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A WORLD CRYING OUT FOR HELP : Franklin Graham listens to the stories of persecuted Rohingya refugees

A MESSAGE FROM FRANKLIN GRAHAM

in Bangladesh and helps hand out tarps to Hurricane Maria survivors in Puerto Rico (inset).
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Dear Friend,

J

esus Christ was sent by God on a rescue mission. As he told
Zacchaeus, “The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that

which was lost” (Luke 19:10).
For all that Jesus did to heal the sick and feed the hungry,
His mission on earth was to bring sinners to salvation and
rescue souls from an eternity in hell. He accomplished this
through His death on the cross and His resurrection from the
grave. The Bible says, “If you confess with your mouth the Lord
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9).
In His last earthly words, Christ commissioned His followers
to “be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
Samaritan’s Purse is dedicated to bearing witness to Christ
wherever God calls us to work. During 2017, we dealt with
the worst series of hurricanes
I’ve ever seen, fierce warfare
in the city where Jonah once
preached, and an outbreak of a
killer disease that the world had
almost eradicated. God gave us
opportunities to touch millions of
lives as we fed the hungry, treated
the sick, and spread the Gospel in
more than 100 countries.
We praise the Lord for all that
He has done, and we thank each of
you who have supported Samaritan’s Purse through your faithful
prayers, generous gifts, and tireless service. May God richly
bless you.
Sincerely,

Franklin Graham
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Cry
out
PSALM 107:28

“Then they cry out to the Lord in
their trouble, and He brings them
out of their distresses.”
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H UR RICA NE RELIEF

In the last four weeks of summer 2017, parts of the U.S. and the
Caribbean were hammered by three of the most intense
hurricanes in history: Harvey, Irma, and Maria.
Hundreds were killed, and millions of lives were
turned upside down.
In the midst of these fierce and massive
storms, however, God was at work. Through the
power of prayer and an unprecedented response
by our disaster relief volunteers, Samaritan’s
Purse deployed teams to nine U.S. cities and six
Caribbean islands to help hundreds of thousands
of survivors in Jesus’ Name. Praise the Lord, over
700 men, women, and children gave their hearts to Christ
through our hurricane relief projects.

Hurricane Harvey: Texas
Ann Lamont has weathered plenty of storms in the 44 years she
has lived in her house in Houston, but she had never seen anything
like Hurricane Harvey. It rained so hard and the flooding came so
fast that the swirling dark water was up to her waist before firemen
rescued her.
Harvey tore into the Texas coast with Category 4 winds and
drenched Houston with up to five feet of rain. Lamont’s house was
among over 203,000 that were damaged or destroyed across a disaster
zone that spanned more than 200 miles.
“Harvey came through and rearranged everything in my life,” she
said. “But I could hear the voice of Jesus saying that better days
are coming.”
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HELPING IN JESUS’ NAME
Thousands of volunteers flocked from all
50 states to help families recover from the
destruction caused by Hurricane Harvey in
Texas (photos above and right) as well as
Hurricane Irma in Florida.
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Samaritan’s Purse deployed all five of our Disaster Relief
Units to Texas, mobilized thousands of volunteers from across the
nation, and partnered with churches that were already involved in
our Operation Christmas Child network as well as Franklin Graham’s
Decision Texas Tour.
We set up bases at churches in Houston, Pearland, Santa Fe,
Rockport, and Victoria to house and equip volunteers and minister to
residents who were desperate for help. Volunteers are the backbone
of our disaster relief work, and we thank God for sending close to a
thousand a week—including a one-day record of 1,223 on Labor Day.
These teams worked on 2,941 houses in Texas, removing tons of
mud and soggy furniture and stripping the houses down to the stud
walls to get them ready to rebuild. As each cleanup is finished,
volunteers sign a Bible and present it to the homeowner. In many
cases, these replaced cherished family Bibles that were lost in the
flood.
In November, the work transitioned from cleanup
to reconstruction, focusing on the elderly, the
uninsured, and others who need special assistance.
During the next two years, Samaritan’s Purse
wants to help up to a thousand families get back
into their homes.
At Lamont’s house, the first wave of
volunteers hauled out ruined furniture, removed
moldy drywall and insulation, and sanitized the
framework of the house. Then came the construction
teams who installed new windows, flooring, cabinets,
appliances, and fixtures. “Everything had to come out of
my house,” she said. “It’s like building from the ground up. I have
been truly, wonderfully blessed. I’m grateful and thankful. God has
given me a brand-new house.”

NOWHERE TO TURN FOR HELP
Margarita Cruz Saldierna wept as she told
Franklin Graham that there was no way she
could afford to repair the damage caused by
Hurricane Harvey. God worked through our
volunteers to get her back home by Christmas.

