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February 4, 2016 Forum Agenda  
 
Master of Ceremonies  
Anuradha Das Mathur, Senior Advisor, Albright Stonebridge Group 
 

9:00 am Registration 

 

9:30 am Lighting of the Lamp 

Welcome + Introduction 
Gary White, CEO and Co-founder and Vedika Bhandarkar, 
Managing Director, India - Water.org  
 

10:00 am Keynote Address by the Honorable Additional Secretary Shri Alok 
Kumar, NITI Aayog 

 

10:15 am Tea break 

 

10:30 am Opportunities and Challenges: Solving for the Needs of State 
Governments 

Anand Kumar, Secretary & Commissioner (Sanitation), Government 
of Rajasthan 
Dibyendu Sarkar, Commissioner - Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Panchayat and Rural Development Department), Government of 
West Bengal 
Sujoy Mojumdar, WASH Specialist, UNICEF  

 

11:45 am 

 
Water.org's Open IDEO Challenge: Identifying Additional 
Sanitation Financing Channels and Products to Support SBM  
 Ben Mandell, International Portfolio Manager, Water.org 

 

12:00 pm PepsiCo India: Private Sector Participation in Swachh Bharat 
Vivek Bharati, Vice President of Corporate Affairs, PepsiCo India  

  

12:15 pm FICCI’s Sanitation Coalition Rajasthan Program 
Rita Roy Choudhury, Senior Director, FICCI  
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12:30 pm Lunch 

 

1:30 pm Operationalizing PSL: How can banks and MFIs work together 
to enable more WATSAN lending?  
Moderated by Joep Verhagen, Senior Water and Sanitation 
Specialist, Water and Sanitation Program/World Bank 
A.C. Panda, Deputy General Manager., State Bank of Bikaner, 
Jaipur  
D. Paul Sathianathan, CEO Guardian 
Mike Driver, Investment Officer, Asian Development Bank  
Mohammad Nooruddin Amin, Founder President, Adhikar 
Dr. N. Jeyaseelan, Group CEO, Hand in Hand India 
Rajarshi Chakraborty, Director, Head—Priority Sector Banking, 
Citibank N.A. India, Citi 
 

2:45 pm Tea Break 

 

3:00 pm Unconference 
Audience and panelists breakout into smaller focus groups to synthesize 
themes of the day 
 

4:00 pm Closing Vote of Thanks  
Jennifer Schorsch, President, Water.org 
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Forum Speakers 
 
Honorable Additional Secretary Shri Alok Kumar, NITI Aayog 
A highly esteemed bureaucrat from the 1984 batch, Uttar Pradesh cadre, Shri Alok Kumar 
now serves as the Additional Secretary, NITI Aayog, Government of India. Prior to this, he 
was the secretary in the Central Vigilance Commission. He has worked extensively in Assam 
in sectors like district administration, internal security, education transport, training and 
capacity development, and policy formation. He bears a remarkable vision of the 
opportunities in the water and sanitation space, and was actively involved in the drafting of 
the Report of the Sub-Group of Chief Ministers Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, which addressed 
concerns of the states and recommended measures to make the drive more effective.  
 
A.C. Panda, Deputy General Manager, State Bank of Bikaner, Jaipur 
A. C. Panda is currently the Deputy General Manager of the State Bank of Bikaner and 
Jaipur.  Prior to this, Mr. Panda was a regional manager in charge of Kerala before taking up 
the Delhi Zone. The Zone handles retail business of about Rs. 18000 Crores through a 
network of 166 branches.  With a post graduated degree in economics & management, he 
has had an extremely distinguished banking career over the last 30 years in various 
capacities, including 14 years as a Branch head in 4 different states. During the course of his 
career, Mr. Panda has worked closely in facilitating on-lending for several MFIs catering to 
niche areas, including water and sanitation. 
 
Anand Kumar, Secretary & Commissioner (Sanitation), Government of Rajasthan 
Anand Kumar is the Secretary to the Government & Commissioner, Panchayati Raj 
Department, Rajasthan. He has been a distinguished career civil servant in the Rajasthan 
cadre of the Indian Administrative Service since 1994 and has experience in several key 
sectors of public administration. He has served as Collector & District magistrate across 
Rajasthan. He was a member of the Board of Revenue in Ajmer, before taking up the 
responsibility of Divisional Commissioner in Bikaner and Commissioner of the Rajasthan 
Housing Board, Jaipur. He has been a chief architect in helping Rajasthan become a state 
that has been particularly successful in pioneering the sanitation revolution in India. 
 
