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McHeard Moment  

Learning from Qweenie 
 
I have told this story before: 
There was a dog named Qweenie that resided a couple of blocks from my home. I would 
tease Qweenie every time I passed by her house.  Without fail I would yell at the dog and 
then laugh at how she would try to get at me by struggling against her chain behind the 
fenced in yard.  I never threw anything at Qweenie, I would just yell and laugh at her.  She 
got angrier and angrier as time passed.   It was a bad thing I was doing, but it was fun. 
 

One day, as I walked by Qweenie's house, I did as I usually did, but this time things went 
horribly wrong.  Qweenie lurched forward, broke her chain, and jumped the fence running 
after me.  I took off running down the street with Qweenie at my heels snarling.  This time I 
wasn`t yelling at Qweenie, I was yelling my foster mother's name asking her to help me.  
Qweenie was gaining ground as I neared my house.  My foster mom heard me screaming 
her name and observed the predicament I was in.  She called at Qweenie, distracting her 
long enough to allow me to jump our fence safely.  Boy I was glad to escape Qweenie`s 
wrath. 
 

Sometimes I still do things that get me in trouble, and I find myself running from it 
screaming for God to help me.  God does help us in our trouble, but sometimes the trouble 
is from our own misdoings. If I did not spend time teasing Qweenie, she would not have 
broken loose and chased me.  How much of the sin and problems in my life are a result of 
my own doing?  God is a God of grace, amazing grace.  God helps us and delivers us from 
all our troubles, even the ones we bring on ourselves.   
 

A life lesson I am trying to learn with the Qweenie event, is to stop doing the things I do that 
get me in trouble.  It's great to know that when we are in trouble that there is someone who 
we could run to for help.  But it would be better if we stopped doing the things we do that 
get us into trouble in the first place 
 

Last month we celebrated Resurrection Sunday.  Every year we gather together to sing 
songs and read scripture about Jesus risen from the tomb.  This joy is made even more 
precious when we consider that Jesus’ Resurrection has also given life to our mortal 



bodies.  There is one other thing we fail to connect with regards to the Resurrection of 
Jesus.  The Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave not only provided salvation and 
gave life to our mortal bodies, but it also gave life to our spiritual natures which in turn have 
empowered us to say no to sin. 
 

So, I guess I don’t have to remember how my foster mom rescued me from my well-
deserved “chewing out” from Queenie; what I should remember is that Jesus’ resurrection 
from the grave has given me new life.  By the way, beloved new life is not just given to me, 
new life is also given to you as well! 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Rev. Kent A. McHeard 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Special Prayers for Those in Need 

         

  For Individuals: 
Michael Beloncik, Carolyn Cox, Elizabeth Bennett 

Joe Bennett, Ginny Neff, Virginia Mastroianni 
Cyndy McKay 

   

For Our Church Family: 
Shut-ins, Our Sunday School Children 

 

For Our Community, Nation & World Peace: 
 

Those serving in the Armed Forces 
Victims of War      The Poor       Widows and Orphans 

Christians throughout the World 
 

Please give your prayer requests to Pastor McHeard. 
 

 

Adult Bible Study  
 

                    Sunday Mornings 
     
                    9:30 am 

                          
          Wednesday Mornings 
     

10:30 am 
 

 

          Thursday Evenings 
     

6:00 pm 
 

 

Mission of the Month 

COMFORT ZONE MINISTRY 

The Comfort Zone Ministry is an interdenominational effort in Amsterdam, to provide 
personal care items and cleaning supplies to needy families.  This effort helps to provide 
essential items that cannot be purchased using food stamps, as well as a monthly worship 
service where all are welcome to attend. 
 

 



Senior Lunch  
 

The next Senior Lunch is scheduled for noon on Thursday, April 28th.  Soup choices will 
be Hamburger or Squash. There will be apple muffins or grilled cheese sandwiches to 
accompany the soups; dessert and beverages will also be available. 
 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 

     April Birthdays 
 

  1 Cheryl Beloncik 
  5 Lillian Niedhammer  
  7 Jacob Decker 
  8 Jack Beloncik 
  8 Jack Rogers 
 

       

 

        April Birthdays 

14 Maryann Bunker 
15 Parker McHeard 
16 Jeff Nagell 
19 Paulyn Cox 
19 Carolyn Cox 
24 Cyndy Starr McKay 
29 Emilie Decker 
29 Scott Dion 
30 Hanna Strong        

 

       April Anniversaries  

  3  Joseph & Diane Bennett 
10 Lawrence & Nancy Spring 
25 Jan & Lorraine Van Wingerden 
27 Charles & Nancy Gore 

                 

 

+Christian Symbols+ 

 

             

 

Tau Rho 

 
The symbol of salvation is composed of the Greek letters tau 
(T) and rho (P). It was first used in ancient New Testament 
manuscripts as an abbreviation for the Greek word for 
"cross." The symbol also seems to visually represent Jesus 
on the cross.  
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   Heavenly Showers    
 

All God’s blessings go together, like links in a golden chain. If 
he gives converting grace, he will also give comforting grace. 
He will send “showers of blessing.” Look up today, O parched 
plant, and open thy leaves and flowers for a heavenly 
watering.  
 