ARMY OF VOLUNTEERS

Hurricane Irma: Caribbean and Florida
Water was still standing in the streets of Houston when Hurricane
Irma developed into the strongest storm ever recorded in the
open Atlantic—a Category 5 terror with winds over 180 mph. Irma
hit Barbuda so hard on Sept. 5 that the little island was left
uninhabitable. The hurricane then left a trail of destruction across

HOUSES CLEANED OR REPAIRED
IN TEXAS AND FLORIDA

our refuge
God is
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Flooded houses have to be stripped down
to the framework before they can be rebuilt.
Between Florida and Texas, nearly 14,000
volunteers worked on 3,841 houses.

and strength

Psalm 46:1

St. Martin, Turks & Caicos, and Cuba, and it was still Category 4
when it ripped through the Florida Keys on Sept. 10.
Even while Irma was churning toward Florida, Samaritan’s Purse was
already airlifting help to the Caribbean. Our DC-8 cargo jet made
the first of 44 flights to the islands, delivering more than 1,000
tons of tarps, food, blankets, water filters, generators, and other
emergency supplies.
With all our U.S. Disaster Relief Units already deployed to
Texas, we sent two additional tractor-trailer units as well as
disaster relief staff and volunteers through our Canadian office
to lead the work in Florida. Samaritan’s Purse opened work sites in
Key West, Naples, Fort Myers, and Apopka. During the next 12 weeks,
CONTINUED
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3,193 volunteers joined Samaritan’s Purse in Florida to help 900
households. Damage in the Florida Keys was too extensive to house
our volunteers there, so we used our World War II-era DC-3 to fly
them in.
One of our teams in the Florida Keys worked for two days to
clear fallen trees around the home of an 83-year-old woman named
Leona who was originally from the Philippines. When she wondered
why volunteers had come so far to help her, they shared how
“the love of Christ compels us” (2 Corinthians 5:14),
explained the Gospel, and led her in prayer as she
trusted Jesus as her Lord and Savior—just six days
before she passed away. Praise God, Leona was among
90 individuals in the Keys and 731 across Florida
and Texas who came to Christ through our Hurricane
Irma projects.
Meanwhile, our international teams began working
on Barbuda. Irma wiped out the water system on the
island, so Samaritan’s Purse installed a desalination
system on the island dock to extract drinking water
straight from the ocean. Then we began rebuilding houses and
churches so that families who evacuated to Antigua will eventually
be able to return to Barbuda.
Meanwhile, hundreds of children from Barbuda faced the prospect
of a bleak Christmas in their temporary homes in Antigua. Just for
them, we held a special Operation Christmas Child outreach event,
handing out gift-filled shoeboxes that were packed by members of a
church in Wild Peach, Texas, who survived Hurricane Harvey.

Hurricane Maria: Dominica and Puerto Rico
Hurricane Maria was the deadliest of the three storms and
devastated the islands of Dominica and Puerto Rico, which had been
spared by Irma two weeks earlier. Maria killed hundreds on Puerto
Rico and wiped out electrical service for 3.4 million people.
Medical facilities on both islands were crippled or overwhelmed,
so Samaritan’s Purse sent surgical teams to Dominica and deployed
our helicopter to Puerto Rico to transport medical teams into
CONTINUED

FRESH OFF THE DOCK
Irma wiped out the water system on
Barbuda, so we set up this desalination unit
to extract drinking water from the ocean.

Trust

Lord
in the

with all
your heart
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Proverbs 3:5

mountain villages where the people were cut off from help. Our teams
held 67 mobile clinics and treated 3,213 patients.
Across the Caribbean, Samaritan’s Purse distributed 109,747 tarps,
16,893 blankets, 780,000 gallons of clean water, 34,221 food kits
and 2,593 portable generators to help restore essential services.
We filled a cargo ship with over 1,200 tons of lumber and other
construction materials to rebuild houses on Barbuda and Dominica.
Doris Morrell used a Samaritan’s Purse tarp to replace the roof
that Maria ripped off the house that she shares with her daughter
and granddaughters. “You were the first people to come here to give
us a hand,” she said. “We’re asking the Lord to give us the faith to
keep on and to give us the strength to start all over again.”
As Samaritan’s Purse helped meet emergency needs, God gave us
many opportunities to share the eternal hope of the Gospel. One team
brought tarps to patch the roof of a damaged nursing home
on a hillside overlooking San Juan, the capital city
of Puerto Rico.
One of our workers, Edgar, met a resident
named Samuel, in his 70s. Samuel was staring at
what used to be a majestic tropical landscape
that had been shredded by the storm.
Edgar asked him, “Do you know who created
all of this?” That opened the door for a long
conversation focused on Scripture and our Creator.
“I didn’t know that God created me and that He
loves me, too,” Samuel said.
“Samuel, do you believe in Jesus?” Edgar asked.
“I know who He is, but I’ve never said to anyone that I believe
in Him,” Samuel replied.
Together they read John 3:16, and then Samuel bowed his head,
asked God to forgive his sins, and prayed to receive Jesus Christ as
his Lord and Savior.
From Houston to Puerto Rico, it may take years for many families
to rebuild from these hurricanes. But believers like Samuel and
Doris have faith that God will see them through, “for the Lord your
God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor
forsake you” (Deuteronomy 31:6).

OUR DAILY BREAD
We partnered with churches in Puerto Rico
to distribute boxes of food to nearly 35,000
households, while sharing the Good News
that Jesus is “the bread of life” (John 6:35).

MEETING CRITICAL NEEDS
Samaritan’s Purse distributed more than
75,000 tarps in Puerto Rico to repair roofs

The Father of
mercies and

God

Comfort

damaged by Hurricane Maria. On the island of
Dominica (right), we partnered with military
authorities to provide medical equipment and
staff to care for dozens of storm survivors
who needed surgery.

of all
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2 Corinthians 1:3
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Disaster Relief Units deployed to:

Disaster Relief teams
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HAR

VEY

¤
¤
¤
¤
¤

Houston
Pearland
Santa Fe
Victoria
Rockport

Key West
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Apopka

3,193 volunteers served
900 houses cleaned or repaired
188 decisions for Christ
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10,694 volunteers served
2,941 houses cleaned or repaired
543 decisions for Christ
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Three storms.
One hope.
I
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n the wake of monstrous hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria, God enabled
Samaritan’s Purse to mobilize the largest disaster response in our history.

