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McHeard Moment 

Speaking to the Bereaved 

This year Thanksgiving will be particularly difficult for families of the victims of the 
Schoharie County Limousine accident that killed 20 people.  Certainly, holidays are difficult 
for everyone who suffers a death, whether natural or not, in their families.  I would like to 
speak to this particular tragedy if you please.  Many lives were affected by the horrible 
event that ended the lives of those 20 precious people.  A number of people in our School 
District were particularly affected as many of the dead attended GASD and one was a 
teacher in the middle school.  I have in the past written notes of encouragement to staff 
members in the school district as an elected official.  Recently I wrote a letter which has yet 
to appear.  There are people in our district who are people of various faiths and no faith.  I 
share that letter with you. 

 

Our God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come; Be thou our guard while 
troubles last, And our eternal home 
 
Amsterdam Strong.  These are the words we see and hear all around us.  I believe 
Amsterdam Strong is true not only in the circumstances of its conception but also in its 
circumference.  I appreciated reading Dr. Ramos’ description yesterday of what she saw 
going through the schools namely, “As I visited the buildings this morning, I witnessed the 
unending support from and to each other.  I watched many of you welcome the students 
with a genuine smile, when I knew there was much pain in your heart.”   I saw the same as 
Mrs. Hanan’s gracious acceptance of my request to visit Lynch the last couple of days.  I 
saw sorrow and pain in staff and students alike. 
All sorts of emotions emerge.  Some rely on their faith to say that no matter what they are 
trusting in God’s providential care for those in this catastrophic event.  Others are angry 
with God that this happened.  How could a loving God allow this to happen?  Still there are 
others who say I am hurt and sad and I am trying to have faith or have positive vibes.  Yet 
there are some who might say that they are so numb that to articulate anything has alluded 
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them. 
I am not sharing my thoughts to try to tell you how to feel or what to think about this tragic 
loss of lives.  I write just to say that I am praying for you and for some for whom “praying for 
you” are not comforting words, I am sending good vibes to you.   
Amsterdam is strong and so is our district.  We want to be present with you.  Please know 
that I am available to you as a servant to this community during these days and throughout 
this journey of sorrow.  I would like to conclude with a prayer for all of us and for the victims. 
 

Watch now, dear Lord 

with those who wake or watch or weep tonight, 

and give your angels charge over those who sleep. 

Tend your sick ones, O Lord Christ, 

rest your weary ones, 

bless your dying ones, 

 

soothe your suffering ones, 

pity your afflicted ones, 

shield your joyous ones 

and all for your love's sake, Amen. 

 
May these words bring solace to the saddened ones. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. Kent A. McHeard 

 

Special Prayers for Those in Need 

         

     

For Individuals: 

Paulyn Cox and the Boyd family, Elizabeth Irwin, Joe Bennett 

Cyndy McKay, Karin Carr,  

For Our Church Family: 

Shut-ins, Our Sunday School Children 
 

For Our Community, Nation & World Peace: 
 

Those serving in the Armed Forces and their families 

Victims of War      The Poor       Widows and Orphans 

                      Christians throughout the world    

                   Safety and tolerance in our schools 

Please give your prayer requests to Pastor McHeard. 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

    November Birthdays 

 2 Nicole Brooks 
 9 Elizabeth Irwin 

 9    Carol Mellon 

 
     

 

  

 

    November Birthdays 

15   Gracia Hamm 
17 Donald Brooks 
23 David Freer 
24 Jan Hunter 
27 Debbie Woodward 

 

 

  November Anniversaries  

 4 Al & Ellen Orlup 
 6 LaVerne & Kathy Teaney 
26 John & Suzanne Havlik 

      

 

 

   

 
 

 
 

Food Pantry 

 
The food pantry will continue to be open on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month from 
9:00 until noon.  The pantry is also open for seniors after Ginny’s Lunch which is now held 
on the 2nd and last Thursday of each month. 
 
 

Coffee, vegetable oil, juice, canned meat, meal packages, complete pancake mix, syrup, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, paper products, detergent and other cleaning supplies 
are some items that frequently need replenishing.  
 
Karin also posts a list of needed items in the community room, downstairs. 
 
Individually wrapped snacks are also being collected for local school children. 
 

 
 

Adult Bible Study 

  

    Sunday Mornings         Tuesday Mornings          Thursday Evenings                      

           9:30 am                           10:30 am                           6:00 pm 

                                                                                      Resumes 12/6/18 

Please see the bulletin for occasional changes! 

    



Ginny’s Lunch  

 

Ginny’s Lunch will be held on the 2nd and last Thursday of each month except December. 

 

The next Ginny’s Lunch is scheduled for noon on Thursday, November 8th.  The menu will 
be Tomato basil soup and grilled cheese sandwiches. Beverages and dessert will also be 
provided.  

 

The menu choices for Thursday November 29th are turkey noodle or Lasagna soup with 
Italian bread, beverages and dessert. 

Please call Cindy Cramer at 518 344-6097 for reservations by Monday November 5th and 
Monday November 19th stating the number attending along with your name, telephone 
number, and menu choices. 