—Charles H. Spurgeon 

        
 



Sunday School News 
     

                                                      
 

We hope everyone enjoyed the Sunday school presentation of the “Last Supper” on Palm 
Sunday.  It was a way to introduce all of the disciples to everyone and understand why we 
celebrate communion each month. 
 
We still have a few calendars left so if you would like to purchase one please see me, we 
have reduced the price to $5.00.  Also the youth group is still raising money by collecting 
cans.  We have an account at the Country Feed Store, 5040 State Hwy. 30, Amsterdam, 
NY.  You can drop them off there and tell them they are for the Woestina Reformed Church 
Youth Group.  If you cannot get the cans there you can drop them off at church and we will 
get them there.  Thanks for your support.   
 
Our next youth group meeting is April 22 at 6:30. 
 
Also you can mark on your calendars that June 12 will be Youth Sunday service.  If any of 
the kids attending church and not Sunday school would like to participate in any of these 
activities, please just let me know because everyone is welcomed. 
 
Don’t forget to keep your eyes on our bulletin board (on the left when you come in the door) 
as we add new item and events.   
 
Our Sunday school is open to children from age 3 through adult. I would like again to ask 
everyone to help in bringing children you know to Sunday school some would never be able 
to attend without your assistance. Many children are not learning about God and his word in 
today’s world. As Christians it is our job to bring them His word, so please invite a child and 
even offer a ride to them if they need so that they can get to know who God is and that he 
is there to be in their lives if they choose. 
     
Nancy Gore 
Sunday School Director 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The “Last Supper”  
 

  

 

  

 

   

 
 

   Church and Community Committee Update 
 

    
One of our committees on Consistory is “Church and Community.”  We felt that Woestina 
was not reaching out enough to our community. 
 

Years ago, there was the Senior Meal Site and food pantry at St. Margaret’s.  They closed. 
Then came a food pantry at Keepers of the Circle. It too closed. 
 

As you know, we now have a free Senior Lunch, the last Thursday of each month.  It 
started with 21 in attendance and in three months now has well over 30 attending.  Folks 
come not only for the delicious soups and sandwiches, but for the fellowship as well. 
 

Our food pantry started very slowly.  We were a bit discouraged the first few weeks.  It 
would make you happy if no one came, if you KNEW there wasn’t a need.  Now, our joy 
comes in meeting those needs.  We know as word spreads, we will get more people.  Many 
commented how good it is that the food pantry is in their own community and easy to get to. 
As chairman of the Church and Community Committee, I invite anyone who would like, to 
join the committee.  As you may know, “Woestina” means light in the wilderness.  
Pattersonville and Rotterdam Junction are no longer a wilderness, but we remain 
somewhat rural.  But, wilderness, rural or urban, I pray that OUR Woestina always remains 
a light in our community. 
 
God Bless you in your continued support of these services. 
Linda Young, Elder 
 
 

Food Pantry Needs 
 
Broth (chicken, beef vegetable) – Cereals – Canned Tomatoes – Coffee – Cremora/Coffee 
mate – Dinty Moore Stew – Egg Noodles – Flour – Hamburger Helper – Instant Potatos -  

Jams and Jellies – Manwich – Maple Syrup – Mayonnaise – Pancake Mix – Paper products  
(facial tissue, toilet paper) – Peanut butter – Pork chop and Chicken coating mix – Rice – 

Sugar – Tuna fish – Vegetable Oil. 

 
 



 
 

   The 2016 CROP Hunger Walk! 
 

 

Please mark your calendars for May 1, 2016 
and reserve the date.  
 
Let’s have a good representation from our 
church for the next Crop Hunger Walk.   
 
It would be nice to have our members wear 
Woestina Reformed T-shirts for the walk.   
 
There will be a sign-up sheet available in April 
for those wishing to participate.   

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

The Newsletter Team 
Ray Freer, Ken Brittain, Fran Kugler 
 

The monthly newsletter is a combined effort of many 
individuals who submitted material for publication as well 
as the actual photocopying and distribution.  Thank you to 
everyone who contributed to this month’s newsletter.  
Items for the newsletter may be placed in the Newsletter 
Folder in the church office or they may be sent as a Word 
document to my e-mail address lkugler@nycap.rr.com}}.   
 

The newsletter is published September through June.  
Items for inclusion in the newsletter should be submitted 
by the 15th of the previous month. 
 

Fran Kugler   
 