We deployed teams to nine U.S. cities and six Caribbean islands, mobilized
nearly 14,000 volunteers, shipped over 2,000 tons of emergency supplies by
air and sea, and helped more than 200,000 survivors in the Name of Jesus.
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Vice President Mike Pence (above left) joined Franklin Graham to help clean up debris from
Hurricane Harvey in Texas. President Donald Trump (center) thanked our volunteers serving in
Florida following Hurricane Irma. Great Britain’s Prince Charles (right) met survivors on Barbuda
whose homes are being rebuilt by Samaritan’s Purse.

ST. MARTIN

75,173 tarps
1,945 generators
4,320 hygiene kits
912,000 liters of water
34,221 boxes of food
3,213 patients received medical care

¤
¤
¤
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10,258 tarps
12,973 blankets
4,324 hygiene kits
4.5 metric tons of
high-energy biscuits

IRM

A

DOMINICA

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA

¤ 18,179 tarps
¤ 1.9 million
liters of water
¤ 77 patients
received surgery

¤
¤
¤
¤

1,295 tarps
436 generators
107,620 liters of water
Operation Christmas Child
shoebox gifts for children
evacuated from Barbuda
¤ Shipload of lumber and
building materials

LENDING A HAND
Home reconstruction projects in
Texas (top left) capped a busy year
for our U.S. Disaster Relief teams.
Prior to the hurricanes, Samaritan’s
Purse responded to tornadoes in
Georgia, Mississippi, Louisiana, and
North Carolina; floods in Missouri,
Wisconsin, Illinois, and West Virginia;
a windstorm in Tennessee; and
wildfires in California. We thank God
for 20,860 volunteers (our most ever)
who worked on 5,646 houses in 14
states and saw 1,076 individuals give
their hearts to Christ.

‘PLENTY OF HOPE’
George Dorsey (bottom left) thanks
volunteers who helped rebuild
his Houston neighborhood after
Hurricane Harvey. “Some people
have no hope,” said his wife Arva,
“but that’s not us. We have plenty of
hope, because we know that Christ
Jesus lives, and He lives through all
these people who’ve come to help.”

WELCOME HOME
Our construction teams (right)
completed 35 homes in 2017 for
storm victims in Texas, Louisiana,
West Virginia, and the Carolinas. In
Texas, we want to help up to 1,000
families get back into their houses.
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“Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying:
‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?’
Then I said, ‘Here am I!...’”

ISAIAH 6:8

Send

me.

¤

IRAQ / BANGLADESH
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MEDICAL MINISTRY

Through our emergency medical projects, God enabled Samaritan’s
Purse to bring lifesaving care and the hope of the Gospel into
the war zones of Iraq and the world’s largest refugee camp in
Bangladesh. We thank Him for the opportunity to touch thousands of
lives in such powerful ways as we work to “make disciples of all the
nations” (Matthew 28:19b).

Binding Wounds in Iraq
Seven-year-old Sara was playing with friends in the front
yard of her home when she was deliberately shot by an
ISIS sniper. Her mother Nadia panicked to see the
blood. “I thought my daughter would die,” she said.
Desperate for help, Nadia picked up Sara and
ran to a nearby clinic, but they were unable to
provide the level of care she needed. Finally, she
found her way to the Emergency Field Hospital that
had been set up by Samaritan’s Purse on the Nineveh
Plains just a few miles from the brutal battle
raging between ISIS and Iraqi security forces. There,
Sara received lifesaving surgery.
Inside the hospital compound, Nadia and her daughter felt safe
for the first time in years. Not only was Sara given a second chance
at life, but they were treated with respect, love, and care.
“I was completely hopeless, but not anymore,” Nadia said.
Sara was among 4,186 patients and 1,711 surgical cases who were
treated at the Emergency Field Hospital during the first nine months
CONTINUED

PLACE OF HEALING
More than 450 Samaritan’s Purse staff served
at our Emergency Field Hospital in Iraq. Our
medical professionals treated nearly 4,200
patients at the 50-bed hospital.

SURGERIES
PERFORMED

AT THE EMERGENCY FIELD HOSPITAL
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of 2017. More than 450 medical professionals and support staff
provided expert and compassionate care to the injured—mostly women
and children. We also treated soldiers from both sides, creating
opportunities to be witnesses for Christ even to the most hardened
hearts.
As the fighting subsided in September, Samaritan’s Purse handed
over the Emergency Field Hospital to the Iraqi Ministry of Health,
which continues to use this facility to provide lifesaving care.
In this way, local doctors can continue the work begun by
Samaritan’s Purse—just like they do in Ecuador, where the Emergency
Field Hospital we set up in 2016 to care for earthquake victims is
still being used to care for more than a thousand patients a month.

