
 

Water Conservation Legislative Agenda 

The drought has underscored that we cannot continue with business as usual when it comes to 

Texas’ water future. In order to have adequate water to meet current and future needs and keep 

Texas’ rivers and lakes vibrant and healthy, we must do more to conserve our most precious 

resource. Water conservation is the most cost-effective, fastest and environmentally responsible 

way to stretch out our supply. And we all must do our part to conserve water, including 

agriculture, cities, and the energy sector. We’re counting on the Legislature to adopt standards 

and appropriate funds to protect our water supply. 

Texas Water Development Board  

 Require any new funding for the State Water Plan include funds for voluntary actions to 

protect instream flows and freshwater inflows (at least 5 percent of total funding), funds 

for water conservation, reuse and delivery system repair (at least one-half of total 

funding), and a process for prioritizing infrastructure projects eligible for state financial 

assistance  

 Direct board to conduct a statewide feasibility analysis of water efficiency potential 

Agriculture 

 Increase funding for the Agricultural Water Loan Program and an Agricultural Water 

Conservation Grants Program to help defray the cost of water efficiency investments. 

 Require farms to install water-measuring meters, a cost-effective technology which the 

Texas Water Development Board estimates can reduce water use by 10-20% 

Municipal 

 Encourage cities to develop and implement plans to achieve at least an average water use 

of 140 gallons of water per capita per day by 2020 

 Encourage municipal water users to adopt a conservation pricing structure, in which the 

price of water increases as the volume consumed increases. 

 Ensure Texans’ rights to plant drought-resistant landscaping and reduce irrigation in their 

yards takes precedence over homeowner association covenants 



 Fund programs to help Texans install water-saving technologies, such as low-flow 

showerheads and toilets, in their homes and businesses and fund a statewide water 

conservation education program 

 Amend and strengthen Texas’ Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) program to 

include water conservation  

Electricity 

 Require new power plants to examine use of dry-cooling or other alternative cooling 

methods 

 Invest in drought-proof sources of energy, including solar power and energy efficiency 

 Adopt the latest efficiency standards for new buildings – the 2012 International Energy 

Conservation Code  

Oil and Gas 

 Limit use of freshwater in fracking, especially during times of drought 

 Require re-use and recycling of water used in oil and gas operations 

 Require reporting of source of water used, rate of recycling and disposal method and 

location 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Environment Texas is a statewide, citizen-funded advocate for clean air, clean water and 

open spaces. For more information, visit www.EnvironmentTexas.org or contact Luke 

Metzger at (512) 479-0388. 

http://www.environmenttexas.org/

