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McHeard Moment  

Nobody knows the trouble I’ve seen  
 
Troubles are all around us.  It seems like everywhere you turn you land in the path of some 
type of trouble or bother.  Our world certainly has seen its share of trouble.  Whether it’s 
choosing who to vote for or caring about the most recent protest or disaster, or even which 
sports figure stands for the National Anthem.  Even our own denomination is troubled over 
human sexuality and where GLBTQ+ persons belong in the church.  Have you ever 
wondered if Jesus ever cared about the things that make up our headlines in the 
newspaper or those things that are reported in the evening news? 
 
Matthew 9 records some things that Jesus was concerned about. 
 
Matthew 9:35-38  

35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the 

gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity. 36 When he saw the crowds, he 

had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 

Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 pray therefore the 

Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”  
 

So many of our versions use different words to describe why Jesus had compassion on 
them.  The version I cited, Revised Standard, says Jesus had compassion on them 
because they were harassed and helpless.  The New American Standard version says that 
they were distressed and downcast, while the King James Version says that they fainted 
and were scattered abroad.  Well which one is it?  Were they harassed or hurried away?  I 
looked at four different Greek translations, one of which was Josephus (a Jewish authority 
who was probably not a Christian) and all of them say that Jesus had compassion on the 
crowd because they were troubled and tossed aside. 
 
I am not suggesting that Jesus is not concerned about politics and social justice issues, but 
I am suggesting that scripture points out that Jesus is absolutely concerned about people 
who are troubled because they have no one to lead them, especially those who are tossed 
aside or discarded.   The person who is lost in the crowd is noticed by Jesus. 
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I enjoyed the words that Frank E. Graeff penned in 1901, which was made into a hymn 
sung in some churches: 

Does Jesus care when my heart is pained 
Too deeply for mirth or song, 

As the burdens press, and the cares distress, 
And the way grows weary and long? 

Refrain:        Oh, yes, He cares, I know He cares, 
His heart is touched with my grief; 

When the days are weary, the long nights dreary, 
I know my Savior cares. 

Does Jesus care when my way is dark 
With a nameless dread and fear? 

As the daylight fades into deep night shades, 
Does He care enough to be near? 

Refrain:        Oh, yes, He cares, I know He cares, 
His heart is touched with my grief; 

When the days are weary, the long nights dreary, 
I know my Savior cares. 

Does Jesus care when I’ve tried and failed 
To resist some temptation strong; 

When for my deep grief there is no relief, 
Though my tears flow all the night long? 

Refrain:        Oh, yes, He cares, I know He cares, 
His heart is touched with my grief; 

When the days are weary, the long nights dreary, 
I know my Savior cares. 

Does Jesus care when I’ve said “goodbye” 
To the dearest on earth to me, 

And my sad heart aches till it nearly breaks— 
Is it aught to Him? Does He see?1 

Refrain:        Oh, yes, He cares, I know He cares, 
His heart is touched with my grief; 

When the days are weary, the long nights dreary, 

I know my Savior cares. 

Yes I believe Jesus really cares!  I truly believe Jesus cares for the person who feels like 
they are invisible and totally alone.  Jesus cares for the ones who are depressed; he cares 
for the ones who are suicidal.  He cares for the ones who are bullied in person or in 
cyberspace.  This is what people who are troubled and tossed aside refer to.  How 

                                                 
1 http://library.timelesstruths.org/music/Does_Jesus_Care/ 



wonderful that Jesus invites us to join Him in the Harvest to become a shepherd for the 
shepherd-less, a welcomed solace for wandering sheep.  I have entitled this little piece 
“Nobody knows the trouble I have seen”, however that need not be true because Jesus 
knows.  If we are faithful to live in the same type of compassion that Jesus lived then we 
would be sensitive to the trouble around us as well! 
 
Thanks be to God for God’s Unspeakable Grace, 
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Special Prayers for Those in Need 

         

  For Individuals: 
Michael Beloncik, Carolyn Cox, Elizabeth Bennett 

Joe Bennett, Virginia Mastroianni 
Cyndy McKay 

   

For Our Church Family: 
Shut-ins, Our Sunday School Children 

 

For Our Community, Nation & World Peace: 
 

Those serving in the Armed Forces 
Victims of War      The Poor       Widows and Orphans 

Christians throughout the World 
 

Please give your prayer requests to Pastor McHeard. 
 

 

Adult Bible Study  
 
 
 

                    Sunday Mornings 
     
                    9:30 am 

                          

             
 

 
 
 

          Thursday Evenings 
     

6:00 pm 
 

 

Mission of the Month 

YOUTH for CHRIST 
293 Troy-Schenectady Rd., Latham, NY 12110  

  

Youth for Christ is an evangelical youth ministry providing flexible and creative programs to 
bring youths to Christ and assist them in reaching their potential through God’s word. 
 



Food Pantry 

The food pantry will continue to be open on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month from 
9:00 until noon.  The pantry is also open for seniors on the last Thursday of each month. 
Thanks you, Karin for continuing with this important community endeavor.  
 

 

Senior Lunch  
 

The next senior lunch, “Ginny’s Lunch” is scheduled for noon on Thursday, October 27th.  
Please call for reservations by Monday October 24th. 
 