Bangladesh: Fighting an Epidemic
Diphtheria is an infection that has been eradicated in
most of the world but began spreading rapidly among
the Rohingya refugees who have fled from Myanmar
and settled in Bangladesh. The disease can be
deadly, especially for children.
Twelve-year-old Rominda had been sick for
several days when she arrived at a diphtheria
treatment center set up by Samaritan’s Purse in the
Kutupalong refugee camp.
ROMINDA
She had a fever and swollen neck glands. “It was very
painful,” Rominda said. “I could not eat anything.”
Our doctors and nurses administered antibiotics as well as
the powerful diphtheria antitoxin, which is required in the most
critical situations. Rominda responded so well that she returned
home two days later.
Rominda’s father was killed when their village was attacked and
burned, and her mother died several years ago. Rominda escaped—along
with her aunt, uncle, and four siblings—by walking two days through
jungles to reach Bangladesh.
Since August 2017, Kutupalong has quickly become the world’s
largest refugee camp. The Rohingya who have fled there have almost
no access to medical care.
Samaritan’s Purse responded immediately and built the 70-bed
clinic when deadly diphtheria spread rapidly in the camp. We also
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HELPING THE MOST VULNERABLE
Diphtheria can be fatal to children if it is not
treated. We thank God that the survival rate at
our treatment center was over 99 percent.

The Lord
is near
to all who

call upon

LIFESAVING TREATMENT
Samaritan’s Purse built this diphtheria
treatment center in a refugee camp in

Him

Bangladesh and saw more than 3,400
patients in the first two months.

constructed two 24-bed wards at nearby Memorial Christian Hospital
for patients needing advanced surgical care. Our DC-8 cargo jet
airlifted 20 tons of medical supplies and equipment to Bangladesh.
Through their work, our medical staff are bringing the compassion
of Christ to Rohingya refugees who are scarred by emotional trauma as
well as physical wounds.
“The doctors and nurses helped me and looked after me,” Rominda
said, adding that she had never experienced such high-quality care
and tenderhearted kindness as she has from our medical staff.

Psalm 145:18
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W O RL D M EDIC A L M IS SIO N

Benson had been injured in an automobile crash in
Papua New Guinea, and three days passed before he
was taken to Kudjip Nazarene Hospital. Infection
from a puncture wound had set in and was quickly
spreading through his leg. It smelled like death.
Dr. Sheryl Uyeda and other medical staff
worked tirelessly to clean Benson’s wound,
only to realize that the remote hospital had run
out of the antibiotic they needed to fight the
infection. “We tried a related medication and prayed it
BENSON
would work,” she said. “The next 24 hours was critical. His
prognosis looked grim.”
Miraculously, Benson’s condition stabilized. Still, he faced two
months of recovery. During his lengthy hospital stay, the staff
prayed with and encouraged him. Then one day he told them he had
decided to repent of his sins and place his faith in Jesus.
Benson’s story was a great encouragement to Dr. Uyeda, who is
serving in Papua New Guinea through World Medical Mission. She is
among more than 150 doctors and dentists who have served two-year
assignments in the Post-Residency Program, which we established in
2004 to raise up a new generation of medical missionaries to staff
mission hospitals for decades to come.
World Medical Mission, the medical arm of Samaritan’s Purse,
reached a milestone in 2017, celebrating 40 years since it was
founded by Drs. Lowell and Richard Furman. In 2017, we sent 878
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SPIRITUAL AND PHYSICAL CARE
Dr. Richard Slovek, an orthopedic surgeon
from California, prays for his patient at Soddo
PERSONAL TOUCH
Dr. Richard Furman (above) and his late
brother Dr. Lowell Furman co-founded
World Medical Mission 40 years ago.

Christian Hospital in Ethiopia.

medical volunteers, supporting 61 mission hospitals in 37 countries.
Samaritan’s Purse also opened a new medical warehouse in
Wilkesboro, N.C., and shipped 169 tons of equipment and supplies to
32 hospitals around the world. Our biomedical technicians installed,
repaired, and maintained equipment in 10 hospitals and clinics.
Through all this, God is working in powerful ways to save lives
and bring many to faith in Jesus Christ. As He said, “Those who are
well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not
come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance” (Mark 2:17).
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RESTORING SMILES
Fabiola and her son Jose (top left)
are grateful to Samaritan’s Purse for
sending specialized surgical teams to
Bolivia to help those born with a cleft
lip or cleft palate. This project began in
South Sudan in 2011 and expanded to
Bolivia in 2015 and Liberia in 2016. In
2017, our medical volunteers performed
69 cleft lip and palate surgeries.

LIFE TRANSFORMED
A boy named Sampson (bottom left)
had tumors on his face that could not
be treated where he lived in Liberia.
News commentator Greta Van Susteren
raised funds for his treatment, and
Samaritan’s Purse arranged for him to
have surgery at the Mayo Clinic. While
in Minnesota, Sampson accepted
Jesus as his Savior, saying, “I want to
return home a new man inside and out.”

HEALING HEARTS
Two-year-old Otgonzaya (right) from
Mongolia is among 75 children who had
cardiac surgery in 2017 through our
Children’s Heart Project. We thank God
for the host families, partner hospitals,
and medical personnel such as
Dr. Allison Cabalka, a pediatric
cardiologist at the Mayo Clinic.
“Whoever receives one little child like
this in My name receives Me”
(Matthew 18:5).
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OPER ATION CHRIST M AS CHILD

In post-Soviet Central Asia, life was difficult for
14-year-old Victoria. She helped her parents care
for her three younger brothers as well as her
younger sister with Down syndrome.
One day, Victoria was one of 50 children
invited to an Operation Christmas Child
outreach program at a local church. Here,
in addition to receiving a shoebox gift, she
learned God loved the whole world and gave
His only Son for all mankind. God convicted her
heart, and she prayed to accept Jesus Christ as her
Lord and Savior.
Victoria then became good friends with Zumrat, a woman who
helped to host the outreach event, and together they began
praying for the girl’s family. In time, Victoria began smiling
and singing instead of crying.
Next, her mother became a Christian and her father later
followed. He, in turn, invited his two sisters to church. One of
these women was an alcoholic, but now both women attend services
regularly along with their children.
Now when Zumrat sees Victoria’s family she thanks the Lord for
His unfailing love and rejoices over Christ’s victory at Calvary.
When she hugs Victoria, she whispers in her ear, “Never give up!
You are now a disciple of Christ!”
Victoria is among 157 million lives that have been touched
through Operation Christmas Child since 1993, when Samaritan’s
Purse began collecting shoebox gifts. In 2017, we collected

