
 

 

 

INTRODUCING…2014 OCC TEAM GUYANA! 

Abigail Brownwell 
Hi, I'm Abigail Brownwell.  I have lived in Crockett, 

Texas for 15 years. I am homeschooled, so I attend 
the Brownwell Academy.  I am the third eldest 

out of the Brownwell kids.  My home church is 
Grace Bible in Grapeland, Texas.  I enjoy video 
games, days when everybody is outside, 
animals, movies, listening to music, singing, 
riding horses when I can, playing card games, 
learning new card games, and making new 
friends.  My hobbies include woodburning, 
writting, cooking, projects, playing pool, 
make-believe stories with my siblings, and 
spending time with my family and friends. I'm 

so excited to see what God is going to do 
through this trip.  Both my mom and older sister 

have been on one of these distributions, so you 
can imagine my excitement to experience one for 

myself, living out a family legacy.  I can't wait to meet 
everyone.  I'll see ya'll when I see ya'll. 

  

 

     Hannah Damron 

I live in the Pacific Northwest - where it rains, 
a lot! I prefer the sunshine where my 
grandparents live - in Hawaii! I have been 
volunteering on the year-round team for 3 
years, and I've been packing shoeboxes for as 
long as I can remember. I enjoy singing, playing 
the guitar, and leading my church's youth 
worship team. I have an older sister and two 
older brothers. My amazing parents have been 
happily married for 30 years. I am so excited about 
our trip to Guyana. 
 



 

 

Joshua McCarty 

 
Hi my name is Joshua McCarty. I am 17 years 
old and I am in 11th grade. I live with my 
parents and younger brother in Selden, New 
York, which is on Long island. I enjoy 
building things, making videos, doing Tae 
Kwon Do , and working with OCC. I can't 
wait to see what God will do in Guyana this 

summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Amanda Jones 

Hi! My name is Amanda Jones. I am 20 years old and I 
am about to begin my junior year of college at 
Oklahoma State University. I grew up in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, with my amazing mom, wonderful dad 
and two beautiful, younger sisters. I started 
making shoe boxes at about 4 years old and 
continued making them all the way through high 
school. Before I left for college, I made the 
decision to be a relay center coordinator in my 
college town. It has been so exciting to see the 
Lord work in my life through Operation 
Christmas Child. I have a passion for serving 
others and talking to just about anyone. I can’t 
wait to see what he has in store for this summer in 
Guyana!! 

 

I’m in the middle! 

 



 

 

                     Sarah Kirk 

My name is Sarah Kirk and I'm 16 years old. I live in 
Livingston, Montana with my parents and my 
sister Hope, who is 15. We are both home 
schooled. I finish 12th grade this spring and my 
sister is in 9th grade. I love to play the piano 
and pack shoe boxes. I started taking lessons 
when I was 7 and I play for church sometimes. 
I have been involved with Operation 
Christmas Child since 2007. Our family had 
discussed the fact that there were less 
fortunate children in the world and we 

wanted to help them. When we heard about 
Operation Christmas Child at church, we 

decided to help that way. I am excited to see how 
God will work in Guyana.  

 

 

           
Lauren Longenecker 
Hello team! My name is Lauren Longenecker, and I 
am from Lancaster, Pennsylvania. I am the middle 
child of three, and live with my parents, older 
brother Mark, who attends Grove City College, 
and younger sixth grade sister, Alyssa. I am a 
senior in high school, and I am very excited to 
be attending Liberty University this fall to 
major in nursing and Spanish! I have swum 
competitively since I was five years old, and I 
love camping, hiking, traveling, spending time 
with friends and family, and being involved 
with my church, school, and community. Last 
summer I had the opportunity to be a camp 
counselor at an elementary overnight Bible camp, 
run by my church. I had an awesome experience and 
hope to return this summer. I am SUPER passionate about 
Operation Christmas Child, and I can not wait to see what God has in store this summer in 
Guyana!! I am so excited to meet everyone in a few months! 



 
 

 

                            Kelsey Kendrick 

      Hey guys! My name is Kelsey Kendrick & I'm 
going to be a senior at Boyle County High 
School. I am involved in FFA and have served 
as the chaplin & reporter.  I am very involved 
in OCC in my area, and currently serve on 
the Media Relations team.  I have 2 brothers, 
one who is 19 and the other, who was 
adopted from Kazakhstan, is 11. I plan on 

attending the University of Mobile to major in 
psychology and minor in international studies. I 

can't wait to meet you all and serve our Lord & 
Savior in Guyana! 

 

 

         

  

         Carl Upton 

Hey guys/girls, my name is Carl Upton. I live in 
Jackson, MS. I am 17 and currently a junior at 
Jackson Prep. I am the oldest of 4 boys (Joseph 
15, Russ 11, Will 9). I enjoy any and all sport, but 
especially football and basketball. Some of my 
other hobbies are Ultimate Frisbee, rock 
climbing, youth group, and camping. I have 
known Christ since an early age because of my 
family being involved in the church. But the 
depth of my sin and the magnitude of the 
grace/mercy of Jesus Christ did not really make 
sense to me till I was in 6th grade. I look forward 
to meeting all of you and sharing in this incredible 
experience. 



 
 

 

                Lindsay Vanderwey 

Hi! My name is Lindsay Vanderwey, and I am 16 
years old. Although I am originally from West 
Palm Beach, FL, I will be moving to Landrum, 
SC, at the end of May (Landrum is near 
Greenville.) This is going to be a big change. I 
enjoy swimming, reading, singing, playing 
piano, and spending time with my family. I am 
part of a family of four which includes 

myself, my parents, and my brother Aaron. 
There is a picture of us below. (I'm on the far 

left.) I am really looking forward to going on this 
trip with all of you and can't wait to meet you! 

 

           Joey O’Brien  

 Hello, my name is Joey O'Brien. I am a 16 year old Sophomore at Maine South High School in 
Park Ridge, IL (Chicago area). I have been involved with OCC since I was young. My extended 
family sometimes packed shoeboxes with us, and I thought it was cool that we could help people 
in need. But I didn't realize just how amazing OCC was until my 
mom helped start a relay center at our church about 4 
years ago. Since then I have been involved in 
shoebox collection from around our area, and I 
get to see first hand, as I'm sure many of you do 
too, just how many shoeboxes we get, even just 
from a small area. Every year I make an OCC 
promo video that we play at our church 
leading up to the event, and I have a lot of 
fun with that. My hobbies are making videos, 
recording and producing music, and fixing and 
messing around with computers and 
technology. I also love playing the guitar, bass, 
and listening to music. I do audio and media at 
my church, and have been doing so since I was 8. I 
recently started playing the bass there too. I'm very 
excited to meet all of you and I can't wait to see how 
God will use us in Guyana!!!      



 

 

      Madison Miller 

Hello everyone! My name is Madison, I am 18 years 
old, and I am from Ohio. I really enjoy any form of 

art or creativity, cooking, reading, exercising, and 
skiing. Also, I spend a lot my time with my family 
and friends - they are super important to me! I 
love working with kids so much, whether it's 
helping with a church event, tutoring, or 
babysitting. Words can't express how excited I 
am to see God move through the group in 
Guyana this summer! I never imagined I would be 
given such an amazing opportunity!! I am 

ecstatic to teach the children about God and see 
the overwhelming joy on their faces from the 

power of a simple gift! 
 

               

             

                  Lauren Rowley 

My name is Lauren Rowley and I'm 16 years old (17 when we go on the trip). I live in Urbandale, 
Iowa, and I'm currently finishing up my junior year at Des Moines Christian high school. I live with 
my mom and my dad, and my dog Riley. I have an older 
brother Josh, who is 18 and goes to Wheaton college 
in Chicago (Fun fact: Josh went on the OCC spy 
trip two years ago to Mongolia!). I'm involved in 
competitive cheerleading (2x state champs! 
Woohoo!), show choir, track, and theater at 
my school. I also am very involved with my 
church youth group, and work at LifeTime 
Athletic. I enjoy spending time with my 
friends, performing, debating almost anything, 
running, shopping, traveling with my family, 
laughing, smiling, and most of all loving Jesus! I 
can't wait to meet all of you (and make 19 new 
friends!!) and see what God does through us in 
Guyana! I'll be praying for each and every one of you as 
we all prepare for our journey! 



 
 

 

Tatiana Woods 

Hi my name is Tatiana Woods I am 19 years old 
and I was adopted by my parents nearly ten 
years ago from Russia. While I was in a Russian 
orphanage I was blessed to receive an OCC 
shoe box gift. At the time I had no idea where 
my box came from or who sent it but I was 
truly grateful to receive it. Three years after I 
was adopted I was asked to pack a box for 

needy kids. When I saw the box I immediately 
recongnized the box it was the exact same box 

that I had received when I was in Russia. I was so 
excited about finding the box and knowing that I 

could touch a child the same way I had been touched. I have 
been involved with OCC ever since by packing boxes, helping at collection 
centers as well as processing centers, and I have even been blessed to be a regional spokes person 
for OCC in Texas and Louisianna. This is a dream come true for me to go on this trip I am 
excited to see what God has in store for all or us on this “great journey”. 

 

 

 

 

Eden Gardner 

Hi!  My name is Eden Gardner and I'm 17.  I live 
in Hurley, Mississippi, which is a small town 
just across the Alabama state line.  I have two 
sisters, Hope & Hailey, and we attend Wade 
Baptist Church where we are very active in 
the youth dept.  I love meeting new people and 
I love to laugh which is easy with my bubbly 
personality.  I'm looking forward to meeting all of 
you and experiencing what God has in store.   

 



 

 

Victoria Pait 

Hello everyone! My name is Victoria Pait and I 
am very excited to share in this opportunity with 
each one of you. I am nineteen years old and the 
eldest of four children. My family and I have been 
participating in OCC for as long as I can remember 
and it has been such a blessing to be a part of. My 
absolute favorite thing to do in my free time from 
school is play, listen to, or compose music. I play 

the piano and guitar and sing in a band that leads 
our worship service on Sunday mornings for church. 

Music is my greatest passion, but I also enjoy drawing 
and reading. I am currently enrolled at a local community 

college in my little hometown of Bladenboro, North Carolina. I 
will be transferring this fall to North Greenville University in South Carolina to pursue a clinical 
biology degree and hopefully go on to Med school to become an OB/GYN. I cannot wait to meet 
everyone and be a part of this experience! 

 

 

 

Laurel Tyree 

Hey! I’m Laurel and I’m a high school senior in 
Knoxville, TN planning to graduate this May and 
then attend the University of Tennessee 
Knoxville this fall. I’ve always loved being able 
to express myself through art, so I plan to 
study Graphic Design in college.  I’m the 
youngest of four and my oldest sister had the 
opportunity to travel to Ecuador with the SPY 
team a few years ago; so I’m definitely looking 
forward to this experience to see what God 
has in store for our group. I can’t wait to meet 
all of you guys in July! 



 

 

Katie Zimmerman 

Hey Y’all! I’m Katie Zimmerman, the third of 
four daughters. I live in Mason OH, and attend 
William Mason High School, I am 17 years old. I 
love to run, and am on our cross country team. 
If I’m not running, training, or at school I’m 
most likely reading, singing, or eating. I am an 
alto in our Honors Concert Choir and sing on a 
worship team at my church, and enjoy every 

minute of both. My two favorite books are The 
Hiding Place by Corrie ten Boom and The Help by 

Kathryn Stockett, following close behind, any book 
by Louisa May Alcott. My favorite food is rice, but I’ll 

eat anything!  One of my extra circular activities is NHS 
(National Honors Society) where I get to involve my school in 

OCC and work with Special Needs students. I can’t wait to meet all of you and experience this 
life changing trip, for both us and those we encounter. “Therefore, since we are surrounded by 
such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles, and let us run the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the Author 
and Perfector of our faith.” ~Hebrews 12:1-2 

 

 

Talitha Everett 

Hi my name is Talitha Mercy Everett. I go to a 
church called CALVARY and I have been 
attending the church since the start. I went 
on my first and second mission trip to Costa 
Rica because of that church. I have been 
participating in Operation Christmas Child 
since I was four years old and I am now leading 
the ministry on my own. My favorite color is 
green, it's been my favorite color since I was 
born. One of my favorite things to do is write. I 
really enjoy public speaking but I'm actually a 
pretty quiet person. I can talk to anyone and start 
conversation about anything. I live in Miami, Florida 
but I only really enjoy it here when it is spring.  
 



 

 

 

          Aspen Robinson 

Hey guys, I'm Aspen Robinson. I am 16 years old, 
(will be 17 on May 3rd!) and I am a junior at 
ThunderRidge High school. I live in Littleton, 
Colorado in a smaller town called Roxborough. 
I basically live on the hills to the start of the 
Rocky Mountains. I am a girl that loves the 
heat and the beach. I am the daughter of 

James and Melanie and I have 5 siblings, 
Dakota(studying abroad in Singapore but attends 

the University of Hawaii and is married to Carter), 
Ridge(Attending at Coastal Carolina), Sage (Senior in 

high school), ME, Journee(Freshman in high school), 
River(6th grade; homeschooled). We also have a 1 year old St. 

Bernard named Basil. Soccer is a big part of my life. I have played since I was 3 years old. I am on a 
club team called Rush. One of my greatest memories with my team was the summer of 2012 when 
my team won Nationals. Even though I am a junior I have already committed to play soccer at 
John Brown University. I am a peer counselor at school, meaning I have 4 students that I have 
been working with over the last semester to improve their learning and organizational skills and 
help them through anything else that may come up. I really enjoy working with people, specifically 
kids, so I am SO excited for this trip. I have been to more than half of the U.S on soccer trips 
but this will be my first time out of the country. I am so thankful that God has presented this 
opportunity to me and I am super excited to meet the other people that I will be able to 
experience this trip with.  

 

 

Marian Tsang 

Hello everyone! My name is Marian Tsang and I 
am 19 years old, the youngest of 3 in my family, 
born and raised in California, and currently in 
my sophomore year of college. A few of my 
interests are: music, books, theatre, speech and 
debate. OCC has been a part of my life since I 
was a little girl and I am so thrilled to be going 
on this mission trip with all of you!!! 


