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McHeard Moment 

Exegetical Thought on Hosea 6 

Hosea 6:1-6 teaches that true repentance involves both a confession of sin and the greatness of the 

Lord. Hosea’s poetic expression depicts that Israel’s cry of repentance is based on the past 

deliverances of God rather than a confession of personal responsibility for their sin. 

Hosea, who is a native to the land, writes during a time when Israel becomes a vassal of the Assyrians. 

Hosea writes his message to the 10 northern tribes in the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah.  

“When Hosea was called to be a prophet, the kingdom of the ten tribes of Israel had been elevated to a 

position of great earthly power by Jeroboam II…The Lord sent still further help through Jeroboam the son of 

Joash…the roots of corruption, which the kingdom of Israel had within it from its very commencement, were 

not exterminated either by Joash or Jeroboam.  These kings did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son 

of Nebat, who caused Israel to sin…Jeroboam was not content with simply introducing images or symbols of 

Jehovah, but had even banished from his kingdom the Levites, who opposed this innovation, and had taken 

men out of the great body of the people who were not sons of Levi, and made them priests, and had gone so 

far as to change the time of celebrating the feast of tabernacles from the seventh month to the eighth (I Kings 

12:31-32)…Thus the worship of the people became a political institution, in direct opposition to the idea of the 

kingdom of God; and the sanctuary of Jehovah was changed into a king’s sanctuary.”i By the time that Hosea 

writes, the Children of Israel had come to view God as a Suzerain who would deliver them from their bondage 
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by the hands of the Assyrians as God had delivered them from oppression of the Egyptians.  The Children of 

Israel take for granted that God would deliver them and save them by a strong hand.  “Come, let us return to 

the LORD; for it is he who has torn us, and he will heal us; he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.  

After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him” (Hosea 6:1, 

2). Their cry was to return to the LORD not because they had sinned, but because he had torn them…he had 

struck them down.  The people go on to say that God would raise them up.  Wijngaard, in the article death 

and resurrection in covenantal context says, “A number of expressions in Hosea 5:8-6:6 would seem to 

savour of Cannanitic cult terminology.  The lion (5:14) could symbolize death to Hosea’s contemporaries as 

well known divinity of the netherworld.  Dawn (6:3) played the role of a benevolent god begotten by ‘EL, who 

intervened at the time of the rainy season.  The dew (6:4), Baals own daughter, portrayed to Cannanitic 

thinking either blessing or the weather’s instability.  Such references are, of course, mere conjectures. The 

advocates of Canaanitic cult terminology, consequently, will rest the weight of their argument on the 

resurrection ‘on the third day’.  Gods ‘rising after three days’ have been worshipped not only in the last 

centuries before Christ (Adonis, Ositis, Attis), but long before Hosea’s time.  It is especially this striking 

resemblance in concept and terminology that inclined some commentators to accept the influence of 

Canaanitic thought on the people’s prayer.”  Wijngaard continues, “Two serious arguments militate against 

admitting influence of these cults on Hosea 6:2.  First, in our text there is no question of the dying and rising of 

a god, but of the death and resurrection of the whole people… Secondly, Hosea’s whole life was dedicated to 

the eradication of the fertility cults.  He would surely not tolerate to report a prayer which contained notions 

directly opposed to Jahweh’s characteristic distinctness from such cults.  The people’s resurrection on the 

third day must have derived from another context than that of the fertility rites.ii Matthew Henry, in commenting 

on verse 2 says “they promise themselves that their deliverance out of their troubles should be to them as life 

from the dead (verse 2): ‘after two days he will revive us (that is, in a short time, in a day or two) and the third 

day, when it is expected that the dead body should putrefy and corrupt, and by buried out of our sight, then 

will he raise us up, and we shall live in his sight, we shall see his face with comfort and it shall be reviving to 

us.”iii Israel appears to assume that just as God delivered them from oppression from Egypt, that God would 

deliver them from the Assyrians.  All they had to do then was to cry and God came with mighty force to rescue 

them.  So despite what they did to put themselves in this situation, all they would need to do is cry ‘come let 



us return to the LORD….Let us press on to know the LORD; his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will 

come to us like the showers, like the spring rains that water the earth (verses 1a, 3).  They said that just as 

sure as the dawn would come in the morning, God would come to help them.  They said that God’s coming is 

essential, just like the earth needs the spring rains, so they need God.  While this could be Israel’s way of 

saying that God is more powerful than Baal, who the Canaanites worshipped as the controller of the rains, I 

believe this is more of a declaration by Israel That God came through for them even though they failed to 

confess their personal sin to God.  God in response to them said, “For I desire steadfast love and not 

sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings” (verse 6).  While Israel spoke of returning to the 

LORD, and of God’s faithfulness, that was not sufficient.   Smothers tends to agree when writing on verses1-