GOOD NEWS, GREAT JOY
Two girls rejoice over their shoebox gifts at
a church in Seredne, Ukraine. Their boxes
are among the 9.8 million shoebox gifts
distributed in the Ukraine since 1996. Our aim
is to “Declare His glory among the nations, His
wonders among all peoples” (Psalm 96:3).

GIFTS

WORLDWIDE IN 2017

CONTINUED
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10,999,792 gifts worldwide—including 8,878,954 from the United
States—that are being distributed through churches and Christian
partners in 107 countries.
God uses these simple gifts to make profound differences in
the lives of these precious children.
In the Central African country of Chad, a 13-year-old boy’s
heart was touched when he heard the Good News of Jesus at a
church’s Operation Christmas Child outreach event where he
received a shoebox gift. He went back to the church and told one
of the leaders that he wanted to repent of his sins and follow
Christ. After praying to receive Christ as his Lord and Savior,
he enrolled in The Greatest Journey discipleship program to learn
how to share his newfound faith.
In the Southeast Asian nation of Myanmar, a boy persuaded his
parents and siblings to go with him to a church where
he had been given a shoebox. As the Gospel was
preached, God worked in their hearts and they
prayed to trust Jesus as their Savior.
In the South American country of Bolivia, a
shoebox gift equipped a 13-year-old girl named
Rebeca to teach younger friends about Jesus.
Rebeca lives with her mother and three
brothers. Her father left them years ago, and
her classmates sometimes tease her for being
poor. Rebeca prays that God will change their
REBECA
hearts.
When she isn’t in school, Rebeca can often be found playing
with friends in the vacant lot next to the store where her mother
works. Here she loves to share the lessons she is learning in
Sunday school, and she recites verses that she has memorized from
the Bible.
Rebeca invited four of her younger friends (ages 5 through 9)
to an outreach event at her church, where they were all delighted
to receive Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts. Each of them
also received a copy of “The Greatest Gift,” the Gospel storybook
that we provide in dozens of local languages.

UNFORGETTABLE GIFT
This girl in Namibia was delighted to find a
soft cuddly toy inside her shoebox.

Itheam
way,

‘

FAVORITE GIFTS
Children in a poor farming village outside
of Hanoi, Vietnam, were thrilled to receive

the truth,

Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts.

Rebeca now uses the Gospel storybook as well as the Scripture
notebook that she received in her shoebox gift as she teaches the
younger children.
“That’s what I like the most—to talk about Jesus and tell
little children what I’ve learned about Him,” Rebeca said. “I
like to talk about blessings and how great is our God.”

and the life’
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John 14:6
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T H E G R E AT E S T J O U R N E Y

Daniella’s mother Monica calls her “a little
evangelist.” That’s because the 8-year-old tells
her classmates in Bolivia about Jesus. She
takes her Bible to school and reads it during
recess, drawing the interest of classmates who
ask to follow along.
Daniella invited a friend named Geraldine
to her church’s Operation Christmas Child
event, where they each received a shoebox
gift. Daniella also encouraged Geraldine to
DANIELLA & GERALDINE participate in The Greatest Journey, the 12-lesson
discipleship program offered by Samaritan’s Purse
through churches that hand out Operation Christmas Child shoebox
gifts. “It’s the first time I’ve heard these Bible lessons,” said
Geraldine, who now believes that Jesus is the Living Lord.
Daniella’s aunt, Gabriela, who coordinated The Greatest
Journey classes at the church, has seen how the program has
brought children and families into the church. “Before, we had
been sleeping away those opportunities,” she said, “and we were
awakened to them because of The Greatest Journey.”
In 2017, more than 3.9 million children in over 100 countries
enrolled in The Greatest Journey lessons, led by 186,440
volunteer teachers. We praise God that 1.9 million boys and girls
made decisions for Christ.
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CHILDREN

MADE LIFE-CHANGING DECISIONS
FOR CHRIST THROUGH THE GREATEST
JOURNEY CLASSES IN 2017.

MAKING DISCIPLES
This teacher in Tanzania is among more than
186,000 volunteers around the world who
lead The Greatest Journey lessons in their
local languages.

In the African nation of Tanzania, a girl named Bahati begged
her mother—who believed in witchcraft—for permission to attend an
evangelical church. There, she received a shoebox gift and heard
about Jesus Christ. Then she enrolled in The Greatest Journey.
One day after class, Bahati told her mother that she had
accepted Jesus Christ as her Lord and Savior. Then she invited
her mother Sina to join her, and her mother also put her trust in
Christ. “Now I love Jesus, too,” Sina said.
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My
Strong
hold
“He only is my rock
and my salvation,
My stronghold; I shall
not be shaken.”

