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McHeard Moment  

Mistaken Identity? 
 
Growing up as a twin is often an interesting adventure.  My twin is 15 minutes older than I 
am and both of us are Ministers, as a matter of fact we both began ministry work when we 
were twelve years old.   Very often he and I are mis-identified by our parishioners.  I 
remember the time I was walking with my wife and sons in a medical building in Albany 
County and a family who attends the church my brother serves kept looking at me and 
whispering to each other.  I recognize that type of response as many twins would, so I went 
over to them and asked if they were thinking I was my twin.  Once I convinced them that I 
am actually a twin, they were happy to know that I (or rather my brother) was not ignoring 
them. 
 
I love to tell the story of the time that I attended a Christmas Cantata at a church with my 
wife where my twin and his family were members.  During that program my twin brother 
was singing with the choir.  I sat up in the balcony with my arm around my wife with my 
sister in law and her parents in the pew behind me.  During the program I noticed a man 
and his wife glaring angrily at me during the cantata and I did not know why.  I thought he 
was upset that I had my arm around my wife.  I have come to learn later that he thought I 
was my brother with his arms around another woman in church.  That blew my mind when I 
learned that, especially when my brother was singing on the stage right in front of that 
couple!  Mistaken Identity. 
 
I can’t tell you how often my wife was asked earlier on in our marriage whether she had 
mistaken me for my brother or whether she had trouble telling us apart!  Well glory!  Does 
God ever mistake us for someone else?  Absolutely not! 
 
Notice this passage which talks about how well God knows us! 
 

Psalm 139:1-17 (RSV) 
1 O LORD, thou hast searched me and known me! 2 Thou knowest when I sit down and when I rise 

up; thou discernest my thoughts from afar. 3 Thou searchest out my path and my lying down, 

and art acquainted with all my ways. 4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 
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lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether.5 Thou dost beset me behind and before, 

and layest thy hand upon me.6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

it is high, I cannot attain it.7 Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? 

Or whither shall I flee from thy presence?8 If I ascend to heaven, thou art there! 

If I make my bed in Sheol, thou art there!9 If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the 

uttermost parts of the sea,10 even there thy hand shall lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. 
11 If I say, “Let only darkness cover me, and the light about me be night,”12 even the darkness is not 

dark to thee, the night is bright as the day; for darkness is as light with thee.13 For thou didst form my 

inward parts, thou didst knit me together in my mother’s womb.14 I praise thee, for thou art fearful 

and wonderful. Wonderful are thy works! Thou knowest me right well;15 my frame was not hidden 

from thee, when I was being made in secret, intricately wrought in the depths of the earth.16 Thy eyes 

beheld my unformed substance; in thy book were written, every one of them, the days that were 

formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.17 How precious to me are thy thoughts, O God! 

How vast is the sum of them! 
 

I love those last words…”how precious to me are thy thoughts, O God” God thinks about 
you!  God thinks about us!  God never mistakes us from anyone else God has made.  God 
thinks about YOU!!!! 
 
We will never hear God say to us “oh! I am sorry, I thought you were someone else”… God 
knows us intimately. 
 
There I say to you beloved: 
 

Psalm 139:23-24 (RSV) 
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart! 

Try me and know my thoughts! 
24 And see if there be any wicked way in me, 

and lead me in the way everlasting! 
 

Thanks be to God for God’s amazing Grace! 
 
Rev. Kent A. McHeard 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Special Prayers for Those in Need 

         

  For Individuals: 
Michael Beloncik, Carolyn Cox, Elizabeth Bennett 

Joe Bennett, Ginny Neff, Virginia Mastroianni 
Cyndy McKay 

   

For Our Church Family: 
Shut-ins, Our Sunday School Children 

 



For Our Community, Nation & World Peace: 
 

Those serving in the Armed Forces 
Victims of War      The Poor       Widows and Orphans 

Christians throughout the World 
 

Please give your prayer requests to Pastor McHeard. 
 

 

Adult Bible Study  
 

                    Sunday Mornings 
     
                    9:30 am 

                          
          Wednesday Mornings 
     

10:30 am 
 

 

          Thursday Evenings 
     

6:00 pm 
 

 
 

Mission of the Month 

HOSPICE 1411 Union Street, Schenectady NY 
    

Hospice is an organization that promotes a special concept of care to provide comfort, and 
palliative care to the terminally ill so they may continue to live with dignity.  Hospice also 
provides assistance and support to improve the quality of life for families during the final 
months of the patient’s illness. 
 
