ministry 

program provides food baskets for the 

needy during Thanksgiving, Christmas 

and Easter; as well as joint worship 

services during the Christian holidays. 

 

Complete serenity 

Many of us have heard the first part of what’s called “The Serenity 

Prayer,” attributed to theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. But we would do 

well to learn the rest of it as well:  

“God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the 

difference, living one day at a time; enjoying one moment at a time; 

taking this world as it is and not as I would have it; trusting that you 

will make all things right if I surrender to your will; so that I may be 

reasonably happy in this life and supremely happy with You forever in 

the next. Amen.” 

 

 



                         Woestina Reformed Church  
                          Food Pantry 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The food pantry is always taking donations. 

The pantry is currently open every 2nd & 

4th Saturday of the month from 9:00am – 

12:00pm. A list of needed items is in the 

community room. We try to supply our 

families with laundry soap, bathroom 

necessities, and paper products as these 

items cannot be purchased with EBT 

benefits. Also, snacks are still being 

collected for Jefferson elementary school 

children. Any individually wrapped snacks (no 

nuts please) can be given to Linda and she 

will deliver them. Any emergent food needs 

can be met by scheduling a pick-up 

appointment by calling either Linda or 

Karin. Thank you for your support! 

 

Ginny’s Lunch  
 

 Please join us for lunch at Woestina Reformed 

Church. Doors open at 10:00am and lunch is 

served at noon. 

Menu for March 10th: Hamburger Vegetable Soup, 

Chicken Pastene Soup, Hawaiian Rolls, and Carrot Cake. 

Menu for March 24th: Macaroni Tomato Soup, Chicken 

Gnocchi Soup, Italian Bread, Brownies and Blondies 

 

 

 

 
Sunday’s @ 9:30 a.m 

Tuesday’s @ 10:30 a.m 
(see bulletin board for occasional changes) 

************************************************************************ 

 

If you would like to attend, please contact Nancy 

MacLea at 518-355-0543 

or nmaclea@nycap.rr.com and leave your name 

and phone number 😊 

Karin Carr – (518) 256-5640 

Linda Young – (518) 901-9901 
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MARCH 2022  

USHERS & GREETERS 

 

Greeters 

March 6th – Linda Sambuca 

March 13th – Sally Hemstreet 

March 20th – Brenda Sebast 

March 27th – Karin Carr 

Ushers 

March 6th – Joe Bennett & 

     Jack Keugler 

March 13th – Larry Spring & 

     Doug Regnier 

March 20th – Tom Baker & 

     Jim Baker 

March 27th – Don Brooks Jr. & 

     Ken Brittain 

 

 
If you are unable to assist, please reach out to  

Janet Pickney prior to your assigned date. 

 

 

 

Christian Symbol 

 
40 

In Scripture, this number often indicates a time of 

trial or testing, or simply marks significance. It 

rained 40 days and nights during the Flood. Israel 

wandered in the wilderness for 40 years. Jesus 

fasted for 40 days and was with the disciples for 40 

days between his resurrection and ascension. The 

Christian church has long observed 40 days of Lent 

(not counting Sundays). 

Special Days Celebrated in March 

March 2nd – Ash Wednesday 

March 4th – World Day of Prayer 

March 13th – Daylight Savings Time Begins 

March 20th – First Day of Spring 

                            

***************************************************** 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

CONSISTORY HAS made the decision that 

IT IS NOW OKAY TO return TO OUR 

TRADITIONAL SERVICE. WITH THAT, WE WILL 

also BE REINSTATING ALL ACTIVITIES. Soon 

we will be hosting our spring 

community picnic. Be on the lookout 

for more information!! 

********************************************* 
THE NEWSLETTER TEAM IS IN NEED OF 

MORE CONTENT. PLEASE CONSIDER 

Submitting AN ARTICLE, picture, or 

inspirational quote FOR A FUTURE 

EDITION.  

********************************************* 
**YOUR INFO COULD BE HERE** 

********************************************* 
AFTER EASTER, we would like to once 

again HAVE A CLASS for Stephen 

ministers. If you are interested, please 

SEE pastor kent or linda young. 

 

 

Just a funny! 
Brought to you by Linda Young 

 

There's an old story about a gravestone with this 
inscription on it: 
 
As you are now, so once was I. 
As I am now, you are sure to be. 
So may I say, as now I lie, 
Prepare yourself to follow me. 
 
Someone came along and wrote these words in chalk 
beneath the inscription: 
 
To follow you I'm not content 
Until I know which way you went. 
 
~Anonymous 
 

 

 

 

Jesus has gone there first 

 Whether we gaze with longing into the 

garden or with fear and trembling into the 

desert, of this we can be sure – 

 God walked there first! And when we who have sinned and 

despoiled the garden are challenged now to face the desert, we 

do not face it alone; Jesus has gone there before us to struggle 

with every demon that has ever plagued a human heart. Face the 

desert we must if we would reach the garden, but Jesus has gone 

there before us. 
—James Healy 

 

 

***************************************************** 
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