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McHeard Moment  

 

Save, We Pray 

 
Matthew 21:9-11 (RSV) 
9 And the crowds that went before him and that followed him shouted, “Hosanna to the Son 
of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10 And 
when he entered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the 
crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee.”  

 

Not the typical Christmas scripture.  There is no mention of a baby in a manger or singing 
angels.  Jesus is grown and preparing His last few days on earth.  This scripture is better 
suited for Easter, right? Wrong. 

 

Save us now, is the cry of Hosanna.  I sit here writing this as I reflect on the terrorist attacks 
in Paris France last Friday and the news today that ISIL plans attacks on Washington DC.  I 
had opportunity to watch CNN News and listen to various persons related to Homeland 
Security and the Pentagon downplay the possibility of an attack in the United States.  The 
Hebraic people living under the tyranny of Roman occupation and pending threat, cried 
Hosanna to the Son of David!  Hosanna means “Save, we pray”.  The cry really is a prayer 
that God would save a fearful and oppressed people.     
 
I do not know if ISIL’s threat of terrorist attacks on our nation’s soil will come true.  What I 
do know is that my confidence is in God and not in human hands.   

 

Psalm 118:8-9 (RSV) 
8 It is better to take refuge in the LORD 

than to put confidence in man. 
9 It is better to take refuge in the LORD 

than to put confidence in princes. 
 

The word confidence in these two verses is actually the Hebrew word for ‘trust’.  Who do 
we trust during this Christmas season? 
 



Do we trust that we will encounter the best sales to make purchases for friends and loved 
ones? 

 

Do we trust that our employer would give us a bonus so that we could have extra cash 
during the Christmas season? 

 

Do we trust our Investments? 
 

Who do we trust? 
 

Joshua 24:14-15 (RSV) 
14 “Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away 

the gods which your fathers served beyond the River, and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 

And if you be unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the 
gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you dwell; but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 
 
I am with Joshua….  

 

Choose who YOU are going to serve, but as for ME and my household, The McHeard 
family is going to serve the LORD. 

 

So, regardless of what is going on in our world and nation these days….I trust that our 
nation will put its confidence in Yahweh, rather than in anyone or anything else. 

 

Psalm 33:12 (RSV) 
12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 

the people whom he has chosen as his heritage! 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Rev. Kent A. McHeard 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Special Prayers for Those in Need 

               

           
   

  For Individuals: 
Michael Beloncik, Carolyn Cox, Elizabeth Bennett 

Joe Bennett, Ginny Neff, Virginia Mastroianni 
   

For Our Church Family: 
Shut-ins, Our Sunday School Children 

 

For Our Community, Nation & World Peace: 
 

Those serving in the Armed Forces 
Victims of War      The Poor       Widows and Orphans 

Christians throughout the World 
 

Please give your prayer requests to Pastor McHeard. 
 

 
 



Adult Bible Study  
 

                    Sunday Mornings 
     
                    9:30 am 

                          
          Wednesday Mornings 
     

10:30 am 

 

          Thursday Evenings 
     

6:00 pm 
 

 
 

Mission of the Month 

 
The mission of the month for December will be determined at the next deacon’s meeting.  
Please check the bulletin for this month’s mission.  
 
We welcome members of our congregation to suggest organizations to be considered for 
our 2016 Missions of the month.  Please share your ideas with one of our deacons.  
 

 
 

Church and Community Committee  
                 

 
 

 

Food Pantry Collections 
 

We will begin collecting items for a local food pantry on 
the first Sunday of each month.  Collection boxes will 
be placed in the community room and upstairs for your 
items.  There are many struggling families in our 
community who need our help.   

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 

     December Birthdays 

4 Scott Dahlberg 
7 Ezekiel Brasmeister 
7 Ronni Sue Dame 
8 Dan Karl                

            

 

  December Birthdays 

11 Larry Decker 
12 Emily Brittain 
12 Christine Pennings 
14 Kent McHeard 
15 Greg Nagell 
18 Helen Martin 
20 Charles Gore 
28 Robert Tys 
29 Linda Harbers 
29 Sue McGough 
30 Larry Borne 

 

 

     December Anniversaries 

24 Don & Deb Woodward 
30 Thomas & Karin Carr 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 
 



 

J.E.M. News 

 
Food baskets will be distributed between 9:00 and 11:00 am on December 19th from St. 
Margaret’s church, Sue Strong is coordinating this effort.   

  

Treasurer’s Report 

 In December, 2014, the congregation approved a 2015 budget of $111,830.17. This 
breaks down to a weekly giving obligation of $2,150.58.  In a four- Sunday month, the 
monthly obligation is $8,602.32 and in a five- Sunday month, an obligation of $10,752.90.   
 
