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the UNEXPECTED MESSIAH         Introduction

Introduction Video

• The tomb Todd and Stu are sitting on is in a park behind the King David Hotel in Jerusalem.  Most tombs had a chiseled stone like 
this one that was set in a channel that allowed it to roll back & forth.  Mark 15:46.   

• The olive tree will be seen throughout the videos.  It is a symbol of  the Jewish people’s fruitfulness and resilience.  The Apostle Paul, 
a Jew, stated that through Jesus, Gentiles (wild olive branches), have been grafted in with Jews (natural olive branches) to become the 
Church.  

>> Read Romans 11:11-32 and discuss the relationship between Israel and the Church. 

• Western/Wailing Wall:  Why do the Jews pray at the Western Wall when the Southern and Eastern walls are available?  This is the 
holiest place for Jews because the Temple was where God chose to put His name forever (1 Kings 9:3).  Since the Temple faced to the 
East, The Holy of  Holies was at the western end of  the Temple.  Thus they want to be as close to God’s presence as possible.  

>> Read 1 Kings 8:41-44

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some of  the common things seen at the Western Wall:

Davvening prayer

When Jews bob up and down, it is a part of  what’s called the davvening prayer tradition.  It helps them find a “different space” where they 
shut out the world around them and focus on finding the presence of  God

Prayer shawls

When Jesus said you are to pray in a closet (Matthew 6:6), he didn’t mean that small room with your shirts and shoes.  The Jewish under-
standing of  closet was the prayer shawl pulled over the head, where one could shut out the world around them.

Phylacteries

The boxes on their foreheads contain tiny scrolls of  Scripture.  It’s a literal interpretation of  Deuteronomy 6:8, “…bind them on your 
foreheads.”

Kippah

Wearing a kippah is not based on any Scripture (although it has the same Hebrew root as Kippur—God’s covering of  sin with the blood of  
a sacrifice), but was a Jewish custom that developed as a reminder that there is always Someone above who watches over our every act.
 

Notes in the Wall

Jews leave prayers on notes in the Western Wall so that their prayers are always before God’s face.
 

Washing hands

This is based on Psalm 24:3-4 where it states we are to approach God with “clean hands.”
 



• The scene with carpenter’s hands using his tool are those of  one of  the actors at the Nazareth Village.  Nazareth Village is a re-creat-
ed, first century village that opened in the year 2000.  Check them out at http://www.nazarethvillage.com/home 

•  Footage from Masada is seen throughout the Unexpected Messiah.  At Masada are the ruins on top of  a bluff  by the Dead Sea.   The 
Siege of  Masada happened in AD 72-73.  An estimated 15,000 Roman troops surrounded the Masada fortress where 967 Jewish Zeal-
ots & their families were located.   After months of  building a ramp up the 1,000 foot side and breaking through the fortress walls, 
Roman soldiers found only 7 alive.  The rest died by mass suicide, because, as their leader Eleazar Ben Yair stated, they would rather, 
“die bravely, and in a state of  freedom.”

•  2:58:  If  you look closely at the right side of  the rock formation, you can see the skull-like features in the rock face.  Jesus was cruci-
fied at Golgotha, which means “the place of  the skull” (Matthew 27:33).  This is near a place called the Garden Tomb (John 19:41), 
where many believe Jesus was crucified and buried.   

•  3:59-4:03:  Caesarea Philippi is a very impressive location even without the structures of  Jesus’ day.   It was founded by Phillip the 
Tetrarch in 3 B.C. and later named partly in honor of  Caesar Augustus.  Pan was the chief  Greek god worshipped here, and a lot of  
chaotic debauchery happened on a regular basis.  Pan is where we get the word “panic.”   



the UNEXPECTED MESSIAH          Episode 1

 The Jebusites resided in modern day Jerusalem until they were conquered by Israel around 1,000 B.C. (1 Chronicles 11:4-9).  David later 
bought the threshing floor from Araunah the Jebusite, which would be the place where his son Solomon would later build the Temple (1 
Chronicles 21:22-24).
>> You can read the The Davidic Covenant in 1 Chronicles 17:1-15

>> Jesus’ genealogy is found in Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38.  

