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McHeard Moment  

 
A Tapestry of Thanksgiving 

 

A Psalm for the thank offering.  Psalm 100:1-5 (RSV) 
 

1 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the lands! 
2 Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! 

3 Know that the LORD is God! It is he that made us, and we are his; 
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! 
Give thanks to him, bless his name! 

5 For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures for ever, 
and his faithfulness to all generations.  1 

 
I remember walking into an art museum looking at what some people call art.  A couple 
years ago I attended an art exhibit on Madison Avenue in New York City viewing exhibits 
portraying the holocaust.  There were exhibits, especially in the Madison Avenue studio that 
were alarming, and there were exhibits which were exquisite, a tapestry of art. 
 
A Tapestry is a reversible woven piece of artistry made of embroidered fabric which is 
hung.  A Tapestry of Thanksgiving is an attitude of giving thanks which is tempered with 
both good and bad things. 
 
Our text begins with the exhortation to make a joyful noise unto the LORD.  People who 
cannot sing well typically use that verse to explain away their ineptitude (or should I say my 
ineptitude), but making a joyful noise to the LORD is not only singing, it is something more. 
 
To be certain, singing is involved in making a joyful noise because these psalms were 
songs., but making a joyful noise to the LORD is also how we give thanks to GOD. Let us 

                                                 

1  The Revised Standard Version. Oak Harbor, WA : Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1971 

 



spend the next few moments looking at Psalm 100 and seeing how we can construct a 
tapestry of thanksgiving to the LORD. 
 
There are a few stitches that make up the tapestry.  The first stitch we find to do seems 
obvious but is not, and that is we need to serve the LORD 
 
At first glance you would think that it is a ‘no brainer’ that we should serve the LORD, but 
often times we confuse belonging to the LORD and serving the LORD.   
Belonging to the LORD is described very well in the first question of our Heidelberg 
Catechism. 
 

What is your only comfort in life and in death? 
A. That I am not my own, but belong body and soul, in life and in death to my faithful 

Savior, Jesus Christ. Christ has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has 
set me free from all the power of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that not 
a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven; in fact, all things must 
work together for my salvation. Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit assures 
me of eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for 
him. 
 
We affirm in our believing that we belong to Christ. Serving God involves something more. 
Serving God involves doing what God wants us to do. 
 
Luke 6:46-49 (RSV)   
46 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you? 47 Every one who comes to 
me and hears my words and does them, I will show you what he is like: 48 he is like a man 
building a house, who dug deep, and laid the foundation upon rock; and when a flood 
arose, the stream broke against that house, and could not shake it, because it had been 
well built. 49 But he who hears and does not do them is like a man who built a house on the 
ground without a foundation; against which the stream broke, and immediately it fell, and 
the ruin of that house was great.”  2 
 
Serving God is essential to giving thanks to God.  Yet Psalm 100 tells us how we should 
serve God, with gladness or joy.  It should be a joyous activity not a chore in serving God. 
We enter into God’s courts with the same joy a child enters the gates of Great Escape or 
one of the Six Flags Parks.  The Same kind of joy when we finally get to do something we 
have been looking forward to.  Perhaps for some it’s like counting the days when Christmas 
is here.  We shake the gifts waiting anxiously to open them.  e enter His courts with praise. 
 
 
 
The next stitch  we find is the knowledge that we are God’s people 
 
Because we are God’s people, God keeps an eye on us.  The words “Come into his 
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presence with singing” is interesting to me.  The part that is interesting is not the singing, 
we already mentioned that; the interesting part is the word presence. 
 
The word presence is the combination of two words, a noun and a preposition. 
 
The noun is face, the preposition is before.  The word presence is to be before the face of 
someone.  To be in God’s presence then, is to be before the face of God.  When we are 
before the face of God, we find out that God never removes us from God’s own attention. 
 

Remember the words we read from   Ezekiel 34:11-16 (RSV) 
 

11 “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek 
them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when some of his sheep have been 
scattered abroad, so will I seek out my sheep; and I will rescue them from all places where 
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 And I will bring them out 
from the peoples, and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own 
land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the fountains, and in all the 
inhabited places of the country. 14 I will feed them with good pasture, and upon the 
mountain heights of Israel there shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good 
grazing land, and on fat pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will be 
the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16 I will seek 
the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the crippled, and I will 
strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will watch over; I will feed them in justice. 
God will search and look out for his people. These words are the familiar words of the 
twenty third Psalm. 
 
