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McHeard Moment  

 

Children ARE to be Seen and Heard 
 

 “Children are to be seen not heard”, was a phrase I heard growing up both at home and 
church.  I am not seeking to rewrite ancient history, but I will try to put a new look on things.  
Children are to be both seen and heard, at the Lord’s Table.  Later this month I have been 
invited to give a presentation on Children at the Lord’s Table at an Elder, Deacon, and 
Christian Educator’s training in a local church in our classis.  I was asked to participate in 
this conversation because I serve on the Christian Discipleship and Education Commission 
in our Denomination.  As a matter of fact, I am nearing the end of my first term, and I was 
asked to write the Commission’s Report in this year’s General Synod Notebook. 
 

I have heard people say that children are the “future” of our church.  I disagree. Children 
are our church in the present.  It is important to the Kingdom of God that children are here 
now…not when they grow up.  Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not 
stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs" (Matt. 19:14).  I 
said the following in my report to the General Synod. 
 

  “Jesus wanted the children to come to Him and to affirm that these little children belong in 
the Kingdom of Heaven.  Our commission rejoices that our denomination agrees.  
Transformed and Transforming, our 15 year focus, intrinsically affirms that in the second of 
our three interconnected strategic priorities namely: 
  Equipping Emerging Leaders of Today and Tomorrow 

 Increasing the awareness that God is calling youth and young adults to 
become leaders. 

 Developing youth intentionally for missional, congregational and 
pastoral leadership. 

 Mobilizing emerging leaders for service in the church and world. 

 Preparing leaders of all ages for fruitful ministry in diverse 
environments. 

 Cultivating diverse and healthy leaders, both male and female, within 
the total membership of the body of Christ, so that churches can thrive. 

The Commission on Christian Discipleship and Education are excited to see our 



denomination continue its focus on the youth.  It is encouraging to see words like, “God is 
calling youth, developing youth intentionally, preparing leaders of all ages, and within the 
total membership of the body of Christ.”  CCDE affirms that children are not the future of 
the church, children are the church.  The CCDE was excited to see all of the emphasis on 
children during our discovery conversations around the denomination and during our round 
table discussion on Transformed and Transforming.  The CCDE is at its core a strong 
advocate for children and young adults.” 
 

Children are a part of our faith tradition, which should also involves inclusion at the Table.  
An argument against inviting children to each at the Lord’s Table is that children are too 
young to fully understand the mystery of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Table.  I am 50 years 
old, I have spent 38 of those years involved in ministry, and I still do not fully understand 
the mystery of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Table.  I said recently in an educational forum, “I 
do not know a lot about electricity, but I am not going to sit around in the dark until I do!”  
Well, just because children do not know everything about the Lord’s Table does not mean 
that they shouldn’t participate.  I am so glad that the Elders in our congregation have 
welcomed baptized children to the Table.  May God continue to bless us with welcoming 
those whom Jesus said ‘to whom the Kingdom of God belongs’. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Rev. Kent A. McHeard  
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Special Prayers for Those in Need 

               

           
   

  For Individuals: 
Michael Beloncik, Carolyn Cox, Elizabeth Bennett 

Ginny Neff, Virginia Mastroianni, Sally Rogers 
   

For Our Church Family: 
Shut-ins, Our Sunday School Children 

 

For Our Community, Nation & World Peace: 
 

Those serving in the Armed Forces 
Victims of War      The Poor       Widows and Orphans 

Christians throughout the World 
 

Please give your prayer requests to Pastor McHeard. 
 

 

Mission of the Month 

 SHERRY ANNE MINISTRIES     
Sherry Anne Ministries is a specialized ministry that touches people of all ages, but is 
especially poignant for children.  Her message for children is that they are all important and 
special and no one should be bullied.   
 

 



Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 

     May Birthdays 

1 Deidra Shafer 
1 Kathleen VanDetta 
2 Olivia Dion 
6 Donald Brooks Sr. 
6 Elaine Baker 
9 Suzanne Havlik 
12 David Bernard Jr. 
      

         

 

   May Birthdays 

12 Richard Selke 
12 Dale Pennings 
15 Karin Carr 
16 Jack Thelin 
18 Lance Kugler 
19 Mike Beloncik 
19 Jessica Pickney 
21 Virginia MacArthur 
22 Alan Decker 
22 Anna Weisheit 
25 Todd Schnitzer 
27 Brian Jones 
31 Robert Weisheit 

 

    May Anniversaries 
 

 13 Robert & Lillian Niedhammer 
 14 Eric & Jenna Schnitzer 

         

            

 

Adult Bible Study  
 

                    Sunday Mornings 
     
                    9:30 am 

                          
          Wednesday Mornings 
     

10:30 am 

 

          Thursday Evenings 
     

6:00 pm 
 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

  
Praise be to God, our church is both spiritually and financially stable.  However, to maintain 
this financial stability, weekly/monthly obligations must be met.  Over the course of a year, if 
these obligations are not met, funds must be transferred from our savings account to our 
checking account, thus jeopardizing our financial stability. 
 
