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McHeard Moment  

 

Secured Safely in God’s Hand 
 

This is a true story of one of my experiences as a desk clerk while working at the City 
Mission of Schenectady.  My shift was midnight to 8 in the morning; a shift that was often 
filled with unexpected and exciting things. This night was no exception.  On some  
occasions we would have to ask a resident to leave the program because they were a 
danger to others or themselves.  I remember one case in which a very violent man was 
barred from staying at the mission.  I was instructed to keep an eye out for him and to 
contact the police if he showed up. 

 

One night he showed up.  I will never forget that night.  I have been threatened, hit and spat 
on during my times at the mission, but I will not forget the fear I felt that night.  I was training 
a new desk man, who was a seminary student at the Mid American Seminary in 
Guilderland.  He was a transfer student from Tennessee who was quiet and timid.  We 
were on high alert for this individual, whom I will call John. 

 
Back in those days the mission was set up differently than today.  People who came to the 
mission to seek shelter would walk down a dimly lit driveway and knock on a couple of 
windowless steel doors.  You could not see who was on the other side of the doors until 
you opened them and looked out.  I think it was around 2 in the morning when the banging 
on the doors sounded.  The man I was training was doing rounds in the men’s residential 
area upstairs.  I went to the door to see who was seeking entry, and there stood John, the 
one we were told to keep an eye out for. 

 
Before I could try to keep him out of the building, he pushed his way in.  John was bigger 
and stronger than I was, and he was very drunk.  I usually had a good rapport with people 
at the mission because I once lived there myself and I worked there for a few years.  John 
did not know that he was barred from the mission, and thought he could just arrive late and 
claim his bed. 

 
When he forced his way into the building; I thought that if I could get him into the front 
office, I could get the attention of the man I was training so he could help me with him.  
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John collapsed in the chair, and I swallowed hard thinking I needed to tell him that he could 
not stay at the mission.  I looked at him and told him that since he had been drinking that he 
could not stay at the mission.  I was about to tell him that he was barred from the mission, 
but I never had the chance. 

 

John interrupted my speech and said he did not want to stay tonight.  He wanted to see if I 
wanted to buy something he had.  He reached into his camouflaged coat and pulled out a 
loaded Smith and Wesson pistol.  I knew it was loaded because I could see the bullets in 
the cylinder.  Right at this moment I heard the man I was training walking down the stairs.  I 
saw him look into the office and see the gun.  He turned and quickly retreated back up the 
stairs to safety.  While I was angry at him, I really couldn’t blame him.  John seemed not to 
have noticed what had just happened.  John held the gun in his hand and slammed it on 
the desk maintaining a firm grip on it. “You want to buy this?”, he asked me.  All I could 
think was how I could get this gun away from him, and call the police.  I did not want to 
chance calling the police with him sitting right next me.  I kept looking at the desk phone 
hoping that the man who retreated up stairs was calling the police, but none of the other 
lines lit up on the phone. 

 
John raised the gun and began telling me that it was a good gun and all he wanted was a 
few dollars.” Surely you have some money on you Kent”, I remember hearing him say.  I 
remember praying silently to God to help me, but I don’t recall what I said.  I looked at John 
and said that he could not have a gun at the mission.  I stood up expecting him to follow me 
out of the office, and that is exactly what he did.  I walked out of the office toward the front 
door trying to get him out of the building because at this point he was getting louder and 
angry.  He could not understand why I would not give him money for his gun.  

 
I learned that one of the ways you can get an angry person to follow you is to remain calm 
and walk out of the room.  More often than not, they will follow you, and this is exactly what 
happened.  John got up and followed me outside.  Once we crossed the threshold, I quickly 
closed the door behind me, locking us outside, away from the other residents in the 
building.  I told John that I could not buy his gun, but that he could give it to me so I could 
hold it for him.  I was concerned that he would walk the streets of Schenectady with that 
loaded gun and that some harm could come to him or others.  I remember him looking at 
me and insisting that I could give him money for his gun.  I remember sticking close to him, 
not giving him a chance to raise the gun in my direction. I began walking him further away 
from the mission.  He must have noticed that I was trying to get him off of the property 
because he suddenly jerked away from me and pushed his gun back inside his jacket.  He 
then turned away from me and began to walk angrily down the driveway toward the road.  I 
thought for a moment of going after him with the purpose of getting the gun away from him, 
but I did not.  I simply watched him go and turned away to bang on the door to get back 
inside.  I was so eager to get him out of the building that I left my keys in the office. 

 
I remember banging on the door, looking over my shoulder hoping John would not come 
back.  The guy I was training finally opened the door to let me in.  I remember rushing 
inside closing the door behind me.  It was only then that I realized that I was shaking.  I was 
shaking not only because I was afraid, but also because I was angry at the guy I was 
training.  I learned that he retreated upstairs to hide and was too afraid to call the police.  I 
called the police and gave them a description of what happened. 



