


AT THE BANQUET TABLE
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Recommended Size: 25–100+ guests 
Recommended Age: 8 years and older

Event objective: What better way to bring people together than with food? 
The At the Banquet Table event equips you to use food, fellowship, and 
the new Operation Christmas Child Cambodia video to host a fantastic 
event. Whether you do a potluck meal or supply the food, we suggest an 
Asian theme to fit with the Cambodia focus. By kicking off your Operation 
Christmas Child packing season with this event, you can give your guests a 
taste of what God is doing around the world. 

Agenda: 
70–90 minutes

• Greet guests as they arrive

• 10-minute welcome and trivia

• 40 minutes to enjoy your Cambodian-inspired dinner, using conversation 
cards to guide dinner conversation

• 10-minute country presentation and Hope for Cambodia’s Children video 

• 10-minute wrap-up, prayer, and send off

Location: 

• Volunteer’s home

• School or church gym

• Church fellowship hall

• Community center

Food and Décor:

• Downloadable recipes

• Southeast Asian-inspired décor

• Music
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Set up: 

• Set up a TV/projector, laptop, and speakers.

• Your banquet can be served buffet style. Set up an appropriate number  
  of tables, chairs, and serving tables and provide plates, cutlery, napkins,  
  cups, and drinks.

• Print the welcome script, country presentation, and wrap-up script. 

• Provide a pen and paper at each table for trivia.

• Print conversation cards.

Invitation/Bulletin Insert/Web Announcement

Join us for a unique banquet as we enjoy a taste of Southeast Asia.  
Hear how God is using Samaritan’s Purse and Operation Christmas Child in 
Cambodia to reach children, families, and communities with the hope and 
joy of Jesus Christ.    

Join us on (day) at (time) for this special night.

Please RSVP to (name) at (email or phone #) to learn more and reserve 
your seat At the Banquet Table. 

Poster

Want to hear how God is using Operation Christmas Child in Cambodia? 
Join us At the Banquet Table 
(date)  
For More Information (contact info) 

Pulpit Announcement 

Cambodia is a Buddhist nation with many remote, impoverished villages. 
On (date) we will host a special banquet and share with you how God is 
working through Operation Christmas Child and The Greatest Journey to 
bring the Gospel to a spiritually dark nation. For more information or to 
reserve your spot for this special night contact (name).
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Welcome Script:

Good evening, and welcome to this special night. In just a moment we will 
pray and begin enjoying this delicious Cambodian-inspired menu. Thank 
you all so much for joining us this evening. My prayer is that God uses this 
night to encourage your hearts and to inspire you with what He is doing 
around the world. 

Tonight we will focus specifically on the Southeast Asian nation of 
Cambodia. The order of events will be dinner, a short video presentation, 
and a time of prayer. At your tables are discussion questions. Someone at 
each table can act as table host and use the questions on the cards to lead 
the conversation as you enjoy dinner. (or have hosts preassigned)  

Last thing before we pray: I have a few trivia questions, and the winning 
table goes through the buffet line first! Pens and paper are at your table. 
We will accept one answer sheet per table, and we’re going to move quickly 
through the questions.

1.  How many countries have received Operation Christmas Child  
   shoebox gifts since 1993?  150

2.   How many shoebox gifts have been delivered around the world  
   since 1993?  146 million

3. In what year did Cambodia first receive shoebox gifts?  2000

4. Which three countries border Cambodia?  Thailand, Laos, Vietnam

5. What is the main religion in Cambodia?  Buddhism 

6. Samaritan’s Purse works in Cambodia through many different projects.  
   In what year did Samaritan’s Purse begin working in Cambodia?  2003

7.  The main country office for Samaritan’s Purse Cambodia is located in  
   what city (also the capital city)?  Phnom Penh

8. What is the name of the communist regime that ruled in Cambodia  
   and was responsible for a brutal genocide?  Khmer Rouge

9. What percentage of Cambodia’s population lives in rural areas?  80

10. What is the official language in Cambodia?  Khmer

Congratulate winners and pray over the food.
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Table Conversation Cards: 

Operation Christmas Child is stepping into some of the hardest to reach 
communities impacted by war, famine, poverty, and false religions. Think 
back to a time when you have stepped into a community faced with 
hardships. This may have been a mission trip to the slums of India, or a few 
blocks down the road to an at-risk community in your city. What was your 
experience and biggest take away? How did you see the hope of the Gospel 
impact people without hope?

Operation Christmas Child uses a shoebox gift as a tool to present the 
Gospel to children. Think about what would happen if one was delivered 
without the other – the shoebox without the Gospel, or the Gospel 
without the shoebox. Why should this tangible expression and the Gospel 
presentation go hand in hand?

Last year, 9,121,799 shoeboxes were packed from the United States and 
delivered to children around the world. Each shoebox, packed with love 
and prayer, was filled with all sorts of fun items. Why is it so important that 
shoeboxes are packed with quality items and stuffed full?

Think back to a person in your life who has strengthened you in your faith 
journey. Where would you be today without them? After children receive 
a shoebox, they are invited to attend The Greatest Journey, which is a 
12-lesson discipleship program taught by a local teacher who is trained and 
becomes a mentor for the children. Why is this discipleship program so 
valuable? 