Anuradha Das Mathur, Senior Advisor, Albright Stonebridge Group 
Anuradha Das Mathur is a Senior Advisor at the Albright Stonebridge Group, where she 
leads research and provides strategic advice to organizations on navigating the policy 
environment in India. She is also a Founder and Director of 9.9 Media, one of India’s fastest 
growing niche media companies that offers high-quality, timely knowledge and insights to 
targeted consumers, business and professional communities through magazines, websites, 
events, and peer groups. 
  
She spent the initial twelve years of her career with the Indian affiliate of the Economist 
Intelligence Unit where she led the research and advisory business, conceptualized and 
managed a series of businesses for CFOs and CEOs, and worked at the intersection of the 
policy, business and development sectors. Anuradha has now established the Vedica 
Scholars Program for Women, a management and leadership Program for exceptional 
young women graduates in India. In 2016, she was elected one of ‘100 Women Achievers’, 
an initiative launched by the Government of India based on public voting. 
 
Anuradha is a trained economist with a Bachelors degree from Lady Shri Ram College, Delhi 
University, and a Masters degree from Trinity College, University of Cambridge. 
 
Ben Mandell, International Portfolio Manager, Water.org 
As South Asia Portfolio Manager, Ben works in close coordination with Water.org’s India 
office to manage program initiatives. Prior to joining Water.org, Ben spent four years in 
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Cambodia working for the international non-profit organizations PATH and PSI on private 
sector-led approaches with a focus on water and sanitation. Previously, Ben lived in 
Ethiopia, South Africa, and Nicaragua while working on development projects involving fair 
trade coffee, socially-uplifting handicrafts, and social business consulting. Before working in 
international development, Ben was a technology entrepreneur founding an online company 
during the early days of the Internet. 
 
Dibyendu Sarkar, Commissioner, Swachh Bharat Mission (Panchayat and Rural 
Development Department), Government of West Bengal 
Dibyendu Sarkar, an officer belonging to the Indian Administrative Service, is the 
Commissioner in the Department of Panchayats & Rural Development, Government of West 
Bengal. He looks after two vital flagship program of the Ministry of Rural Development, 
namely Mahatma Gandhi NREGA and Indira Awaas Yojana. During his four year-tenure as 
the Commissioner, MGNREGA he had been instrumental in implementing the largest 
employment generation program in the State. As Mission Director, Dibyendu steers Swachh 
Bharat Mission (Gramin) in West Bengal, which is locally known as ‘Mission Nirmal Bangla’. 
A strong proponent of community processes in sanitation, he has been effectively supporting 
districts in their drive towards ODF status. Under his aegis, 2.6 million household toilets have 
been constructed since 2012, and Nadia emerged as the country’s first ODF district since 
the launch of Swachh Bharat Mission.  
 
Gary White, CEO and Co- Founder, Water.org 
Gary White is Chief Executive Officer and co-founder of Water.org, a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to empowering people in the developing world to gain access to safe water and 
sanitation. Gary’s entrepreneurial vision has driven innovations in the way water and 
sanitation projects are delivered and financed, and these innovations now serve as a model 
in the sector.  
 
Since 1994, White has led Water.org through more than twenty years of sustainable growth, 
while positioning the organization as an innovative leader in the global water supply and 
sanitation space. He developed the organization’s WaterCredit Initiative, creating new 
financing options for poor populations to meet their water supply and sanitation needs.  
 
In 2011, he was named to the TIME 100 list of the world’s most influential people. In 2012 
White received the World Social Impact Award from the World Policy Institute as well as 
being named one of the Schwab Foundation Social Entrepreneurs of 2012. In addition to 
being elected as nominee for the 2015 Global Citizen Award, Gary received the Henry W. 
Bloch School of Management 2015 Entrepreneur of the Year Award. White is a leading 
member of the World Economic Forum’s Global Agenda Council on Water. 
 
Jennifer Schorsch, President, Water.org  
Jennifer Tisdel Schorsch serves as President of Water.org, a global nonprofit dedicated to 
solving the water crisis. Founded by Gary White and Matt Damon, Water.org pioneers 
innovative, community-driven and market-based initiatives to ensure all people have access 
to safe water and sanitation; giving women hope, children health and communities a future.  
 
