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McHeard Moment 

 

Always Home 

 

One of the things I could count on with my foster mom was that she was always home 
whenever I came home from school.  There were numerous times I would find myself 
running home from school trying to escape another after school beating from a bully, only to 
find my foster mom responding to my cries of help.  She was always home, and to me that 
meant that she was always available when I cried out for help.   

 

I think of that when I think of God.  Jesus, when talking about his approaching death said, 
“In my father’s house are many mansions, if it were not so I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you…”.  I like that first part (well, I like all of it really) which says “In my 
Father’s house”.  When I think of that I am reminded of growing up hoping that my foster 
mom would be there when I needed her.  I also know that God is always there when I need 
God. 

 

Well, why is that important?  I think it is important for a number of reasons, but let me share 
only one with you. We are going through some challenging times in our denomination.  This 
is not new for the Reformed Church in America, but it can be alarming.  My view used to be 
clouded with uncertainty, but not presently.  My view from the table at the General Synod 
Council has fostered a calm confidence in the providential purview of God.   A colleague 
asked me how I get through difficult times.  I shared with him that many of us in the African 
American race have sung songs to get through difficult times.  The King James Version of 
Scripture has traditionally been a strong hold in our faith (well at least in the churches I 
grew up in the South).  When this person asked me that question the song I had been 
singing was: 
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Hallelujah anyhow 

Don’t let your troubles get you down 

Satan block your way? 

Stand right up and say 

Hallelujah anyhow 

 

Troubles and problems will come, and we are not promised that all of them will be solved or 
addressed, but Hallelujah anyhow.  There is uncertainty and unrest regarding the future of 
our denomination, but Hallelujah anyhow…God is still at home. 
 

I do not know what 2019 will bring for our nation and world.  I am convinced that regardless 
of what happens, good or bad… God is always home.  Let us run to God and seek God’s 
help. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. Kent A. McHeard 

 

 

Special Prayers for Those in Need 

         

      

 

    

For Individuals: 

The Roger’s family, Jan VanWingerden, Jim Hunter 

Cyndy McKay, Karin Carr, Joyce Regnier, 

 Laverne and Kathy Teaney, John Havlik 

For Our Church Family: 

Shut-ins, Our Sunday School Children 
 

For Our Community, Nation & World Peace: 

Those serving in the Armed Forces and their families 

                      Christians throughout the world    

                   Safety and tolerance in our schools 

Please give your prayer requests to Pastor McHeard. 

                                                         

Adult Bible Study 

    Sunday Mornings                                     Tuesday Mornings                                

           9:30 am                                                      10:30 am                                                                                                             

 Please see the bulletin for occasional changes! 

        



 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

    December Birthdays 
 

1 John Hemstreet 
1 Donald Woodward 
3 Dick Lordi                                   

         

 

    December Birthdays 
 

4     Linda Camardello 
4 Janet Pickney 
7 Nancy Rogers 
8 Mary Jo Nagell 
12 Peter Neff 
19 Emma Lewis 
24 Rebecca Dion 
26 MaryLou McCarroll 
26   Linda Sambuca 
 
 

 

  December Anniversaries  
 

15 Kent & Colleen McHeard 
24 William & Janet Pickney 

 

      

 
 
 

Food Pantry 

 
The food pantry will continue to be open on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month from 
9:00 until noon.  The pantry is also open for seniors after Ginny’s Lunch which is now held 
on the 2nd and last Thursday of each month. 
 
 

Coffee, vegetable oil, juice, canned meat, meal packages, complete pancake mix, syrup, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, paper products, detergent and other cleaning supplies 
are some items that frequently need replenishing.  
 
The children will be on their Christmas break soon and kid-friendly food that can be 

microwaved such as canned pasta and mac & cheese will be needed. 

 
Karin also posts a list of needed items in the community room, downstairs. 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Snacks for School Children 
 

Individually wrapped snacks are also being collected for local school children. Cheetos and 
goldfish crackers are especially appreciated. 
 

