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God’s Great Gift
Hi, I’m Sam. I am an airplane with one of 
the best jobs in the world. I travel all around 
the world and meet many children. I go on 
journeys to hot climates and cold mountains. 
I travel to islands and visit big cities and small 
villages. It’s great!

I love traveling to different places, but there is 
an even more exciting journey to go on. It is 
the journey of discovering God’s great gift. You 
will need to keep reading to find out about 
God’s great gift. 

Right now people all over the world are 
finding out about Jesus and following what He 
has to say. So let’s find out more!

About this book

This book has many different Bible 
stories, which tell us about God’s 
people and how you can become 
God’s friend. The Bible will help you 
on your journey; it is God’s message 
to us. It is full of true stories that 
teach more about who God is and 
how much He loves you.

In each section you will find four 
stories from the Bible. There are 
Bible verses to learn, questions to 
answer, and activities to do. You may 
do some of the activities with your 
leader or you may do them at home 
on your own.

Read on!
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1The Great Creator
 God’s Great Gift

Is there someone who knows you 
really well? I have a mechanic 
who knows all about the different 
parts that make me fly. He knows 
everything about me and how I was 
made. Maybe sometimes you feel like 
no one really knows you at all. You 
may feel alone. 

But God knows you. He knows 
everything about you because He 
made you. 

God existed before anything else. 
He has always existed. He has no 
beginning and no end. We can 

learn a lot about God by what He 
has made. We can see God’s great 
power by looking at what he has 
made.  He made the whole universe, 
Earth and everything in it.  He made 
the mountains, the seas, the forests, 
rivers and even all of the people.

The Bible tells us His wonderful story 
and how we are an important part 
of that story. Let’s read about it in 
Genesis 1:1-2:2.
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Day 1

Day 2

In the beginning, God created 
the heavens and the earth. The 
earth didn’t have any shape. 
And it was empty. Darkness was 
over the surface of the ocean. 
At that time, the ocean covered 
the earth. The Spirit of God was 
hovering over the waters.

God said, “Let there be light.” 
And there was light. God saw 
that the light was good. He 
separated the light from the 
darkness. God called the light 
“day.” He called the darkness 
“night.”

Genesis 1:1-5a

God said, “Let there be a huge 
space between the waters. Let it 
separate water from water.” And 
that’s exactly what happened. 
God called the huge space “sky.”

Genesis1:6-7a, 8a
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Day 3

Day 4

God said, “Let the water 
under the sky be gathered 
into one place. Let dry ground 
appear.” And that’s exactly 
what happened. God called the 
dry ground “land.” He called 
the waters that were gathered 
together “oceans.” And God saw 
that it was good. Then God said, 
“Let the land produce plants. 
Let them bear their own seeds. 
And let there be trees on the 
land that bear fruit with seeds 
in it. Let each kind of plant 
or tree have its own kind of 
seeds.” And that’s exactly what 
happened. God saw that it was 
good.

Genesis 1:9-11,12b

God said, “Let there be lights in 
the huge space of the sky. Let 
them separate the day from the 
night. Let them serve as signs 
to mark off the seasons and the 
days and the years. Let them 
serve as lights in the huge space 
of the sky to give light on the 
earth.” And that’s exactly what 
happened. God saw that it was 
good.

Genesis 1:14-15,18b
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Day 5

Day 6

God said, “Let the waters be 
filled with living things. Let 
birds fly above the earth across 
the huge space of the sky.” And 
God saw that it was good. God 
blessed them. He said, “Have 
little ones and increase your 
numbers. Fill the water in the 
oceans. Let there be more and 
more birds on the earth.”

Genesis 1:20, 21b-22

God said, “Let the land produce all kinds of living creatures”. And 
that’s exactly what happened. God made all kinds of wild animals. And 
God saw that it was good.

Then God said, “Let us make man in our likeness”. So God created 
man in his own likeness. God blessed them. He said to them, “Have 
children and increase your numbers. Fill the earth and bring it under 
your control. Rule over the fish in the waters and the birds of the air. 
Rule over every living creature that moves on the ground.” God saw 
everything he had made. And it was very good.

Genesis 1:24a, 25, 26a, 27a, 28, 31a
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Day 7

God spoke and the world was 
created. How amazing! Only 
God has the power to do that!

God had finished the work 
he had been doing. So on the 
seventh day he rested from all 
of his work.

Genesis 2:2b
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People are unique. Out of all the creatures God made, humans are the only ones made 
like Him—in HIS IMAGE. We are loved by Him. God made us like Him to have a special 
friendship with Him forever. Our part of the friendship is to honor and love God. 
The story of creation helps us understand that God is creative and made everything 
on purpose.

Toucan Kangaroo Elephant Angel Fish Turtle

63

DRAWING 

Draw something from Day 3 in the first box and something from Day 6 in the second box.

COLLECT 

Find something beautiful from nature like a beautiful leaf or flower. Now, with paper and pencil, 
draw or make a rubbing of the object so  an impression is left on the paper. You may cut around the 
edge carefully with scissors. You will collect different items for stories 2, 3 and 4. Remember 
that the same God who created you also created the marvelous world we live in.

AMAZING ANIMALS

Think of as many different animals or plants as you can. Are there mountains or seas near 
where you live? Are there forests or deserts?

God made all these things you can think of, and even more! Look at some of these 
interesting creatures from around the world. Draw in the empty box the most interesting 
animal you have ever seen.
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We are special to God. The Bible tells us 
that God sees into our hearts and knows 
everything about us. You can read about it 
in Psalm 139:2-6 here:

You know when I sit down and when I get up. 
You know what I’m thinking even though you 
are far away.

You know when I go out to work and when I 
come back home. 
You know exactly how I live.

Lord, even before I speak a word, 
you know all about it.

You are all around me. You are behind me and 
in front of me. You hold me in your power.

I’m amazed at how well you know me. 
It’s more than I can understand.

So God created man in his own likeness. 
Genesis 1:27

Find a mirror or something shiny and look at 
yourself as you say the verse. Do it until you 
remember the verse.

Dear God, 
Thank you that you have made an 
amazing world. Thank you that you made 
people, including me, and that we are so 
important to you. Thank you for loving 
me and caring about me. Help us to 
remember that you made everything and 
are in charge of everything. Amen.

• God is always with you and will always love you. True or false?
• What does God know about you?

• How does reading the psalm make you feel—about you, about God?

That’s how much God loves you. You were planned by God; you were not a mistake. 
He knows you and loves you. You are very valuable to Him.

Remember
• God created this amazing 

world.

• God made us to know Him 
and follow Him.

• God loves us and we are 
precious to Him.

PSALM 139:2-6

MEMORY VERSE

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT

TALKING TO GOD
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2The Greatest Problem
 God’s Great Gift

What are some of the choices you 
have had to make? Do you ever make 
bad choices?

One day I was coming in to land at 
an airport. I had important rules 
to follow to keep everyone safe. 
However I wanted to fly past the big 
planes to show off. I disobeyed the 
rules. When I came in to land, I was 
going too fast and I collided with 
another airplane leaving a big 
scratch on its side. I quickly hid 
behind a building so no one would 
know what I had done wrong. I didn’t 
know whether to keep it a secret. I 
had a choice. In the end I made the 
wrong choice. When the boss of the 
airport found out, I was told I had 
to leave and I could never use that 
airport again.

In this story the first people, Adam 
and Eve, faced a choice too. Would 
they listen to God and obey Him?

You can find this story in Genesis 
2:15-3:24.
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The LORD God placed the 
man in the Garden of Eden to 
tend and watch over it. But the 
LORD God warned him, “You 
may freely eat the fruit of every 
tree in the garden—except the 
tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil. If you eat its fruit, you 
are sure to die.”

Genesis 2:15-17

The Lord God said, “It is not 
good for the man to be alone. 
I will make a helper who is just 
right for him.” So the Lord 
God caused him to fall into a 
deep sleep.

He made the woman from the man, 
so that they would both be in God’s 
image. They were named Adam 
and Eve.

Genesis 2:18, 21a

The 
Garden of Eden

The name for the place where 
Adam lived.
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Satan, God’s enemy disguised as 
a serpent, wanted to deceive Adam 
and Eve.

The serpent said to the woman, 
“Did God really say, ‘You must 
not eat the fruit of any tree that 
is in the garden’?” 

The woman said to the serpent, 
“We can eat the fruit of the 
trees that are in the garden. But 
God did say, ‘You must not eat 
the fruit of the tree that is in 
the middle of the garden. Do 
not even touch it. If you do, you 
will die.’”

“You can be sure that you won’t 
die,” the serpent said to the 
woman. “God knows that when 
you eat the fruit of that tree, 
you will know things you have 
never known before. You will 
be able to tell the difference 
between good and evil. You will 
be like God.”

Genesis 3:1b-5

Satan

Satan is evil and he hates God. 
He wants to prevent people from 

trusting and obeying God. Satan destroys 
people’s lives. He is not only God’s enemy, 

but our enemy too.
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Eve wanted to know everything God 
knows. She and Adam both ate the 
fruit. Suddenly they were ashamed 
and hid from God. God found them 
and asked:

“Have you eaten the fruit of 
the tree I commanded you not 
to eat?” 

The man said, “It was the 
woman you put here with me. 
She gave me some fruit from 
the tree. And I ate it.” 

Then the Lord God said to the 
woman, “What have you done?” 

The woman said, “The serpent 
tricked me. That’s why I ate 
the fruit.”

Genesis 3:11b-13
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Our greatest problem is sin. So what is 
sin? It is anything we do, say, or even 
think that is wrong and against God’s 
way. The Bible teaches us that we all sin. 
Sin separates us from God. It has the 
awful power to destroy lives and mess 
up what God created. God takes sin 
seriously because sin is terrible and God 
is completely good. The punishment for 
sin is death and to be separated from God 
and everything good forever. The Bible 
calls this place Hell.

God cursed the serpent and 
punished the woman and the 
man. The woman would have 
painful child-bearing and it would 
be difficult for the man to work 
the land for food. They would 
eventually die and return to the 
dust they were made from.

The Lord God said, “The man 
has become like one of us. He 
can now tell the difference 
between good and evil. He must 
not be allowed to reach out his 
hand and pick fruit from the 
tree of life and eat it. If he does, 
he will live forever.” So the Lord 
God drove the man out of the 
Garden of Eden. 