An interesting study, done by the mathematical genius Ivan Panin, shows the patterns of  

SEVENS found in account of  Christ’s birth found in Matthew 1:1-17:

1.  The number of  words which are nouns is exactly 56, or 7 x 8. 
2. The Greek word “the” occurs most frequently in the passage: exactly 56 times, or 7 x 8. 
3. Also, the number of  different forms in which the article “the” occurs is exactly 7. 
4. There are two main sections in the passage: verse 1-11 and 12-17.  

In the first main section, the number of  Greek vocabulary words used is 49, or 7 x 7. 
5. Of  these 49 words, The number of  those beginning with a vowel is 28, or 7 x 4. 
6. The number of  words beginning with a consonant is 21, or 7 x 3. 
7. The total number of  letters in these 49 words is exactly 266, or 7 x 38-exactly. 
8. The numbers of  vowels among these 266 letters is 140, or 7 x 20. 
9. The number of  consonants is 126, or 7 x 18-exactly. 
10. Of  these 49 words, the number of  words which occur more than once is 35, or 7 x 5. 
11. The number of  words occurring only once is 14, or 7 x2. 
12. The number of  words which occur in only one form is exactly 42, or 7 x 6. 
13. The number of  words appearing in more than one form is also 7. 
14. The number of  49 Greek vocabulary words which are nouns is 42, or 7 x 6. 
15. The number of  words which are not nouns is 7. 
16. Of  the nouns, 35 are proper names, or 7 x 5. 
17. These 35 nouns are used 63 times, or 7 x 9. 
18. The number of  male names is 28, or 7 x 4. 
19. These male names occur 56 times or 7 x 8. 
20. The number which are not male names is 7. 
21. Three women are mentioned-Tamar, Rahab, and Ruth. The number of  Greek letters in these three names is 14, or 7 x 2. 
22. The number of  compound nouns is 7. 
23. The number of  Greek letters in these 7 nouns is 49, or 7 x 7. 
24.  Only one city is named in this passage, Babylon, which in Greek contains exactly 7 letters.

>> Do you think there is any significance to Panin’s study?



Beit She’an is the location of  the scene describing Roman ingenuity for the various pools (hot, warm and cold) found at a typical Roman 
bath house.  Above is an artist’s rendition of  a 1st century bath house.  Jesus didn’t seek the creature comforts of  Beit She’an as the gospels 
never mention Him going there, even though it was only about 20 miles southeast of  Nazareth.  Rather, He said that He was willing to 
humble Himself  and that “the Son of  Man has no place to lay his head” (Matthew 8:20).  
>>How willing are we to give up the comforts of  this world in exchange for eternal treasures?

3:00:  Some might wonder if  these are real buildings.  It’s actually a large model of  1st Century Jerusalem found at the Israel Museum.  The 
First Temple was built by Solomon around 959 B.C., but was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 B.C..  It was rebuilt and completed under 
Zerubbabel in 516 B.C., renovated by Herod the Great in the first century B.C., but was again destroyed by the Romans in A.D. 70.  The 
Temple Institute (https://www.templeinstitute.org/) and other organizations are working diligently toward building the Third Temple!
>> Read Daniel 9:27 and 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4.  What do these verses say about the Temple’s importance in End Times events?

The odds of  Jesus fulfilling just 8 of  these over 300 Messianic prophecies is 1 in 1017.  If  you took 1017 silver coins and spread them across 
Texas, they would be two feet thick.  Put an “X” on one coin, blindfold someone, and drop them in the middle of  Texas.  They have the 
same odds of  finding that one coin as Jesus did of  fulfilling 8 of  the hundreds of  prophecies He’s already fulfilled!  
>> Learn more at http://sciencespeaks.dstoner.net/Christ_of_Prophecy.html 
 
The olive trees in the Garden of  Gethsemane are believed to be over 2,000 years old.  Olive trees traditionally would be fruitful for 300-400 
years, and then would be cut down to a stump.  The shoot that grew out of  the stump would be called a netzer.  Isaiah 11:1 and Jeremiah 
23:5 state that the Messiah would be the “shoot” out of  the stump of  Jesse, David’s father.  Nazareth, Jesus’ hometown, has same root as 
netzer.  Plus, He came after 400 “unfruitful” years!
• The Zealots fought the Roman rule through guerilla warfare.  Simon, one of  Jesus’ disciples, was a Zealot.  The Essenes thought 

separation was the best way to deal with a corrupt culture.  They lived a “monastic” lifestyle at Qumran, just northeast of  the Dead 
Sea.  This is where they found the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947.  The Pharisees were primarily in the Galilee region, had a high view of  
Scripture, and believed strict adherence to the Torah was the right response to Roman influence.  The Sadducees were liberal in their 
approach to Scripture (didn’t believe in miracles, resurrection, angels, etc.), and enjoyed the power and comfort they had through Ro-
man rule.  They were primarily in the Jerusalem/Jericho area.  