 
 

     People who wonder if the glass is half empty or half full miss the point. The  

     glass is refillable. 

 

     Moses was the first person with a tablet downloading data from the cloud. 



 

 

Ginny’s Lunch  
 

The next Ginny’s Lunch is scheduled for noon on Thursday, January 3rd.  The soups will be 
Split Pea and Hamburger vegetable. Beverages, rolls and dessert will be provided.  

 

The menu for Thursday, January 31st will include Chicken Noodle and Goulash soups. 
There will also be bread, beverages and dessert. 

 

Please call Cindy Cramer at 518 344-6097 for reservations by Monday December 31st and 
Monday January 28th to make your reservations. If leaving a message please state the 
number attending along with your name, telephone number, and menu choices. 

  

 

Missions of the Month 

 

CITY MISSION of SCHENECTADY  

This program seeks to meet the needs of the poor in ways that dignify and strengthen the 
individual, family and community.  Since 1906, the city mission of Schenectady has been 
providing clothing, meals, shelter, educational training and Biblical counseling. 

 

 
 

               

                                              

Thank you to everyone who participated in our adopt-a-family giving program.  We were 
able to make the holiday brighter for three families.  Your generosity is amazing.  Many 
people purchased multiple gifts and signed up for all three families. There were 3 large 
boxes of gifts for the families.  Each time I brought in a new list there were people willing to 
purchase more gifts or to contribute money.  We were able to give each family the gifts they 
had suggested to us. 
 

It was very heart-warming to see how much the gifts were appreciated. I even received 
hugs, kisses and thank you from a two-year-old girl when she saw the presents in the trunk 
of my car. 

 

 



Sunday School News 

 

  
I would like to thank the kids for a great Christmas program and for learning to do the bells, 
which I hope we can see more of during the new year.  Thank you to our young church 
members for helping teach the kids the bells and for being willing to help where needed. 

 
                               Again, here are some pics from the past. 
 

                     
 

                                                      
 

I am listing some of the dates for Sunday school programs for next year. They are: 
 

  Youth Sunday will be June 9, 2019 
 
Vacation Bible school will be held July 15 thru July 19, 2019 
 

 Don’t forget to invite any child that you may know to come and experience God’s great 
world, also offer a ride because they may need one.  Thanks!!!! 
    
       Nancy Gore 
       Sunday School Director 



 

+ Christian Symbol + 

        

 

Decending Dove 
 

A dove is a prominent symbol of the Holy Spirit. When the 
dove is shown flying downward, it reminds us of Jesus’ 
baptism, when, the gospel writers tell us, the Spirit descended 
on him in the form of a dove. Doves also symbolize baptism in 
general, because many Christian denominations teach that the 
Holy Spirit and its gifts are bestowed at baptism. Sometimes a 
dove is depicted with a three-ray nimbus around its head, 
indicating that it is a member of the Trinity. Doves are also 
commonly used as a sign of peace.  
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Lessons in wise faith 
 

“The Magi teach us true faith,” said Martin Luther. Given the obstacles they encountered, 
we would understand if they had given up altogether!  
 
First, the travelers were “off the mark,” coming to Jerusalem to seek a newborn king in a 
“royal palace.” Then, directed to Bethlehem, the wise men found a sight “so utterly out of 
keeping with a king” — a poor young woman and child, in a “poor hut” — that one might 
expect them to head straight home. “But,” declares Luther, “with a great, strong and full faith 
they ... follow the word of the prophet and the witness of the star in all purity of heart,” 
bowing to worship and honor the Savior.  
 
—Based on Luther’s sermon for the Festival of the Epiphany (1522), Luther’s Works   
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The Newsletter Team 
Ray Freer, Ken Brittain, Fran Kugler 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this 
month’s newsletter.  Items for the newsletter may 
be placed in the Newsletter Folder in the church 
office or they may be sent as a Word document to 
my e-mail address lkugler@nycap.rr.com  

 

The newsletter is published September through 
June.  Items for inclusion in the newsletter should 
be submitted by the 15th of the previous month. 
 

Fran Kugler   
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