Genesis 3:22-23a
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• Adam and Eve obeyed God. True or false?
• What happened to them?

• Describe a time when you ignored the right thing to do?

There is nothing we can do ourselves to repair our sin problem. We can never be good 
enough by ourselves. But God has made a way for us to be with Him again.

Adam and Eve showed us that from the very beginning people have disobeyed God. 
Thankfully the story doesn’t end here with Adam and Eve. God had a plan to save us 
and let us be with Him forever. The Bible tells us that although we sin and ignore God, 
He still loves us and gives us a solution for our sin problem. It tells us how we can trust, 
obey, and live forever with God. There is nothing more important than this.   
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QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT

FIND WHAT’S WRONG

Look at the picture and circle all the things wrong with it. List some of the ways that you see 
sin messing up the world around you.



Find a way through this maze to ‘God’s way’. 
Beware because sin is at every dead-end.

When you sin, the pay you get is death. 
But God gives you the gift of eternal life 
because of what Christ Jesus our Lord has 
done. Romans 6:23

Learn the verse by saying just the first word, 
then the first and second word, then the first, 
second and third…and so on until you get right 
to the end. Say it aloud.

God’s plan to solve our sin problem 
was to send His Son to earth. In the next 
lesson you can read about how 
this happened.

Remember
• Everybody sins.

• Sin stops us from knowing 
God and following Him.

• God loves us even though 
we sin.

• We can’t solve our sin 
problem without God.

START
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MAZE

MEMORY VERSE TALKING TO GOD

Dear God, 
Thank you that you love us. I am sorry for 
all the things I have said and done and 
thought that are against your ways. Thank 
you for being perfect and thank you that 
you still love us even when we don’t live 
your way. Amen.

COLLECT
Make a list of some of the wrong things people 
do that don’t please God. Write them on a piece 
of paper. Fold up the paper and put it in your 
special place where you kept the beautiful thing 
from nature last week. 
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3The Great Savior
 God’s Great Gift

Have you ever been in so much 
trouble that you thought you could 
die? If you haven’t, then imagine 
what it would be like. Maybe you are 
caught in flood waters or have to 
hide under a tree in a huge storm. 
While you are wondering what to 
do and thinking that this might be 
the end, you see someone stronger 
and wiser than you who can help. 
You hope they will see you. You call 
out to them and wait for them to 
find you and they do. Instead of 
feeling despair and worry, you are 
now hopeful. They will save you! You 
know they will!

In Story 2 we learned about 
the problem of sin and that the 
punishment we deserve for sin is 
death and separation from God. God 
had promised that He would solve 
the problem so we could be friends 
with Him again. For a long time 
people did not know how God would 
do this. Would He send a warrior 
to lead an army or send a rich and 

powerful king? God had a perfect 
plan though. His plan was to send His 
Son to save us from the punishment 
for sin. Let’s read the story and find 
out more! The different parts of this 
story can be found in Matthew 1:18-
25 and Luke 2:1-20.

God loved the world so much that he 
gave his one and only Son. Anyone 
who believes in him will not die but 
will have eternal life. John 3:16

People all around the world have 
learned these words from the Bible 
and say it in their own language. As 
you say it aloud think of all the people 
from other places who are loved by God. 
People in Asia, Africa, Europe, the 
Americas and the Pacific - everywhere!

MEMORY VERSE
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Angel

In the Bible God has 
sometimes used angels to deliver 

messages to His people.

The 
Holy Spirit

We first read about the Spirit in the 
creation story on page 4. We experience 
God in three ways; God the Father, Jesus 

the Son and The Holy Spirit. Together, they 
are all one God! The Holy Spirit helps us 
to know God and helps people who have 

decided to live God’s way.

This is how the birth of Jesus 
Christ came about. His mother 
Mary and Joseph had promised 
to get married. But before 
they started to live together, it 
became clear that she was going 
to have a baby. She became 
pregnant by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Matthew 1:18

Joseph was thinking about what he 
should do when an angel visited 
him and told him that Mary was 
going to give birth to a special boy. 
The angel said the baby would be 
the one who would save people from 
their sins and should be called 
Jesus. Joseph was obedient and 
married Mary. 



.
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While Joseph and Mary were 
there, the time came for the 
child to be born. She gave 
birth to her first baby. It was a 
boy. She wrapped him in large 
strips of cloth. Then she placed 
him in a manger. There was 
no room for them in the inn. 
And Joseph gave him the name 
Jesus. 

All of this took place to bring 
about what the Lord had said 
would happen, through His 
prophets. 

Luke 2:6-7, Matt 1:25b, 22a

Manger

 It is a container to hold food 
for animals.

Prophets

The arrival of Jesus had been 
promised by God long before Jesus 
was born. God told his promises to 
people called prophets. They wrote 

about the arrival of Jesus hundreds of 
years before he came. 
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There were shepherds living 
out in the fields nearby. It was 
night, and they were looking 
after their sheep. An angel of 
the Lord appeared to them. 
And the glory of the Lord 
shone around them. They were 
terrified. But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 
you good news of great joy. It 
is for all the people. Today in 
the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you. He is Christ 
the Lord. Here is how you will 
know I am telling you the truth. 
You will find a baby wrapped 
in strips of cloth and lying in a 
manger.”

The shepherd hurried to the village 
and found Jesus and His parents 
just as the angels had said. They 
went and told everyone.

Luke 2:8-12

Christ 
the Lord

Another name used for Jesus, which 
meant the promised Savior. The Savior 
is the one who God promised would 

save people from sin and restore their 
friendship with God. Jesus is the greatest 

gift we could ever receive. 
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Jesus became wiser and 
stronger. He also became more 
and more pleasing to God and 
to people.

When Jesus was 30 years old, He 
began to travel from town to town 
to show people that He was God’s 
Son sent to save people from their 
sin. He spent His life sharing God’s 
love with others. Jesus healed the 
sick, had power over storms, taught 
thousands of people God’s ways, 
forgave people their sins, and 
even brought some dead people back 
to life.

People who met Jesus said: “We 
know that this man really is the 
Savior of the world.”

Luke 2:52; John 4:42b
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QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT

• The angels told the shepherds not to be afraid. True or false?
• What special things happened at the time of Jesus’ birth?

• What promise did Jesus fulfill?

The Bible tells us that Jesus is God and was with God when God created everything. Jesus 
was both God and man. He is the best gift we will ever get!

Jesus coming to earth is God’s solution for our sin problem. This is why Jesus is 
sometimes called “Savior”—it means He came to save us from our sin.

JESUS’ LIFE

When Jesus grew up He taught many things about God and performed miracles. He 
showed what a real friendship with God looks like. He taught us how to trust God and 
obey Him. Jesus lived life just like we do: He was happy, He was sad, He played and 
He worked. He knows exactly what we go through in our lives. Except for one big 
difference—He never sinned, not once. He lived a perfect life. During Jesus’ life He 
showed us in many ways that He is God.

Here are pictures of some of the things Jesus did during his lifetime. Match what Jesus did with the 
picture and color them. When you have a Bible, find these stories of Jesus and read them yourself:

Jesus walks on water and calms 
the storm (Matthew 14:22-33)

Jesus brings a girl back to life 
(Luke 8:40-42, 49-56)

Jesus teaches wisely 
(Matthew 5:1-12)

Jesus heals people 
(Matthew 8: 14-17)
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Jesus came so that we could be God’s 
friends. God had a perfect plan and 
Jesus followed it. In the next story, we 
find out two more things Jesus came to 
do… let’s keep reading!

Christ Messiah

Son of God

Son of Man

Lamb of GodSavior

Remember
• Jesus is fully God and 

fully human.

• God promised Jesus would 
come many generations 
before He was born.

• Jesus lived a sinless life.

• Jesus’ life was difficult so 
He understands all the 
difficulties we have.

JESUS HAS MANY NAMES

Here are a few of the ways the Bible describes Jesus.

COLLECT 

Collect something small and precious this week to help you remember that the most precious gift 
came as a small baby—Jesus. You could find a small bead, a lovely stone, or make something small 
and precious from what you have.

TALKING TO GOD

Dear God, 
Thank you for loving me and sending Jesus to save me. Thank you that Jesus showed us 
what You are like. Help us remember that He is your special gift to us. Amen.
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4The Greatest Friend
 God’s Great Gift
We have all done the wrong thing 
before and know what it is like to be 
punished for it. We don’t like to be 
punished, but deep down we know we 
probably deserve it. What if someone 
else said that they would take the 
punishment for us? We would escape 
the pain and they would get what 
we deserved. It doesn’t happen very 
often. Only a great friend would offer 
to do this.

The good news is that you have the 
greatest friend! His name is Jesus. 
Read this story from the Bible to find 
out what He did for you. He came to 
earth because He loves you.

Large crowds followed Jesus 
everywhere because He taught with 
great wisdom and healed many 
people. At this time Jesus predicted 
that He would be killed, but would 
come back to life after 3 days. The 
religious leaders of the time grew 
jealous and wanted to stop Him so 

they arrested Him even though he 
had done nothing wrong. The crowd, 
who had been praising Jesus just a 
week before, now demanded that He 
be killed.

Was Jesus going to die? What about 
God’s plan to solve our sin problem 
through Jesus? Let’s read on in the 
story and see how God’s great plan 
works out! God is always in control. 
You can find this story in Matthew 27 
and 28.
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The order had been given 
for Jesus to be killed

Some soldiers took Jesus to their 
headquarters. They beat Him and 
made fun of Him by dressing Him 
as a king.

After they had made fun of him, 
they took off the robe. They put 
his own clothes back on him. 
Then they led him away to nail 
him to a cross.

After this they nailed Him to 
the cross.

Matthew 27:31
Nailed 

to cross

This was a very painful way Roman 
authorities killed criminals. 
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Jesus’ body was placed in a tomb 
carved out of rock. Then a large 
stone was rolled across the entrance. 
Guards were put at the entrance 
to prevent Jesus’ body from being 
stolen.

What is going on? How can our sin 
problem be solved if Jesus is dead? 
Don’t worry; this was all a part of 
God’s big plan. The story continues, 
so let’s keep reading!