• What are some of  the groups or factions found within Christianity?  What are some strengths and weaknesses of  these groups?  With 
which “group” would you most closely line up?
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1:00:  Filmed at the southern steps leading to the Temple Mount.  This was the popular entrance to the Temple through the Huldah Gates 
(probably named after a prophetess who lived during the reign of  Josiah in the 7th century B.C. – 2 Kings 22:14).  (southern steps pictured 
above)  These are the steps Jesus and His disciples would have used to enter the Temple area during the 3 great feasts every year (Passover, 
Pentecost and Feast of  Tabernacles).
• Since Jesus traveled to Jerusalem for these major Feasts just like all other Jews, what does this tell you about God’s perspective on ritu-

als and remembrances?  What were the main purposes of  the Jewish Feasts (Leviticus 23)?

•  Read Luke 2:1-7.  The circumstances around Jesus’ birth were filled with prophecy & symbolism:
•  Joseph came from the line of  David, so he needed to go to the Town of  David, Bethlehem, during the census.  This was prophesied 

in Micah 5:2
• Bethlehem means “house of  bread.”  Jesus claimed to be the “bread of  life.” in John 6:35.
• Jesus was laid in a manger, which was a watering trough cut out of  rock.  In John 7:37-38, Jesus told the crowds that He was the sup-

plier of  “living water.”

•  Beit Sefer (“house of  the book”)  General education for all boys ages 5-12 where they memorized first 5 books (Torah) of  the Bible.  
Jesus was allowed to go the Temple at age 12—Luke 2:42;  

• Beit Midrash (“house of  study”) Most boys would then learn their father’s trade at age 12.  Only the best and brightest would continue 
to study from ages 12-15.  They learned all of  the Hebrew Scriptures and the art of  answering a question with a question—Luke 2:46-
47 

• Beit Talmud (“house of  learning”) at age 15, the best of  the best would seek out a rabbi with authority (smika) to follow 24/7 so they 
could learn to be like that rabbi.  They would become the disciple (talmid) of  the rabbi, often until they were 30 years old—Luke 3:23

 
How seriously do we take our study and memorization of  Scripture?  

Capernaum, meaning “village of  Nahum,” was a small town in Jesus’ day, but was significant in a lot of  ways
 •  Some have called it Jesus’ hometown because of  the amount of  time He spent there teaching and performing miracles.
 •  It had one of  the largest yeshivas (Jewish seminary) in the ancient world
 •  There are more writings in the Mishnah and Talmud from Capernaum rabbis than all other rabbis combined.
 •  The synagogue is very large for such a small town, and the Bible explains where the funds came from (Luke 7:3-5)

If  Jesus’ earthly ministry was today, where do you think He would spend most of  His time?
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Peter was probably the oldest disciple because he was married, was the leader of  the disciples, and because Jesus miraculously provided 
enough money just to cover the temple tax for Peter and Him (Matthew 17:24-27).  This tax was only required for men 20 years and older 
(Exodus 30:13-14), so one could assume that only Peter was over 20.
 • Peter was usually the “First to speak” – Mark 9:5-6;  “First out of  the boat” – Matthew 14:29, John 21:7;  “one who cut 
off  the ear” – John 18:10.  Although his propensity to act first, think later got him into some predicaments, his “all in” personality made 
him the natural leader of  the disciples and early Church.  You can even see how much he grew from the ending of  the gospels to his pas-
sionate sermon 50 days later on the Day of  Pentecost.  Read Acts 2:14-41

>> What was the “big idea” of  Peter’s message?  How did he validate that message?
>> Was there a time where God used you in spite of  your mistakes?  What life lessons did you learn from those experiences?

Jesus spent the majority of  His time in what is called the Evangelical Triangle:  Bethsaida, Capernaum and Chorazin.  Jesus chose five of  
His disciples from the small fishing town of  Bethsaida (John 1:40-51), often taught and performed miracles in Capernaum, and yet warned 
the people in these towns (the “woe’s” of  Luke 10:13-15) because they had stubborn, unbelieving hearts.  

