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McHeard Moment  

 

Post Colonialism as it Relates to the Multifarious 
 Identities of African American Marginality. 

 

The following is a paper I wrote a few years ago… 
I grew up in Alexandria, Virginia during the time of school desegregation.  I attended 

six different schools from grade school to high school.  I have a scar on my left hand which 
a Caucasian teacher gave to me as she dug her finger nail in my hand.  She gripped my 
hand because she did not want me to play with a kid who was white.  If there was 
something that sticks in my mind more than that, it was an extraordinary experience at 
George Mason [Elementary] School. 

All of the black kids were gathered on busses and shipped to George Mason which 
was an all white school.  We were to be the first children of color to christen their corridors. 
Our busses were delayed in front of the school while the other kids went to their 
classrooms.  We were taken to the auditorium, where the principal “welcomed us”.  He said 
that they were not happy to have us in their school, and we better not misbehave or we 
would be in trouble.  Then he told us to go to our classrooms… 

 

In-Between 
 

If it did not happen to me, I would never have believed this story.  I remember feeling 
that I did not belong there in that school.  Feelings of ‘not belonging’ are familiar with 
marginalized people. Jung Lee talked about the in-betweeness as a neither/nor locus.  That 
is, marginalized people are neither part of their present locality nor are they part of where 
they came from. Lee said that because they are in-between both locales, they are alienated 
from both worlds, [and] they are doubly denied.  That is why they derive their self-
affirmation from both worlds.1 These people, of whom I am a member, therefore struggle to 
find acceptance in a place that does not want them and a land which has forgotten them. 

When I first was introduced to Postcolonial Christology I did not understand it.  In 
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one of my reflection papers I remarked how I felt like I was stranded on a peninsula of 
conundrums and shipped wrecked on ambiguities.  What I failed to recognized then was 
that a peninsula, while surrounded partly by water, is still connected to land.  The land from 
which I found deliverance from my ‘deserted island’ experience was further reading of 
Wonhee Anne Joh’s book in solidarity with James Cone, Jung Young Lee and Su Yon Pak.  
I will attempt to use excerpts from these books to argue Post Colonialism as it relates to the 
multifarious identities2 of African American marginality in today’s society with specificity 
towards the negation of abjection. I am using abjection as an operation of the psyche 
through which the identity of the individual or the collective is shaped by exclusion or 
expulsion of that which threatens the borders of that particular individual subject or the 
collective.3 

The sacred soliloquy of the sanctuary 
 
            Post Colonial Christology is theology which affirms a place for people who were and 
are encased in the philosophical and literary modality4 of a dominate social group with 
colloquialism of exclusion of the marginalized people group. Asian Americans and African 
Americans are well aware of this assertion Church has become the peninsula of 
acceptance for Asian/African Americans while we traverse to the mainland.  

I have come to notice the extent of devotion Asian Americans have toward Church 
through casual conversation with Korean Americans through both verbalized 
communication and readings.  I was amazed to learn that Korean Americans (first and 
second generation alike) attend early morning prayer meetings which often lasts an hour. 
The altar, in Korean American churches (while not exclusively theirs) is the presence of 
God in their midst.  It is therefore an essential task to keep and tend the altar.  This 
important task of keeping and tending the altar plays itself out in the way Korean Americans 
keep Sabbath.  Explicitly and implicitly, one is expected to worship every Sunday in one’s 
own church in one’s own sanctuary.5 My thesis statement suggests that I will examine 
African American marginality specifically in the negation of abjection. I believe a brief 
glimpse of Asian American religiosity relates expressively to the plighting pilferage of 
African American identity. 

James Cone’s God of the Oppressed is the Magna Charta of ‘nobody knows the 
trouble I’ve seen’.  He has expressively donned in print that which has enshrouded African 
Americans far too long. I do not suggest that I agree with everything Cone spews from his 
intestinal irritations, but I do agree with some.  Like him, I know the affirmation of worship.  
Regardless of the in-betweeness of life outside of the walls of the church, none of that 
matters when worship begins. I agree with Cone when he described the ‘grace of God’.  
The ‘grace of God’ is survival.  Cone said, “it is survival because it is a way of remaining 
physically alive in a situation of oppression without losing one’s dignity.  We call it grace 
because we know it to be an unearned gift from God who is the giver of ‘every good and 
perfect gift’ This is what black people mean when they sing ‘we’ve come this far by faith, 
leaning on the Lord, trusting in his holy Word”6 

Cone relayed in his preface, introduction, and first chapter how African Americans 

                                                
 

 

 

 

