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McHeard Moment 

God's Blessing is above all others 

A memory from the past 

 

God's Blessings remain atop of all others.  Many of us hear the words "God Bless you" after 
we sneeze, but yet whenever God blesses us it (the blessings of God) stands far above the 
blessings of others.  Let me tell you a story, while admittedly some of you have heard this 
before but for others this is new.   

I was able to take some of my seminary courses in Rome Italy.  I was accepted to take a 
winter modular in Rome participating in a group of seminary students from across the 
nation who joined me in a ecumenical/historical/artistic journey with the Waldensian 
Church.  The year was 2008.  I joined students from many of the top seminaries across the 
country to study in Rome.  While most of our time was spent in class (some of our classes 
met at the Waldensian seminary while others met in Vatican City), I spent most of my time 
at the Vatican sitting during my free time during my scripture reading and enjoying the 
environs of St. Peter's Basilica.   
 

We did not have to attend classes on Sunday mornings, freeing those of us who wanted to 
attend worship services in the many churches in Rome.  I attended church at the Vatican 
on Epiphany Sunday in 2008.  I remember how excited I was to walk to St. Peter's Basilica 
and anticipate standing in the rain in Vatican Square like I have seen many times on 
Television, listening to the mass.  To my surprise, there was still room inside when I arrived.  
I was led to an area to the East side of the Basilica (we were led near the Sistine Chapel 
entrance) to the end of the church.  My seat was near the end...but at least I was inside the 
church!   
 

I remember looking around and way up in front of me was one of the other seminarian 
students in my group who was a rather arrogant fellow, despite my attempts to befriend 
him.  When he looked back and saw me, he gave me a smug look and turned away with his 
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nose in the air.  The service was slated to begin in about fifteen minutes when all of a 
sudden one of the security men came over to me and instructed me to get up and follow 
him.  I did what I was told, wondering what I had done wrong.  To my surprise (and to the 
surprise of my arrogant friend), I was led up to the front of the isle to be invited to sit in one 
of the empty red cushioned chairs reserved for some Cardinals who did not attend on that 
particular Sunday.  My guess was that they wanted to fill up the seats.  I have no idea why I 
was chosen, among the masses of others, but I was grateful to have been.  I still recall the 
look of shock on the face of my arrogant colleague as I passed by him on my way up to the 
front.  I was equally surprised when Pope Benedict processed in and stopped in front of me 
(I could have reached out and touched him, but decided not to).  Pope Benedict stopped in 
front of me, held my gaze and blessed me. 

 

I remember thinking that it was great to be blessed by the Pope and be treated so well as a 
Protestant Minister and Seminary student in the seat of the Roman Catholic Church (I have 
often bemused how well I was treated in Rome and how poorly I am treated in America 
especially as a school board member in a predominately Catholic district), but yet better 
than the Pope's blessing was God's blessing in my life.  I have spent a lot of space in this 
article talking about the blessing of humans, but space and time will not afford me the 
opportunity to adequately speak of God's blessings in my life.  

 

The next time someone says "God Bless you" why not say 'God has indeed blessed me' 
and try to name at least one-way that God has!  Let us try..."God Bless you"!... 
 

Respectfully Submitted 

Rev. Kent Mc Heard 

 

 

Special Prayers for Those in Need 

          

 

    

For Individuals: 

Jan VanWingerden, Jim Hunter 

Cyndy McKay, Karin Carr, Joyce Regnier, 

 Laverne and Kathy Teaney 

For Our Church Family: 

Shut-ins, Our Sunday School Children 
 

For Our Community, Nation & World Peace: 

Those serving in the Armed Forces and their families 

                      Christians throughout the world  

Please give your prayer requests to Pastor McHeard. 

                                                         



 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

    March Birthdays 
 

2 Kathleen Nugent 
2 John Carr 
4 Karen Getter 
8 James Hunter 

         

 

    March Birthdays 
 

11 Brian Freer                                                       
17   Kevin Mellon 
20 T.J. Carr 
23 Kathy Teaney 
25 Hank Trombley 
26 Mark Kugler 
28 Carol Decker 
29  Sean Carr 
31 Ken Brittain 
 

 

  March Anniversaries  

 

      

 

   

 
 

 

Food Pantry 

 
The food pantry continues to be a blessing to families in our area.   
 
The food pantry will continue to be open on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month from 
9:00 until noon.  The pantry is also open for seniors after Ginny’s Lunch which is now held 
on the 2nd and last Thursdays of each month. 
 