>> When is a time when you had a stubborn, unbelieving heart in spite of  God’s faithfulness in your past?

>> You can read the story of  Zacchaeus in Luke 19:1-10.  
Jews had no images on their coins because of  God’s 2nd Commandment of  no idols (Exodus 20:4-6).  Zakkai means “pure,” but he would 
have been called a dirty sinner by his peers.  Jesus uses a common teaching style of  rabbis here called “remez,” which means hint.   In Luke 
19:10, Jesus paraphrases Ezekiel 34:16.  

>> Read Ezekiel 34:1-10.  
Aware that the Sadducees know the entire passage, Jesus quotes verse 16, which is just after Ezekiel says that God would reject the “shep-
herds of  Israel” who cared more about themselves than the sheep.  He is also suggesting that they are “goats.”  Goats are known to lead 
entire flocks away from the shepherd and must be stopped by the Shepherd.  Jesus talks more about sheep and goats in Matthew 25:31-46.

>> Without attacking individuals, what are some movements in our culture that appear to be spiritual, but are actually leading people away from the Good Shep-
herd?



>> Read Mark 8:17-21.  
Jesus is trying to get them to see the symbolism found in His earlier miracles.  As Jews, they knew that the Hebrew understanding of  num-
bers is also as symbols, not just quantities.  
Here are some examples:
• Three = “stability” – the Patriarchs, # of  pilgrimages a year to Jerusalem, time between death & resurrection, the Trinity 
• Seven = “completeness,” but also symbolic of  the Gentiles in the “rest of  the world” (Deuteronomy 7:1, Joshua 3:10, Acts 13:19).  
• Twelve = “God’s people”; 12 tribes of  Israel, disciples
• Forty = “generation” or “time of  transition”; the Flood, wandering in the desert, Moses’ life in 3 sections of  40’s, the reign of  Saul 

(Acts 13:21), David (1 Kings 2:11) and Solomon (1 Kings 11:42) were all 40 years; Jesus’ temptation in the desert.

6:32:  Caesarea Philippi was the global capital of  Pan worship.  
Pan was a satyr—part man, part goat (pictured right.)  
Pan worship included spring fertility rituals that blended fertility  
practices of  the gods  Ba’al and Asherah.  

Gates of  Hades:  Jewish thought was hell is sheol—watery place
 under the earth, the abyss.  That made Caesarea Philippi even
 more abhorrent to Jews.  This view of  water is probably why the 
disciples were so scared and thought Jesus was a ghost on the Sea 
of  Galilee (Matthew 14:22-33).

>> What does this scene tell you about Jesus’ heart for the 
lost?...The role of  the church?...The church’s attitude towards evil?
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The Passover Lamb that was sacrificed in the Temple was raised in Bethlehem:  
    The Tower of  the Flock  was used by shepherds for protection from their enemies and wild   
    beasts.  The shepherds at this site were specifically trained for the royal task of  raising and   
    protecting the special lambs that were prepared for the Temple sacrifice.  They even  
    wrapped the lambs in “swaddling cloth!”  Micah 4:8 predicts that the Messiah (Lamb of    
    God) would come from this same place.

•     The Passover Lamb would be on display in the Temple for the 5 days leading up to the  
    Passover sacrifice.  People would see it daily and test its worthiness.  

    >> Read Matthew 22:15-46.  How was Jesus “tested” in the Temple from Palm  
    Sunday to the cross?  How did He most often respond to these tests (hint: He used another  
    tactic often used by rabbis)?  
    

 

 

 

 

The Good Samaritan:  
>> Read Luke 10:25-37

• By saying “you have answered correctly,” Jesus is aligning Himself  with this “expert” who was in the camp of  the Pharisee Hillel.  In 
the story, the two who walked around the injured person would have probably been Sadducees who aligned with Pharisee Shammai 
as he believed ceremonial cleanliness was more important than loving one’s neighbor (Leviticus 22:4-6).  Plus, most of  the religious 
leaders in Jericho were Sadducees.  

• In Jewish stories, the hero of  the story was always the third person.  Jesus drops a bomb by saying the hero was a Samaritan.  Samar-
itans were the despised half-breeds that the king of  Assyria brought into Israel centuries before (2 Kings 17:24-41).  Jesus was willing 
to hang out with these “outcasts” for a couple of  days in John 4:1-42.