3, “If this statement of repentance and faith had been acceptable to the Lord, the book of Hosea could have 

ended at 6:3.  But 6; 4-5 indicate its unacceptability.  One may wonder whether it was presumptuous, 

assuming that the Lord would always rescue them no matter what they did.  However, 6:4, 6 provide the right 

emphasis:  Israel commitment to hesed, covenant faithfulness, despite eloquent words spoken at a spiritually 

charged moment, was as flimsy and insubstantial as the morning dew.  Repentance to be genuine, had to be 

lived consistently, not just stated at the sanctuary.  What the Lord desired above all else was consistent 

covenant faithfulness (6:6).  Note that in 6:6 the parallel phrase to hesed is ‘the knowledge of God’, for Hosea 

a synonym of repentance.  Words alone, no matter how artful, could not suffice.”iv “What shall I do with you, O 

Ephraim? What should I do with you, O Judah?”(Verse 4).  God is not at a loss with what to do with Israel.  

Hosea here pictures God as a parent conversing with a child.  When God called out to Adam in the garden, 

“Where are you?” (Gen. 3:9), it wasn’t that God did not know where Adam was but that God was giving Adam 

a chance to confess his wrongdoings.  Hosea appears to present this same view of God.  A Parent who 

knows of a rebellious child exclaims in exasperation, “What can I do with you!”  The issue is not the answer of 

that question, the failure of Israel to realize that they have not fully repented and have failed to confess their 

wrong doing and God’s greatness.  Would God show mercy?  Certainly, when proper confession and worship 

is made, God is merciful. When my brother and I would create havoc in our room growing up, my foster 

mother would say, ‘What are you doing in there?’ she knew what we were doing.  We were doing what we did 

often, being bad.  But our response was often, “nothing mom Jane”.  She was not satisfied with that response.  

When God says to Israel, ‘what are you doing’ (“What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What should I do with 



you, O Judah?”) Their response was “Nothing!” God in poetic response says, “Therefore I have hewn them by 

the prophets, I have killed them by the words of my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as light” (verse 5).  

God seems to declare, “What more can I do for you, I have declared my expectations by the prophets and my 

judgments were clear, and yet you still do not repent”. Keil and Delitzsch  agree as they write, “Through them 

God had hewed or carved a nation, or, as Jerome and Luther render it, dolavi, i.e., worked like a piece of hard 

wood, in other words, had tried to improve it, and shape it into a holy nation, answering to its true calling”.v   

Hosea teaches that complete repentance involves both confession of sin and the greatness of God. Just like 

my foster mother, God said to Judah and Ephraim ‘what shall I do with you,’ and just like my brother and I 

they gave the wrong answer, ‘we are doing nothing!’ Judah and Ephraim’s inability to become a holy nation 

was due in part to a lack of steadfast love and knowledge of God; for if they truly loved God and Knew God 

they would not have strayed away from God. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Rev. Kent A. McHeard 

 

Special Prayers for Those in Need 

          

 

    

For Individuals: 

The Orlup family, Jan VanWingerden, Jim Hunter 

Cyndy McKay, Karin Carr & Joyce Regnier 

For Our Church Family: 

Shut-ins, Our Sunday School Children 
 

For Our Community, Nation & World Peace: 

Those serving in the Armed Forces and their families 

                      Christians throughout the world  

Please give your prayer requests to Pastor McHeard. 

                                                         

 



 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

   September Birthdays 
 

4 Jim Baker 
7 Pam Karl  
7 Garrett McHeard 
12 Jaydan Salisbury 

 

 

   September Birthdays 
 

22 Jackie Borne 
22 Dawn Santuccione 
23 Nancy Gore 
23 Janine Lordi 
24   Kim Nagell 
30 Roger Williams 
 
 

 

  September Anniversaries  

14 Jim & Elaine Baker 
17 Alan & Jodi Decker 
29 Kathleen (Herrick) & 
       Wayne VanDetta 
 

      

 
   

 

Food Pantry 

 
The food pantry continues to be a blessing to families in our area.   
 
The food pantry will continue to be open on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month from 
9:00 until noon.  The pantry is also open for seniors after Ginny’s Lunch which is held on 
the 2nd and last Thursday of each month. 
 

Coffee, vegetable oil, juice, canned meat, meal packages, complete pancake mix, syrup, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, paper products, detergent and other cleaning supplies 
are some items that frequently need replenishing.  
 
Karin also posts a list of needed items in the community room, downstairs. 
 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Snacks for School Children 
 

Individually wrapped snacks are also being collected for local school children. Cheetos and 
goldfish crackers are especially appreciated. 
 

 
 

 

Adult Bible Study 

    Sunday Mornings                                     Tuesday Mornings                                

           9:30 am                                                      10:30 am                                                                                                             

 Please see the bulletin for occasional changes! 