Schorsch joined Water.org in 2011 as Chief Marketing Officer overseeing marketing, 
fundraising and advocacy and assumed the role of President in 2014. Schorsch has led 
Water.org through rapid global and programmatic expansion, accelerating the organization’s 
impact from 180,000 people reached with water and sanitation in 2011 to 1.1M reached in 
2015 alone. In that same five-year period, annual revenue grew from $9M to $21M. The 
organization’s WaterCredit initiative, which puts microfinance tools to work in the water and 
sanitation sector, has driven this growth. In 2011, the organization launched the New 
Ventures Fund, a philanthropic fund that accelerates learning, innovation, and expansion 
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and in 2015, the WaterCredit Investment Fund, which provides concessionary lending for 
water and sanitation in India. 
 
Joep Verhagen, Senior Water and Sanitation Specialist, Water Sanitation 
Program/Water Global Practice, World Bank. 
Joep, a Dutch national, has worked in WASH sector for the last 20 years and in particular in 
the rural sanitation. Currently, Joep is co-leading a US $25 million technical assistance 
program to support the implementation of Swachh Bharat at the national level and in 8 states 
with high levels of open defecation.  Prior to joining the World Bank, Joep worked as 
independent consultant in India (1995 - 2005) and with the IRC International Water 
Sanitation Centre (2005 - 2013). At IRC, Joep was leading a technical assistance program to 
the BRAC WASH II program. This program has provided sustainable sanitation services to 
38 million people. Joep is currently living with his family in Delhi and is a passionate rock-
climber. 
 
Mike Driver, Investment Officer, Asian Development 
Mike Driver is an Investment Officer at Asian Development Bank (ADB) covering private 
sector financial institutions. Prior to ADB, Mike has worked with Morgan Stanley, IFC and 
HSBC in Asia, Europe and the Americas. He graduated with an MBA from Wharton 
Business School, University of Pennsylvania. 
 
Mohammad Nooruddin Amin, Founder President, Adhikar 
Mr. Amin completed his postgraduate education in political science with coursework in human 
rights from Chula Long Korn University in Bangkok and executive education from Harvard 
Business School in 2008. He started his career as a journalist for a local Oriya daily 
newspaper called Sambad, and later went on to serve as a lecturer in Degree college before 
going into legal practice in the Orissa Bar Association.  
 
He began his career in development with CYSD in Bhubaneswar, in a sponsorship program 
of PLAN International, USA. Mr. Amin was awarded the Ashoka Fellowship in 1995 for social 
entrepreneurship to carry forward innovative microfinance activities.  He has led Adhikar 
Microfinance since 1989. Mr. Amin has written four books on microfinance.  
 
Dr. N. Jeyaseelan, Group CEO, Hand in Hand India 
Dr. N. Jeyaseelan holds a Bachelor degree in Agriculture, Master of Business Administration 
in Banking & Finance, Master of Women’s Studies and a Ph.D. in Microfinance. He has two 
decades of rural banking experience and has piloted several microfinance initiatives. Prior to 
serving as the Group CEO of Hand in Hand India, Dr. Jeyaseelan served as a consultant to 
several organization including the UNDP, the United Nations Office for Project Services, the 
GIZ (German Agency for International Cooperation), the IFAD (International Fund for 
Agricultural Development), and many others.  
 
Since joining Hand in Hand India in August 2008, he has held various positions in the Hand 
in Hand group of entities and handled different portfolios such as development of 
microfinance systems, the energy-based livelihoods project in Madhya Pradesh funded by 
Asian Development bank, and the Inter-American Development Bank project to globally 
replicate the Hand in Hand model in South Africa, Kenya, Cambodia, Sri Lanka & in Brazil. 
In May 2013, he took over as the Group Chief Executive Officer of Hand in Hand India, 
which has operations across 8 states in India.  
 