 



experienced church as a place of affirmation and belongings.  Life outside of the walls of 
the church did not soften nor was it an easy life.  People still called you names beat you up 
and abuse you in various ways; but in church there was no abuse. I do not suggest that 
church is perfect, being a Pastor of my third congregation I can say that is not the case.  
There are problems in the church.  There are hypocrites in the church and in the world.  
Noah was able to put up with the ‘stink’( the results of animals and humans using inside 
plumbing)  in the Ark was because of the struggle on the outside of the Ark.  Cone said, the 
whole of black expression, Christian and non-Christian, preacher and poet, deals with the 
theme of liberation and the transcendence that happens in struggle.7 

What then does all that have to do with the multifarious identities of African American 
marginality in today’s society with specificity towards the negation of abjection. First, the 
refusal to be silence by societies abjection is essential in one’s determine insistence to be 
seen.  When I was in foster care, my foster mother’s natural children used to call my 
brother, sister and I ‘frosted flakes’.  Frosted flakes, they said, were things that were not 
real.  We were not ‘real’ because we did not have a mom and dad. The first thing one does 
in that situation is to say, ‘see I am here’. 

 

Faith Seeking Understanding 
Wonhee Joh offers, in the introduction under the Post Colonial Preamble section, the 
following: [she demonstrated her concept by]“using such postcolonial conceptional tools as 
hybridity, mimicry, and negotiation this book aims to introduce a Korean concept into 
conversation with the traditional reflections on Christology, relationality, and the 
construction of the self and the other…[and in doing so she] invites the reader into a new 
understanding of the meaning of the cross” 8 
I would introduce the African American concept into this conversation, positing the following 
observations. 

Theological Reflections 
Question: 

How does the complexities (multiplicity of span) of the cross relate to hybridity, 
mimicry and negotiation? 

Answer:  
I believe the complexity of the cross, that is its relatedness to heterogeneity, amply 
applies to all in that John 3:16 and 2 Peter 3:9 seek to affirm.  The author of Luke 
says it best speaking of Christ, who came to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10). 

 
John 3:16 is a precious affirmation that all people are precious to God.  God’s love has 
been given to all humankind.  Second Peter 3:9 affirms that God has patience even for 
those of God’s fold who are slow to respond. Yet I find Luke 19:10 more intentional in 

relatedness to Joh’s observation9 in that the word lost is the word  avpolwlo,jÅ  which 

means to destroy, ruin or kill. Often times Eurocentric understanding of African American 
identities (AAI) were skewed in such a manner that they have destroyed or ruined AAI.  

                                                
 

 

 



Question: 
What does Joh intend to imply when she suggests that ‘home’ is that we are 
strangers in our supposed ‘homeland’ as well as in our new places of being?10 

Answer: 
Home as understood by many persons of faith is not found anywhere on earth, but is 
a place where God has prepared for God’s own in Heaven. While ‘this world is not 
my home I am just passing through’ hardly serves as a theological statement, 
perhaps Jesus’ words that Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nest, but the 
son of man has no place to lay his head (Luke 9:58).  I would suggest that the ‘no 
place to stay’ or ‘home’ is not a place of residence but of belonging. 

 
Question: 

Most often, according to Joh, women experience and are allowed by patriarchy to 
experience, han as jeong-han where as men are dictated by the norms of patriarchy 
to experience han as won-han.11 Understanding that one aspect of jeong-han is an 
overdose of sorrow and reproach; while won-han is a seeking for justice. How does 
Han fit in to the understanding of African American Maginality? 

Answer: 
Han is related to the African American experience because it is compounded by 
racism, sexism, and classism from within and without.  The victims of han have two 
places to stand but nothing to stand on.  African Americans are said to have been 
brought from Africa, but many of us have never been there and would not know 
where to go if we got there.  We are not welcomed in this country either because we 
have been brought here to serve not to be served. Further, while on the surface I 
would agree with Joh here, I would argue to paint everyone this way in praxis is 
unrealistic because modernity replaces colonial life and living.  We live in an age 
where men who display characteristic that are frequently seen as feminine, are 
accepted.  Finally: 
 

Question: 
Finally, Joh said “a postcolonial concept of hybridity is relevant to the Korean 
American immigrant experience not only because it recognizes the ambiguities of 
our diasporas existence but at the same time recognizes the vagaries of our politics 
of identity.  Immigrants live in the interstices, caught between nativism/nationalism 
and assimilation into the dominant culture” 12. Can this be said for African 
Americans, and does Jesus gives answer to this? 

Answer: 

I believe the high priestly prayer that Jesus spoke in John chapter 17 gives voice to 
this point. Jesus prayed that the people who God gave to him would be kept from the 
evil of this world and made to be one in unity as God and Jesus are. 
 
