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McHeard Moment  

Maybe it is not too early! 
 

I think it was at Home Depot where I saw Christmas Decorations on sale in September.  I 
distinctly recall seeing Christmas lawn decorations up in October.  When is it too early to 
start preparing for Christmas?  Well I guess the question is answered differently depending 
on the person responding.  Is it too early to prepare for Christmas in September? 
 

Merchants might say no!  They may remind us that the economy has taken a huge hit and 
so the earlier they can get people thinking about and spending on Christmas themed items 
the better. The Children might say No, it is definitely not too early to prepare for Christmas, 
it may give me longer times to plan for my Christmas list! 
 

Consumers who are Christmas shoppers are split in their opinions.  Some think that it is too 
early to get ready and that seeing advertising too early only increases the stress of getting 
Christmas shopping done.  While other consumers may say that early planning gives them 
opportunities to save money and do comparative shopping. 
 

The most common opinion I have heard for the early preparations of Christmas is that it 
used to happen the day after Thanksgiving and to have Christmas decorations in stores 
before Thanksgiving somehow drowns out the real meaning of Thanksgiving.  But I wonder 
if thinking of Christmas early is exactly what the Spirit of Thanksgiving is in that we are 
Thankful to God for Giving Jesus as our Redeemer.  I admit that sometimes when I see 
decorations up early as I walk through a store, I am prone to think it is too early.  However, 
whenever I see Christmas decorations, I often think “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life” (KJV).  It’s never too early to think about the love of God in sending God’s 
own Son as redeemer for humankind. 
 

So the next time you see decorations up before Thanksgiving, instead of responding that it 
is too early, why not think that it is just the right time.  Maybe it is not too early after all. 
 

Repectfully Submitted, 
Rev. Kent A McHeard 
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Special Prayers for Those in Need 
 

 

 

 

       

  For Individuals: 
                     Michael Beloncik, Carolyn Cox,   
                 Elizabeth Bennett Virginia Mastroianni   
   

For Our Church Family: 
Shut-ins 

Our Sunday School Children 
 

For Our Community, Nation & World Peace: 
 

              Those serving in the Armed Forces     
  Victims of War      The Poor       Widows and Orphans 
             

Please give your prayer requests to Pastor McHeard. 

 

Adult Bible Study 
 

There are three opportunities for adult bible study.  The Wednesday morning bible study 
has been postponed. Please check the church bulletin to see when this will resume.  

 

                    Sunday Mornings 
     
                    9:30 am 

 

                          
          Wednesday Mornings 

10:30 am 
 
 
 
 
 

 

          Thursday Evenings 
 

6:00 pm 
 

 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 

     December Birthdays 
 

 4 Scott Dahlberg 
 7 Ezekiel Brasmeister 
 7 Ronni Sue Dame 
 8 Dan Karl       
         

              

 

   December Birthdays 

11 Larry Decker 
12 Emily Brittain 
12 Christine Pennings 
14 Kent McHeard 
15 Greg Nagell 
18 Helen Martin 
20 Charles Gore 
28 Robert Tys 
29 Linda Harbers 
29 Sue McGough 
30 Larry Borne 

 

 

 

    December Anniversaries 
  

 
 

24 Don & Deb Woodward 
30 Thomas & Karin Carr 

           

  

          
 

 



JEM 

 

         Christmas Food Baskets 
 
 

                   
Money and Counts due 12/6 
Baskets Distributed on 12/20 

 

      
JEM CAROL SING 

 

Woestina Reformed Church 
 

 
 

December 21, 2014 at 2:00 pm 
 

 

Upside Down? 
 

Even amid increased secularization, God makes the core Christmas message known. Take, 
for example, the story of a “winter pageant” a mother attended at her son’s grade school. 
Songs of reindeer, snow and Santa included one titled “Christmas Love,” in which the 
youngest performers held up letters as the song progressed: “C,” “H,” etc.  
 
When a little girl unknowingly held her “M” upside down, the older kids snickered and the 
adult audience smiled acceptingly. But as the song drew to a close and all the letters were 
revealed, surprised recognition struck the Christians in the room.  
 
“CHRISTWAS LOVE,” read the string of student-borne letters. God’s truth had penetrated 
the human clutter and confusion around Christmas — as it has power to do throughout our 
lives: “Christ was love.” And of course, he still is.  
 