This brings us quickly to the next stitch which makes up the tapestry and that is that God is 
GOOD. 
 
I remember saying ‘God is good’ when things were going well for me, and a man at the 
mission said to me that ‘God is good all of the time’. And you know what, he was right!  
God is good all of the time, and not just when things seem to be going well for us. 
 
When we open the mail and find a foreclosed notice we can know that the circumstance is 
not good, but God is good.  When we return to the doctor’s office to hear the results of the 
test we just had, the circumstances may not be good, but God is GOOD. When a loved one 
is hurt in an accident and we rush to the hospital, the circumstance is not good, but God is 
good. 
 

How is God good in these circumstances? 
 
You remember the last verse in the 23rd Psalm? Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.  The word 
follow is actually the word pursue.  That verse can read, surely goodness and mercy shall 
pursue me all of the days of my life. 
 
When I have that foreclosed notice I can know that God’s goodness and mercy is pursuing 
me. When I have that bad news from the doctor’s office, I can know that God’s goodness 



and mercy pursues me. When I am in the hospital helplessly waiting by the bedside of a 
loved one, I can know that even there God’s goodness and mercy is pursuing me. 
 
Another stitch in the tapestry of thanksgiving is God’s steadfast love. 
 
I wrote about God’s steadfast love in a paper I wrote last year in a Biblical Exegesis paper.  
Part of what I said in that paper regarding God’s steadfast love was that God has a lot of 
steadfast love.  The idea conveyed here is that God is overflowing with true love or faithful 
love.  The word steadfast; conveys the idea of loyal love or unfailing love.3 God is saying 
from now on I will over-flow with love for my people…   
 
God’s different way of relating to the people in no way means that God will not act in justice 
regarding sin. God’s name in Exodus 34:6-7 is a statement about how God will now deal 
with the people after the incident of the Golden Calf.   Even though God was angry with the 
people after the construction of the Calf, God shoed mercy and steadfast love for them 
because of Moses’ intercessory prayer  
 
Exodus 34:6-7 is a turnabout, with God in dealing with people known by their propensity to 
be ‘hard necked’ or extremely stubborn.   God referred to the people as ‘stiff neck’ four 
times in Exodus (32:9; 33:3, 5; 34:9) and displayed God’s disfavor with them.   
God said that God would not go in the midst of the people because God would destroy 
them (Exodus 33:3). Yet, now God describes Godself as merciful, loving and forgiving.  
No longer will God blow God’s own stack. In order for God to commune with a people who 
refuse to change, God decided to change the way God relates to them/us…. 
 
God enters into a covenant with people who continue to sin. God makes a promise to be 
present with the people even though they sin.  Furthermore, God makes this promise, not 
simply in spite of human failures, but precisely because humans fail.4 This narrative does 
not close the book on God’s dealing with people in ANE or in the twenty-first century. The 
God who acted with mercy, love and forgiveness in Exodus 34:6-7 is the God who acts the 
same way today. 
 
The last stitch in the tapestry of thanksgiving is that God’s faithfulness is lasting. 
 

How do we know that God is faithful? 
 
Scripture tells us time and time again. I am not going to list or mention all of the times that 
Scripture tells us of the faithfulness of God, to do that will be to be here for a long time, but I 
will ask you to think about and tell God how God has been faithful to you. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Rev. Kent McHeard 

                                                 
3 Laney, God’s Self-Revelation, p.46 
4Terrence E. Fretheim,Exodus Intepretation A Biblical Commentary for Teaching and Preaching (Louisville; John Knox 

Press, 1991) ,301 

  



 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Special Prayers for Those in Need 

               

           
   

  For Individuals: 
Michael Beloncik, Carolyn Cox, Elizabeth Bennett 

Joe Bennett, Ginny Neff, Virginia Mastroianni 
   

For Our Church Family: 
Shut-ins, Our Sunday School Children 

 

For Our Community, Nation & World Peace: 
 

Those serving in the Armed Forces 
Victims of War      The Poor       Widows and Orphans 

Christians throughout the World 
 

Please give your prayer requests to Pastor McHeard. 
 

 
 

Adult Bible Study  
 

                    Sunday Mornings 
     
                    9:30 am 

                          
          Wednesday Mornings 
     

10:30 am 

 

          Thursday Evenings 
     

6:00 pm 
 

 
 

Mission of the Month 

BECAUSE WE CARE PROGRAM    

Samuel S. Stratton VA Medical Center Volunteer  Services  
       

This program provides a full line of toiletry items for all inpatients and indigent veterans in 
need.   This program ensures that all veterans are treated with compassion and dignity, and 

no veteran is discharged without adequate clothing for the current weather conditions.  