From noon until three o’clock, 
the whole land was covered 
with darkness. About three 
o’clock, Jesus cried out in a 
loud voice. He said, “Eloi, Eloi, 
lama sabachthani?” This means 
“My God, my God, why have you 
deserted me?”—(Psalm 22:1)

Then Jesus shouted out again, 
and He died. At that moment the 
earth shook. The rocks split. Tombs 
broke open.

The Roman commander and 
those guarding Jesus saw the 
earthquake and all that had 
happened. They were terrified. 
They exclaimed, “He was surely 
the Son of God!”

Matthew 27:45-46, 51-52a, 54
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Heaven

Heaven has no sin and nothing 
bad. If we trust in Jesus to forgive 

our sin, we can be with Him in heaven 
forever (after we die).

Three days later, as the new day was 
dawning, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary went to look at 
the tomb. There was a powerful 
earthquake. An angel of the 
Lord came down from heaven. 
The angel went to the tomb. 
He rolled back the stone and 
sat on it. 

The angel said to the women, 
“Don’t be afraid. I know that 
you are looking for Jesus, who 
was crucified. He is not here! 
He has risen, just as he said 
he would! Come and see the 
place where he was lying. Go 
quickly! Tell his disciples, ‘He 
has risen from the dead. He is 
going ahead of you into Galilee. 
There you will see him.’ Now I 
have told you.”

Matthew 28:1b-2,5-7

While the women were running to 
tell others the Good News, they met 
Jesus and fell at His feet to worship 
Him. They were full of joy and 
excitement because He was alive.



Jesus is alive today!

We have hope in this life that we will 
live with Him forever. After Jesus came 
back to life more than 500 people saw 
Him, talked with Him and ate with 
Him. He then went to be with God 
in Heaven. He is still there today. He 
promised that one day He will return 
for everyone who believes in Him. 
The truth about these events has been 
written in the Bible. 

Some time later some of the disciples 
had seen Jesus and told Thomas. 
Thomas said he would not believe 
that Jesus had been raised back to 
life unless he could see Jesus alive 
again and also touch His wounds 
from where He was crucified. A few 
days later Jesus met with Thomas 
and the other disciples. Jesus 
invited Thomas to touch Him so 
that Thomas would know that Jesus 
was really alive. At that moment 
Thomas realized Jesus was God.

Then Jesus told him, “Because 
you have seen me, you have 
believed. Blessed are those who 
have not seen me but still have 
believed.”

John 20:29

Disciples

Special friends of Jesus who 
followed Him. These disciples 
chose to trust and obey Jesus 

because he is God’s Son.

28



Jesus is alive now and can forgive our sin. If we believe in Jesus it means we can be friends 
with God and can spend forever with Him in Heaven. This is great news! It is the greatest 
gift we could ever be given!

GOOD NEWS

29

COLLECT

This is what the Bible calls the Gospel—the ‘Good News’ of Jesus.

Get a rock to put in your box or special place to remind you that Jesus came back to life and the huge 
stone blocking his tomb was rolled away. Now you have collected 4 things; one for each of the 
first 4 stories.

Creation
Hold the rubbing of the beautiful object from nature. God created a 
beautiful and perfect world for everyone. He created you and me in 
His image so that we could be friends with God, and enjoy everything 
He had made.

Sin
Hold the folded paper. We all are guilty of sin. People think their own 
way is best and ignore God’s way. When we don’t listen to God the 
punishment is that we are not friends with Him and will miss out on 
living with God forever.

Savior
Hold something small and precious. God has done a remarkable thing 
to restore our friendship with Him. Just like God promised, He sent 
Jesus to be the solution to our sin problem. He was born as a helpless 
baby but had all the power and the love of God. Amazing! He grew up 
and lived a sinless life, He taught us how we should live and offers us a 
way to be forgiven of our sin.

Forgiveness
Hold a rock. Jesus was 33 years old when He was killed on a cross, even 
though He had done nothing wrong. He took the punishment that we 
deserve for our sin. He shed His own blood and died, so we would not 
have to. He came back to life again 3 days later. If we believe that He 
died in our place, our sin is not counted against us. It means our sins 
are forgiven! 



We 
believe...

God created us and loves us.

Jesus is God’s Son. He took our punishment and defeated death for us.

We can spend forever with God in Heaven. 

Remember
• God made everything good.

• We have sinned.

• God sent Jesus to solve our 
sin problem.

• Jesus died and God raised 
Him back to life so we can 
know God and follow Him.
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AN IMPORTANT CHOICE

GOD’S LOVE

God’s love is strong! Nothing in life can separate us from God’s love if we believe and 
trust Him. The Bible says: Who can separate us from Christ’s love? Can trouble or hard 
times or harm or hunger? Can nakedness or danger or war? No! In all these things we 
will do even more than win! We owe it all to Christ, who has loved us. Romans 8:35,37. 

GOD GIVES A HELPER

God also gives us the gift of His Holy 
Spirit. Anyone who is a follower of Jesus 
receives the Holy Spirit. He helps us learn 
how to follow Jesus and reminds us of what 
Jesus teaches us. He helps us live God’s way 
and tell others about Jesus. You can also 
talk to your Greatest Journey leader who 
can help you understand this.

MEMORY VERSE

Say with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord.” 
Believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead. Then you will be saved. 
Romans 10:9

Try to say the words of this verse to a beat. Say it 
while you walk along saying it in time with your 
steps.

God wants us to be with Him forever because He loves us. He wants us to have faith in 
Him. To have faith in Jesus means that: 



Jesus is God’s great gift to you! You can accept this gift by choosing to trust and follow 
Jesus. If you want to make this choice you can say a prayer like the one below:

Dear God,  
I know that I have made wrong choices and have done bad things. I’m sorry. Please 
forgive me and change me. I believe your Son, Jesus, died for my sins, and I believe you 
raised Him from the dead. I want to follow Jesus all of my life. Thank you for loving 
me and making me your child. Please fill me with your Holy Spirit, so I will have all the 
strength I need to follow you. Amen.

FOLLOWING JESUS

If you have said this prayer and are trusting Jesus, that 
is great news! You are a friend of Jesus and God! This is 
what you do next:

Tell your Greatest Journey leader and fill in the 
commitment certificate.

Talk to God at any time by praying. You can tell Him about 
anything that is going on and ask Him for help.

Read more about living God’s way in the Bible.

Choose to live God’s way. This is a decision for your whole life. This 
doesn’t mean we will live perfect lives all the time, but we will try to live 
God’s way and He will help us do that. If we make a mistake, we tell 
God about it and trust that Jesus has taken all our sin away.

Commitment Certificate

On this day I have decided to believe that Jesus is God’s Son 
and follow Him for the rest of my life.

Name: _______________________________

Date: ________________________________

Signed: ______________________   Leader: _________________________

In the next section, we will read some other great stories and learn more 
about what it means to be a follower of Jesus and live God’s way.
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Write the memory verses you have learned in this section...

Genesis 1:27

Romans 6:23

John 3:16

Romans 10:9
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5
Walking with God

In your last section we looked at the 
greatest story ever. How the God who 
created everything loves you and gave 
you the good gift of life. You learned 
about how your friendship with God 
was broken because of sin. God still 
gave you the amazing gift of his love. 
Because God loves you, He sent Jesus to 
make friendship with Himself possible 
again. You can choose to believe in 
Jesus and trust Him to solve your sin 
problem. Jesus will be leader of your 
life.

This will make a difference in how you 
live your life. You have a NEW life and 
are now walking with God, living the 
way God wants you to. God made the 
world and knows the best way for us all 
to live. This will mean changing your 
behavior when it is against God’s way. 
This journey will take the rest of your 
life…but that’s alright! God will help 
you every step of the way.

About this section

I’ve got some more great 
stories to tell you from the 
Bible. These stories happened 
to real people just like you! 
The stories can help you 
understand more about your 
new life following Jesus. 

When you decide to follow 
Jesus a new exciting journey 
begins. You will begin to see 
more and more that God’s way 
of living is so different to what 
we see around us. So how do 
you live God’s way? God gives 
you the Holy Spirit when you 
follow Jesus. The Holy Spirit 
lives and works in you to help 
you live God’s way. The Bible 
says ‘the fruit the Holy Spirit 
produces is love, joy and peace. 
It is being patient, kind and 
good. It is being faithful and 
gentle and having control of 
oneself. There is no law against 
things of that kind’ Galatians 
5:22-23. 

The Holy Spirit helps you live 
God’s way. Living God’s way will 
change your words and actions; 
your hopes and your future.

Walking with 

God
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Have you ever wondered what it 
would be like if Jesus came to where 
you live? He is the most important 
person who has ever lived in the 
history of the world. What if He was 
going to come to where you live? 
Everyone would be there. People 
would crowd the streets, climb trees, 
and lean out of windows in tall 
buildings to get a look at Him. 

I would be able to takeoff and fly 
around to get a good look, because I 
have wings.

What would you do to get a really 
good look? Would you jump 
really high or climb on someone’s 
shoulders? Would you get on your 
hands and knees and crawl through 
the legs of others and sit at the front?

Imagine that as Jesus is walking 
through the crowd, He stops. He 
turns and sees you in the crowd. 
Your eyes meet. He walks toward you. 
Everyone in the crowd begins to look 
at you and is wondering what Jesus 
will do. What will He say to you?

Zacchaeus
 A life changed

Name: Zacchaeus 
Job: Chief tax 
collector 
Town: Jericho 
Likes: Money and 
power 
Dislikes: Things  
on high shelves 
Interesting 
Information: 
Zacchaeus was a 
very short man, not 
afraid to climb trees

Come and meet Zacchaeus. This very 
thing happened to him when Jesus 
visited his town. This story is found in 
Luke 19:1-10.

5
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Jesus entered Jericho and was 
passing through. A man named 
Zacchaeus lived there. He was 
a chief tax collector and was 
very rich. Zacchaeus wanted to 
see who Jesus was. But he was 
a short man. He could not see 
Jesus because of the crowd. So 
he ran ahead and climbed a 
sycamore-fig tree. He wanted to 
see Jesus, who was coming 
that way.