In 2007, he won the United Nations “Micro Finance Knowledge Promoter Award 2007” from 
the UN Solution Exchange, New Delhi for his contributions to the microfinance community of 
practice. 
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D. Paul Sathianathan, CEO Guardian 
D. Paul Santhianatham completed his graduation in science and worked in Government 
sector for more than two decades and later associated with Gramalaya NGO for more than 5 
years under WATSAN space. Since 2007, he has served as the Co-founder and Chief 
Executive Officer of Guardian Micro Finance Institution. He has worked with microcredit 
operations at various MFIs in India and abroad.  He is also a Co-founder of Gramalaya 
Microfin Foundation (GMF), a sister organization. 
 
Under his leadership, Guardian has received the Best Product Innovation Award from the 
European Microfinance Network, the MIX Market Transparency Award- 5 Star Category, and 
was a finalist for the National Urban Water Award in 2009 from the Ministry of Urban 
Development, New Delhi.   
 
Rajarshi Chakraborty, Director, Head of Priority Sector Banking, Citibank N.A. India, 
Citi  
Rajarshi serves as the Director and Head of Priority Sector Lending with Citibank.  
 
Rita Roy Choudhury, Senior Director, FICCI  
Rita Roy Choudhury has over 19 years’ professional experience. She obtained her 
Bachelor’s degree in Economics from Miranda House College, University of Delhi, and her 
Masters degree in Economics from the Delhi School of Economics, University of Delhi. Over 
the years, her portfolio expanded from Environment to include Climate Change and 
Renewable Energy. She is handling the additional charge of FICCI water mission since 2015 
and also heads the Secretariat of the India Sanitation Coalition at FICCI since 2015.  
 
She has led several projects in the environment and climate change space with international 
organizations, and has strengthened FICCI’s engagement in areas such as waste 
management, climate change, clean technology, and sustainability with stronger focus on 
regulatory and policy feedback, capacity building, and thought leadership in these areas. 
Under her guidance FICCI has been working on the India report for the UNEP Enquiry on 
Design of a Sustainable Financial System to provide policy recommendations for aligning the 
Indian financial system with sustainability, by outlining feasible options for transformation of 
the Indian financial regulatory landscape. In her capacity as the Head of the India Sanitation 
Coalition Secretariat at FICCI she is spearheading the program operations of this new 
initiative by designing and implementing strategies for program execution, and forging 
collaborative partnerships.  
 
She is a member of various expert committees of the government, advisory councils and 
committees of international organizations. She has handled projects and partnerships with 
various organizations such as UNIDO, USAID, USEPA, DFID, World Bank, Asian 
Development Bank, GIZ, UNEP and UNDP. 
 
Sujoy Mojumdar, WASH Specialist, UNICEF 
Sujoy Mojumdar is WASH Specialist with UNICEF India. Sujoy has served in the 
Government of India as Director, National Rural Drinking Water Programme, Ministry of 
Drinking Water and Sanitation (MDWS) and also as the Director, Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Gramin), MDWS. He has been central to India’s SACOSAN contribution and has 
represented the Ministry in the global and national level post 2015 and SDG discussions for 
both water and sanitation. Sujoy has an MSC in Forestry and physics and is an Indian Forest 
Service officer from Madhya Pradesh cadre. Sujoy has been associated with the sector for 
18 years in MP and Government of India. 
 
Vivek Bharati, Vice President of Corporate Affairs, PepsiCo India 
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Vivek joined PepsiCo India in November 2007. He is responsible for Corporate Affairs, 
Agriculture, Exports, Corporate Communication, Sustainability and Corporate Social 
Responsibility. 
 
Prior to joining PepsiCo, Vivek was a leading financial journalist and columnist, and has had 
several roles in the editorial teams of the Economic Times, Times of India and Hindustan 
Times. His last role with the media was as the editor of the Economic Times. After Economic 
Times, Vivek worked as Advisor to the India Country Director for the World Bank. 
Immediately before joining PepsiCo, he headed the National Policy Division of the 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI).   
 
Vivek has an M.A. in Political Science from Jawaharlal Nehru University and an M.A. in 
Economics from the Delhi School of Economics.  He is a keen student of global economics 
and current affairs and likes to read on these issues. He is fond of Indian classical music. 
 
Vedika Bhandarkar, Managing Director, India, Water.org 
Vedika Bhandarkar brings more than 25 years of experience building teams and businesses 
within Indian and international financial institutions. Vedika serves as Water.org’s senior 
leader in India, overseeing the organization’s water and sanitation program expansion and 
continuing to scale WaterCredit by directing the provision of capacity-building grants and 
technical assistance to create, pilot, and scale water and sanitation financing. 
 