Martin Luther King Jr. gave voice to this point, in his Letter in Birmingham when he 
said: 
I have almost reached the regrettable conclusion that the Negro's great stumbling 

                                                
 

 

 



block in his stride toward freedom is not the White Citizen's Councilor or the Ku Klux 
Klanner, but the white moderate, who is more devoted to "order" than to justice; who 
prefers a negative peace which is the absence of tension to a positive peace which 
is the presence of justice; who constantly says: "I agree with you in the goal you 
seek, but I cannot agree with your methods of direct action"; who paternalistically 
believes he can set the timetable for another man's freedom; who lives by a mythical 
concept of time and who constantly advises the Negro to wait for a "more convenient 
season." Shallow understanding from people of good will is more frustrating 
than absolute misunderstanding from people of ill will. Lukewarm acceptance 
is much more bewildering than outright rejection.13 

 
…we went to our classroom at George Mason Middle School not really feeling like we 
belonged there.  There was only one thing that entire year which made it bearable to me.  A 
children’s author named Barbara Brooks Wallace, who wrote a book entitled The Trouble 
with Miss Switch, came to visit our school.  I remember that I was invited, along with some 
other white children, to meet with her in the library.  She gave all of us a copy of her book 
and personally signed each copy.  I remember thinking then that I really belonged there.  
That day a little boy, who was told that he did not belong, rode home on the bus proudly 
clutching his book.  I could not wait to show my foster mom. 
I believe scripture when it says that there is a Lamb’s Book of Life with the names of all of 
God’s children inscribed in it (Revelation 20).  The names in that book belong to people of 
every ethnic identity. The people named in that book have a place where they belong. 
African American multiplied multifarious identities affirm today that we belong.  While I 
believe Post Colonialism, as it relates to the multifarious identities of African American 
marginality in today’s society with specificity towards the negation of abjection, is a reality 
now, it will not be in God’s Kingdom. 
 
1 Jung Young Lee, Marginality: The Key to Multicultural Theology (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1995) , 67 
2 What do I mean by ‘identities’?  I do not mean the pejorative names African Americans have been called 
(niggard, colored, boy, etc). I do mean the means by which African Americans are known (or thought to be 
known) by means media (Television/Movies) like ‘Amos and Andy’, the ‘Cosby Show’ and the likes of the 
“Good Times” programs.  The ways ‘blacks’ are depicted on television often become the way African 
Americans are thought to be. 
3 Wonhee Anne Joh, Heart of the Cross: A Postcolonial Christology(London: Westminster John Knox Press, 
2006) ,xiv 
4 I am using modality as it relates to structure as opposed to substance. 
5 Su Yon Pak, Unzu Lee, Jung Ha Kim, and Myung Ji Cho, Singing the Lord’s Song in a New Land: Korean 
American Practices of Faith (Kentucky: John Knox Press, 2005) ,19 
6 James  H. Cone, God of the Oppressed ( New York: Orbis Books, 1997) ,2 
7 God of the Oppressed, 28 
8 Wonhee Anne Joh, Heart of the Cross: A Postcolonial Christology(London: Westminster John Knox Press, 
2006) ,xiii 
9 Joh demonstrated her concept by  using such postcolonial conceptional tools as hybridity, mimicry, and 
negotiation this book aims to introduce a Korean concept into conversation with the traditional reflections on 
Christology, relationality, and the construction of the self and the other…[ and in doing so she] invites the 
reader into a new understanding of the meaning of the cross 
10 Wonhee Anne Joh, Heart of the Cross: A Postcolonial Christology(London: Westminster John Knox Press, 
2006) ,9 
11 Wonhee Anne Joh, 23 
12 Wonhee Anne Joh, 59 

                                                
 



13  Milton C. Sernett, editor, African American Religious History: A Documentary Witness ( Durham and 
Lundon:Duke University Press, 1999) ,526 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Special Prayers for Those in Need 
 

               
   

  For Individuals: 
             Michael Beloncik, Carolyn Cox, Mark Kugler   
                 Elizabeth Bennett, Virginia Mastroianni   
   

For Our Church Family: 
Shut-ins 

Our Sunday School Children 
 

For Our Community, Nation & World Peace: 
 

              Those serving in the Armed Forces     
  Victims of War      The Poor       Widows and Orphans 
             

Please give your prayer requests to Pastor McHeard. 
 

 

Mission of the Month 

COMFORT ZONE MINISTRY   
 

The Comfort Zone Ministry is an interdenominational effort in Amsterdam, to provide 
personal care items and cleaning supplies to needy families.  This effort helps to provide 
essential items that cannot be purchased using food stamps, as well as a monthly worship 
service where all are welcome to attend. 
 

