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McHeard Moment 

 

Jesus’ Mother’s Day Card to His Mom 

 

Mother’s Day is fast approaching.  This day is set aside to give honor to mother’s who have 
sacrificially given to us in our formative and adult lives.  We give cards and take them out to 
dinner.  We go to church with them, and often for them.  We rise up and call her blessed, in 
the words of Proverbs 31.  All these things and more we should do and ought to do to honor 
our Mother’s.  This, however, is difficult for some who do not have a mother who cared or 
loved them, or who have or had an abusive mother.  It would be great if we could look at how 
Jesus celebrated Mother’s Day. 

 

You would be correct if you say that Jesus did not celebrate Mother’s Day because that 
holiday was not celebrated in antiquity.  You might find that there is a dearth of words that 
Jesus spoke to his mother.  As a matter of fact, when Jesus spoke to his mother, he often 
began it not by saying mother, but woman.  Woman, could you imagine that?  If I addressed 
my foster mother by woman, I would certainly get a rise out of her!  To address your mother 
woman today would be a pejorative term, but in antiquity it was not.  Jesus could call his 
mother woman and still honor her.  However, if we were looking to that as a way to honor 
mother, perhaps we should look somewhere else, or maybe not. 

 

Probably the worst day in Mary’s life turned out to be the day that Jesus gave her a mother’s 
day card.  In the Card was inscribed, “Woman behold your son, son behold your mother”.  
We recognize these words as the words that Jesus spoke to his mother when He was on the 
cross.  It is what is behind those words that I believe is what is beneficial to helping us honor 
our mothers whether or not they are like June Cleaver or Clare Huxstable.  Jesus’ step father 
Joseph is not seen or heard from since the birth narratives.  While it is not my suggestion that 
he was an absentee father, it is my assertion that he for some reason (maybe death) is no 
longer with Mary.  Scripture does not tell us, and as far as I am aware, pseudo graphical 

mailto:Woestina@localnet.com
http://woestinareformedchurch.org/


writings are silent as well. What I can surmise from Jesus’ words are that Jesus is asking an 
unknown person, probably John, to take care of his mother.  Jesus probably had that 
responsibility as the oldest son, and now because of his pending death, is no longer able to 
take care of his mother. 

 

Mother’s Day is a day in the month of May that we pile on love on mom with cards, food, and 
deeds.  Would it be better that we, like Jesus, take care of our mother’s everyday day.  Take 
care that we pray for them.  Take care that we love them.  Take care that we care for them, 
today and every day. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Rev. Kent A. Mc Heard 

 

 

Special Prayers for Those in Need 
          

 

    

For Individuals: 

Al Orlup, Jan VanWingerden, Jim Hunter 

Cyndy McKay, Karin Carr, Joyce Regnier, 

 Laverne and Kathy Teaney, Diane Bennett and family 

For Our Church Family: 

Shut-ins, Our Sunday School Children 
 

For Our Community, Nation & World Peace: 

Those serving in the Armed Forces and their families 

                      Christians throughout the world 

Please give your prayer requests to Pastor McHeard. 

                                                         

Adult Bible Study 

    Sunday Mornings                                     Tuesday Mornings                                

           9:30 am                                                      10:30 am                                                                                                             

 Please see the bulletin for occasional changes! 
        

 



Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

       May Birthdays 
 

1     Kathleen Van Detta 

5 Donald Brooks Sr. 
6 Elaine Baker 
9 Suzanne Havlik 
         

    

 

      May Birthdays 
 

12 Dale Pennings 
15 Karin Carr 
16 Jack Thelin 
18 Lance Kugler 
22 Alan Decker 
23   John Koegler 
 

 

           May Anniversaries 

13 Robert & Lillian Niedhammer 
29 Seth & Maryann Bunker 
 

      

               

 

 
 

Food Pantry 

 
The food pantry continues to be a blessing to families in our area.   
 
The food pantry will continue to be open on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month from 
9am til noon.  The pantry is also open for seniors after Ginny’s Lunch which is now held on 
the 2nd and last Thursdays of each month. 
 

 

Coffee, vegetable oil, juice, canned meat, meal packages, complete pancake mix, syrup, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, paper products, detergent and other cleaning supplies 
are some items that frequently need replenishing. 
 
Karin also posts a list of needed items in the community room, downstairs. 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Snacks for School Children 
 

Individually wrapped snacks are also being collected for local school children. Cheetos and 
goldfish crackers are especially appreciated. 
 

 

Missions of the Month 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL     

Vacation bible school gives children the opportunity to continue learning about God during a 
special week each summer.  VBS allows them to worship with their church friends with 
lessons, songs, hands-on activities and organized games.   



 
 

Ginny’s Lunch 
 

The next Ginny’s Lunch is scheduled for noon on Thursday, May 9.  Chili and chicken noodle 
soup will be served along with cornbread or rolls.  Beverages and dessert will also be 
provided. 

 

The menu for Thursday, May 30 will include Chicken Gnocchi soup and New England clam 
chowder. There will also be Cheddar biscuits, beverages and dessert. 
 

 

Please call Cindy Cramer at 518 344-6097 for reservations by Monday May 6 and Monday 
May 27 to make your reservations. If leaving a message please state the number attending 
along with your name, telephone number, and menu choices. 

  

 

 

Sunday School News 

 

 

. 
 
These are the last program dates for Sunday school for this year.  They are: 
 

  Youth Sunday will be June 9, 2019 
 
Vacation Bible School will be held July 15 thru July 19, 2019 

 

  
 



Joys of motherhood 

 

• A hug for no reason.  
• Belly laughs.  
• The light-bulb moment when your child understands something you’ve been trying to teach 
them.  
• Smiles and giggles.  
• Mud pies.  
• Arms raised in the air after a big accomplishment.  
• Hearing Scripture and prayer from your child’s lips.  
• Quiet moments on the couch.  
• Reading aloud together.  
• A family meal filled with conversation and laughter.  
• Watching your child be kind to another.  
• Recognizing a moment you’d like to freeze in time.  
• A child’s look of surprise and joy.  
• A quiet conversation that heals a wounded heart.  
• The words “I love you” — and a sticky kiss.  
 
—Unknown 

 

 
 

 

+ Christian Symbol + 

              

    

 

   

 

                             7-Pointed Star 
  
This star represents Isaiah’s list of the gifts of the Spirit to be 
revealed in the Branch of Jesse — that is, Christ: “The Spirit of the 
LORD will rest on him — the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the LORD — and he will delight in the fear of the LORD” 
(Isaiah 11:2-3, NIV). Some baptism and confirmation liturgies pray 
for God to “stir up in” the newly baptized or confirmed “the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in 
[God’s] presence.”  
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The Newsletter Team 
Ray Freer, Ken Brittain, Fran Kugler 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this 
month’s newsletter.  Items for the newsletter may be 
placed in the Newsletter Folder in the church office 
or they may be sent as a Word document to my e-
mail address lkugler@nycap.rr.com 

 

The newsletter is published September through 
June.  Items for inclusion in the newsletter should be 
submitted by the 15th of the previous month. 
 

Fran Kugler   
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