 
 
 

                                                   Food Pantry  
Karin Carr has replaced Linda Young as our new food pantry coordinator.  The food pantry 
will continue to be open on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month from 9:00 until noon. 
Thanks go out to Linda, for her time and efforts in creating and promoting this outreach, 
and to Karin for continuing with this important community endeavor. 
 

 

Senior Lunch  
 

The next Senior Lunch is scheduled for noon on Thursday, September 29th.  Please call 
for reservations by Monday September 26th. 
 



Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 

    September Birthdays 
 

4 Jim Baker 
7 Pam Karl 
7 Garrett McHeard 

          

 

    September Birthdays 

22 Jackie Borne 
22 Dawn Santuccione 
23 Nancy Gore 
23 Janine Lordi 
24 Kim Nagell 
30 Roger Williams 

 

 

     September Anniversaries  

14 Jim & Elaine Baker 

                

 

Heavenly Vision 

Known as the “queen of gospel song writers,” Fanny Crosby (1820-1915) wrote more than 
9,000 Christian hymns, including “Blessed Assurance” and “Safe in the Arms of Jesus.” 
Blind from a young age, she developed a love for poetry and Scripture, memorizing about 
five chapters of the Bible each week. Crosby was the first woman to speak in the U.S. 
Senate, lobbying to support education for the blind. She also was an abolitionist who made 
friends with several presidents.  
 

A well-meaning pastor once told Crosby, “It is a great pity that the Master did not give you 
sight when he showered so many other gifts upon you.”  
 

She responded that her blindness was a blessing she wouldn’t wish away. “When I get to 
heaven,” Crosby said, “the first face that shall ever gladden my sight will be that of my 
Savior.”  
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+Christian Symbols+ 

  

              

Ship  
The Christian church has long been symbolized by a ship. 
While the Old Testament tells of Noah’s ark preserving 
righteous people during the flood, the New Testament 
recounts Jesus calming the storm that battered the disciples’ 
fishing boat. St. Ambrose described the church as a ship 
with the cross as its mast, and others have compared 
salvation to being drawn out of the sea of death into the 
safety of the church (ship). Indeed, many large churches are 
constructed to represent a big boat, with the main worship 
space called the nave — Latin for ship.  
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Sunday School News 
    

                                                       
Another year of Sunday School will begin on September 11 at 9:00 am, children age 3 and 
up are welcome to attend.  We wish to welcome back our students and teachers. 

 
Some dates to remember are: 

 
Youth group – first Sunday of each month, to be held during Sunday school.   
Ages 10 and over.  Youth group activities will be held once a month.  The 3rd Friday 
should be the date, but according to the planned activity it may also be on a 
Saturday. 

 
Our Christmas program will be Sunday December 18th  during church.  Our 
rehearsal will be on Saturday December 10th.   

 
Our Last Supper program will be done on April 9, 2017 during church. 

 
Youth Sunday will be June 11, 2017. 

 
Vacation Bible school will be held July 17 thru July 21, 2017. 

  
As you can see our year will be very busy, so please put these date on your calendar.  If 
anyone is interested in helping with our Sunday school activities, please see me.  Any little 
help is greatly appreciated. 
 
We will once again be collecting cans for the Youth group.  We have an account at the 
Country Feed Store, 5040 State Hwy. 30, Amsterdam, NY.  You can drop them off there 
and tell them they are for the Woestina Reformed Church Youth Group, or you can drop 
them off at the church and we will get them there.  Thanks for your support.   
 
So welcome back, and let the fun begin.  Also don’t forget to invite any child that you may 
know to come and experience God’s great world.  Also offer a ride because they may need 
one.  Thanks! 
  
Nancy Gore 
Sunday School Director 
PS – Keep your eyes on our bulletin board for other items and events. 
 

 



    

           

 

Dick and Janine Lordi have a new address: 
 
5 Seneca Ct. 
Rexford, NY   12148 
 
Telephone (518) 243-6393 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Newsletter Team 
Ray Freer, Ken Brittain, Fran Kugler 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this month’s 
newsletter.  Items for the newsletter may be placed in the 
Newsletter Folder in the church office or they may be sent as 
a Word document to my e-mail address 
lkugler@nycap.rr.com  
 

The newsletter is published September through June.  Items 
for inclusion in the newsletter should be submitted by the 15th 
of the previous month. 
 

Fran Kugler   
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