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McHeard Moment  

Jesus’ Mother’s Day Card to Mary 
 
Mother’s Day is fast approaching.  This day is set aside to give honor to mothers who have 
sacrificially given to us in our formative and adult lives.  We give cards and take them out to 
dinner.  We go to church with them, and often for them.  We rise up and call her blessed, in 
the words of Proverbs 31.  All these things and more we should do and ought to do to 
honor our Mother.  This, however, is difficult for some who do not have a mother who cared 
or loved them, or who have or had an abusive mother.  It would be great if we could look at 
how Jesus celebrated Mother’s Day. 
 
You would be correct if you say that Jesus did not celebrate Mother’s Day because that 
holiday was not celebrated in antiquity.  You might find that there is a dearth of words that 
Jesus spoke to his mother.  As a matter of fact, when Jesus spoke to his mother, he often 
began it not by saying mother, but woman.  Woman, could you imagine that?  If I 
addressed my foster mother by woman, I would certainly get a rise out of her!  To address 
your mother woman today would be a pejorative term, but in antiquity it was not.  Jesus 
could call his mother woman and still honor her.  However, if we were looking to that as a 
way to honor mother, perhaps we should look somewhere else or maybe not. 
 
Probably the worst day in Mary’s life turned out to be the day that Jesus gave her a 
mother’s day card.  In the Card was inscribed, “Woman behold your son, son behold your 
mother”.  We recognize these words as the words that Jesus spoke to his mother when He 
was on the cross.  It is what is behind those words that I believe is what is beneficial to 
helping us honor our mothers whether  or not they are like June Cleaver or Clare Huxtable.  
Jesus’ step father Joseph, is not seen or heard from since the birth narratives.  While it is 
not my suggestion that he was an absentee father, it is my assertion that he for some 
reason (maybe death) is no longer with Mary.  Scripture does not tell us, and as far as I am 
aware, pseudo graphical writings are silent as well. What I can surmise from Jesus’ words 
are that Jesus is asking an unknown person, probably John, to take care of his mother.  
Jesus probably had that responsibility as the oldest son, and now because of his pending 
death, is no longer able to take care of his mother. 
 



Mother’s Day is a day in the month of May that we pile love on mom with cards, food, and 
deeds.  Would it be better that we, like Jesus, take care of our mother’s everyday day?  
Take care that we pray for them.  Take care that we love them.  Take care that we care for 
them.  I am not suggesting that we say or sign our mother day cards “happy mother’s day, 
woman”.  But what I am suggesting is that we take care of our mothers. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
Rev. Kent A. Mc Heard 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Special Prayers for Those in Need 

         

  For Individuals: 
Michael Beloncik, Carolyn Cox, Elizabeth Bennett 

Joe Bennett, Ginny Neff, Virginia Mastroianni 
Cyndy McKay 

   

For Our Church Family: 
Shut-ins, Our Sunday School Children 

 

For Our Community, Nation & World Peace: 
 

Those serving in the Armed Forces 
Victims of War      The Poor       Widows and Orphans 

Christians throughout the World 
 

Please give your prayer requests to Pastor McHeard. 
 

 

Adult Bible Study  
 

                    Sunday Mornings 
     
                    9:30 am 

                          
          Wednesday Mornings 
     

10:30 am 
 

 

          Thursday Evenings 
     

6:00 pm 
 

 
 

Mission of the Month 

Sherry Anne Ministries 
 

Sherry Anne Ministries is a specialized ministry that touches people of all ages, but is 
especially poignant for children.  Her message for children is that they are all important and 
special and no one should be bullied.   
 

 
 



Senior Lunch  
 

The next Senior Lunch is scheduled for noon on Thursday, May 26th.  We want to thank 
Kim Nugent for taking over in the kitchen with cooking and preparation in Ginny’s absence. 
Soup choices will be Pasta Fagioli or Chicken Gnocchi. There will garlic bread or bread 
sticks to accompany the soups; dessert and beverages will also be available.  Please call 
for reservations by Monday May 23rd. 
 
 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 

     May Birthdays 
 

2 Olivia Dion 
6 Donald Brooks Sr. 
6 Elaine Baker 
9 Suzanne Havlik 

       

 

        May Birthdays 

12 Dale Pennings 
15 Karin Carr 
16 Jack Thelin 
18 Lance Kugler 
19 Mike Beloncik 
21 Virginia MacArthur 
22 Alan Decker 
 

 

           May Anniversaries  

13 Robert & Lillian Niedhammer 
29 Seth & Maryann Bunker                        

                 

We are creating a bulletin board which will be for birthdays of loved ones who are now 
living in heaven.  We realized as we post the monthly birthday on our regular bulletin board 
that there are family members who we still wish to remember.  So if you would like to have 
someone’s birthday remembered please give their name and birthday to Nancy Gore.  They 
will be posted on the board on the month of their birthdays.  The board will be located in the 
community room. 