 

When I think back on that event, I now can see the hand of God protecting me from that 
particular danger.  We are truly secured safely in the Hands of God. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Rev. Kent A. McHeard 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Special Prayers for Those in Need 

        

  For Individuals: 
                     Michael Beloncik, Carolyn Cox,   
                 Elizabeth Bennett Virginia Mastroianni   
   

For Our Church Family: 
Shut-ins 

Our Sunday School Children 
 

For Our Community, Nation & World Peace: 
 

              Those serving in the Armed Forces     
  Victims of War      The Poor       Widows and Orphans 
             

Please give your prayer requests to Pastor McHeard. 

 

Adult Bible Study 
 

There are three opportunities for adult bible study.  The Wednesday morning bible study 
has been postponed. Please check the church bulletin to see when this will resume.  

 

                    Sunday Mornings 
     
                    9:30 am 

 

                          
          Wednesday Mornings 
 Postponed until further notice 

                  

 

          Thursday Evenings 
 
                   7:00 pm 
 

 

 

Mission of the Month 

 
WORDS of HOPE   
 

This an evangelical mission of whose purpose is to communicate the gospel, to strengthen 
existing believers, to bring individuals to Christ, to assist churches to grow in faith and 
membership, and to create new churches where there were none before. 
 
Words of Hope was established in 1945 and provided a Reformed Church presence on the 
radio in Western Michigan.  It is now a pioneer producer of missionary radio broadcasts 
heard in a many languages throughout the world. 
 



 

Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 

     September Birthdays 
 

 4 Jim Baker 
 7 Tina Cieszynski 
 7 Pam Karl 
 7 Garrett McHeard  
18 George Kirker    
         

                    

 

   September Birthdays 

22 Jackie Borne 
22 Dawn Santuccione 
22 Doreen Shafer 
23 Nancy Gore 
23 Erica Fortier 
23 Douglas Jones 
23 Janine Lordi 
24 Kim Nagell 
25 Gary Cieszynski 
27 Abby Burke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     September Anniversaries 
 

 7 Roger & Cora Phillips 
10 Pete & Ginny Neff 
14 Jim & Elaine Baker 
17 Alan & Jodi Decker 
18 George & Samantha Kirker 
22 Mike & Sandy Beloncik 
29 Wayne & Kathleen VanDetta 
30 Richard & Deborah Selke 

                
 

“My” Church 

My church is composed of people like me. We make it what it is. It will be friendly, if I am. Its 
pews will be filled, if I help fill them. It will do great work, if I work. It will make generous gifts 
to many causes, if I am a generous giver. It will bring other people into its worship and 
fellowship, if I bring them. 
 

My church will be a church of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a church with a 
noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, am filled with those things. 
 

Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicate myself to the task of being all the things that 
I want my church to be! 
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Celebrate Labor Day 
 

Labor Day, first celebrated in 1882, provides a day of rest for working Americans, showing 
their importance to the country’s well-being.  
 

Christians see work as a gift and command from God. Adam was put in the Garden to “till it 
and keep it” (Genesis 2:15, NRSV). Even Jesus chose workers to help carry out his mission. 
 

Rest is just as significant as work. God commanded us to rest one day each week (Exodus 
20:10). The Sabbath is a time for worship, family activities, renewal and recuperation. 
 

Labor Day is a reminder to be grateful for the creativity, ingenuity, minds and muscle power 
of countless workers — all gifts of God. That’s worth setting aside a day to appreciate. 
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Sunday School News 
  

  
It is hard to believe but Sunday school will be starting backup on September 7, 2014.  We 
hope that everyone had a great summer!  There will be some changes to our Sunday 
school program, first being that we will be meeting downstairs for our opening. We will be 
using the format that we follow for VBS, which is a video of songs and dance movements.  
Speaking about Vacation Bible School, it was a “BLAST”.  We learned some new songs, 
had a great time at the imagination station, recreation, the snacks were terrific and we 
thank our teachers for the lesson we learned.  Thanks to everyone who helped and 
donated to VBS.   

 
There will be a signup sheet for those who wish to do our monthly bulletin cover.  The kids 
have produced some fabulous bulletin covers, and it is good to share our talents with the 
congregation. 

 
We are also starting a youth group and will have more information. 

 
Keep your eyes on our bulletin board (on the left when you come in the door) as we add 
new item and events.   

 
Sunday school is open to children from age 3 (potty trained) through adult. I would like 
again to ask every one to help in bringing children you know to Sunday school, some would 
never be able to attend without your assistance. Many children are not learning about God 
and his word in today’s world. As Christians it is our job to bring them His word, so please 
invite a child and even offer a ride to them if they need so that they can get to know who 
God is and that he is there to be in their lives if they choose. 
 
     
Nancy Gore 
Sunday School Director  

                                                        

 
  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

      



 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

The Newsletter Team 
Ray Freer, Ken Brittain, Fran Kugler 
 

 
The monthly newsletter is a combined effort of many 
individuals who submitted material for publication as well 
as the actual photocopying and distribution.  Thank you to 
everyone who contributed to this month’s newsletter.  
Items for the newsletter may be placed in the Newsletter 
Folder in the church office or they may be sent as a Word 
document to my e-mail address lkugler@nycap.rr.com.   
 
The newsletter is published September through June.  
Items for inclusion in the newsletter should be submitted 
by the 15th of the previous month. 
 
Fran Kugler   
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