 
 

Church and Community Committee  



                 

 
 

 

Food Pantry Collections 
 

We will begin collecting items for a local food pantry on 
the first Sunday of each month.  Collection boxes will 
be placed in the community room and upstairs for your 
items.  There are many struggling families in our 
community who need our help.   

 

J.E.M. News 

The J.E.M. Thanksgiving Service  will be held at 7:00 pm on Sunday, November 22nd at 
Christ Church of the Hills. 
 
Food baskets will be distributed between 9:00 and 11:00 am on November 21st from St. 
Margaret’s church, Sue Strong is coordinating this effort.  Counts are needed by 11/7/15. 
 
Christmas basket counts are needed by November 29th. 
 
 

  

Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 

     November Birthdays 

2 Nicole Brooks 
3 Crais Cowsert 
5 Debbie Selke        

      

 

  November Birthdays 

8 Olivia Grace Selke 
9 Elizabeth Bennett 
9 Kristen Burke 
17 Donald Brooks 
21  Stephen McGough 
23 David Freer 
24 Jan Hunter 
27 Abagail Dowen 
27 Debbie Woodward 
29 Kalab Dowen  

 

     November Anniversaries 

 4 Al & Ellen Orlup 
 6 LaVerne & Kathy Teaney 
15 Robert & Gloria DeNice 
26 John & Suzanne Havlik 

          

 

RCWM 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday November 10, 2015 at Deb Woodward’s house. 
 

More cookbooks have been ordered!  Limited supplies of cookbooks are available for sale 
for $10.  Please see Nancy Spring to purchase one. 

Sorry, due to lack of interest, the secret pal gift exchange will be suspended for 2016.  Also, 
there will be no RCWM Christmas Party this year.  Please put all 2015 Secret Pal reveal 
gifts under the community room tree no later than December 6th. 

 



Annual Fall Dinner  

                 

 

 

Our annual fall dinner will be held on November 7th.  
Ray Freer has volunteered to organize the event.   
 
Please check church bulletins for additional 
information and sign up to work or donate items. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 In December, 2014, the congregation approved a 2015 budget of $111,830.17. This 
breaks down to a weekly giving obligation of $2,150.58.  In a four- Sunday month, the 
monthly obligation is $8,602.32 and in a five- Sunday month, an obligation of $10,752.90.   
 

           May            June              July                  August September      
Needed: $ 10,752.90       $ 8,602.32       $ 8,602.32   $ 10,752.90       $ 8 ,602.32 
Receipts: $ 11,677.00       $ 9,928.26       $ 9,397.00         $   9,888.00       $ 8 ,305.00 
            $      924.10         $ 1,335.94      $     794.68       -$      866.90       $     297.32 
 
                              YTD    -$2,477.86        - 2.2 %  of yearly budget       
 

 

+Christian Symbols+ 

        

             

 

Scepter and crown 
 

The scepter and crown are symbols of a king's authority. In 
Christian tradition, they represent Christ's triumphant rule 
over all. The final Sunday of the liturgical year — November 
22 this year — is Christ the King Sunday, when we celebrate 
this very thing. Hebrews 1:8 (NIV), echoing the book of 
Psalms, reads: "Your throne, O God, will last for ever and 
ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your 
kingdom."  
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Stephen Ministery 



 

     

 

         

 

 

 

Linda Young traveled to Pittsburgh in August and 50 + hours 
of training and commissioning became a Stephen Minister 
leader.  
 
A Stephen Minister is : 
A child of God who walks beside someone who is hurting 
A congregation member who is carefully selected to serve in      
    this role because of his or her care giving gifts.  
A layperson with 50 hours of training in providing high quality,    
    distinctively Christian care. 
A caring Christian friend, who listens, cares, prays, supports,  
    and encourages. 
Someone who meets faithfully each week with his or her care  
    receiver for as long as there’s a need. 
 
Linda plans to begin training interested congregation 
members in the spring of 2016. 
 

     

Thanksgiving Beatitudes 

 
Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire. If you did, what would there  
      be to look forward to?  
 
Be thankful when you don’t know something, for it gives you the opportunity to learn.  
 
Be thankful for the difficult times. During those times you grow.  
 
Be thankful for your limitations, because they give you opportunities for improvement.  
 
Be thankful for each new challenge, because it will build your strength and character.  
 
Be thankful for your mistakes. They will teach you valuable lessons.  
 