The NewsletterNewsletter December 2014 

    

RCWM News 

Please give us your inputs regarding the “Secret Pal” exchange.  Contact an RCWM 
member, Diane, Nancy or Debbie, if you’re interested in participating in the 2015 exchange. 
 
Our Christmas Party will be held on Tuesday, December 2nd with social time at 6 pm 
followed by dinner at 6:30. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Diane, Nancy and Debbie   

 
 



Sunday School News 
  

                                                                   
Can you believe Thanksgiving is already over and we have started our season of Advent?  
We will be preparing for our Christmas program which will be performed on December 21, 
please bring your family and friends to enjoy.  On December 13 we will be making cookies 
and having our Christmas program rehearsal from 10 am till noon.  If any of the kids 
attending church and not Sunday school would like to participate in any of these activities 
please just let me know because everyone is welcomed. 

 
The kids make cards for our soldiers last month and we included some pictures of the fun 
we had.  The kids did some really awesome cards and we hope they make the servicemen 
who received them have a better Christmas because of them.  I hope the kids remember 
that the best gifts that they can receive are the ones they give to someone else. 

 

       
 

        
 

Sunday school is open to children from age 3 (potty trained) through adult. I would like 
again to ask every one to help in bringing children you know to Sunday school, some would 
never be able to attend without your assistance. Many children are not learning about God 
and his word in today’s world. As Christians it is our job to bring them His word, so please 
invite a child and even offer a ride to them if they need one so that they can get to know 
who God is and that he can be in their lives if they choose. 

 
  Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  
     
       Nancy Gore 
       Sunday School Director  
 
 



Youth Group News 
 

Our meetings are on the first Sunday of each month during Sunday school downstairs in the 
education building.  We are working on our activities and community service projects and will 
post them on the Sunday school bulletin board. 
 
Merry Christmas to everyone and a Happy New Year!   Danny 
 

   

Mission of the Month 

BECAUSE WE CARE PROGRAM Samuel S. Stratton VA Medical Center    
 

This program provides a full line of toiletry items for all inpatients and indigent veterans in 
need.   This program ensures that all veterans are treated with compassion and dignity, and 
no veteran is discharged without adequate clothing for the current weather conditions. 
 

 

The Comfort Zone Ministry 

We have received a letter from the comfort zone ministry, located at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Amsterdam, describing some of the many ways that they help about 225 families 
in the Amsterdam area.  We chose this service as our mission of the month in May and 
they were very appreciative of our donation.   
 
Personal care items such as toothpaste and brushes, shaving cream, shampoo, lotions and 
various cleaning or household products are always welcome.  They also give out about 100 
children’s books each month, and the books don’t have to be new as long as they are 
gently used. The December distribution includes unopened and unwrapped children’s toys 
which are selected by either a child or a parent.  These gifts will be passed out for children 
up to age 12.  Parents will be able to select a game or toy appropriate for each child. 
 
In past years our congregation has supported children by filling shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child and by adopting needy families.  This year we have chosen the Comfort 
Zone Ministry as our Christmas mission.   Please bring your items to the church and place 
in the appropriate boxes that will be found downstairs.   
 
Toys need to be brought to the church by December 14th, but the other items are needed 
year round and can be delivered later. 
 
Volunteer helpers are always welcome either the 3rd Thursday of each month between 5 
and 6 pm at the parish house, or on the 4th Tuesday between 6 and 8 pm at the church. 
Bags are packed on Thursday evening and distributed on Tuesday evening.  All donations 
are greatly appreciated.   
 
Please help in making this a brighter Christmas for many local families 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

   

 

The Newsletter Team 
Ray Freer, Ken Brittain, Fran Kugler 

 
The monthly newsletter is a combined effort of many 
individuals who submitted material for publication as well 
as the actual photocopying and distribution.  Thank you to 
everyone who contributed to this month’s newsletter.  
Items for the newsletter may be placed in the Newsletter 
Folder in the church office or they may be sent as a Word 
document to my e-mail address lkugler@nycap.rr.com.   
 
The newsletter is published September through June.  
Items for inclusion in the newsletter should be submitted 
by the 15th of the previous month. 
 
Fran Kugler   
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