Luke 19:1-4

Tax 
Collector

Zacchaeus was a tax collector. This 
meant he collected money from people 
for the government. People did not like 

tax collectors because tax collectors often 
became rich by stealing people’s money.
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Jesus reached the spot where 
Zacchaeus was. He looked 
up and said, “Zacchaeus, 
come down at once. I must 
stay at your house today.” So 
Zacchaeus came down at once 
and welcomed him gladly. All 
the people saw this. They began 
to whisper among themselves. 
They said, “Jesus has gone to be 
the guest of a ‘sinner.’ ”

Luke 19:5-7
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Zacchaeus stood up. He said, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half 
of what I own to those who are poor. And if I have cheated anybody 
out of anything, I will pay it back. I will pay back four times the 
amount I took.”

Jesus said to Zacchaeus, “Today salvation has come to your house. You are a 
member of Abraham’s family line. The Son of Man came to look for the lost 
and save them.”

Luke 19:8-10

Lost

Jesus came to rescue people 
who are lost. On our journey of life, 

we all go in the wrong direction and get 
‘lost’ until we choose to follow Jesus and 

live God’s way.

Salvation

Jesus died and came back to 
life to save us from our sin. Instead 

of being punished for our sin, we will 
receive life with God forever.
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Once you believe in and accept Jesus, you are His friend. Sometimes you might still do bad 
things that you shouldn’t. He does not want you to keep doing these bad things. You can talk to 
God at any time and ask for forgiveness and for His help to live God’s way.

We can learn more about how God wants us to live by reading the Bible or talking to a trusted 
follower of Jesus, like the leader of your Greatest Journey class.

How can 
I change?

Be more helpful

Show kindness

Give back things I have stolen

Ask God to help me

Encourage others

Obey my parents

Do what I say I will

Forgive someone who 
has hurt me

Be a friend to someone 
who needs one

(Write your idea):

BIG THINKING

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT

• Zacchaeus climbed on a roof to see Jesus. True or false?
• What did Jesus say about Zacchaeus’ decision?

When Zacchaeus met Jesus, he realized his life had to change. 

Are there things that need to change in your life? Draw a line to the words that describe how 
you think God might want you to change.

• What did Jesus say He came to do?

When Zacchaeus met Jesus, he clearly saw his sin problem. He wasn’t living God’s way. He 
was hurting others and even himself by his actions. He needed to change the way he was living 
and start living God’s way.

Give to others
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Age: 11 
Loves: repairing 
broken things 
Dreams: of being 
an engineer.
 
I learned that it is bad to cheat and to take 
advantage of other people. Jesus was very 
happy because Zacchaeus realized that he 
was doing something wrong and decided to 
change. I will always pray and will not cheat. 

Jan in Asia

LET’S MEET

Circle 9 differences in these pictures?

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE

MEMORY VERSE 

Anyone who believes in Christ is a new 
creation. The old is gone! The new has 
come! 2 Corinthians 5:17

Do an action for each part of 
the verse. Thumbs up for ‘Any 

one who believes in Christ’. Arms 
making a big circle for ‘is a new 

creation.’ Thumb pointing behind 
shoulder for ‘The old is gone.’ Hands 

pointing forwards for ‘The new has 
come.’
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One time I tried to take off from the 
ground except I could not fly; I could 
not even move. My mechanic told me 
I needed a new engine because my old 
engine stopped working. I could not 
move because I had no power! Over a 
few days, the mechanic replaced my old 
engine with a brand new one. Finally, 
he was finished and I could move and 
fly! If you looked at me you could not 
see any real difference though. I looked 
the same, but I was different on the 
inside.

That’s like us when we have ‘new life’ 
with Jesus. We may not look different 
on the outside, but our hearts and 
lives have changed. We love God most 
of all and want to live how He wants 
us to live. This will probably change 
some of the things we think or do or 
even say, as we change from our ‘old 
life’ to our ‘new life.’

Remember
• Jesus knows everything 

about us already.

• We need to admit our sin 
problem and be forgiven.

• Our life can change for 
the better.

TALKING TO GOD

Dear God, 
Thank you that you know the best way for 
me to live. You know everything about 
me. I am sorry I haven’t always lived your 
way. I have hurt others and I have not 
always followed your way. Please help me 
to change. Please help me to live your 
way. Amen.
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Children
 Important to Jesus
One time I was coming back from a 
big journey delivering packages to 
many cities and villages. I was coming 
in to land at one of the biggest 
airports in the world. As I flew over 
the busy runways, there were big 
airplanes everywhere. Suddenly, 
the radio control tower told me I 
couldn’t land there; I was too small. I 
had to go to a much smaller airport. 
I felt sad because they didn’t think I 
was important.

Have you been stopped from doing 
something because you are a child? 
Maybe someone told you that you 
were not old enough or that you 
did not understand.

Jesus met lots of people in His life. 
They were all kinds of people, from 
all kinds of places. Jesus even met 
some children. What do you think 
He might have said to them? Would 
He send them away? Would He think 
they were not important? In the 
next two stories you can read how 
important children are to Jesus. You 
can find these stories in the Bible in 
Mark 10:13-16 and Matthew 18:1-5.

6
Esther in Africa

Age: 11 
Loves: netball 
Dreams: of 
becoming a doctor 

This story tells us that children can have a 
place in heaven. Children understand their 
mistakes quickly and they repent—adults 
have to take their example too.

LET’S MEET
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Jesus thinks you are important. He was angry 
when the disciples sent the children away. 
He wants everyone to come to Him by having 
humility and faith like children have. Think 
about what this might mean and we will come 
back to this idea after the next story.

Jesus Blesses the Children

People were bringing little 
children to Jesus. They 
wanted him to touch them. 
But the disciples told the 
people to stop. 

When Jesus saw this, he was 
angry. He said to his disciples, 
“Let the little children come 
to me. Don’t keep them away. 
God’s kingdom belongs to 
people like them. What I’m 
about to tell you is true. Anyone 
who will not receive God’s 
kingdom like a little child will 
never enter it.” Then he took 
the children in his arms. He 
put his hands on them and 
blessed them.

Mark 10:13-16
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The Greatest in the Kingdom

At that time the disciples came to Jesus. They asked him, “Who is the 
most important person in the kingdom of heaven?” 

Jesus called a little child over to him. He had the child stand among 
them. Jesus said, “What I’m about to tell you is true. You need to 
change and become like little children. If you don’t, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven. Anyone who becomes as free of pride as 
this child is the most important in the kingdom of heaven. 

“Anyone who welcomes a little child like this in my name 
welcomes me.”

Mathew 18: 1-5

Disciples

Jesus had a group of 12 men called 
disciples, who traveled with Him and learned 

from Him. They were also called ‘apostles.’ Many 
of these men helped write some books in the New 
Testament of the Bible, and taught people more 

about Jesus.
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Jesus loves people no matter who they are, where they come from, or how old they are. 
When Jesus lived on earth, and even now, some people wrongly think children are not 
very important. 

In the story Jesus shows that He loves and welcomes children. He thinks they are 
valuable. This means that in order to be a friend of Jesus:

• You don’t need to be a certain age.
• You don’t need to try and impress Him.
• You don’t need special training or education.

Jesus says that children can be examples to show adults how they should come to Jesus. 

The disciples had been arguing about who was the greatest and who would get the best 
position in Heaven. Jesus saw how the disciples wanted to be seen as more important 
than others. Jesus used a child to show them that living God’s way is about trusting God, 
not about trying to be important. 

Children do not pretend to be important or try to impress Jesus. They can come to Jesus 
and depend on Him. Jesus wants you to come as you are and trust in Him and what He 
has done for you.

trusting hardworking fun

wise slow forgetful

old curious angry free of pride

• Jesus loves children. True or false?
• What did he say to the disciples in the second story?

CIRCLE THE WORDS 

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT

Circle words that describe what a child is like. One of these is a quality that Jesus talked 
about in Matthew 18.

• What does being ‘like a child’ mean?
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(other) ___________

gentle kind loving good listener helpful

good speaker good at sport good at drawing likes music

generous patient brave joyful good reader

follower leader energetic

fun

noisy

quiet

shy

Name:

I live with:

Favorite food:

I like to:

What is special about you? How can you use this to love and serve God?

Words that describe me. Circle the words that best describe you:

LET’S MEET ...YOU!

• Fill in the “Let’s Meet…you” box.
• Draw a picture of yourself. 
• Write about yourself. 
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Remember
Jesus said children were so 
important that even adults 
should try to be like them:

• Children can be curious, 
so seek Jesus and read 
the Bible.

• Children can be trusting, 
so depend on Jesus.

• Children can be humble, 
so obey Jesus.
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DOT TO DOT DRAWING

Connect the dots to finish the picture.

BIG THINKING

How do we treat things we think 
are valuable? 

Jesus thinks you are valuable 
and important. 

What sorts of people are usually treated 
as important? Who did Jesus treat as most 
important in the story you have just read?

Dear God, 
Thank you that I am valuable to you and 
can be your friend. Help me to know that 
I am important to you. Show me how I can 
use who I am to serve you and put others 
first. Help me to read the Bible, depend 
on you, and obey you everyday. Amen.

TALKING TO GOD

Let the little children come to me. Don’t 
keep them away. Mark 10:14b

Do an action for each part of the verse. Beckon 
with hands for ‘Let the children come’. Sweep 
hands outwards for ‘Don’t keep them away’.

MEMORY VERSE
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7David
The boy who trusted God

I remember a time when there was 
a huge storm over the airport when 
I was coming in to land. Big black 
clouds rose high into the sky and rain 
beat down. I could not see where I 
was going because clouds were all 
around me. Other planes turned 
back because they were afraid of 
the lightning and couldn’t see the 
runway. It was just me against the 
big storm. I felt out of control. I 
was afraid and knew I could not do 
it on my own. Suddenly the radio 
sounded and the control tower told 
me I could still land if I trusted 

them and listened carefully to their 
instructions. I knew that with their 
help I could be brave. I just had to 
trust them.

Have you ever been in a difficult 
situation when others were scared 
but you felt you could trust someone 
to help you? Find out what happens 
when a small boy stands up to a giant 
who has scared every other soldier. 
But before we get started with the 
story, let’s meet the characters.

Name: David 
Home Town: Bethlehem 
Job: Shepherd boy 
Likes: Sheep, Trusting God 
Later became: A great king 
of Israel. 

Name: Israelites 
Job: God’s special people 
Dislikes: Being attacked

Name: Goliath 
Home Town: Gath 
Job: Champion Philistine 
warrior 
Likes: Himself, feeling 
important and fighting.