 
 

+Christian Symbols+ 

           

 

 

Lamp  
 
In ancient times, the lamp was more than a light for 
darkness. It was also a symbol of learning, knowledge, 
wisdom and enlightenment. Today the lamp still represents 
those attributes, but more specifically it represents the Word 
of God. “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 
path” (Psalm 119:105, NRSV).  
 

 
 

 

 



Sunday School News 
     

                                                      
 

Sunday School News 
 
Congratulations to Alex Brittain on becoming an Eagle Scout, and also to his parents Laura 
& Ken on raising a wonderful son. Great Job!  We are so proud of you. 
 
We want to thank everyone who continues to collect cans for the Youth, we are still 
collection.  We have an account at the Country Feed Store, 5040 State Hwy. 30, 
Amsterdam, NY.  You can drop them off there and tell them they are for the Woestina 
Reformed Church Youth Group.  If you cannot get the cans there you can drop them off at 
church and we will get them there.  Thanks for your support.   
 
Our next youth group meeting is May 27 at 6:30.  Also you can mark on your calendars that 
June 12 will be Youth Sunday service.  If any of the kids attending church and not Sunday 
school would like to participate in any of these activities, please know that everyone is 
welcomed. 
 
Don’t forget to keep your eyes on our bulletin board (on the left when you come in the door) 
as we add new items and events.   
 
Our Sunday school is open to children from age 3 through adult. I would like again to ask 
everyone to help in bringing children you know to Sunday school some would never be able 
to attend without your assistance. Many children are not learning about God and his word in 
today’s world. As Christians it is our job to bring them His word, so please invite a child and 
even offer a ride to them if needed so they can get to know who God is and that he may be 
in their lives if they choose. 
 
Nancy Gore 
Sunday School Director 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Food Pantry  
Karin Carr has replaced Linda Young as our new food pantry coordinator.  The food pantry 
will continue to be open on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month from 9:00 until noon. 
Thanks go out to Linda, for her time and efforts in creating and promoting this outreach, 
and to Karin for continuing with this important community endeavor. 
 

 
 

Sight & Sound Theater Annual Trip 

         
Sight & Sound Theater 
  
 
        Lancaster, PA 
 
    

      July 26th and July 27th  
 

 
Make your own theater ticket and hotel arrangements and 
join with other church members to attend the production of 
Samson at the Sight and Sound theater. 
 
We will be attending the Sight and Sound Theater 
production of Samson, at 11:00 am, Wednesday, July 27th.   
We will be sitting in center balcony section 303 Row HH. 
 
Some church members will be staying at the Orchard Inn 
located in Bird-in-hand, PA. 
 
https://www.sight-sound.com 
 

 
 

Ruth — a Pentecost story? 
  

The disciples were celebrating Pentecost, originally a Jewish festival, when the Holy Spirit 
descended on them and birthed the church. Pentecost, which began as a harvest festival, 
had come to commemorate the giving of the law. The book of Ruth became integral to 
festival worship.  
 
Why Ruth? This short story doesn’t mention the law, let alone God giving it to Moses. Yet in 
Ruth’s devotion to her mother-in-law (“Where you go I will go …. Your people will be my 
people … ” [Ruth 1:16, NIV]), she fulfills not just the letter but the spirit of the law: loving-
kindness — all the more remarkable because she’s a foreigner. Boaz, too, demonstrates 
exorbitant kindness to Ruth.  
 
As Christians celebrate the Spirit bridging differences in Jerusalem, uniting all nationalities 
by making the gospel message intelligible to all people, we too can remember Ruth’s story. 
For in it, God unites two enemy peoples for his grand purpose: Boaz and Ruth’s marriage 
leads to King David and, ultimately, to King Jesus. Today, the Holy Spirit continues to unite 
all categories of people under Christ’s reign for the good of the world.  
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The Newsletter Team 
Ray Freer, Ken Brittain, Fran Kugler 
 

The monthly newsletter is a combined effort of many 
individuals who submitted material for publication as well 
as the actual photocopying and distribution.  Thank you to 
everyone who contributed to this month’s newsletter.  
Items for the newsletter may be placed in the Newsletter 
Folder in the church office or they may be sent as a Word 
document to my e-mail address lkugler@nycap.rr.com}}.   
 

The newsletter is published September through June.  
Items for inclusion in the newsletter should be submitted 
by the 15th of the previous month. 
 

Fran Kugler   
 