Be thankful when you’re tired and weary, because it means you’ve made a difference.  
 

—Author unknown                                                                             The NewsletterNewsletter  November 2015 
 
 

         

An Alzheimer's Request 
 

Do not ask me to remember, 
Don't try to make me understand. 

Let me rest and know you're with me, 
Kiss my cheek and hold my hand. 

 



  
 

I'm confused beyond your concept, 
I'm sad and sick and lost. 

All I know is that I need you, 
to be with me at all cost. 

 

Do not lose your patience with me, 
Do not scold or curse or cry. 

I can't help the way I'm acting; 
can't be different though I try. 

 

Just remember I need and love you, 
The best of me is gone. 

Please don't fail to stand beside me, 
love me 'til my life is gone. 

 
--Owen Darnell 
       

 
 
 
  
 

In the Spotlight 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Garrett McHeard 

Garrett McHeard, our newest church member spent part of his 
summer vacation attending a Fuel Up to Play 60 event in 
Chicago.  Play 60 is a movement sponsored by the NFL and 
the National Dairy Council that encourages kids to get healthy 
through nutrition and 60 minutes of active play each day.   
 
Garrett found out about Play 60  from his Mom, who 
participates in the movement with her students at Tecler 
elementary school. Garrett made and submitted a video and 
after several telephone conferences he found out he had been 
selected to join kids from all 50 states, for the event held in 
Chicago.  Garrett started fund-raising and earned most of the 
money needed for his trip. 
 
On the first day, Garrett participated in a speaking contest and 
met his roommate who was from N. Dakota.  The second day 
was spent at Soldier Field, the home of the Bears, where the 
kids met football players from Northwestern University and also 
NFL players, Devin and Jason McCourty.  On Friday he 
participated in team events where teams created posters, 
cooked a healthy breakfasts and came up with sales pitches 



for their recipes. 
 
Garrett said his Chicago trip was a great experience; he 
enjoyed meeting new friends and would recommend Fuel Up 
to Play 60 to others. 

 

 

     

 Experiencing Gratitude 

 
To be grateful is to recognize the love of God in everything he has given us — and he has 
given us everything. Every breath we draw is a gift of his love. Every moment of existence is 
a grace, for it brings with it immense graces from him.  
 
Gratitude, therefore, takes nothing for granted, is never unresponsive, is constantly 
awakening to new wonder and to praise of the goodness of God; for the grateful person 
knows that God is good not by hearsay but by experience, and that is what makes all the 
difference.  
 
—Thomas Merton                                                                          The NewsletterNewsletter  November 2015 
 



      

                                                      
Thank you to everyone who helped us host the coffee hour in October.  We also want to 
thank everyone who donated musical instruments for us to use in our ministry of music.  
We provide special music on the 4th Sunday of each month. 
 
We had a great time making Christmas cards for our soldiers.  In December we will be 
making cookies and rehearsing our Christmas program on Dec. 12.  The program will be 
presented during the service on Dec. 20.  Also you can mark on your calendars that June 
12 will be Youth Sunday service.  The Sunday school will once again be selling calendars 
as a fundraiser. 
 

If any of the kids attending church and not Sunday school would like to participate in any of 
these activities please just let me know because everyone is welcomed. 
 

The youth group will be meeting on the 3rd Friday of this month at 7:00 pm.  This will be for 
kids over 12 years old.   
 

Don’t forget to keep your eyes on our bulletin board (on the left when you come in the door) 
as we add new item and events.   
 

Our Sunday school is open to children from age 3 through adult. I would like again to ask 
everyone to help in bringing children you know to Sunday school, some would never be 
able to attend without your assistance. Many children are not learning about God and his 
word in today’s world. As Christians it is our job to bring them His word, so please invite a 
child and even offer a ride to them if they need so that they can get to know who God is and 
that he is there to be in their lives if they choose. 
 

Nancy Gore,    
Sunday School Director  
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

  

The Newsletter Team 
Ray Freer, Ken Brittain, Fran Kugler 
 

The monthly newsletter is a combined effort of many 
individuals who submitted material for publication as well 
as the actual photocopying and distribution.  Thank you to 
everyone who contributed to this month’s newsletter.  
Items for the newsletter may be placed in the Newsletter 
Folder in the church office or they may be sent as a Word 
document to my e-mail address lkugler@nycap.rr.com.   
 
The newsletter is published September through June.  
Items for inclusion in the newsletter should be submitted 
by the 15th of the previous month. 
 
Fran Kugler   
 