PSALM 62:6 (NASB)
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OPERATION HEAL OUR PATRIOTS

Army Staff Sergeant John Hosea still believes
joining the Army in 2001 was one of the best
decisions he ever made. “Even with the stuff we
deal with now, I still say that,” John said.
His dad had been a career soldier for
30 years, and John wanted to follow in his
footsteps. He never dreamed that America would
be drawn into war as it was Sept. 11, 2001.
“It changed our lives forever,” John said.
Over the next 13 years, John deployed four
SARA & JOHN HOSEA
times. The last time was to Afghanistan, where
his armored convoy was searching for a high-value
target when they crested a hill and entered a valley. Then a
roadside bomb exploded.
It would be two weeks before John was fully conscious again
and learned he’d lost a good friend in the explosion. His legs
were shattered. And his ordeal took a toll on his marriage and
his faith. “After joining the Army, I stopped really listening to
the Lord,” he said. “Because of everything I did in the Army, I
was sure there was no spot for me in heaven.”
John and Sara’s lives changed again when Samaritan’s Purse
invited the Hoseas to come to Alaska as part of Operation Heal
Our Patriots, our ministry to wounded military veterans and their
spouses. By this time, their spiritual lives and their marriage
were suffering.

A TIME TO RECONNECT
Samaritan Lodge Alaska provides military
couples with a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to connect with God and each other while
enjoying the pristine Alaska wilderness.

CONTINUED
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While they were in Alaska, God opened a heart calloused by
war, and John and Sara made another great decision. They came to
the Lord with their deep wounds and the burdens plaguing their
marriage. They accepted God’s forgiveness and recommitted their
marriage and family to Him. “It was just like a light bulb went
on,” John said. “God welcomed me back with open arms and put a
new peace in our lives.”
Veterans wounded after 9/11 and their spouses are eligible to
apply for Operation Heal Our Patriots. Each summer we invite 10
military couples per week for 16 weeks to take part in Biblically
based marriage enrichment classes guided by our staff and retired
military chaplains. Couples also get to enjoy once-in-a-lifetime
experiences on pristine lakes and rivers and into majestic
stretches of the Alaska wilderness in Lake Clark National Park.
During the past six years, 843 couples have
participated in Operation Heal Our Patriots. During
the 2017 season in Alaska, we praise God that
92 couples rededicated their marriages and 72
individuals made decisions for Christ.
Many of these military couples experience
the healing power of the Gospel. Lives
are changed and marriages are saved as
participants open their hearts to Jesus
Christ.
When Marine Sergeant Edwin Bono and his wife
EDWIN & ELIZABETH BONO
Elizabeth came to Alaska, their marriage had
struggled through a decade of health challenges
after he was paralyzed by an IED attack. “I haven’t been a
religious person. I never really prayed,” Edwin said. “Going to
Alaska opened me up to God.”
During his week in Alaska, Edwin received Jesus Christ as
his Lord and Savior, and the Bonos discovered Biblical tools
for strengthening their marriage. They learned that they could
rely on God more every day and that their marriage could grow
stronger, even in the face of adversity.

UNITED IN PRAYER
Samaritan’s Purse President Franklin
Graham prays with Army National Guard
Staff Sergeant George Gutierrez and his wife
Heather.
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MILITARY COUPLES HAVE
REDEDICATED THEIR MARRIAGES
TO GOD AND TO EACH OTHER
SINCE 2012

my strength

ENCOURAGEMENT AND TEACHING
Army Sergeant Rob Flores (above) and his wife
Kim get a heroes’ welcome by local Alaskans
gathered at the gravel landing strip next to
Samaritan’s Lodge. Rob sustained spinal cord
injuries from sniper fire in Afghanistan in 2011.
Retired military chaplains, such as Captain Jim
Fisher (right), lead Biblically based marriage
enrichment classes.

The Lord is

and
my shield

Psalm 28:7
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Salvaged from an aviation
boneyard, our DC-8 cargo jet
flew more than 200 missions to 14
countries in 2017, including a lifesaving med-evac mission (below)
for survivors of a school bus crash
in Tanzania. Other Samaritan’s
Purse aircraft like the World War
II-era DC-3 (left) are lifelines for
ministry in some of the most
remote corners of the world.
The Alaskan lodge that hosts activities for Operation
Heal Our Patriots is accessible only by air.
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Our helicopter brought relief supplies to Puerto Rican
towns whose roads were washed out by Hurricane Maria.

When there is

No other way
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“Proclaim the good
news of His salvation
from day to day.”
PSALM 96:2

Proclaim
Gospel
the

REBUILDING HOUSES
IN IRAQ
Samaritan’s Purse is helping Iraqi
Christians like Sarah and her
grandchildren (top left) to repair
houses that were damaged by ISIS
terrorists. We restored 218 homes
in 2017 and aim to do over 500 more
in 2018 as we encourage these
persecuted believers to be “rejoicing
in hope, patient in tribulation,
continuing steadfastly in prayer”
(Romans 12:12).

RESTORING SIGHT
Many of the survivors of the Ebola
epidemic in Liberia (bottom left) suffer
from cataracts—a clouding of the eye
lens that impairs vision. Samaritan’s
Purse provided cataract surgery for
84 people in Liberia to restore their
sight, give them a brighter future, and
demonstrate the love of Christ.

HELPING MOTHERS
AND BABIES
Samaritan’s Purse is working in
places like Myanmar (right) to help
save the lives of mothers and babies
by training midwives, teaching proper
nutrition, and organizing motherto-mother support groups where
Christians can share God’s love.
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LIFTING UP THE CROSS
Samaritan’s Purse volunteers built
this church (left) in Nunapitchuk,
Alaska, to replace a sanctuary that
collapsed because of the harsh
cycles of freezing and thawing. This
is the eighth church we have built in
remote Alaskan villages. The church
pianist, Mary Jimmy, said she prays
that the new building will spark “a
revival for our village.”

