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McHeard Moment 

Still Blessed and Highly Favored 

December 2018 

 
KJV Luke 1:28 And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, 
the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. 
 

A familiar passage of scripture especially during the Christmas season, “thou art highly 
favoured, the Lord is with thee”.   What strong and wonderful words the Angel proclaimed to 
Mary.  Wouldn’t you love to hear that message from an Angel?  

 

 When I look at this proclamation to Mary a few things stand out.  The first thing doesn’t 
appear in the King James Version cited above, it is the word REJOICE.  To be fair the word 
“Hail” could be a translation of the Greek word, but it is not the best word.  You might notice 
that I put the word rejoice in all capital letters because I wanted it to stand out.  The Greek 
scribes do the same thing in translating the New Testament Scriptures.  The scribes would 
capitalize the first letter of a word that they want to emphasize.  Words in the Greek that are 
normally capitalized are proper nouns, and very little else.  Therefore, whenever you see a 
word capitalized it stands out.  How difficult would it be to rejoice in a world filled with 
turmoil and tribulations?  Mary’s world was about to be turned upside down, and yet the 
Angel proclaimed, REJOICE! 

 

The second thing that stands out is the verb participle that appears in the perfect passive 
vocative, and that is the words Highly Favored (note well that it is one word in the Greek but 
translates in two words in the English language).  Highly Favored! A word, by the way, that 
only appears in this verse in the New Testament (I believe that to be true since I could not 
find it anywhere else, so I know it is at least very rare).  Imagine being considered highly 
favored even when things are not going well.  Mary was chosen by God to give birth to the 
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Christ child, but that came with a price.  Scripture proclaimed that a virgin would give birth 
to the Christ child.  It had to be a difficult thing for Mary to convince people that she was 
indeed still a virgin even though she was to give birth to a baby.  Being Highly Favored 
does not mean that everything is going well all of the time; being Highly Favored has to do 
with how God thinks of you! 

 

The final thing that stands out is when the Angel said “blessed art thou among women”. 
The word blessed here is to “speak well of”.  God speaks well of her!  Sometimes I like to 
take the words of Scripture from the times of Christ and bring them into modernity.  God still 
speaks well of God’s own people today!  I have some Christian friends that if you asked 
them how they were doing, would say “I am blessed and highly favored”!  That is precisely 
what the Angel said to Mary, that she was blessed and highly favored.   

 

I want to finish with the words in the verse I cited, “the Lord is with thee”.  There are two 
words for Lord in the Hebrew Scripture or as some know it as the Old Testament: LORD 
and Lord.  LORD is the word Yahweh which is the unique name for the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.  Lord is a word that can mean master, owner, 
boss or high authority.  The New Testament makes no distinction in the way the word 
appears whether in capital letters or not. Therefore, whenever you read Lord in the NT, you 
don’t know if it is Lord or LORD.  I have spent time saying this simply to make the point that 
when the Angel said to Mary that she was Blessed and Highly Favored, he said also that 
the LORD blessed her!  Therefore my beloved I say to you that I trust you are indeed 
Blessed and Highly favored and the you know that the LORD has indeed blessed you. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. Kent A. McHeard 

 

Special Prayers for Those in Need 

         

      

 

    

For Individuals: 

Jack Rogers, Elizabeth Irwin, Gracia Hamm 

Cyndy McKay, Karin Carr,  

For Our Church Family: 

Shut-ins, Our Sunday School Children 
 

For Our Community, Nation & World Peace: 
 

Those serving in the Armed Forces and their families 

Victims of War      The Poor       Widows and Orphans 

                      Christians throughout the world    

                   Safety and tolerance in our schools 

Please give your prayer requests to Pastor McHeard. 



                                                         

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

    December Birthdays 

 

4 Scott Dahlberg 
8 Dan Karl 

 

  

 

    December Birthdays 

 
11 Larry Decker 
12 Emily Brittain 
12 Christine Pennings 
14 Kent McHeard 
15 Greg Nagell 
29 Linda Harbers 
30 Larry Borne 

 

 

 

  December Anniversaries  

 

24 Don & Deb Woodward 
30 Thomas & Karin Carr 

 

 

    

 
 

Food Pantry 

 
The food pantry will continue to be open on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month from 
9:00 until noon.  The pantry is also open for seniors after Ginny’s Lunch which is now held 
on the 2nd and last Thursday of each month. 
 