The menu choices for October will be Beef Barley Soup and Squash Soup. 
 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 

    October Birthdays 
 

 4 Elia Cowsert 
 7 Gloria DeNice 
10 Ellen Orlup 

            

 

    October Birthdays 
 

11 Sally Hemstreet 
12 Kandace Pickney 
16 Michael Bennett 
17 Nicholas Karl 
18 Carl Schnitzer 
21 Alex Brittain                                                     
25   Janet Beyer 
27 Jan Van Wingerden 
29 Joseph Bennett 
31 Lois McKeon  

 

     October Anniversaries   
 

14 Jeff & Mary Jo Nagell 
24 Jim & Jan Hunter 
26 Jack & Betsy Thelin 

 

               

 

Daily Tasks 

When I awoke this morning, I asked, “How shall I live this day?” The answers were all 
around me:  
 
The fan said, “Keep your cool.”  
The ceiling said, “Aim high.”  
The window said, “Look outside yourself.”  
The clock said, “Every minute is precious.”  
The calendar said, “Stay up to date.”  
The door said, “Take advantage of opportunity.”  
The floor said, “Kneel down and pray.”  
 
—Unknown (adapted)  
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Sunday School News 

                                                       
So happy to tell you we have some new students this year and I just want to say welcome 
and glad that you came to join us.  We also want to thank teachers, Mrs. Decker, Mrs. 
Baker, Mr. Brittain and Mr. Dodd.  We so appreciate your willingness to work with our 
youngest! 
 

Some dates to remember are: 
 

Youth group – first Sunday of each month, to be held during Sunday school 
for    
ages 10 and over.   
Youth group activities will be held once a month.  The 3rd Friday should be the 
date, but according to the planned activity it may also be on a Saturday. 
 
Christmas program will be Sunday December 18 during church.  Our 
rehearsal will be on Saturday December 10.   
 
Our Last Supper program will be done on April 9, 2017 during church. 
 
Youth Sunday will be June 11, 2017. 
 
Vacation Bible school will be held July 17 thru July 21, 2017. 

  
If anyone is interested in helping with our Sunday school activities, please see me.  Any 
help is greatly appreciated. 
 
We will once again be collecting cans for the Youth group.  Our account is at the Country 
Feed Store, 5040 State Hwy. 30, Amsterdam.  You can drop cans off there and tell them 
they are for the Woestina Reformed Church Youth Group.  If you cannot get the cans there, 
drop them off at the church and we will get them there.  Thanks for your support.   
 
Also don’t forget to invite any child that you may know to come and experience God’s great 
world.  Also offer a ride because they may need one.  Thanks!!!! 
   
       Nancy Gore 
       Sunday School Director 
 
PS - Keep your eyes on our bulletin board for other item and events. 
 

 



+Christian Symbols+ 

                   

Door  

A door symbolizes our invitation to engage in prayer and 
personal relationship with Jesus: “Knock and the door will be 
opened to you” (Matthew 7:7, NIV). Conversely, a door 
represents Jesus’ desire to be invited into our lives and 
hearts: “I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that 
person, and they with me” (Revelation 3:20, NIV).  
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Virginia Mac Arthur has a new address: 
 
506 Coburg Village Way 
Rexford, NY   12148 
 
Telephone (518) 243-6245 

 

In 1936, a group of pastors launched World-Wide Communion Day. 
Amid the Great Depression, they were looking for a way to meet 
people’s spiritual needs and unite Christians in their dedication to 
Christ.  
The observance, now known as World Communion Sunday, is held 
on the first Sunday of October. For eight decades, it has served as a 
reminder that Christians around the globe share the same meal in 
remembrance of Jesus.  
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You’rx nxxdxd! 
 

Evxn though my typxwritxr is an old modxl, it works quitx wxll— xxcxpt for onx kxy. I havx 
many timxs wishxd it workxd pxrfxctly. It’s trux that thx othxr kxys work grxat, but just onx 
kxy not working makxs a hugx diffxrxncx.  
 

Somxtimxs our church sxxms likx my typxwritxr — not all thx kxy pxoplx work. You may say 
to yoursxlf, “Wxll, I’m just onx pxrson. I don't makx or brxak thx church.” But it doxs makx a 
big diffxrxncx bxcausx a church, to bx xffxctivx, nxxds thx activx participation of xvxry 
pxrson.  
 

So, thx nxxt timx you think your xfforts arxn’t nxcxssary, rxmxmbxr my typxwritxr and say to 
yoursxlf, “I’m a kxy pxrson in thx congrxgation, and I’m nxxdxd vxry much.”  
 
                                                                                                                                                     The NewsletterNewsletter  October, 2016  
 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/searchart/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95124707


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Newsletter Team 
Ray Freer, Ken Brittain, Fran Kugler 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this month’s 
newsletter.  Items for the newsletter may be placed in the 
Newsletter Folder in the church office or they may be sent 
as a Word document to my e-mail address 
lkugler@nycap.rr.com  
 

The newsletter is published September through June.  
Items for inclusion in the newsletter should be submitted by 
the 15th of the previous month. 
 

Fran Kugler   
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