Name: Philistines 
Job: Enemy of Israelites 
Likes: Insulting God
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A group of people called 
the Israelites were God’s special 
people. They lived many, many years 
ago, even before Jesus had been born. Another 
group called the Philistines tried to attack the 
Israelites. The Philistines had a champion warrior called 
Goliath.

Goliath was very scary and tall, with heavy armor. He would yell 
at the Israelites and insult them. He told the Israelites to send out 
one of their men to fight him to determine who would win the battle. 
Goliath made fun of the Israelites.

The army of Israelite men were afraid of Goliath and the Philistines. 
They didn’t know what to do, but a young boy called David knew exactly 
what to do. One day he went up from his father’s land to visit his older 
brothers at the battlefield. By this time, Goliath had been insulting the 
Israelites for forty days.

Let’s read the story from 1 Samuel 17:1-58 and find out what happened!
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David arrived at the camp just as the Israelite army was leaving for the 
battlefield. Israel and the Philistines were lining up their armies for 
battle. The armies were facing each other. David hurried out to the ranks 
to greet his brothers. As David was talking with them, Goliath stepped 
forward from his line. Goliath was a mighty Philistine hero from Gath. 
He again dared someone to fight him, and David heard it. When Israel’s 
army saw Goliath, all of them ran away from him. That’s because they 
were filled with fear. The men of Israel had been saying, “Just look at 
how this man keeps stepping forward! Again and again he dares Israel 
to fight him. The king will make the man who kills him very wealthy.”

David said to the soldiers standing nearby, “He dares the armies of the 
living God to fight him. Who does he think he is?”Someone heard what 
David said and reported it to Saul. So Saul sent for him.

1 Samuel 17:21, 23-25a, 26b, 31
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David said to Saul, “Don’t let 
anyone lose hope because of 
that Philistine. I’ll go out and 
fight him.” 

Saul replied, “You aren’t able 
to go out there and fight that 
Philistine. You are too young. 
He’s been a fighting man ever 
since he was a boy.” 

But David said to Saul, “I’ve 
been taking care of my father’s 
sheep. The Lord saved me from 
the paw of the lion. He saved 
me from the paw of the bear. 
And he’ll save me from the 
powerful hand of this Philistine 
too.” Saul said to David, “Go. 
And may the Lord be with you.” 

Then Saul dressed David in his 
own military clothes. He put a 
coat of armor on him. He put a 
bronze helmet on his head. “I 
can’t go out there in all of this 
armor,” he said to Saul. “I’m 
not used to it.” So he took it 
off. Then David picked up his 
wooden staff. He went down to 
a stream and chose five smooth 
stones. He put them in the 
pocket of his shepherd’s bag. 
Then he took his sling in his 
hand and approached Goliath. 

1 Samuel 17:32-34a, 37-38, 39b-40
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Goliath walked out toward David. “Come over here,” he said. “I’ll feed your 
body to the birds of the air! I’ll feed it to the wild animals!” 

David said to Goliath, “You are coming to fight against me with a sword, a 
spear and a javelin. But I’m coming against you in the name of the Lord 
who rules over all. He is the God of the armies of Israel. He’s the one you 
have dared to fight against. This very day the Lord will hand you over to 
me. Then the whole world will know there is a God in Israel. The Lord 
doesn’t save by using a sword or a spear. And everyone who is here will 
know it. The battle belongs to the Lord. He will hand all of you over to us.” 

As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly to the battle 
line to meet him. He reached into his bag. He took out a stone. He put 
it in his sling. He slung it at Goliath. The stone hit him on the forehead 
and sank into it. He fell to the ground on his face. So David won the fight 
against Goliath with a sling and a stone.

1 Samuel 17:44-46a, 46c, 47-50a
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EYES CLOSED

Try walking around with your eyes closed. 
What is it like? 

What would it be like if you had someone 
with you telling you where to walk and 
what to watch out for?

God tells us to trust Him with everything in 
our lives, even when we can’t see clearly.

Help David find his sling and stones.

FIND THE PATH 

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT

MEMORY VERSE

I can do everything by the power of Christ. 
He gives me strength. Philippians 4:13

Try to make up a song using the words of the 
memory verse.

• The Israelite army was frightened. True or false?
• How did David show he trusted God?

• What happened to Goliath, who insulted God?

Another way we can show our love for God is by trusting Him, like David does in the 
story. Trusting God means knowing that He is in charge of everything that happens in 
our lives and in the world. Sometimes we can forget that God knows much more than 
we do. He knows what has happened in the past, what’s happening now, and what will 
happen in the future. Knowing this gives us hope. You can trust God with your whole 
life.



54

Remember
We can trust God because:

• He loves us - He sent his son 
Jesus to save us.

• He is great - He created 
everything and is in charge. 
His understanding is bigger 
and better than ours.

• He is good - He does not do 
things that are wrong.

BIG THINKING

You can be like David and trust in God. The Bible says: ‘Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart. Do not depend on your own understanding. In all your 
ways remember him. Then he will make your paths smooth and straight.’ 
Proverbs 3:5-6. God does not want us to trust in ourselves but in Him.

What things do you need God’s help with? For example, family worries, concern about 
where you live, problems with friends, sadness, school difficulties. Write your concerns on 
these 5 stones. 

Now go outside and find 5 real stones. Hold one stone at a time and say; ‘God I trust you with 
this______ (tell Him one of your worries): Now throw the stone away and say or sing the 
memory verse to yourself (Philippians 4:13). Do the same with each stone, but make sure you do 
not hit anyone or anything when you throw them.

TALKING TO GOD

Dear God, 
Thank you that you are in charge of 
everything and always do what is right. 
Please help me to trust you more and 
be brave in the life I live with your help. 
Thank you that I can talk to you and ask 
for strength and courage in the difficulties 
I face. Thank you for Jesus who was so 
brave in dying on the cross for me and 
showing us how to depend on you. Amen.

8
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8God’s people
 Honoring God

Have you ever given a gift to 
someone else? Have you ever given 
something that was hard to give away?

Giving is a great thing! On one of my 
journeys I met a young boy from West 
Africa who had a very sick father. 
His mother earns a small amount of 
money for the family selling charcoal. 
One day he was given a soccer ball, 
something he’d always dreamed of. 
When he realized that his school 

didn’t have one, he gave it to them so 
that all the children at school could 
enjoy the gift. After he had received a 
gift, he wanted to be a giver himself. 

Let’s read these three stories about 
people who honored God by giving 
what they had. You can read them in 
the Bible in John 6:1-13, Mark 1:16-
20, and Mark 12:41-44.

Look for these people in the next 
three stories.

Little boy with bread 
and fish 

Fishermen fixing nets

Poor widow

LET’S MEET

Florence in 
Africa

Age: 11 
Loves: reading her 
Bible always 

I was touched by the widow’s attitude towards 
giving. I learned that we must give out of our 
scarce resources and Jesus will be pleased. 
God is interested in everything we do. Even in 
our offering.
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Jesus Feeds 5000 People

Some time after this, Jesus crossed over to the other side of the Sea of 
Galilee. Then Jesus went up on a mountainside. There he sat down with 
his disciples. The Jewish Passover Feast was near. Jesus looked up and 
saw a large crowd coming toward him. So he said to Philip, “Where can 
we buy bread for these people to eat?” He asked this only to put Philip 
to the test. He already knew what he was going to do. 

Philip answered him, “Eight months’ pay would not buy enough bread 
for each one to have a bite!”

John 6:1a, 3-7
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God is so amazing! He 
is able to take the small 
amount we have and turn 
it into something great and 
wonderful.

 Another of his disciples spoke 
up. It was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. He said, “Here is a boy 
with five small loaves of barley 
bread. He also has two small fish. 
But how far will that go in such a 
large crowd?” 

Jesus said, “Have the people sit 
down.” There was plenty of grass 
in that place, and they sat down. 
The number of men among them 
was about 5,000. Then Jesus took 
the loaves and gave thanks. He 
handed out the bread to those 
who were seated. He gave them 
as much as they wanted. And 
he did the same with the fish. 
When all of them had enough to 
eat, Jesus spoke to his disciples. 
“Gather the leftover pieces,” he 
said. “Don’t waste anything.” So 
they gathered what was left over 
from the five barley loaves. They 
filled 12 baskets with the pieces 
left by those who had eaten.

John 6: 8-13

God 
is able!

God is able to do great things with 
our gifts and our lives if we give 

them to Jesus.
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The First Disciples
One day Jesus was walking beside 
the Sea of Galilee. There he saw 
Simon and his brother Andrew. 
They were throwing a net into 
the lake. They were fishermen. 
“Come. Follow me,” Jesus said. “I 
will make you fishers of people.” 
At once they left their nets and 
followed him. 

Then Jesus walked a little farther. 
As he did, he saw James, son of 
Zebedee, and his brother John. 
They were in a boat preparing 
their nets. Right away he called 
out to them. They left their 
father Zebedee in the boat 
with the hired men. Then they 
followed Jesus.

Mark 1:16-20

Follow 
Me

The disciples chose to follow Jesus. 
They gave their whole lives to Him and 

told other people about Him.
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The Widow’s Offering
Jesus sat down across from 
the place where people put 
their temple offerings. He 
watched the crowd putting their 
money into the offering boxes. 
Many rich people threw large 
amounts into them. 

But a poor widow came and put 
in two very small copper coins. 
They were worth much less than 
a penny. 

Jesus asked his disciples to 
come to him. He said, “What 
I’m about to tell you is true. 
That poor widow has put more 
into the offering box than all 
the others. They all gave a lot 
because they are rich. But she 
gave even though she is poor. 
She put in everything she had. 
She gave all she had to live on.”

Mark 12:41-44

The 
Widow’s Gift

The widow’s gift reflected her heart. Even 
though she did not have much, she gave 

what she had to honor and serve God. This 
is how God wants us to live - unselfishly.
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QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT

• The widow’s gift was big. True or false?
• What did the disciples give?

MAKE A LIST

What are some of the gifts God has given 
us? Write some of them in the boxes.