 



Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 

     April Birthdays 
 

1 Cheryl Beloncik 
4 James Dowen 
5 Lillian Niedhammer  
7 Jacob Decker 
8 Jack Beloncik 
8 Jack Rogers 
 
 

          

 

   April Birthdays 

10 Ryan Neff 
15 Parker McHeard 
16 Jeff Nagell 
16 Scott Freer 
19 Paulyn Cox 
19 Carolyn Cox 
24 Cyndy Starr McKay 
25 Sarah Dowen 
27 Dylan Parker 
29 Emilie Decker 
29 Scott Dion 
29 Samantha Kirker 
30 Hanna Strong 

 

    April Anniversaries 
 

 3  Joseph & Diane Bennett 
10  Lawrence & Nancy Spring 
11  Andy & Kristen Burke 
18  Garrett & Donna Cowsert 
25  Jan & Lorraine Van 
Wingerden 
25  Douglas & Joanne Jones 
27  Charles & Nancy Gore 

         

                

 

Adult Bible Study  
 

                    Sunday Mornings 
     
                    9:30 am 

                          
          Wednesday Mornings 
     

10:30 am 

 

          Thursday Evenings 
     

6:00 pm 
 

 

         
Sight & Sound Theater 
                and 
   Bird-in-Hand Family      
        Dinner Theater     
 
        Lancaster, PA 
 
  
  

      July 28th and July 29th 
 

 
Make your own theater ticket and hotel arrangements and 
join with other church members to attend the production of 
Joseph at the Sight and Sound theater and Josiah for 
President at Bird-in-Hand family dinner theater.   
 
We will be attending the Bird-in-Hand family dinner theater 
on Tuesday, July 28th at 5:30 pm and the Sight and Sound 
production of Joseph, at 11:00 am on Wednesday, July 
29th.  We will be sitting in the center balcony section 303 
Row HH. 
 
www.bird-in-hand.com/on-our-stage 

 
https://www.sight-sound.com 
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Sunday School News 
  

      

                                                      
We hope everyone enjoyed the song that we sang in church last month.  It was picked by 
our Sunday school boys.     

 

Hopefully, everyone who joined us at our game night on March 21 had a great time.  Don’t 
forget to check the bulletin board for future activities.   

 

In just two months our Sunday school year will be over.  Our final class will be June 14 
which will also be our Youth Sunday service; the kids are very excited about doing this. 

 

Our vacation bible school will be the week of July 20 thru the 24.  Please mark your 
calendars.  Our program will be EVEREST.  We will be opening VBS to children of all ages, 
so don’t forget to invite your friends. 

 

Sunday school is open to children from age 3 (potty trained) through adult. I would like 
again to ask every one to help in bringing children you know to Sunday school, some would 
never be able to attend without your assistance. Many children are not learning about God 
and his word in today’s world. As Christians it is our job to bring them His word, so please 
invite a child and even offer a ride to them if they need so that they can get to know who 
God is and that he is there to be in their lives if they choose. 

 

Wishing everyone a Happy Easter! 
Nancy Gore, Sunday School Director  
 

Youth Group News 
 

Our meetings are held on the first Sunday of each month during Sunday school downstairs 
in the education building.  
  
The youth group is planning on planting flowers in the pots and around the sign this spring at 
the church in May.  The Sunday school children are also welcome to participate.  They will 
also be placing flags on graves for Memorial Day. 
 
We are also working on some local community service projects and are asking for 
information on any local programs that we could participate in.  If you know of a project that 
we could tackle, please let us know.  Thanks.   Danny 
 

   

Upon the Cross 

  
The wooden cross stood tall, affixed 



 

    

          

upon that rocky hill. 
Adorned with Jesus Christ, Our Lord, 
His followers, with tears, were still 
 
Soldiers were watching everyone 
No breach of line was shown 
They laughed and drank and joked 
while, wayward stones were thrown 
 
Jesus Christ upon the cross 
Could only hand His head 
Nailed firmly, ever dripping, 
from the Crown of Thorns, He bled 
 
He raised His eyes toward Heaven 
Then He prayed for me and you 
"Please, forgive them, Father, 
For they know not what they do." 
 
By Judy C. Dyer 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

                     

 

    
 

The Newsletter Team 
Ray Freer, Ken Brittain, Fran Kugler 
 

The monthly newsletter is a combined effort of many 
individuals who submitted material for publication as well 
as the actual photocopying and distribution.  Thank you to 
everyone who contributed to this month’s newsletter.  
Items for the newsletter may be placed in the Newsletter 
Folder in the church office or they may be sent as a Word 
document to my e-mail address lkugler@nycap.rr.com.   
 
The newsletter is published September through June.  
Items for inclusion in the newsletter should be submitted 
by the 15th of the previous month. 
 
Fran Kugler   
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