        



Ginny’s Lunch  
 

The next Ginny’s Lunch is scheduled for noon on Thursday, September 12. Italian Wedding 
soup and Lasagna soup will be served along with Italian bread.  Beverages and cookies will 
also be provided. 

 

The menu for Thursday, September 26 will include Autumn Squash and Chicken Rice 
soups. There will also be crackers, Hawaiian rolls, beverages and Apple crisp for dessert. 
 

 

Please call Cindy Cramer at 518 344-6097 for reservations by Monday September 9  and 
Monday September 23 to make your reservations. If leaving a message please state the 
number attending along with your name, telephone number, and menu choices. 

  

 

Mission of the Month 

 

Woestina Reformed Church Food Pantry 

 

The food pantry of the Woestina Reformed church provides assistance to families in need.  
The pantry is open two Saturdays each month as well as following Ginny’s Lunch. Families 
are able to supplement their households with basic food staples and also paper products, 
dish and laundry soap, and various personal hygiene items. 

 

 

 

 



Sunday School News 

 

 

 

So here we are another Sunday school year to begin.  We now have a group to work together 

as a committee to develop new ideas for our Sunday school and youth programs.  The committee 

members are Nancy, Ken, Elaine, Carol, Pastor Kent, Brenda and Gracia. If you would like to join 

us, please let me know.  Our teachers this year will be myself, Ken and Elaine, helping Elaine we 

welcome Amy and our substitute teachers are Carol and Gracia.   

 

I am listing some of the dates for Sunday school programs for this year.  Hopefully you can 

work you schedules to include them in your calendars.  They are: 

 

  Christmas Program - December 22, 2019 

 

  Palm Sunday program – April 5, 2020 

 

Youth Sunday - June 14, 2020 

 

Vacation Bible school - July 20 thru July 24, 2020 

 

We are still collecting used greeting cards to donate to St. Jude’s Hospital and soda cans as 

fund raisers, details to follow.  We are working on some other fundraisers too.    

 

 The plan this year is to have a kid’s night once a month with various programs, we will post 

detail on our Sunday school bulletine board and also make announcement. 

 

 So here we go to another exciting year and let’s see what God has planned for us.  Don’t 

forget to invite a child that you may know to come and experience God’s great world, also offer a 

ride because they may need one.  Thanks!!!! 

    

       Nancy Gore 

       Sunday School Committee 

 

 
                    

 

  



Labors of love 

  

Thomas Merton, an American monk, writer and social activist, said, “It is in 
the ordinary duties and labors of life that the Christian can and should 
develop his spiritual union with God.” As the United States observes Labor 
Day, may we find meaning not simply in marking summer’s end but in 
celebrating the ways nearly all “duties and labors of life” can empower 
ministry and faith.  
 
Whether as a dentist, parent, artist, teacher, mechanic, gardener, city 
councilor, farmer, day laborer, attorney or anything else, a Christian can 
begin each workday or shift by praying for opportunities to serve whoever 
they’ll encounter. We also can pray for and seek ways to grow in “spiritual 
union with God”: cultivating spiritual fruits; actively loving God and 
neighbor; seeing Jesus in the vulnerable; practicing humility, gratitude and 
praise.  
 
In Labor Day, may we find inspiration to make all our labors loving and 
faithful! 
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+ Christian Symbol + 
        

         

 

Pearl  
 

The pearl is a symbol of the surpassing value of the kingdom 
of God, based on Jesus’ parable in Matthew 13:45-46 (ESV): 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and 

sold all that he had and bought it.” 
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SEPTEMBER’S JOYFUL NOISE CONCERT 

 
On September 29th, Elinore Farnum will present an organ concert at 4:00 at the Woestina 
Reformed Church in Rotterdam Junction, NY.  This will be the inaugural concert in our Joyful 
Noise, fall concert series.  The concert is in memory of Gladys Weisheit, our long-time 
church organist.  The program will consist of some special hymns that Gladys loved as well 
as some of her favorite organ solos, and selections from Elinore’s repertoire.  Elinore is well 
known recitalist in the capital district. She has performed in Europe with the Union College 
choir as both a soloist and accompanist. She is a member of the New York State Music 
Teachers Association and received qualification as a “Colleague of the American Guild of 
Organists. 
  
Refreshments will be served following the concert. 
 
Future Concerts – 
 
10/20/19 @ 3:30 PM - RIVER VALLEY RINGERS ENGLISH HANDBELLS  

 

11/24/10 @ 3:30 PM - BRIAN KUGLER, PIANIST 
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The Newsletter Team 
Ray Freer, Ken Brittain, Donald Brooks Jr. &  

Christy Eggleston 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this 
month’s newsletter.  Items for the newsletter may 
be placed in the Newsletter Folder in the church 
office or they may be sent as a Word document to 
woestinachurch@gmail.com  
 

The newsletter is published September through 
June.  Items for inclusion in the newsletter should 
be submitted by the 15th of the previous month. 
 

Christy Eggleston   
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