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Without water, life would not exist. It is a necessity 
for all aspects of human development. Yet today:

1 in 9
people on the planet lack access to safe water

1 in 4 
people on the planet lack access to a toilet

Women and children spend 

140 million 
hours a day collecting water

every minute 
a child dies of a water-related disease

Join us in working to change this.

Recent studies have shown that lack of 
sanitation and childhood stunting are 
inextricably linked. Disease caused by 

open defecation reduce the body’s ability 
to absorb nutrients by a third so even 

well-fed children do not flourish.

WHY WATER AND SANITATION?



At Water.org, we think about the 2.5 billion people who are living
without sanitation and safe water access differently — we see them as
individuals with power, rights, responsibilities, and the energy to design
their own futures. When a family gains access to safe drinking water and
basic sanitation services, the benefits are transformative:

Dollars Saved 
Every $1 invested in water and sanitation generates 
an approximate $4 return in the form of saved time, 
increased productivity, and/or reduced health care 
costs for the average family.

Economic Productivity 

Gaining universal access to adequate water and 
sanitation would result in an estimated $18.5 billion in 
economic benefits per year from deaths avoided.

Dignity
Increased privacy and dignity for girls and women, 
particularly when the effects of menstruation, 
pregnancy, and childbirth can be managed discreetly.

An End to Poverty
Ending the water and sanitation crisis would help 
break the cycle of poverty for 2.5 billion people.

Improved Health
Women sustain physical injury from constantly lifting 
and carrying heavy loads of water. Also, water-related 
diarrhea is the fourth leading cause of death in 
children under the age of five. 

Safety
Risks of harassment or sexual assault dramatically 
decline when women and girls do not have to visit 
remote and dangerous places to defecate or to fetch 
water during the hours of darkness.

Girls in School
Reductions in time to collect water have been 
found to increase school attendance. Girls who are 
approaching the age of menstruation will continue to 
attend school if there is a private bathroom available.

WHY WATER AND SANITATION?



At Water.org we envision the day when everyone 
in the world can take a safe drink of water and 
experience the dignity of a toilet. For 25 years, 
we have been at the forefront of developing and 
delivering solutions to the water crisis; giving women 
hope, children health, and communities a future.

We are committed to developing solutions that most 
effectively and efficiently respond to the specific 
needs of each community. Recognizing that charity 
alone cannot solve the crisis, we implement a 
portfolio of market-based, demand-driven solutions 
to finance and deliver access to safe water and 
sanitation.

Direct Impact

New Ventures Fund

WaterCredit

WaterCredit Advisory Services

WaterCredit Investment Fund

Global Advocacy and Learning

SMART SOLUTIONS



WATERCREDIT
Small Loans, Big Effect

Pioneered in 2003, WaterCredit allows individuals to access loans 
for water connections or toilets. By assisting those who lack the 
financial resources to pay upfront for new water and sanitation 
facilities, WaterCredit empowers people to address their own water 
and sanitation needs with affordable financing. As the loans are 
repaid, WaterCredit “recycles” the capital to make more loans with 
that same initial investment. An investment in WaterCredit can 
reach five to ten times as many people as a traditional grant over a 
ten-year period. Learn more about WaterCredit.

2.6 million 
people have benefited from 
WaterCredit

9 countries 
implementing WaterCredit

over 603,000 
loans disbursed

99%
average repayment rate

over 90% 
of borrowers are women 

$12.9 million
investment in WaterCredit has 

unlocked $128 million
in commercial and social capital

SMART SOLUTIONS

http://water.org/solutions/watercredit/


In 2014...

19  
new partner organizations 
certified

1 million  
people served with safe 
water and sanitation

55  
water and sanitation 
programs around the world

68%  
increase in people reached 
with safe water and sanitation

62%  
 increase in number of 
programs worldwide  

33%  
increase in geographies 
served

135,682 
toilets constructed

117,884 
household water 
connections established

WATER.ORG IMPACT

Water.org is empowering millions of 
individuals around the world with access 
to safe water and sanitation, ensuring a 
better life for generations ahead. Water.org 
currently works in twelve countries.



SHARE OUR WORK
Find us on your favorite social 
media channel, follow us and 
share our content to help raise 
awareness of the water crisis and 
our work to solve it. 

 

DONATE
Your gift will make safe water a 
reality for someone in need.

START A FUNDRAISER
Set up an online fundraiser and ask 
friends and family to support you.

FACEBOOK TWITTER PINTEREST YOUTUBE INSTAGRAM FLICKR GOOGLE + LINKEDIN

JOIN US

http://facebook.com/water
http://twitter.com/water
http://pinterest.com/waterdotorg
http://youtube.com/water
http://instagram.com/water
http://flickr.com/waterdotorg
https://plus.google.com/+water/posts
https://www.linkedin.com/company/water-org/


August 2015
WORLD WATER WEEK, STOCKHOLM 
Stockholm World Water Week is hosted and 
organized by the Stockholm International Water 
Institute (SIWI) and takes place each year in 
Stockholm. Thousands of policy makers and 
non-governmental organizations come together in 
Stockholm to mark the annual event.

September 2015
GLOBAL CITIZEN FESTIVAL 
Last year, together with partners at The World Bank 
Group, Global Citizens secured their greatest and 
most impactful commitment ever. Junaid Ahmad 
World Bank’s Senior Director, Water Global Practice, 
said “It is with pride today that I announce that the 
World Bank Group commits to spend 15 billion over 
the next 5 years to provide safe sanitation and water 
solutions. And in partnership with the United Nations 
and organizations like BRAC, WaterAid, Water.org and 
One Drop reach close to 150 million poor people.”

CLINTON GLOBAL INITIATIVE 
This month also marks the annual United Nations 
General Assembly and annual meeting of the Clinton 
Global Initiative. These weeks in New York City 
reaffirm the world’s foreign policy and development 
priorities, and provide an opportunity to firmly 
embed the global water crisis within the International 
Development agenda.

November – December 2015
HOLIDAYS 
During this season of giving, Water.org raises 
awareness about water, which underpins all social 
and economic issues globally. Water.org encourages 
charitable giving as a means to provide families and 
children freedom from the burden of water poverty.

March 2016
WORLD WATER DAY 
The United Nations General Assembly designated 
March 22, 1993 as World Water Day. Each year, 
World Water Day highlights a specific aspect of 
freshwater. This year, the 20th anniversary of World 
Water Day will provide a unique opportunity to share 
the great strides made toward universal access to 
safe water and sanitation. Safe drinking water and 
sanitation remain the most effective and efficient 
means for foreign assistance investment, and private 
philanthropic dollars, to improve health and alleviate 
poverty worldwide.

Each day, 2.5 billion people face a challenge that threatens the health of 
families and communities worldwide. The year ahead will present several 
key milestones and moments in time to rally awareness and influence for 
this important cause—and ways that your audiences can learn more and get 
involved themselves. Below is a snapshot of just a few of those milestones.

Water.org Contact

Rosemary Gudelj
MANAGER, OFFICE OF THE CEO 
AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS

rgudelj@water.org

COMING SOON...

Thinking about featuring
Water.org? Contact us so 
we can work together + 
provide photos, videos and 
other assets to support the 
story. 

Interested in an interview? 
Contact us today. 




