
 

 

Woestina Reformed Church 
1397 Main St.  P.O. Box 420 

Rotterdam Junction, NY  12150 

Telephone: (518) 887-5152 

E-mail: Woestina@localnet.com 

                                 Visit us online at: 

http://woestinareformedchurch.org 

The Newsletter 
December 2019 

 

 Pastor: the Rev. Kent McHeard 

 Telephone: (518) 843-9061 

 E-mail: kentmcheard@netscape.net 

  

McHeard Moment 

 

Why? 

One of the most widely used words in our language.  Why.  Why is the sky 

blue? Why is there suffering in the world? Why do I have to eat my 
vegetables?  Why is there evil in the world?  Why do we only have ‘fore’ 

fathers and not five?  It is good to ask questions and to seek answers.  

Somewhere along the way most Christians thinks it is wrong to ask the 
‘why’ questions in church.  Questions like, why do we say the creeds every 

Sunday? Why is the church service so long?  I will answer the first question 
and leave the other one alone. 

 

We say the creeds every Sunday because they express in words what we 

believe as a community of faith.  These creeds have help Christians 

throughout the centuries form their identity as a people of God.  A 
challenge I would like to explore in these articles in the next few weeks is 

to talk about the creeds theologically without sounding academic.  I believe 
it is important for us to either be reminded or informed about the words we 

affirm weekly and once and week.  The two creeds I will consider are The 

Apostles and the Nicene Creed.  The Apostles Creed, probably first formed 
in the first century, is otherwise known as the Baptismal Covenant.  

Baptisms in the early church were conducted on Easter Sunday.  

Candidates of baptism would be asked as series of questions.  Do you 
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believe in God the Father? The candidate would say, “I believe in God, the 

Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth” Do you believe in Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God?  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,… 

and finally, Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? The answer would be “I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church….”  By the fourth 
century we have what we call the Apostle’s Creed. 

 

During the first few centuries of the early church a question arose regarding 

who Jesus Christ was.  Was he truly human only?  Was he truly God only?  
Was he part of both or all of both?  Or was he neither human nor divine?  

Some of the questions some would fear to ask in churches today were asked 

in the early centuries of the Christian Church.  The Nicene Creed written in 
325CE (CE is Common Era; scholarly writings today have replaced AD 

and BC with BCE (before common era) and CE) in part as a response to the 

heresies of Arius.  Next week I will talk more on who Arius was and his 
contemporaries, and I will comment on why we affirm in the Nicene Creed 

that Jesus was “the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all 

ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, of the 

same essence as the Father.” [emphasis and bold mine]. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Rev. Kent A. McHeard 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Special Prayers for Those in Need 

          

 

    

For Individuals: 

Lance Kugler and 

the families of Jan VanWingerden, Jim Hunter & Joyce Regnier  

For Our Church Family: 

Shut-ins, Our Sunday School Children 
 

For Our Community, Nation & World Peace: 

Those serving in the Armed Forces and their families 

                      Christians throughout the world  

Please give your prayer requests to Pastor McHeard. 

                                                         

 
 
 
 

December Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

    
 

4 Scott Dahlberg 
8 Dan Karl 
11 Larry Decker 
12 Emily Brittain 
12   Christine Pennings 

 

 

    
 

14   Kent McHeard 
15 Greg Nagell 
29 Linda Harbers 
30 Larry Borne 
  
 
 
 

 

          Anniversaries  

24 Don & Deb Woodward 
30 Thomas & Karin Carr 
      

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Adult Bible Study 

    Sunday Mornings                                     Tuesday Mornings                                

           9:30 am                                                      10:30 am                                                                                                             

 Please see the bulletin for occasional changes! 

        

Birthdays 

http://cheesecharmer.blogspot.com/2010/10/happy-birthday.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Food Pantry 

 
The food pantry continues to be a blessing to families in our area.   
 
The food pantry will continue to be open on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month from 
9:00am to 12:00pm.  The pantry is also open for seniors after Ginny’s Lunch which is held 
on the second Thursday of this month. 
 

Coffee, sugar, cake mixes, frosting, sugar-free items, vegetable oil, juice, canned meat, 
meal packages, complete pancake mix, syrup, personal care items and other cleaning 
supplies are some items that frequently need replenishing.  
 
Karin also posts a list of needed items in the community room, downstairs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

 
Snacks for School Children 

Snacks are being collected for elementary school children. Please give individually 
wrapped snacks (no nuts please) to Linda Young for delivery to Jefferson school. The 
snacks are greatly appreciated. Thank you for your continued support. 
 
