
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WaterCredit provides 

access to affordable credit, 

empowering poor people. 

 

Water.org has 

catalyzed over $48 million 

in capital, reaching more 

than 1.2 million people. 

WaterCredit by Water.org 
WaterCredit represents the creation of a new space at the intersection of water 
and sanitation and microfinance. By catalyzing small loans to individuals, 
entrepreneurs and communities in developing countries who do not have 
access to traditional credit markets, WaterCredit empowers people to 
immediately address their own water needs. As loans are repaid, they can be 
redeployed to additional people in need of safe water and sanitation. 
 

Big Idea for a Big Problem 
The cost to bring safe water and sanitation to the world’s poor is staggering. 
For decades, generous philanthropy has been attracted to the cause but little 
progress can be seen at the macro level. There will never be enough charity to 
solve the water crisis. Those living in absolute poverty will continue to require 
subsidies, but many low income people simply need access to capital to invest 
in their own communities. It is estimated that at least 60% of people worldwide 
without access to improved water and sanitation earn enough income to be 
able to invest in their own water and sanitation solutions if they gain access to 
capital via WaterCredit. 
 

Water and Sanitation as Investments 
WaterCredit dollars go further. Investments made by Water.org leverage 
more funds to meet water and sanitation needs than traditional grant-driven 
expenditures. Over a 10-year period, five times as many people can have safe 
water with WaterCredit than with a similar amount of traditional grant funding. 
 
Empower the poor. WaterCredit loans empower low-income people to 
address their own water needs. Also, by establishing creditworthiness, 
households gain access to additional financial services. 
 
Free up limited grant resources. WaterCredit frees up grants to go where 
they are needed most – to the poorest of the poor. 
 
Foster sustainability. As subsidies in water projects increase, sustainability 
decreases. With WaterCredit, users have a financial stake in their water and 
sanitation facilities and a greater incentive to ensure proper operation and 
maintenance. 
 
Philanthropic investments in WaterCredit stimulate private investment. 
Water.org’s WaterCredit subsidies to microfinance institutions have leveraged 
capital from MFIs, banks, and social investors to lend to prospective borrowers. 



Early Successes 
WaterCredit by Water.org began in the urban slums of Dhaka, Bangladesh in 
2003 and then in rural Tamil Nadu in southern India in 2004. In 2005, Water.org 
piloted its first WaterCredit model in Kenya and later experimented with 
WaterCredit in Uganda. Water.org has received generous financial support from 
The MasterCard Foundation, the PepsiCo Foundation, the Caterpillar Foundation, 
the Open Square Foundation, the Michael & Susan Dell Foundation, and many 
other sources. Water.org operates smart subsidy programs targeted toward 
microfinance institutions as well as revolving loan fund programs with non- 
governmental organizations. 
 

WaterCredit Indicators & Metrics (as of February 2014) 

Total Investment: Water.org has invested $8.6 million in WaterCredit 
Implementing Partners: 41 
Number of Loans:  253,227   
Value of Loans Disbursed:  $47 million  
WaterCredit Beneficiaries:  More than 1.2 million people have benefited 
Cumulative Loan Repayment:   99%  
Average Loan Size: $185 USD 
Women and WaterCredit: More than 93% of all borrowers are women 
 
 

Future Plans 
Water.org does not aspire to be the water bank to the world. Instead, we see our role 
as accelerating natural market processes. This means fostering relationships between 
microfinance institutions and organizations in the water and sanitation sector to help 
them understand each other better. Water.org can also work with local stakeholders to 
accelerate access to capital. Using microfinance, Water.org is acting as a catalyst to 
introduce financial markets to the water and sanitation sector. This same approach 
has been proven in many other sectors, and we are highly encouraged by the results 
to date. 
 
 

About Water.org 
Co-founded by Matt Damon and Gary White, Water.org is a non-profit organization 
that has reached more than one million people in Africa, South Asia, and Central 
America by providing access to safe water and sanitation. Water.org traces its roots 
back to the founding of WaterPartners in 1990. In July 2009, WaterPartners merged 
with H2O Africa, resulting in the launch of Water.org. Water.org works with local 
partners to deliver innovative solutions for long-term success. Its microfinance-based 
WaterCredit is pioneering sustainable giving in the sector. 
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