
Intro to Soft Proofing: Cut your 
editing time in half

Save a ton of time and have happier clients!
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Soft Proof in 8 Simple Steps:

1. Upload images to Lightroom and cull

2. Add your Lightroom preset + do small edits

3. Fully edit 2-3 of your favorites to send your client as a sneak preview 
(and to show what images WILL look like)

4. Export soft proofs from Lightroom (low resolution)

5. Upload proofs + send to client to select their favorites

6. Find your clients favorites under “Visitor Activity” in the Gallery

7. Copy/paste files BACK into Lightroom

8. Edit and send final images 



#1: Add your images to Lightroom and cull
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● Add the session photos to a Lightroom catalog
● Tap “P” to “Pick” your keepers
● You can also tap “X” to “Reject” a photo you don’t want to show (eyes 

closed, blurry/out of focus, strange expressions, etc.) 

How many photos do you want to keep and show the client in their soft proof 
gallery?

Personal preference (you’ll need to decide what works for your business), but I 
recommend 4-5x the number of images in your package. So for example, if my 

clients get 15 images, so I will deliver about 60-75 soft proofed photos.

I make sure to choose multiple options for each pose.



#2: Add your preset + small edits

5

You’ve decided on your soft proof images. 
Now is the time to add a preset or lightly edit 
the images. 

You can make small, fast corrections like:

● Exposure
● Cropping

● Straightening



#3: Edit a few of your favorites
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Choose 2-3 images to FULLY edit and send to 
your clients as a sneak preview (showing 
them what ALL of their final images will look 
like). These you can potentially share on 
social media (with permission, of course!)

*This reassures your client that the soft 
proofed gallery is not what their final 
images will look like! 



#4: Export the soft proofs
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IMPORTANT NOTE: You must 
export the images with the 
original file names. You can 
NOT rename the images.

● Export low-resolution images to a 
folder on your desktop



#5: Upload + send proofs to client and have 
them choose their favorites
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● Upload low-resolution images WITH a 
watermark to ShootProof gallery

● Turn OFF downloading feature in 
settings

● Send gallery to client (with a time frame 
for choosing their images)



#6: Once they have picked their images, 
locate your clients favorites
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Step 1: Go to Gallery > Visitor Activity > Gallery Visitor Report Step 2: Click on “Favorites”



#7: Copy files back into Lightroom
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Step 1: Scroll to the bottom of favorites and copy the files

 

Step 2: Go into the “Library” module of Lightroom > Find> Library Filter > Text > Contains> Paste copied files



#8: Edit and deliver final images!
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● Edit the chosen images + upload high resolution 
images to ShootProof

● No watermark necessary