 

 
 

         
 
 
 
 
 

 



Ginny’s Lunch  
 

The next Ginny’s Lunch is scheduled for noon on Thursday, December 12th. Turkey noodle 
soup and creamy tomato soup will be served as well as grilled cheese sandwiches. Dessert 
will be cookies from our cookie swap! 

 

Please call Nancy at 518-355-0543 for reservations by Sunday December 8th to make your 
reservations. If leaving a message please state the number attending along with your 
name, telephone number, and menu choices. 

  

 

Mission of the Month 

  

UNITED THROUGH READING 
United Through Reading connects military families who are separated —for deployment or 

military assignment—by providing the bonding experience of shared storytime (utr.org). 

 
This program was created by a reading specialist in 1989.  She created a way for military 
parents to stay connected with their children while they are deployed. She recognized the 
need when her young daughter didn’t know her father when he returned home. It serves 

every branch of the military and is one way to be part of everyday life at home while serving 
abroad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sunday School News 

  

 
 

Well I am hoping that as this newsletter is distributed, we have reached our goal of raising 

funds to purchase 100 wreaths for veterans in our cemetery.  I would like to thank everyone who 

helped with this project.  Also, don’t forget we will be placing the wreaths on December 14 at 12 

noon if you would like to join us.  So, thanks once again for your support.  

 

I am listing some of the dates for Sunday school events for this year.  Hopefully you can 

work you schedules to include them.  They are: 

  

Wreath Laying Ceremony and placing of wreathes – December 14 at noon 

   

Christmas Program - December 22, 2019 

 

  Palm Sunday program – April 5, 2020 

 

Youth Sunday - June 14, 2020 

 

Vacation Bible school - July 20 thru July 24, 2020 

 

We are working on our group night which is open to all children who would like to attend.  

We are still working on our schedules so we can pick a night, but our first event will be a movie 

night.  Will post date on our bulletin board. 

 

We will also be collecting mittens and hats on December 22 which will be distributed to local 

schools.  We are also still collecting used greeting cards to donate to St. Jude’s Hospital and soda 

cans as fund raisers.  Soda cans can be dropped off at the ed center or at Southside Beverage at 1451 

State Highway 5S, Amsterdam, NY 12010.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Here are some pictures from our community dinner and the flag retirement at the 

Pattersonville fire house in which some of our young members participated. 

 

                                  

         
 

                                
 

 

  So, let’s see what else God has planned for us.  Don’t forget to invite a child that you 

may know to come and experience God’s great world, also offer a ride because they may need one.  

Thanks!!!! 

    

       Nancy Gore 

       Sunday School Committee   
 



Slow Me Down 
 

Slow me down, Lord, I’m going too fast; 

I can’t see my brother when he’s walking past. 

I miss a lot of good things day by day 

I don’t know a blessing when it comes my way. 

Slow me down, Lord; I want to see more of 

the things that are good for me. A little less of 

me and a little more of You. 

I want the heavenly atmosphere to trickle through. 

Let me help a brother when the going’s rough; when folks 

work together, it ain’t so tough. 

Slow me down, Lord, so I can talk with some 

of Your Angels. Slow me down ~ to a walk. 

                                                            Anonymous 

 
Contributed by Donald Brooks Sr. 

 
 

 
 

 

+ Christian Symbol + 
       

         
 

Holly  
 

Holly was first used by pagans to decorate for the festival of 
Saturnalia. When Christians began celebrating Christmas in 
honor of Christ, they adapted that decorating practice to 

reflect Jesus’ life and death. Holly’s pointed leaves symbolize 
the crown of thorns and its red berries symbolize Christ’s 

blood shed on the cross. Because holly thrives and its berries 
retain their brilliance even in harsh winter conditions, non-

Christians saw it as a symbol of eternity — which is fitting for 

Christians as well. 
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The Newsletter Team 
Donald Brooks Jr. & Christy Eggleston 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to 
this month’s newsletter.  Items for the 
newsletter may be placed in the Newsletter 
Folder in the church office or they may be 
sent as a Word document to 
woestinachurch@gmail.com  
 

The newsletter is published September 
through June.  Items for inclusion in the 
newsletter should be submitted by the 20th 
of the previous month. Thank you! 
 

Christy Eggleston   
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