Country Presentation:

As we begin the Cambodia presentation and then watch the video I invite 
you to take a minute and just slip off your shoes. Removing your shoes 
before you enter someone’s home is a very common practice in Cambodia. 
If you visit Cambodia you’re likely to be invited into a home because the 
Southeast Asia culture is one of hospitality and warmth. Cambodians 
greatly value relationships and will spend hours visiting over a meal or cup 
of tea. Cambodians are generous and will go out of their way to make you 
feel comfortable and welcomed. 
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But Cambodia is also a nation with a traumatic past—and it’s still 
recovering. An eight-year civil war led to a victory for the Cambodian 
Communist Party known as the Khmer Rouge. This brutal regime set out to 
turn Cambodia into a completely agrarian society by torturing and killing 
professionals, the educated, and those with connections to the former 
government. From 1975-1979, the Khmer Rouge’s horrific genocide killed 
nearly one quarter of the population. An entire generation was wiped out—
nearly 75 percent of Cambodians are younger than 35 years old. 

It’s also important for us to understand that Cambodia is predominantly 
Buddhist: To be Cambodian is to be Buddhist. Buddhism is not just a 
religion but a way of life. Going to the temple and participating in the 
many Buddhist festivals throughout the year is an expectation and not an 
exception. 

Samaritan’s Purse has worked in Cambodia since 2003. We are bringing 
physical aid and the love of Jesus Christ through projects such as maternal 
child health; water, sanitation, and hygiene; agriculture; and safe migration 
and trafficking awareness. 

Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes were first sent to Cambodia in 2000 
and since then more than 1 million Cambodian children have received 
a shoebox. These shoebox gifts are tangible expressions of God’s love, 
and they represent an opportunity to share the Gospel with children in 
desperate need of hope. 

Thida—who you’ll meet in the video—is just one child who has experienced 
the hope of Jesus through a simple shoebox gift. After receiving her 
shoebox, Thida was invited to join The Greatest Journey discipleship 
program. God has worked in this young girl’s heart and her teachers and 
family are amazed at her transformation. 

Before participating in Operation Christmas Child and The Greatest 
Journey, Pastor Sokneang was having a hard time starting a church in a 
remote village. You’ll hear in the video his story of a dramatic turnaround. 

Cambodia is a poor country whose citizens often struggle just to make 
ends meet. But through Operation Christmas Child, God is changing hearts 
and giving impoverished children and families hope—some for the very first 
time. 

Show video: Hope for Cambodia’s Children   
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Wrap-Up Script: 

All across Cambodia, children like Nimol are experiencing hope and love. 
Children like Thida are growing in their faith and sharing their faith with 
friends and family. Pastors like Sokneang are persevering and seeing God 
work in ways they never imagined possible. 

I hope you had fun this evening as we gathered together around the  
banquet table. The stories you heard would not be possible without a 
shoebox gift. These shoeboxes are seeds that plant truth and love in a  
child’s heart and are often the beginning of that child’s faith journey. 

Before we leave I want to briefly share with you how to pack a shoebox gift 
and what our goal is as a church.  

• Provide information on how to pack a shoebox. Bring a packed    
  shoebox with you and show the items that can be packed.  
  Give examples of quality items as well as inappropriate items.    
  Take a moment to mention the value of quality shoeboxes,    
  including a WOW item.

• Explain the importance of the suggested $9 shipping donation. 

• Share your shoebox goal.

• Share the importance of getting people involved in your packing efforts.

• Thank guests for coming and close the evening with prayer.
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RECIPE SUGGESTIONS 
Recipes for each dish can be easily found online.

Main Entree 

Fish Amok—A classic dish often served in a banana leaf. 

Pork and Rice (Bai Sach Chrouk)—Sliced, grilled pork served with rice and 
fried scallion, green tomatoes, or cucumbers on top.

Beef Stir-fry (Loc Lac)—Tomatoes, cucumbers, raw onions, and stir-fried 
beef on a bed of whole lettuce leaves.

Khmer Noodles (Nom Banh Chok)—Rice noodles topped with fish gravy, 
raw vegetables, and fresh basil and mint.   

Sides

Sticky Rice—A Cambodian meal must include rice. Cambodians will tell you 
they haven’t eaten unless they are served rice! 

Morning Glory—This popular vegetable has a spinach-like taste. Serve on its 
own or toss some morning glory into a main dish.

Papaya Salad (Bok Lahong)—Papaya and mango coated with a thin mixture 
of lemon grass, vinegar, lime, garlic, and other spices. Top with toasted 
cashews. 

Noodle Salad—Like rice, noodles are a staple food in Cambodia. Just 
combine cooked noodles with chili sauce, soy sauce, lime juice, and fish 
sauce. Add sliced cabbage and top with chopped peanuts. 

Dessert

Mango Sticky Rice—A very popular dish across Southeast Asia! All you 
need is sliced mango, sticky rice, and a topping sauce made of coconut 
milk, sugar, and salt. 

Jelly Dessert (Cha Houy Teuk)—A sweet dessert made with ingredients 
such as gelatin, coconut milk, jackfruit, red beans, sago, and taro. 

Banana Rice Pudding—Banana, fruit slices, honey, vanilla, cinnamon, and 
nutmeg combined with rice and milk. 

Fried Banana Nuggets (Chek Chien)—Easy to make and can be served with 
vanilla ice cream.