CLEAN WATER
We installed a hand-washing station
at this school in Bolivia (top right)
to improve hygiene and reduce the
spread of disease. Through our
projects around the world, we were
able to provide over 600,000 people
with access to clean water, and God
gave us abundant opportunities to
proclaim the Lord Jesus Christ as the
everlasting source of living water.

FEEDING REFUGEES
As fighting continued to plague South
Sudan, Samaritan’s Purse helped
feed hundreds of thousands of people
who were displaced from their homes
and farms, including these refugees in
Uganda (bottom right).
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BUILDING UP THE CHURCH

During two days in January 2015, radical
Muslims, most of them young men on motorbikes,
set ablaze dozens of churches in Niamey, Niger,
and surrounding areas. With kerosene and
Molotov cocktails, they were set on removing
the influence of Christianity from the
country.
“They thought the end of our building
was the end of Christianity in Niger and they
were so happy,” said Mamane Halibou, pastor of
MAMANE HALIBOU
Evangelical Church in Boukoki, Niger. “But God
has started a new work. The people who did this
work of destruction meant it for evil but God has turned it into
something good. And we are full of joy.”
With the help of Samaritan’s Purse, churches immediately began
rebuilding their sanctuaries. In December 2017, the evangelical
churches in Niger celebrated the reconstruction of more than 50
sanctuaries, some of them relocated to more strategic locations.
Samaritan’s Purse has plans to assist even more churches
across Niger. “As they see the churches being rebuilt they
see our powerful God is working,” said Bishop Kimso Bourema,
president of the Evangelical Alliance of Niger. “The government
has respect for us, and the Muslims have respect for us—all
because they see the work of God.”
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REJOICING WITH RENEWED HOPE
Christians in Niger are celebrating the
rebuilding and repair of more than 50
churches that were burned in 2015.
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ENRICHING FAMILIES
Samaritan’s Purse helps farm families
in places like Bolivia (top left) with
chickens, goats, and other livestock
that will help them improve their
diet and also escape poverty. “And
my God shall supply all your need
according to His riches in glory by
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19).

EQUIPPING YOUTH
We operate The Greta Home and
Academy in Haiti (bottom left) to
provide a Christian environment for
orphaned and vulnerable children
to receive a quality education and
develop strong relationships with the
Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior.

RECONSTRUCTING
HOMES AND SCHOOLS
Samaritan’s Purse is rebuilding
homes and schools in Nepal (right)
that were destroyed by earthquakes
in 2015 that took over 8,000 lives. We
have built 437 homes since 2016. We
also are conducting water, sanitation,
and hygiene projects, as well as
livelihood skills development and
training on how to build earthquakeresistant structures.
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Consolidated Statement of Financial Position

Consolidated Statement of Activities

DECEMBER 31, 2017 (WITH COMPARATIVE TOTALS FOR 2016)

2017

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2017 (WITH COMPARATIVE TOTALS FOR 2016)

2016

2017

Assets
Current assets:

Support and revenue:

Cash and cash equivalents:
		

Available for ministries

		

Held for donor-restricted ministry purposes

Contributions

159,287,835

100,794,123

38,252,450

3,726,867

		

Planned giving program

7,252,146

6,896,349

Grants receivable

—

$551,837,743

$386,345,092

—

238,849,006

246,747,258

Investment income

3,829,795

170,258

—

4,000,053

2,132,216

Change in value of annuities and trusts

1,037,634

57,687

—

1,095,321

(2,577,465)

4,225,710

815,757

—

5,041,467

2,148,738

271,347,688

529,475,902

—

800,823,590

634,795,839

154,627,367

Held for donor-restricted ministry purposes

Other income
			

2017 REVENUES

Total support and revenue

Reclassifications:

9,961,363

9,551,975

Other current assets

19,262,149

13,137,188

Inventories		

47,742,141

36,532,601

511,796,271

333,477,324

31,746,942

27,705,159

Endowment investments

1,106,559

1,007,009

		

Emergency relief

Other noncurrent assets

711,927

677,063

		

Community development ministry

132,848,630

127,120,175

		

Medical ministry

166,414,058

156,509,406

		

Children’s ministry: Operation Christmas Child

$678,210,329

$489,986,730

		

Children’s ministry: other

		

Christian education

Liabilities and Net Assets

		

Other ministry services

Current liabilities:

			

			

Total current assets

Noncurrent assets:
Planned giving program investments

Property and equipment, net of accumulated depreciation
			

Total noncurrent assets

				Total assets

Accounts payable - suppliers

		 68.9 % Contributions
		 29.8 % Contributed goods/services
		 1.3 % Other income

TOTAL

224,847,683

221,498,205

Available for ministries

TOTAL

$303,584,517

Contributed goods and services

		

PERMANENTLY
RESTRICTED

14,001,323

$8,210,854

		

TEMPORARILY
RESTRICTED

$248,253,226

$8,539,982

Investments:

UNRESTRICTED

2016

Assessment against restricted contributions
Satisfaction of program and property restrictions
			Total reclassifications

19,193,289

(19,193,289)

—

—

—

399,571,928

(399,571,928)

—

—

—

418,765,217

(418,765,217)

—

—

—

119,462,053

—

—

119,462,053

112,756,746

59,527,962

—

—

59,527,962

43,805,972

45,401,110

—

—

45,401,110

35,749,139

266,615,897

—

—

266,615,897

281,279,919

Expenses:
Ministry expenses:

Total ministry expenses

7,509,588

—

—

7,509,588

6,960,897

33,044,733

—

—

33,044,733

30,854,466

3,233,591

—

—

3,233,591

2,892,734

534,794,934

—

—

534,794,934

514,299,873

Supporting activities:		

$17,786,062

$18,302,737

Accrued expenses

7,321,336

10,203,136

		

Fundraising

46,539,304

—

—

46,539,304

42,567,892

Current portion of planned giving program obligations

7,252,146

6,896,349

		

General and administrative

29,585,875

—

—

29,585,875

26,924,042

32,359,544

35,402,222

610,920,113

—

—

610,920,113

583,791,807

			

Total current liabilities

Noncurrent liabilities:
Planned giving program obligations
			

Total noncurrent liabilities

				Total liabilities

18,366,490

17,003,690

18,366,490

17,003,690

50,726,034

52,405,912

2017 EXPENSES
		 87.6 % Ministry
		 7.6 % Fund raising
		 4.8 % General and administrative

Net assets:

			

Total expenses

Increase in net assets

79,192,792

110,710,685

—

189,903,477

51,004,032

Net assets at beginning of year

248,003,316

188,570,493

1,007,009

437,580,818

386,576,786

Net assets at end of year

$327,196,108

$299,281,178

$1,007,009

$627,484,295

$437,580,818

Unrestricted:
		

Designated by governing board

		

Represented by property and equipment

8,210,854
127,120,175

		 General

185,807,496

112,672,287

			

327,196,108

248,003,316

299,281,178

188,570,493

Total unrestricted

Temporarily restricted
Permanently restricted
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8,539,982
132,848,630

				

Total net assets

				

Total liabilities and net assets

1,007,009

1,007,009

627,484,295

437,580,818

$678,210,329

$489,986,730

The Ministry receives significant contributions at year-end
due to program activity from projects such as Operation
Christmas Child and normal year-end giving from donors. As
a result, cash and investment balances are normally at their
highest levels at year-end. The cash and investment balances
are used as quickly as possible to support Ministry activity. If
you would like a complete audit report, please contact us.

Complete 2017 audited financial statements at samaritanspurse.org/financial.
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Board of Directors

Em er itus

STERLING CARROLL
President
Carroll Companies, Inc.
Boone, NC

FELIX MARTIN del CAMPO
D.D.S.
General Dentistry
Visalia, CA

MELVIN CHEATHAM M.D., FACS
Clinical Professor
Department of Neurosurgery
UCLA School of Medicine
Ventura, CA

MICHAEL CHEATHAM
M.D., FACS, FCCM
Chairman
Orlando Health Surgery Group
Orlando, FL

JAMES OLIVER
Senior Pastor
Bethlehem Baptist Church
Moore, SC

JAMES FURMAN
President
Tar Heel Capital Corporation
Boone, NC

FRANKLIN GRAHAM
President & CEO, Samaritan’s Purse
President & CEO, Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association
Boone, NC

BRIAN PAULS
President
PaulsCorp
Denver, CO

RICHARD FURMAN M.D., FACS
Retired Surgeon
Co-Founder, World Medical Mission
Boone, NC

MELVIN GRAHAM
President & CEO
Graham Enterprises
Charlotte, NC

PHYLLIS PAYNE
Vice President of
Corporate Affairs
Samaritan’s Purse
Boone, NC

GRAEME KEITH
Chairman
The Keith Corporation
Charlotte, NC

ROY GRAHAM
Director of Donor Relations
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association
Charlotte, NC

JERRY PREVO D.DIV
Senior Pastor
Anchorage Baptist Temple
Anchorage, AK

MIKE HARWOOD
CEO
TLH Enterprises, Inc.
Corsicana, TX

PAUL SABER
President & CEO
Manna Development Group LLC
Encinitas, CA

SKIP HEITZIG
Senior Pastor
Calvary Albuquerque
Albuquerque, NM

JOHN SCOTT
Senior Vice President
Credit Advisor, Private Wealth
Management, SunTrust Bank
Charlotte, NC

I N

“

B I L LY G RA H AM

M EM ORIAM

“ B L E S S E D A R E T H E D E A D W H O D I E I N T H E L O R D … T H AT T H E Y MAY
R E S T F RO M T H E I R L AB O R S , A N D T H E I R WO R K S F O L L OW T H E M .”

THOMAS HODGES
Executive Vice President, Private Wealth
Management Div. Executive
SunTrust Bank
Charlotte, NC
DOUGLAS HORNE
President
Horne Properties, Inc.
Knoxville, TN
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ROBERT SHANK
Founder & CEO
The Master’s Program
Newport Beach, CA

— R E V E L AT I O N 1 4 : 1 3

Ross Rhoads
1932—2017

Ross Rhoads served 34 years on the
Samaritan’s Purse Board of Directors and
22 years as pastor of Calvary Church in
Charlotte—which collected the first shoebox

BOARD OFFICERS
Franklin Graham, Chairman
Brian Pauls, Vice Chairman
Sterling Carroll, Treasurer
James Furman, Assistant Treasurer
Phyllis Payne, Secretary
Donna Pierce, Assistant Secretary

gifts for Operation Christmas Child.
Ross and his wife Carol led the first shoebox
distributions in Bosnia and became global
ambassadors for the project.
“Well done, good and faithful servant”
(Matthew 25:21).

Helping Hurricane Andrew victims
with Franklin Graham in Florida, 1992
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