Per the directive of Consistory, at the April 14, 2015 meeting, I will be reporting our monthly 
giving vs. monthly obligations. 
 
In December, 2014, the congregation approved a 2015 budget of $111, 830.17. This 
breaks down to a weekly giving obligation of $2,150.58.  In a four- Sunday month, the 
monthly obligation is $8,602.32 and in a five- Sunday month, an obligation of $10,752.90.  
To date, the breakdown is as follows: 
 

   January  February        March 
Needed: $8,602.21  $8,602.21           $10,752.90 
Receipts: $7,119.00  $6,938.50           $ 7,886.00 
           -$1,483.32               -$1,663.82               -$2,866.90 
As always, your Consistory is receptive to your questions, concerns and comments. 
Respectively, Linda Young, Treasurer/Elder 
    



 

Sunday School News 
  

      

                                                      
 

We hope that everyone who joined us at our game night/pot luck dinner on April 25 had a 
great time.  Don’t forget to check the bulletin board for future activities.  

 
On May 16 at 10:00 am the Sunday school will be planting flowers at the church.  Mark 
your calendars.  

 
Our final Sunday school class will be June 14 which will also be our Youth Sunday service, 
the kids are very excited about doing this.  After the service the church will be having our 
annual church picnic, if you would like to help with the plans please sign the sheet on the 
bulletin board.  Thanks for your help. 

 
Our vacation bible school will be the week of July 20 thru the 24.  Please mark your 
calendars.  Our program will be EVEREST.  We will be opening VBS to children of all ages, 
so don’t forget to invite your friends.  If you would like to help, please see me. 

 
Sunday school is open to children from age 3 (potty trained) through adult. I would like 
again to ask every one to help in bringing children you know to Sunday school, some would 
never be able to attend without your assistance. Many children are not learning about God 
and his word in today’s world. As Christians it is our job to bring them His word, so please 
invite a child and even offer a ride to them if they need so that they can get to know who 
God is and that he is there to be in their lives if they choose. 

 

Nancy Gore 
Sunday School Director  
 
 

Youth Group News 
 

Our meetings are on the first Sunday of each month during Sunday school downstairs in the 
education building.   
 

The youth group will plant flowers around the church sign on May 16 at 10:00 am. vSunday 
school children are also welcome to participate.  We are also working on some local 
community service projects and are asking for information on any local program that we 
could participate in.  If you know of one that we could fit their needs, please let us know.  
Thanks.  Danny 
 



 

RCWM  
 

 
 

Mother & Child Dinner 
 

Saturday, May 9th 
 

                   

 

 

 
 

Gathering time  5:30 pm 
Dinner 6:00 pm 

 
Sign up sheet available 
downstairs during the coffee 
hour. 

  

A Prayer for Mom 
 

A young boy had been misbehaving, so his mother sent him to his room. Sometime later, 
he came out and told his mom he’d prayed about the matter. “That’s good,” she replied. “If 
you ask God for help to not misbehave, he’ll help you.”  
 
“Oh, I didn’t pray for help behaving, “I prayed for God to help you put up with me.”  
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+Christian Symbol+ 

 

  

 
Vine  
 

A vine symbolizes Christ, the foundation of life and 
nourishment of all people, who, in turn, are like branches. 
When separate from the vine, we branches can't survive — 
at least not spiritually. "Apart from me," says Jesus, "you can 
do nothing" (John 15:5, NIV). But as God the gardener tends 
this relationship, we branches grow stronger and more 
mature in Jesus and alongside one another.  
  

The NewsletterNewsletter May 2015 
 

 

Crop Hunger Walk 
 

Please support the members of our congregation who are walking to help fight hunger, one 
step at a time.  The Schenectady walk will be held on May 3rd. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

          

 

    

The Newsletter Team 
Ray Freer, Ken Brittain, Fran Kugler 
 

The monthly newsletter is a combined effort of many 
individuals who submitted material for publication as well 
as the actual photocopying and distribution.  Thank you to 
everyone who contributed to this month’s newsletter.  
Items for the newsletter may be placed in the Newsletter 
Folder in the church office or they may be sent as a Word 
document to my e-mail address lkugler@nycap.rr.com.   
 
The newsletter is published September through June.  
Items for inclusion in the newsletter should be submitted 
by the 15th of the previous month. 
 
Fran Kugler   
 