Prior to joining Water.org, Vedika served as Vice Chairman and Managing Director at Credit 
Suisse Securities (India) Private Limited. Previously, she served as the Managing Director & 
Head of Investment Banking at J.P. Morgan. She began her career at ICICI Bank. Since 
early 2015, she has dedicated her time to corporate boards and social enterprise, serving as 
director of several boards and as a volunteer, fundraiser and board member of the Jai 
Vakeel Foundation, an institution focused on children and adults with intellectual disability. 
She is based in Mumbai with her family. 
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Resources 

 
Water, Sanitation and Microfinance Toolkits 
Water.org and MicroSave have recently jointly developed a series of toolkits to provide 
information and tools for financial institutions to develop microfinance products for water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) investments. The toolkits present essential information, 
principles and practices for successful development of WASH financial products. They are 
designed to be applicable across a variety of markets, lending methodologies and business 
models. Please visit www.WASHMicrofinance.org to download the toolkits, and feel free to 
pass along the link to colleagues. 
 
WSP and Water.org Learning Notes 
These notes are co-branded with the Water and Sanitation Program (WSP) of the World 
Bank and builds off of Water.org and WSP’s efforts in 2014 that conducted a loan portfolio 
analysis on Water.org’s WaterCredit programs in India. The learning notes highlight the key 
findings of the loan analysis and other case studies that emphasize the available evidence 
for water and sanitation finance as a viable financial and social opportunity.    
 
The India focused note, entitled “Financing Sanitation for the Poor: Household level 
financing to address the sanitation gap in India” focuses on financing sanitation and is 
specific to the India context, highlighting the role of financial institutions in government 
programs. Its companion, the global note entitled “Financing Water and Sanitation for the 
Poor: Global Learning Note”, includes experiences in other parts of the world, including 
Bangladesh, Cambodia, Kenya and the Philippines. In addition, water and sanitation are 
given equal weight in the global note.    
 
Both Learning Notes can be found at www.WASHMicrofinance.org/resources 
 
Water.org 
More information about Water.org’s programs and the WaterCredit model can be found 
at www.water.org 
 
Report of Sub-Group of Chief Ministers on Swachh Bharat Abhiyan  
Published in October 2015, the Report of Sub-Group of Chief Ministers on Swachh Bharat 
was completed by the National Institution for Transforming India (NITI). The report examines 
financial requirements for comprehensive implementation of SBM and suggests measures 
for meeting budgetary needs, recommends robust institutional mechanisms for effective 
implementation and measures for technological support for different components of SBM, 
examines models and recommends methods to improve private sector participation in SBM, 
and recommends ways to make SBM sustainable.  
 
The full report can be found online at http://bit.ly/23CDjme  
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Established in 1962, the PepsiCo Foundation is the 
philanthropic anchor of PepsiCo, responsible for providing 
charitable contributions to eligible non-profit organizations. The 
Foundation is committed to developing sustainable 
partnerships and programs in underserved regions that provide 
opportunities for improved health, environment and education. 

 

Water.org is an international nonprofit organization that has 
positively transformed millions of lives around the world by 
providing access to safe water and sanitation. Founded by 
Gary White and Matt Damon, Water.org pioneers innovative, 
sustainable solutions to the global water crisis, giving women 
hope, children health and communities a future. 

 

UNICEF India recognizes that the health, hygiene, nutrition, 
education, protection and social development of children are 
all connected. Targeting efforts for them at all stages of their 
growth – infant and mother, child and adolescent – and on a 
range of traditional programme fronts will see that inroads are 
made to ensure children not only survive, but thrive too. 

 

Microfinance Institutions Network is the industry body and self 
regulatory organization for RBI regulated NBFC-MFIs and has 
positioned itself as an engine of inclusive growth for India. 
MFIN through its Members, helps provide financial services to 
low income households in a responsible and transparent 
manner, thereby helping them build sustainable livelihoods. 

 

The Water and Sanitation Program is a multi-donor 
partnership, part of the World Bank Group’s Water Global 
Practice, supporting poor people in obtaining safe, and 
sustainable access to water and sanitation service. WSP’s 
donors include Australia, Austria, Denmark, Finland, France, 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, 
United States, and the World Bank.  
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