• What is the big idea of  Jesus’ parable?  Who are the Samaritans in your life whom Jesus has called you to emulate? 

• Stu referred to the “very day” Jesus entered Jerusalem.  This was Palm Sunday, or the 10th of  Nisan in the Jewish calendar, which was 
“lamb-selection” Sunday.  The people were celebrating the religious leaders bringing the lamb from Bethany to the Temple, and also 
waved palm branches in remembrance of  the triumphal entry of  the Maccabees after their victory over the Seleucids around 166 B.C.. 
Just as the Maccabees cleared the Temple of  the corruption of  their day, Jesus’ first act was to clear the Temple of  its current corrup-
tion (read Luke 19:45-46; Mark 11:15-17).

>> What are some things that need “cleared out” in your daily life?
>> For more details on all of  the symbolism found within Palm Sunday, check out the book The Coming Prince by Sir Robert Anderson.

The High Priest would kill the Passover lamb in the Temple at the evening sacrifice, which was exactly at 3:00.  He would also claim “It is 
finished” as he cut the lamb’s throat.  Jesus died exactly at 3:00 (Mark 15:34) and said “It is finished” (John 19:30).
•  The word “excruciating” comes from the crucifixion.  The Romans invented this slow and painful execution centuries after the Bible 

describes it in Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53.  It was considered a shameful way to die and was reserved for the worst offenders (Roman 
citizens were rarely crucified).  Jews too believed crucifixion was a disgrace (Deuteronomy 21:22-23; Galatians 3:13).

•  Knowing the excruciating death that was to come, how do you feel when read that Jesus “resolutely set out for Jerusalem”(Luke 
9:51)?  

•  What does the Bible’s prediction of  Jesus’ suffering hundreds of  years prior tell you about God’s love for humankind (Romans 5:8)?
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Gamaliel was a student of  Hillel, and the teacher of  Paul (Acts 5:34-40).  Paul would have also aligned with the Hillel camp just as we saw 
earlier that Jesus most closely aligned with that camp.  This camp had a high view of  Scripture, meaning it took the Bible literally and obe-
dience to the literal interpretation was emphasized.
>> How can we hold a high view of  Scripture today while not becoming legalistic?

>> John 1:14 says that Jesus was “full of  grace and truth.”  In what areas do you think it is most challenging for believers to strike a balance between grace and 
truth in today’s culture?

The Sanhedrin (meaning council) consisted of  70 members made up of  both Sadducees and Pharisees, plus the high priest.  They were not 
only the religious leaders of  Israel, but also the body that made political decisions.  They wanted to keep the status quo and not upset their 
Roman oppressors.  Hence, they were highly motivated to stop Jesus who taught about another Kingdom. 
Theudas and Judas the Galilean are two false messiahs mentioned in Acts 5:36-37.  Josephus references Theudas in Antiquities of  the Jews, 
Book 20, Chapter 5, and Judas in Book 18, Chapter 1.

>> Of  all the people who have claimed to be the messiah throughout history, what are the major attributes and accomplishments that separate Jesus from them all?

For Jews, a day starts at sundown (based on the days of  creation), and they count part of  a day as a whole day.  So, to the western mind, 
Jesus dying on a Friday and rising on a Sunday, is just two days.  But, to the Jews, Friday, Saturday and Sunday are all counted as “days,” 
equaling 3 days.

Some of  the religious leaders who believed were Nicodemus and Joseph of  Arimathea, among others (John 19:38-42, Acts 15:5)

There was no natural port on Israel’s coastline, so at Caesarea Maritima, Herod made one from scratch, using some newly invented cement 
that dried underwater.  Although Caesarea Maritima was built to demonstrate Herod’s ingenuity and power, it was the launching pad for 
spreading the Christian message.  

>> What are some other ways you’ve seen God use things meant for human glory to advance His purposes?

The block of  limestone shown in the video is a replica of  a block of  limestone that was found at Caesarea Maritima in 1961.   The real one 
is at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem.  Many historians doubted that Pilate existed as he was only mentioned in the Bible.  That all changed 
when they found this stone.  It reads:  “To the Divine Augusti Tiberieum...Pontius Pilate...prefect of  Judea...has dedicated…”

>> What new understanding from The Unexpected Messiah challenged you the most?  Amazed you?  Encouraged you?



For similar studies and projects, check out

www.unexpectedmessiah.com