MEMORY VERSE

God loves a cheerful giver. And God is 
able to shower all kinds of blessings on 
you. In all things and at all times you will 
have everything you need. 
2 Corinthians 9:7b-8

Can you say this verse with a sad face? Now 
try and say this verse while you smile. Do it 
again with a really big smile showing your 
teeth. Now say it while you laugh.

• What was Jesus able to do with the boy’s loaves and fishes?

In the first section you learned how God loves to give. He gave us our amazing 
world. He gave us Jesus who came to rescue us. He gave us the opportunity to be friends 
with Jesus forever. He gave us the Bible which teaches us about Jesus. The Bible teaches 
us how to believe in and follow Jesus.

The biggest gift you can give God is yourself—your heart and your life—to follow Him; 
just like the disciples who were fishing and followed Jesus.

Sometimes giving can be hard. It can be hard to give something away that is important 
to us.

 • It is hard to give away our last coin.
 • It can be difficult to share our food.
 • It is hard to give our time to help a neighbor.
   • It can be difficult to change our lives in order to live God’s way.

We should remember that God has given us everything we have. So we can be generous 
in how we help others. We can honor God this way.
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CHILD

NEED

Remember
When we give, it is not the 
size of the gift that matters. 
It is our cheerful attitude 
and our decision to give up 
something precious to us 
that matters most. 

DIFFERENT GIFTS

MATCH THE GIFT WITH THE NEED

Draw a line to match each child with what they need.

What are some different ways you can give? Think of the people in your life and think what 
you can do for them. Try and do it secretly so no one but God sees.

We can honor God by giving our: smiles, patience, food, help, friendship, kindness, 
money, encouragement, our time, praying for others, sharing Jesus, our energy.

Before you talk to God, stop and think of what 
Jesus has given you. Remember Jesus came 
to earth to suffer and die so that you can 
spend forever in heaven with God. This is 
the best gift ever possible! We should love 
Jesus more than we love anything else!

Dear God, Thank you for giving us the 
greatest gift - Jesus. Please help me to 
honor you by sharing this gift of hope 
with others. I want to follow you every day. 
Show me what I can share with others in 
my family, with my friends, at my school, 
and in my neighborhood. Amen. 

TALKING TO GOD
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Prayer - talking to God 
One great thing about following Jesus is being able to pray. Prayer is talking 
with God. You can talk to God at anytime in any place. You can talk to God 
aloud or you can speak to Him silently in your mind. The Holy Spirit will 
help you pray and to know what to pray.

What are some things you can 
pray to God about right now?

...on a bus!

…silently!

...as you walk!

…before a meal!

...in a forest! …with a crowd!

…in your bed!
You can talk to God…

Meeting with others
The Bible tells us: Let us consider how we can stir up one another to love. Let us help one 
another to do good works. Let us not give up meeting together. Some are in the habit of doing 
this. Instead, let us cheer each other up with words of hope. Let us do it all the more as you see 
the day coming when Christ will return. Hebrews 10:24-25

Meeting with other 
people means you can...

Pray for one another.Thank God by singing and 
celebrating what He has 
done.

Encourage one another 
to keep following Jesus.

Learn from God’s Word.

Share what God has 
been doing in your life.

When you meet together with other followers of Jesus, you can enjoy the friendships you have 
with God’s people. Other followers of Jesus can support you as you follow Jesus throughout life. 
You can be joyful together when life is good and help one another when life is difficult. God has 
told us to pray for each other constantly. Together you can do things to tell and show others that 
Jesus loves them.

So let us keep on meeting together, brought together because of Jesus!!

When you pray to God:
• You can praise Him for who He is and what He has done.
• You can confess to Him the times you have not lived His way and ask for forgiveness.
• You can thank Him for what He has done in your life and in the lives of those around you.
•  You can ask Him for what you need.

62
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The Bible - God’s Word
God tells us about Himself and His people in the Bible. 

The Bible is a book that has lots of different books inside it. These books 
contain the message of God, written by special people He had chosen a long 
time ago. God’s Spirit told them what to write. 

This means when we read the Bible it is like God speaking to us. God uses 
His Holy Spirit in us to help us understand what the Bible says. When you’re 
reading the Bible it’s a good idea to pray and ask the Holy Spirit to help 
you understand. You can also ask a trusted follower of Jesus about what 
something means if you are unsure.

The Bible is made up of 66 books each with different names like: Genesis, Exodus, Psalms, Matthew, Mark, Romans, or John for example.

The Bible uses different kinds of writing, like stories, 

poems, letters, or songs to help us understand more 

about God and His plan for His people.

The Old Testament was written about God’s people 

before Jesus was born. It gave instructions to God’s 

people about how they were to live at that time. 

These books showed God loved His people and had 

a plan for them.

The New Testament was written about Jesus’ life, 

death, and resurrection. It also has real stories 

of His early followers and their journeys telling 

everyone the Good News. When Jesus came, He 

showed a new way to live every day as a friend of 

God. Jesus was part of God’s plan talked about in 

the Old Testament.

As you read the Bible story think about:

• Something you can learn about God
• Something you can learn about living as a follower of Jesus

 

To find a Bible reference:

John 3:16
Find the name 
of the book.

The first number is 
for the “chapter.”

The second number 
is for the “verse.”

63

The Bible is made up of two sections, the Old Testament and the 

New Testament.

Using the Bible
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Write the memory verses you have learned in this section...

2 Corinthians 5:17

Mark 10:14b

Philippians 4:13

2 Corinthians 9:7b-8
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Sharing God’s Gift
God has given us a wonderful gift…
Jesus. We know that Jesus is what 
people need. He is the only way to be 
saved from sin and become friends with 
God. If you believe that, it is exciting 
news! It is the kind of news others need 
to know! Telling others about Jesus is a 
great way to show that God loves them 
and that you love them.

We show our love for God by obeying 
Jesus and loving other people. 
Followers of Jesus are known because 
of their love for God and for other 
people.

About this section

It is a great thing to share 
God’s gifts with others. The 
stories in this section can help 
you understand more about 
what it means to show your love 
for God as you love others. 

The Bible says: ‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul. Love 
him with all your strength and 
with all your mind.’ And, ‘Love 
your neighbor as you love 
yourself.’ Luke 10:27

So how do we love our 
neighbor? 
We show our love for others by 
what we say and what we do. 
Read the stories in this section 
to find how others have spread 
the Good News that Jesus loves 
everyone and have helped 
others come to know and 
follow Jesus.

Our journey will then take us 
to the most wonderful place; 
in heaven with God. But this 
won’t really be the end; it’s 
truly the beginning of the 
Greatest Journey ever. Come 
along and find out!

Sharing 
God’s 

Gift 
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9Help Others
 Sharing God’s Gift

What would you do to help a friend? 
Would you still help them if it was 
hard for you?

Would you climb to the top of a 
mountain to save them if they had 
slipped and fallen? Would you walk 
across the other side of the city to get 
medicine if they needed it? Would 
you do it in the middle of the night? 
Would you spend time every week 
helping someone learn how to read? 

The next story comes after Jesus 
had been traveling to many places 
teaching and healing people. Crowds 
of people would gather to hear what 
He had to say. They brought sick 
people to Him, hoping that their 
friends and family would be healed. 
This is what a group of friends in the 
next story were doing. They believed 
that Jesus had the power to heal 
their friend. They did something 
really creative and bold to bring their 
friend to Jesus. Can you guess what 
they did?

We can read their story in the Bible 
in Luke 5:17-25.

Let’s meet the people from the 
next story.

Paralyzed man
He couldn’t walk 
without help so 
he lay on a mat.

Friends
They were 
determined to 
get the paralyzed 
man to Jesus.
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Pharisees

Pharisees were religious 
leaders who followed religious 
laws strictly and opposed Jesus.

One day Jesus was teaching. 
Pharisees and teachers of the 
law were sitting there. They 
had come from every village 
of Galilee and from Judea and 
Jerusalem. They heard that the 
Lord had given Jesus the power 
to heal the sick.

Some men came carrying a 
man who could not walk. He 
was lying on a mat. They tried 
to take him into the house to 
place him in front of Jesus. 
They could not find a way to do 
this because of the crowd.

Luke 5:17-19
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So they went up on the roof. 
Then they lowered the man on 
his mat through the opening in 
the roof tiles. They lowered him 
into the middle of the crowd, 
right in front of Jesus.

When Jesus saw that they had 
faith, he said, “Friend, your sins 
are forgiven.”

The Pharisees and the teachers 
of the law began to think, “Who 
is this fellow who says such an 
evil thing? Who can forgive sins 
but God alone?”

Luke 5:19-21
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Jesus knew what they were 
thinking. So he asked, “Why 
are you thinking these things in 
your hearts? Is it easier to say, 
‘Your sins are forgiven’? Or to 
say, ‘Get up and walk’? I want 
you to know that the Son of 
Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins.” So he spoke to the 
man who could not walk. “I tell 
you,” he said, “get up. Take your 
mat and go home.” 

Right away, the man stood up in 
front of them. He took his mat 
and went home praising God.

Luke 5:22-25
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BEFORE AFTER

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT
• The paralyzed man had kind friends. True or false?
• What did the men do to bring their friend to Jesus? 

DRAWING

Draw the paralyzed man before and after he met Jesus.

TELL OTHERS

Think of three friends or family members who need to meet Jesus. Write their names 
and draw their picture on the mats below. Pray for them every day and plan to tell them 
about Jesus.

• How was the man changed when he left Jesus?

The Bible talks about how we are to love others as we love ourselves. The best way we can 
love our friends is to help them know Jesus.

Just like the friends in the story, you can introduce your friends to Jesus. He can change 
their lives and give them hope because He is God. Invite them to your home or your 
church and tell them about Jesus. All people need Jesus. 
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How to write Your Story
If you have decided to believe and follow Jesus, how did this happen? 
Write your story on a piece of paper. Practice saying it so you can tell others 
how you met Jesus and how He has changed your life. 

What was your life like before you knew Jesus?

How did you come to know Jesus?

• How did you hear about Him? 
• What did you hear about Him? 
• How did you accept Jesus?

How is your life different now that you are trusting and 
following Jesus?

LET’S MEET

Jessica in South 
America

Age: 12 
Loves: cooking 
Dreams: to be a 
doctor.

I like this story because Jesus forgave the sick 
man’s sins and at the same time He healed 
him. I can see how much Jesus loves us. I am 
very grateful to be able to know Jesus.