 

Missions of the Month 

SOLDIER ON Foundation, Inc  
760 Albany Shaker Road, Albany, NY 12211 
 
Soldier On is an organization that provides veterans with shelter, support including 
treatment programs and helps transition them from homelessness to home ownership. 
Veterans are assigned case workers who assist them in designing individualized plans to 
meet their needs and goals. Their employment program provides specialized services such 
as financial assistance training, resume planning and financial awareness.   
 

 
 

Fall Community Dinner 

    

          

 

Please join us on Saturday November 3rd for our annual 
community dinner.  Dinner will be served between 4 and 6 pm. 
Take outs are available.   
 

Thank you to Karin Carr, Maryanne Jones and Lorraine Van 
Wingerden who will be our hosts this year. 
 

Please sign up to help out with pies and items that need to be 
purchased as well as workers.  

Please drop off all purchased items and pies by noon on the 
day of the dinner. 

 

  



A reflection and shared note from Linda Young 

    In the spring of 2012 I decided to volunteer for Hospice.  They had given wonderful care 
and support through the passing of my Mom and Dad.I met Paula Symanski that spring, as 
she was the Volunteer Coordinator.  We struck up an immediate friendship, sharing our 
Christian faith.  We often told each other about “God Winks” we had experienced.  

    When the Hospice offices in Amsterdam and Schenectady needed to hold training for 
new volunteers, our church was offered to them.  Paula fell in love with Woestina. She said 
she always felt a peace come over her as soon as she entered the doors.  She loved 
walking around our cemetery as she was an avid photographer and loved the headstones. 

    Last Wednesday I was very shocked when I opened my e-mail.  Paula had unexpectedly 
passed away on Tuesday afternoon. I had not spoken to her the week before as she was 
on vacation on Cape Cod. In the blink of an eye her heart gave out and she left this earth. I 
guess what I’m trying to say is this: Don’t wait to say hello to a friend. Sometimes the “I’ll 
call them tomorrow” is not soon enough.  

This was sent to the Hospice Volunteers with the message of Paula’s passing. 

Every minute someone leaves this world behind. 

We are all in “the line” without really realizing it. 

We never know how many people are before us. 

We cannot move to the back of the line. 

We cannot step out of the line. 

We cannot avoid the line. 

So, while we wait in line……. 

Make moments count. 

Make priorities. 

Make the time. 

Make your gifts known. 

Make a nobody feel like a somebody. 

Make your voice heard. 

Make small things big. 

Make someone smile. 

Make the change. 

Make love. 

Make up. 

Make peace. 

Make sure to have no regrets. 

Make sure you are ready. 

 

Peace to you all, and peace to Paula.                                                                                  

 

 
 



 

Sunday School News 
 

 

Here are Sunday school pictures and some from our community dinner from 2012 

 

                         
 

It’s amazing how they have grown, Emily and Alex are both in college and Parker is now in the 7th 

grade.  Each month I will include some more pictures of the kids from over the years. 

 

Please note the following dates in your calendars.  

 

  Christmas Program rehearsal and baking cookies December 15, 2018 

   

Christmas Program December 23, 2018 during church service 

 

Youth Sunday will be June 9, 2019 

 

Vacation Bible school will be held July 15 thru July 19, 2019 

 

 Don’t forget to invite any child that you may know to come and experience God’s great world, also 

offer a ride because they may need one.  Thanks!!!! 

   

  

Nancy Gore 

Sunday School Director 

 



” God is nigh” 

 

The earliest official reference to using “Taps” at a military funeral is described in an 1891 
manual. During the Civil War, a Union soldier “was buried at a time when the battery 
occupied an advanced position concealed in the woods.” Because it wasn’t safe to fire the 
customary three volleys over the grave, Captain John Tidball decided the sounding of 
“Taps” would be an appropriate substitute ceremony.  
 
Previously, “Taps” signaled the end of a soldier’s work day, but it has since come to honor 
the end of his or her earthly life. Horace Trim’s lyrics remind us of God’s constant 
presence:  
 
Day is done, gone the sun  
From the lakes, from the hills, from the sky  
All is well, safely rest  
God is nigh.  
 
Thanks and praise for our days  
’Neath the sun, ’neath the stars, ’neath the sky  
As we go, this we know  
God is nigh. 
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Little word, big difference 

    

 

 

         

 

 

God says to give thanks in everything. That doesn’t mean you 

need to give thanks for everything. You don’t need to give 

thanks for that bad day. Or for that bad relationship. Or being 

passed over at work. Financial hardship. Whatever it is — 

you are not to give thanks for the difficulties but rather in the 

difficulties.  

 

That is a very important distinction, and one I think we often 

miss. Giving thanks in everything shows a heart of faith that 

God is bigger than the difficulties and that he can use them, if 

you approach him with the right heart and spirit, for your 

good and his glory.  

 

—Tony Evans 

 

 



 

         

 

 

 

 

The Newsletter Team 
Ray Freer, Ken Brittain, Fran Kugler 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this 
month’s newsletter.  Items for the newsletter may 
be placed in the Newsletter Folder in the church 
office or they may be sent as a Word document to 
my e-mail address lkugler@nycap.rr.com  
 

The newsletter is published September through 
June.  Items for inclusion in the newsletter should 
be submitted by the 15th of the previous month. 

 

Fran Kugler   
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