                  June               July                August           September         October    
Needed: $ 8,602.32       $ 8,602.32       $ 10,752.90        $ 8,602.32        $ 8,602.32          
Receipts: $ 9,928.26       $ 9,397.00        $   9,888.00        $ 8,305.00        $ 8,042.75         
            $ 1,335.94       $    794.68       -$      866.90        $    297.32      -$    559.57 
 
 

 

+Christian Symbols+ 

                   

 

 

 
This Latin word for peace is frequently seen in Christmas art 
and decorations, reminding us that Jesus came as the 
Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6). After announcing the Savior's 
birth to the shepherds, the angels sang, "Glory to God in the 
highest, and on each peace ..." (Luke 2:14, NKJV).  
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Sweetheart 

 

 

I thought that you would like to know 
That someone’s thoughts go where you go 

That someone never can forget 
The hours spent since we first met 
That life is richer, sweeter by far 

For a sweetheart such as you are 
And now my constant prayer will be 
That God will keep you safe for me 

 
                                                                       —Author unknown                                                                              
 
 



 

    

 

 

 
Sally Hemstreet is taking orders for Christmas poinsettias until 
December 13th.  The cost is $10.00.   
 
 

 

     A Special Baby 

 
Mark Lowry, who wrote the lyrics to the Christmas song “Mary, Did You Know?” says he’s 
always been amazed by Mary’s silence at the cross, as her son was being crucified. Maybe 
she was remembering back to that first Christmas, he wonders, when she counted Jesus’ 
fingers and toes.  
 
“I wonder if she realized then that those were the same fingers that had scooped out the 
oceans and formed the seas. I wonder if she realized those were the same feet that had 
walked on streets of gold and been worshiped by angels. Those little lips were the same lips 
that had spoken the world into existence. When Mary kissed her little baby, she wasn’t just 
kissing another baby; she was kissing the face of God.”  
 
Mary silently watched her son die 33 years later, Lowry notes — not just for the world but 
also for his own mother. “The baby boy she had delivered on that first Christmas was now 
on a cross delivering her.” 
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Our Sunday school has lots of events and projects happening right now.  First the 
calendars are in and if you haven’t purchased one, they are only $7.00.  Also the youth 
group is raising money by collecting cans and bottles.  We have opened an account at the 
Country Feed Store, 5040 State Hwy. 30, Amsterdam, NY.  You can  drop off the cans and 
bottles there and tell them they are for the Woestina Reformed Church Youth Group and 
they will deposit the money in our account.  If you cannot get the cans to there you can 
drop them off at the church and we will make arrangements to get them there.  Thanks for 
your support.  Our youth group activities will begin again the 3rd week of January, 2016 at 
6.30pm.    
 
Don’t forget we are still collecting items for homeless veterans until March 1st.  We will 
deliver these items to the American Red Cross as part of their Winter Warmth Project; they 
will be distributed to homeless veterans.  A list of the items needed is on the Sunday school 
bulletin board.  
 
Our Christmas program rehearsal is scheduled for Dec. 12th and the program will be during 
the service on Dec. 20th. We will be baking cookies on the 12th also.  Don’t forget to bring 
children’s mitten, hats and scarves on Dec. 20 so the kids can collect them for needy 
children.   
 
Also you can mark on your calendars that June 12 will be Youth Sunday service.  If any of 
the kids attending church and not Sunday school would like to participate in any of these 
activities please just let me know because everyone is welcomed. 
 
Don’t forget to keep your eyes on our bulletin board (on the left when you come in the door) 
as we add new item and events.   
 
Our Sunday school is open to children from age 3 through adult. I would like again to ask 
everyone to help in bringing children you know to Sunday school, some would never be 
able to attend without your assistance. Many children are not learning about God and his 
word in today’s world. As Christians it is our job to bring them His word, so please invite a 
child and even offer a ride to them if they need so that they can get to know who God is and 
that he is there to be in their lives if they choose.  
        
Nancy Gore 
Sunday School Director  
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

The Newsletter Team 
Ray Freer, Ken Brittain, Fran Kugler 
 

The monthly newsletter is a combined effort of many 
individuals who submitted material for publication as well 
as the actual photocopying and distribution.  Thank you to 
everyone who contributed to this month’s newsletter.  
Items for the newsletter may be placed in the Newsletter 
Folder in the church office or they may be sent as a Word 
document to my e-mail address lkugler@nycap.rr.com.   
 
The newsletter is published September through June.  
Items for inclusion in the newsletter should be submitted 
by the 15th of the previous month. 
 
Fran Kugler   
 