Remember
Jesus is God, so he can:

• Answer prayer

• Forgive sin

• Love everyone

TALK TO GOD

Dear God, 
Thank you that you love everyone I know. 
Thank you for hearing my prayers and 
forgiving my sin. Please help me to tell my 
friends about Jesus so they can be forgiven 
too. Help me to live your way so that 
others can see that I am your friend. Amen 

MEMORY VERSE

If you love one another, everyone will 
know you are my disciples.  John 13:35

Write this memory verse in the middle of a 
piece of paper. Around the outside of the page 
write down things you can do to show you 
love others. Each time you write an idea, say 
the verse again.

10
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Love Others
 Sharing God’s Gift

What is it like when something 
happens that you don’t expect?

One time I had so many packages 
and letters to deliver that I could not 
take them all at one time. I did not 
know what to do! So I looked around 
the airport and only saw a small plane 
with big scratches all over him. He 
did not talk to anyone else and stayed 
by himself. I was scared to ask him 
for help; I thought he would just yell 
at me and tell me to go away. To my 
surprise, he came to me and asked 
if he could help. He saw that I was 
looking worried and was surrounded 
by a mountain of boxes. I nearly 
fell over with shock! He was the last 
person I expected to help me!

The next story is one told by Jesus 
and describes people doing some 
unexpected things. Find out what 
happened. You can read it in the 
Bible in Luke 10:25-37.

Look for these characters in 
the story!

MAN 
A guy, going on a journey.

PRIEST 
Someone who did 
important work in the 
Jewish temple.

LEVITE 
Someone who helped the 
priest with work in the 
temple.

SAMARITAN 
Samaritans were looked 
down upon and treated 
poorly by Jewish people.

The Jewish people were the special 
people of God from the Old 
Testament, before Jesus was born.

The temple was the place where the 
Jewish people worshiped God. It was 
a very special place for the Jewish 
people. The people who worked in 
the temple were supposed to know 
how to live God’s way better than 
anyone else.

10
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One day an authority on the law 
stood up to put Jesus to the test. 
“Teacher,” he asked, “what must 
I do to receive eternal life?”

“What is written in the Law?” 
Jesus replied. “How do you 
understand it?”

He answered, “ ‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul. Love him 
with all your strength and with 
all your mind.’ And, ‘Love your 
neighbor as you love yourself.’ ”

“You have answered correctly,” 
Jesus replied. “Do that, and you 
will live.”

But the man wanted to make 
himself look good. So he 
asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?”

Luke 10:25-29

The Law

Before Jesus was born the Law was 
given to Moses, an important leader of 

God’s people, to show them how they should 
live.
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Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho. 
Robbers attacked him. They stripped off his clothes and beat him. Then 
they went away, leaving him almost dead. A priest happened to be going 
down that same road. When he saw the man, he passed by on the other 
side. A Levite also came by. When he saw the man, he passed by on the 
other side too.”

Luke 10:30-32
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“But a Samaritan came to the place where the man was. When he saw 
the man, he felt sorry for him. He went to him, poured olive oil and 
wine on his wounds and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his 
own donkey. He took him to an inn and took care of him. The next 
day he took out two silver coins. He gave them to the owner of the inn. 
‘Take care of him,’ he said. ‘When I return, I will pay you back for any 
extra expense you may have.’

Luke 10:33-35
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“Which of the three do you 
think was a neighbor to the man 
who was attacked by robbers?” 

The authority on the law 
replied, “The one who felt sorry 
for him.” 

Jesus told him, “Go and do as 
he did.”

Luke 10:36-37
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LET’S MEET

Kamil from 
Europe

Age: 11 
Loves: bike-riding 
Dreams: of being a 
mechanic

 
God cares about people. I liked the behavior of 
the Samaritan and his generosity. We need to 
pay attention to others especially when they 
are in need.

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT

• The first person who saw the attacked man stopped to help. True or false?
• Who would you expect to look after the attacked man?

LOVE IN ACTION

The Samaritan did not just show love 
in words, but he also showed his love in 
action. Look at the three friends you drew 
on page 71. Think of something you could 
do for each of them this week to show 
them God’s love. Write your ideas here. 

• Who looked after the attacked man?

• What was amazing about what the Samaritan did? 

The Samaritan man stopped to help a man in need. It can be easy to love a friend who 
we like. The Samaritan showed love to someone who would have treated him poorly and 
was supposed to be his enemy. 

This is the kind of love Jesus wants us to have for others. Jesus showed this kind of love 
when He died for people who were not yet friends with God. Jesus’ followers are to be 
like Jesus. They are to be known for their love because they are thankful for what Jesus 
has done. They have been shown love by Jesus, so they can show love to others. They 
have been shown mercy by Jesus, so they can show mercy to others. The Bible says that, 
“We love because he loved us first.” 1 John 4:19
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Jesus and 
religious leader 

talking

Priest passing by Samaritan 
helping the man

Levite passing byMan being 
attacked by 

robbers

Remember
• God loves and cares 

for everyone.

• We are to love and care for 
others, even our enemies.

• We show Jesus’ love in 
words and actions.

1

STORY PUZZLE

Put these story pictures in the correct order. Re-read the Bible story if you need help.

MEMORY VERSE

TALKING TO GOD

Dear God, 
Thank you that you give me the strength 
to help others. Help me to love and serve 
those around me, even those who are not 
my friends. Show me how they need help 
and kindness. Jesus, make me more like 
you in the words I say and the kindness I 
show others. Amen.

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Love him with all your 
strength and with all your mind. And love your neighbor as you love yourself.  Luke 10:27

Hold your hands out in front of you as you learn this verse. As you say each word, move your hands 
further apart. This will remind you about giving your all. When you get to the word ‘neighbor’, 
point outwards. When you get to ‘yourself’, point at yourself. 
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Hope in Heaven
 Sharing God’s Gift
What would a perfect world look 
like? What would be different from 
what you see around you?

Imagine if everyone had plenty of 
food to eat. Imagine if nobody got 
sick. Imagine if there were no fights 
or wars. Imagine if everybody loved 
and cared for each other. 

It is difficult for us to imagine such 
a good place because we’ve never 
seen anything like it. There are many 
terrible things in the world now 
because people sin. There is greed, 
hatred, selfishness, revenge, and war.

We know that those who trust and 
follow Jesus will be forgiven of their 
sin. They will also be able to be with 
God forever in heaven. Heaven is 
a perfect place with no sin and no 
suffering. And best of all—it is where 
God is!!!

Jesus gave us pictures and ideas to 
help us imagine what heaven will 
be like.

You can read about them in John 
14:1-6, Revelation 7:9-17 and 21:3-4.

11
Andrés in South 
America

Loves: playing with 
his dog and skating 
Dreams: of being a 
chef one day 

This story gives me hope and tells me that 
Jesus will fulfill His promise to come again a 
second time and that He is the only way to get 
to heaven.

LET’S MEET
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Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God. Trust in me 
also.There are many rooms in my Father’s house. If this were not true, I 
would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. If I go 
and do that, I will come back. And I will take you to be with me. 
Then you will also be where I am. You know the way to the place where 
I am going.”

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going. So how 
can we know the way?”

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me.”

John 14:1-6

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT
• Jesus said he has prepared a place for us. True or false?
• What is the only way to be with God the Father?

• Why should our hearts not be troubled?
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The Bible tells us that the world we live 
in will not last forever. At the end of the 
Bible, a book called Revelation tells us 
what will happen next. 

This book is about a vision given by God to 
a man named John, who wrote about what 
he saw.

Lamb

Jesus is sometimes called 
“Lamb” or “Lamb of God” in 

parts of the Bible. So when you 
read “the Lamb” remember that 

means Jesus—God’s Son!” 

After this I looked, and there in 
front of me was a huge crowd of 
people. They stood in front of 
the throne and in front of the 
Lamb. There were so many that 
no one could count them. They 
came from every nation, tribe, 
people and language. They 
were wearing white robes. In 
their hands they were holding 
palm branches. They cried out 
in a loud voice, 

“Salvation belongs to our 
God, who sits on the throne. 
Salvation also belongs to 
the Lamb.”

Revelation 7:9-10
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John went on to describe 
what it will be like in heaven 
for those who follow Jesus.

Never again will they be hungry. Never again will they be thirsty. The 
sun will not beat down on them. The heat of the desert will not harm 
them. The Lamb, who is at the center of the area around the throne, 
will be their shepherd. He will lead them to springs of living water.

Revelation 7:16-17

I heard a loud voice from the throne. It said, “Now God makes his 
home with people. He will live with them. They will be his people. And 
God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or sadness. 
There will be no more crying or pain. Things are no longer the way 
they used to be.”

Revelation 21:3-4
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Revelation 21:1-2 Revelation 21:4 Luke 14:16b-24John 14:1-6Revelation 7:9

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT

• God will be in heaven. True of false?
• What will make heaven different from earth?

MATCH THE PICTURES

Match the picture with the verse that describes heaven. Use a Bible to help you!

• What are some things to look forward to?

We’ve talked about how people who believe in and follow Jesus go to live in heaven 
forever when they die. It is something to hope for beyond the world we live in right now. 
It will be a perfect place that never ends. There will be no more sin, no suffering, no 
more tears, no more pain, no more death. But those who do not trust and follow Jesus 
will be in hell. They will be separated from God and from everything good.

The good things we experience on earth, like love and friendship, will be even better in 
heaven. We will see other followers of Jesus from all over the world. 

What a great place to look forward to! Because we know that this journey of trusting and 
following Jesus takes us to heaven, it will change how we live our lives today.
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1

2
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TELL OTHERS

DOT TO DOT DRAWING

Finish this drawing by joining the numbers in order. Draw yourself in the picture as you imagine 
being with Jesus in heaven.

Our eternal life starts the moment we start following Jesus. We no longer live in fear of 
evil or of dying. But we live God’s way and tell others about Jesus so that they can know 
Jesus and spend forever in heaven with Him.

Remember the three people you drew on page 71. Think of ways to show and tell them about 
God’s love and the hope of heaven they can have. 

Make three choices to live God’s way today (for example, being kind, not saying hurtful words, 
helping someone in a practical way, being friends with someone lonely, being honest). 
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Remember
• Jesus lives and rules 

in heaven.

• Heaven is the perfect place 
to live.