 

Coffee, vegetable oil, juice, canned meat, meal packages, complete pancake mix, syrup, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, paper products, detergent and other cleaning supplies 
are some items that frequently need replenishing.  
 
Karin also posts a list of needed items in the community room, downstairs. 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Snacks for School Children 
 

Individually wrapped snacks are also being collected for local school children. Cheetos and 
goldfish crackers are especially appreciated. 
 
 

 
 

Adult Bible Study 

    Sunday Mornings                                     Tuesday Mornings                                

           9:30 am                                                      10:30 am                                                                                                             

 Please see the bulletin for occasional changes! 
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Ginny’s Lunch  
 

The next Ginny’s Lunch is scheduled for noon on Thursday, March 14th.  Creamy chicken 
with rice and Beef barley soups will be served along with bread or rolls.  Beverages and 
dessert will also be provided. 

 

The menu for Thursday, March 28th will include Chicken and Cabbage roll soups. There will 
also be bread, beverages and dessert. 
 

Please call Cindy Cramer at 518 344-6097 for reservations by Monday March 11th and 
Monday March 25th to make your reservations. If leaving a message please state the 
number attending along with your name, telephone number, and menu choices. 

  

 

Missions of the Month 

 

J.E.M. (JUNCTION ECUMENICAL MINISTRY)  

 

This program provides food baskets for the needy during Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
Easter as well as joint worship services during the Christian holidays.  

 

 
 

 

+ Christian Symbol + 
        

        

 

The chalice with a cross rising from it symbolizes Christ’s 
obedient suffering, even unto death. The cross is called a 
“passion cross,” with pointed ends that represent suffering. We 
remember that in the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus begged his 
Father that the “cup” of suffering be taken from him. But 
ultimately, he prayed, “Not as I will, but as you will” (Matthew 
26:39, NIV).  
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Sunday School News 

 

 

I know you may think this is early, but I am looking for people who would like to help out 
with our vacation bible school this summer.  It will be held on July 15 through July 19, 2019 
from 6 pm till 8 pm.  Our program this year is called “Roar” and it looks like it will be a lot of 
fun.  There are plenty of jobs that you can help fill and we appreciate any help you can give.  
Please let me know that you are willing to help us out.  The kids really have a great time 
and appreciate all the church does to put on this program. 

 
These are the last program dates for Sunday school for this year are: 
 

  Youth Sunday will be June 9, 2019 
 
Vacation Bible school will be held July 15 thru July 19, 2019 
 

 Don’t forget to invite any child that you may know to come and experience God’s great 
world, also offer a ride because they may need one.  Thanks!!!! 
    
Nancy Gore,  Sunday School Director 
 

                    

 



  

The comfort of our middle-C God 

         
During college, while living in a boarding house, author Lloyd Douglas befriended a retiree. 
The man, a homebound former music teacher, shared a morning ritual with Douglas, who 
would walk down to the man’s floor, open his door and ask, “What’s the good news?”  
 
Every day the man responded by tapping a tuning fork against his wheelchair and saying, 
“That’s middle C. It was middle C yesterday. It will be middle C tomorrow. It will be middle C 
a thousand years from now. The tenor upstairs sings flat, the piano across the hall is out of 
tune, but, my friend, that is middle C!”  
 
If middle C’s pitch value isn’t exactly 261.63 Hz, then your piano needs to be tuned. How 
comforting that dependability is for musicians — and their listeners.  
 
Like middle C, God is steadfast and reliable. In this fast-paced world, praise God for the 
good news he declares to us: “I the LORD do not change” (Malachi 3:6). 
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            Share Your News,  How has God Blessed you? 

 

Please help me to make this newsletter better?  I would like to include updates on work 
being done by church committees and also news that you would be willing to share.  You 
may submit by either dropping a written note in the newsletter file located in the office or by 
sending directly to my email address. 

 

How has God blessed you?  Please share your story! 

 

 

 

 

Thank You! 
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The Newsletter Team 
Ray Freer, Ken Brittain, Fran Kugler 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this 
month’s newsletter.  Items for the newsletter may 
be placed in the Newsletter Folder in the church 
office or they may be sent as a Word document to 
my e-mail address lkugler@nycap.rr.com  
 

The newsletter is published September through 
June.  Items for inclusion in the newsletter should 
be submitted by the 15th of the previous month. 

 

Fran Kugler   
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