 

Coffee, vegetable oil, juice, canned meat, meal packages, complete pancake mix, syrup, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, paper products, detergent and other cleaning supplies 
are some items that frequently need replenishing.  
 
The children will be on their Christmas break soon and kid-friendly food that can be 
microwaved such as canned pasta and mac & cheese will be needed. 
 
Karin also posts a list of needed items in the community room, downstairs. 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Snacks for School Children 
 

Individually wrapped snacks are also being collected for local school children. Cheetos and 
goldfish crackers are especially appreciated. 
 

Adult Bible Study 

  

    Sunday Mornings         Tuesday Mornings          Thursday Evenings                      

           9:30 am                           10:30 am                           6:00 pm 

                                                                                      Resumes 12/6/18 

Please see the bulletin for occasional changes! 

    



 

Ginny’s Lunch  

 

We will not have Ginny’s Lunch on the 4th Thursday this month. 

 

The next Ginny’s Lunch is scheduled for noon on Thursday, December 13th.  The menu will 
include Baked zita, Meatballs in sauce, Macaroni and cheese, Tossed Salad, and Italian 
bread. Beverages be provided. We will have a cookie and recipe swap.  Please bring one 
dozen cookies with your recipe, to share.  
 

Please call Cindy Cramer at 518 344-6097 for reservations by Monday December 10th and 
stating the number attending along with your name, telephone number, and menu choices. 

 

 

Missions of the Month 

Ginny’s Lunch 
 
Ginny’s Lunch is a time for fellowship and a shared meal that is held on the 2nd and last 
Thursday of each month. This fellowship was started by Ginny Neff and continues in her 
memory.  
 
We are fortunate to have two cooks from the community who plan and purchase the 
needed supplies.  Women from our congregation join together each month to prepare the 
meals and desserts. 
 

 
 

               

                                             
 

We are again helping to make Christmas a bit brighter for some local families.  Please sign-
up for one or more items on the lists in the coffee/fellowship room. 

 

Gifts should be wrapped and returned no later than December 16th.   

Please tape the reminder slip describing the gift on the top of your package. 

 

For more info see Fran Kugler. 

 



Sunday School News 
 

 

 
Here are some more pictures from the 2014 Christmas Program. 
 

   
 

   
 
Please note the following dates in your calendars. 
 

  Christmas Program rehearsal December 15, 2018 
  Christmas Program December 23, 2018 during church service 

Youth Sunday will be June 9, 2019 
Vacation Bible school will be held July 15 thru July 19, 2019 
 

  Don’t forget to invite any child that you may know to come and experience God’s   
           great world, also offer a ride because they may need one.  Thanks!!!! 
    
 Nancy Gore 
 Sunday School Director 
 



+ Christian Symbol + 

        

 

 

                            Five-Pointed Star  
 
The star of Bethlehem is often shown as a five-pointed star. 
Roughly shaped like a human being, it symbolizes Christ’s 
incarnation. It also calls to mind the wise men’s journey: “After 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, 
‘Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We 
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him’” 
(Matthew 2:1-2, NIV). 
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Somehow, not only for Christmas,  
But all the long year through,  

The joy that you give to others,  
Is the joy that comes back to you.  

And the more you spend in blessing  
The poor and lonely and sad,  

The more of your heart’s possessing  
Returns to you glad.  

 
—John Greenleaf Whittier 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
 
 

  
 
 



         

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

The Newsletter Team 
Ray Freer, Ken Brittain, Fran Kugler 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this 
month’s newsletter.  Items for the newsletter may 
be placed in the Newsletter Folder in the church 
office or they may be sent as a Word document to 
my e-mail address lkugler@nycap.rr.com  
 

The newsletter is published September through 
June.  Items for inclusion in the newsletter should 
be submitted by the 15th of the previous month. 

 

Fran Kugler   
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