• Jesus has prepared for us to 
be with Him in heaven.

TALK TO GOD

Write or think of a “thank You” prayer to God 
for the good things He has given here on earth 
and the good things He has prepared in heaven. 

MEMORY VERSE

He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes. There will be no more death or 
sadness. There will be no more crying or 
pain.  Revelation 21:4

Make up actions to go with the verse as you 
say it. These will help you remember it. Show 
someone else the actions as you say the verse.

When you are a friend of God, all the 
stories in these sections are yours and you 
are part of God’s story too. God’s people 
can all look forward to the great day when 
they will be in heaven with God. Until 
that time, they can keep following Jesus’ 
example and living 
God’s way.

12
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Tell Others
 Sharing God’s Gift
When we receive a great gift, it is 
normal to want to tell others about it. 
We become excited and want to show 
others and tell them about this great 
gift! 

I remember the first day I worked as 
a delivery airplane. I was so excited 
about visiting different countries 
all around the world. I was going 
to meet new people. My whole life 
had changed. Everywhere I went, 
others asked me about my new job. 
‘Is it fun?’ or ‘Where will you get to 
go?’ they would ask. I couldn’t stop 
telling them about it. 

Do you remember the Great Gift 
God has given us and the ‘Good 
News’ we all should tell people? Look 
back at Story 4 in section 1.

After Jesus died and God raised Him 
back to life, He sent His disciples 
out into the world to tell people the 
Good News about what He had done 
to save us from our sin problem. The 
book called ‘Acts’ in the Bible has 
stories about where the disciples went 

and what they did. The disciples are 
also called ‘apostles.’ The next story 
is about the apostle Peter and some 
of the other apostles. They were very 
excited to tell people about Jesus. 
Some authorities at the time were not 
so happy about the apostles doing this. 

Would the apostles be successful in 
sharing the Good News or would they 
be stopped? 

You can read this story in Acts 5:17-42.

Genesis in Asia

Age: 12 
Loves: burgers 
Dreams: to be a 
pastry chef

I admire the apostles. They were beaten and 
imprisoned but continued to teach about the 
Lord Jesus. When I become a chef I will put 
verses on my cakes so that people will also 
know the Lord Jesus.

LET’S MEET

12



88

The high priest and all his 
companions were Sadducees. 
They were very jealous of the 
apostles. So they arrested them 
and put them in the public 
prison. But during the night 
an angel of the Lord came. He 
opened the prison doors and 
brought the apostles out. “Go! 
Stand in the temple courtyard,” 
the angel said. “Tell the people 
all about this new life.”

Early the next day they did 
as they had been told. They 
entered the temple courtyard. 
There they began to teach 
the people.

Acts 5:17-21a

Sadducees

Sadducees were a powerful 
group of people who opposed 

Jesus.
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The religious officials had a special meeting.

They sent for the apostles who were in prison. The officers arrived at 
the prison. But they didn’t find the apostles there. So they went back 
and reported it. “We found the prison locked up tight,” they said. “The 
guards were standing at the doors. But when we opened the doors, 
we didn’t find anyone inside.” When the captain of the temple guard 
and the chief priests heard this report, they were bewildered. They 
wondered what would happen next.

Then someone came and said, “Look! The men you put in prison are 
standing in the temple courtyard. They are teaching the people.”

Acts 5:21b-25

Priests

Priests were important 
religious leaders who worked 

in the temple.
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Turn 
away from sin

When we turn away from sin, 
we are sorry for our sin and ask 
God to forgive us. We repent 

and turn to God.

The priests sent the guards to arrest the apostles because they were teaching 
everyone about Jesus. The high priest questioned them. “We gave you 
clear orders not to teach in Jesus’ name,” he said. “But you have filled 
Jerusalem with your teaching. You want to make us guilty of this 
man’s death.”

Peter and the other apostles replied, “We must obey God instead of 
people! You had Jesus killed by nailing him to a cross. But the God of 
our people raised Jesus from the dead. Now Jesus is Prince and Savior. 
God has proved this by giving him a place of honor at his own right 
hand. He did it so that he could turn Israel away from their sins and 
forgive them. We are witnesses of these things. And so is the Holy Spirit. 
God has given the Spirit to those who obey him.”

Acts 5:27a-32
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Some of the religious officials wanted to kill the apostles but they realized that 
this might cause more problems. So they had the apostles punished and then 
released them from jail with a warning. But the apostles wanted to obey God 
rather than men, so they continued to tell others the good news. Day after day, 
they kept teaching in the temple courtyards and from house to house. 
They never stopped telling the good news that Jesus is the Christ.

Acts 5:38-42
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QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT

• An angel helped the apostles get out of jail. True or false?
• Why had the apostles been arrested?

MATCH THE PICTURES

These pictures are from the story. Draw a line to 
match the words with the pictures.

TELL OTHERS
The apostles were really excited to tell others about Jesus. Tell a friend about Jesus. You can 
use the objects you collected in your gift box in weeks 1-4 to help you explain the Good 
News. Or use the pictures in your God’s Great Gift section.  You can also tell them Your 
Story about becoming friends with Jesus from page 72.

• What did they do when they were released?

Jesus’ apostles were so excited about what they had seen with Jesus that they wanted to 
tell everyone they could. They knew it was very important that people hear the Good 
News about how they could be saved from their sins by believing and following Jesus. 
It was so important that people hear the Good News about Jesus that the apostles were 
willing to risk their own lives. The apostles knew that no hardship could stop them from 
being friends with God.

Angel appears to apostles

Guards looking in at empty jail cell

Apostles teaching in the temple

Apostles going from house to house
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Thanks for reading these stories with me! Do 
not forget, there are other great stories in the 
Bible and many more things to learn.

Remember
• The Good News of Jesus is 

worth telling others about.

• You can tell others about 
Jesus wherever you are; at 
school, on the street, in the 
market, and while you play.

• Tell your family, friends, 
and neighbors.

TELL THE GOOD NEWS

TALKING TO GOD

Find the apostles telling the Good News! Circle 10 apostles in the picture who look like this:

Dear God, 
Thank you for giving us the Bible that 
tells the story of Jesus. Thank you for 
helping people know Jesus. Please help 
me to have the courage like Peter and the 
apostles so I can tell my friends the Good 
News about Jesus. Amen.

MEMORY VERSE
Go and make disciples of all nations. 
Baptize them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  Matthew 28:19

As you say this verse, turn around on the 
spot so that you face in the direction of every 
nation. Repeat this until you learn it. Don’t 
get too dizzy!
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Reviewing our journey
When you decide to follow Jesus, you have begun an exciting journey and new life of 
friendship with God.

God made us and loves us
God has loved you from the very beginning of time. When He 
made the world, He had you in mind. The plants and animals, the 
mountains and seas, everything in the universe, joy and creativity 
were all designed to show you God’s greatness. But our relationship 
with Him was ruined when people sinned by disobeying God. Sin 
creates all the problems in our world today. God sent His Son Jesus 
to Earth to fix our sin problem. Jesus lived a sinless life and took the 
punishment for our sin. Now you can be friends with Him forever if 
you believe in Him. This is Good News!

We can grow and change
We can talk with God every day by praying and read all about Him 
in the Bible. We will begin to grow and change to live the way He 
wants us to. We will turn away from doing wrong things and 
choose to do what’s right. We will learn to be more kind, loving 
generous, and thankful. We will sometimes fail but when we tell 
Jesus, He will forgive us. We continue the journey with God step by 
step, every day.

We can live forever
When you are a friend of Jesus, this life now is just the beginning. 
Even if life is difficult now, we know that God has prepared a 
wonderful, perfect place for us to live forever. We will continue the 
Greatest Journey in Heaven and it will be more wonderful than you 
could ever imagine. 

We can tell the Good News
This is such Good News that we cannot keep it to ourselves. We 
need to tell others and show them that Jesus loves them too. We can 
tell children and adults how Jesus has changed our lives. Jesus tells 
us to love everyone by our words and actions. He wants us to show 
love and kindness to our friends and our enemies. This sounds 
difficult but He gives us the strength to do it if we ask Him.
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Pray for others to come to know Jesus 
Dear God, Thank You for loving my family and friends. Please help them to understand Your 
love. Help them to believe in Jesus and follow Him. Please help me to tell them about Your love. 
Thank You for hearing my prayer. In Jesus name I pray. Amen.
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Continuing our journey
When you are on a long journey, you make sure you are prepared. You should know where you 
will find water and food along the way. You need to know which direction you should go and you 
need companions you can trust to go with you.

Following Jesus is the same way. You are on a journey that will take the rest of your life, so to 
help you along the way:

• Talk to Jesus every day.
• Learn about Jesus by reading the Bible.
• Meet with other followers of Jesus.
• Tell others about Jesus and John 3:16

Sharing God’s Gift with Others
We know that Jesus is alive and can forgive our sin. He can also forgive your friends and family so 
that they can be with God in heaven too. They need to believe in and follow Jesus. Telling them 
about Jesus is the greatest gift you can give them.

Tell others about Jesus’ love

Share John 3:16 with your family and friends: “God loved the world so much that He gave 
His one and only Son. Anyone who believes in Him will not die but will have eternal life.”

Tell others more about Jesus: His perfect life, miracles, and teaching.

Don’t forget! You can share “Your Story” too! Share all about how you came to know Jesus 
from the “Write Your Story” activity in Lesson 9. And show God’s love in your actions!

List the names of family or friends who need to know about Jesus:



The Greatest Journey is a 12 part discipleship program to help children 
know Jesus, follow Him every day, and tell others this Good News. 

1. God’s Great Gift 
2. Walking with God 
3. Sharing God’s Gift

God’s Great Gift introduces children to Jesus and explains why He came 
and how He fixed our problem of sin. God’s great gift is friendship with 
Him forever. Jesus made all this possible.

Walking with God encourages children to trust in God every day. As we 
respond to God’s love we begin to grow and change to live the way He has 
designed us to live.

Sharing God’s Gift encourages us all to share what God has given us with 
others. Telling others about Jesus is a great way to show that God loves 
them. But love is more than words; it is kind and loving actions to others, 
even those we find difficult to love. 

God’s gift of eternal life is ours to share.

This material is only for free distribution and is not to be sold. 

This discipleship program is hosted by:


