LESSON FOUR

• LOVING OBEDIENCE ( PART 2 )

LESSON AIM
•

Referencing the “Loving Obedience”
video, students will learn if they love
God they will obey His Word.

•

Students will learn that God has
given us rules to live by. These rules
are for our own good. And when
they obey God’s Word they will be
blessed (happy).

•

Students will learn that loving God
means loving their parents, brothers
and sisters, and teachers.

•

Students will learn that if they do not
love those whom they can see, how
can they love God whom they can’t
see? (1 John 4:20).
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LOVING
OBEDIENCE
PART 2

MATERIALS NEEDED
•

“Loving Obedience” Video

•

Computer or other streaming device.

•

Bibles for each student

•

Art materials (see materials listed in
craft description)
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• LOVING OBEDIENCE ( PART 2 )

TEACHER PREPARATION
PLEASE READ
Exodus 20 (Ten Commandments)
John 14:23 (if we love Jesus, we’ll obey him)
Ephesians 6:1 (obey your parents)
1 John 3:24 (obey God’s commandments)
John 15:10 (Jesus obeyed God)
In this lesson, Theo teaches that if we say we love God
then we will love others. The converse of this is true as
well: If we do not love others, perhaps it’s because we
don’t really love God. God created Man (male and female)
in His image, so everyone around us bears God’s image. Loving others then, even if they are not easy
to love, demonstrates the degree to which we love God.
As we discussed in last week’s lesson, Jonah disobeyed God, because he did not want God to forgive
the Ninevites, who were a wicked people. Jonah was quick to presume that his relationship with God
was sound, and yet he hated those who most needed God’s mercy. Sadly, many Christians, though
they may not hate others outwardly, they do so inwardly by scorning, condemning, ignoring the
unbelievers in their neighborhoods, and foreign nations. They may even go so far as to rejoice when a
wicked leader or celebrity or neighbor falls from favor, and “gets what they deserved.” This is not the
heart of God. For we are all sinners, and if we all got what we deserved then––but for the grace of
God––we would spend eternity in hell.
God gave Moses the ten commandments. However, Jesus stresses that there are two commandments
that are the greatest: loving God with all our hearts, minds, and bodies, and loving others as ourselves.
If we obey these two commandments then all of the other commandments will follow. I will not do
harm to my neighbor, I will not commit murder, or covet, or lie, or steal, or dishonor my parents.
TEACHER PRAYER
Teacher, please pray for each of your students by name, asking God to give each one understanding
about what it means to love God.
Pray that God will help the students to grow in their relationship with God.
Pray that God will give each of your students opportunities to express their love for God by loving and
obeying their parents and teachers.
Pray that God will help students to love their siblings (if they have siblings), and to love their neighbors,
near and far.
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LESSON FOUR

MEMORY VERSE

• LOVING OBEDIENCE ( PART 2 )

~ 5 M I N UTES

Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God
and obey it.
				(Luke 11:28)

INTRODUCTION & WELCOME

~ 5 M I N UTES

1. Write the memory verse on the blackboard.

2. Before class begins the teacher needs to download and
open the “Loving Obedience” video file.
CLASS PRAYER
Using your own words, pray that God will bless today’s lesson by opening the hearts and minds of the
students as to what pleases God.
Pray that God will give each of the students a better understanding of what it means to love God, to
love others, to read the Bible and obey it.

WORSHIP

~ 10 M I N UTES

This lesson centers around the themes of trust and obedience. Selecting worship music can be
challenging, so included are a number of possible songs for each lesson that correspond to this week’s
theme. Since Theo has shared some of his favorite hymns in these episodes, the songs featured are
a hymn and two contemporary options. The goal here is to help prepare the student’s hearts for what
they are about to learn, so feel free to customize the worship to your church’s specific style or to
include any of your church’s favorite songs.
Song 1:

Love the Lord

Artist:		

Lincoln Brewster

Label:		

Integrity/Columbia

Song 2:

You Are My All in All

Artist:		

Natalie Grant

Label:		

Integrity/Epic

*Hymn:

Trust and Obey

Artist: 		

John H. Sammis, Daniel B. Towner
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CLASS ACTIVITY

~ 15 M I N UTES

SIMON SAYS
The object of the game is to get from the starting line (an
imaginary line or tape in front of the first row of chairs) to the
opposite wall (the finish line), without disobeying Simon or
stepping into one of the obstacles. Winners should receive a
prize of some kind.
•

Set up several chairs (or pillows, or other obstacles) in the
space between the starting line and finish line. These
should be set up in a line with enough space between the
chairs for a student to pass.

•

Follow the same rules for the popular game Simon Says.
Simon says, Take two steps forward. Simon says, Take
one step to the right (left). Take one step forward. And so
on. The goal for the student is to reach the finish line without either disobeying Simon, or bumping into an
obstacle.

•

Try to get the student to walk into a chair by giving a command without saying Simon Says.
NOTE: be mindful that when Simon gives a command the students won’t bump into a chair.

•

If a student steps without Simon saying to do so, then they are out of the game and must sit down.
Likewise, if they disobey Simon and bump into a chair then they are out of the game.

•

Not all students will take the same length of steps, so you must be mindful where each student is, relative
to a chair. You may have to give a command to only one of your students to keep him out of harm’s way,
while the other students wait for a command from Simon. For example: Simon Says “Johnny, take one step
forward.” If anyone else moves then they are out of the game. To make it even more fun, blindfold the kids.
That way they won’t see the chairs, and it will be up to you to either guide them into them or (as Simon)
away from them.

Sample questions (as time permits):
These questions are designed to help students understand that obedience to God and to their parents and
teachers is good. When we obey we are blessed; however, when we disobey we suffer consequences (i.e.
bumping into obstacles). It is also important for the students to differentiate between “good commands” and
“wicked commands.”
Also, it is important for the students to understand that rules are for the good of the individual, as well as for
society. And to obey them is to obey God (Romans 13:1-4).
1.

To those who disobeyed Simon. How did you feel when you disobeyed Simon and had to sit down?

2. Those who obeyed. How did you feel when you finally touched the Finish Line?
3. What do you think would happen if there were no traffic rules? Should we obey all of them or just some
of them? Why? Why not?
4. What do you think would happen if there were no rules at school? Kids could come and go to class if they
wanted to, or not go at all. Do you think students would learn anything?
5. What do you think it would be like at home if your parents let you do anything you wanted? What if they
let you play out in the street? Or let you play with matches? Would a loving parent allow such things?
Because God loves us He has given us rules to live by. They are good for us to follow. We obey these
commandments because we love God.
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BIBLE LESSON

• LOVING OBEDIENCE ( PART 2 )

~ 15 M I N UTES

Let’s look at the Ten Commandments that God gave us to
obey. Have students open their Bibles and read Exodus 20:117. Ask for volunteers to read a couple verses each.
Once the students have read the Ten Commandments, tell
them to shut their Bibles. Then ask the students to remember
as many of the commandments as they can, and write them
on the blackboard. (You may need to help them at the end).
Once you have all ten on the blackboard, ask the students
what are the two greatest commandments?
Have children open their Bibles to Matthew 22:36-40. Ask
for volunteers to read.
• Why do you think Jesus said that these were the two
greatest commandments?
• Why did Jesus only give two? Why not all ten? (These two commandments sum up all the others)
• What does it mean to love God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind?
(This means that we should pursue God with our whole being: what I think, what I speak, and what I do,
should honor God)
• What does it mean to love others as yourself? (Pray for the needs of others, be kind toward them as
you would have them be kind toward you, encourage them to honor God in the way that they live.)
Ask for a volunteer to read 1 John 4:20 out loud.
• What do you think John means by hating your brother or sister? (thinking unkind thoughts about
them. Or saying unkind things about them. Or doing unkind things to them)
Ask for a volunteer to read Ephesians 6:1.
• Why do you think God wants children to obey their parents? (God has placed parents in authority
over their children. To obey parents is to obey God and, therefore, to show love for God)
• Since God commands children to obey their parents, what does it mean when they disobey? (They
are saying No to God)
Ask for a volunteer to read John 15:10.
• In this verse we see that Jesus obeyed His Heavenly Father and because of it remained in His love.
Did Jesus obey His Father in everything? (Yes)
• Does this verse mean that if we disobey God then He won’t love us anymore? (No. There is nothing
we can do to stop God’s love of us. He always will. At the same time, though, we can certainly harm
our relationship with him. He really is disappointed when we disobey. We need to remain obedient to
demonstrate to him how much we love him.)
• When we disobey our parents, do they still love us? (Yes, though it will grieve them that you didn’t
obey them)
Recite the memory verse again. Make sure the entire class reads the memory verse out loud, at least
one time.

VIDEO

~ 10 M I N UTES

Now it’s time to watch the entire episode on Loving Obedience. The purpose of the video is to illustrate
the verses that the students have just read and discussed.
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LESSON CRAFT

• LOVING OBEDIENCE ( PART 2 )

~ 15 M I N UTES

Do the following craft to help solidify the main point of the
lesson in the children’s minds.
Teacher: In a separate printout are several drawings of
the characters in the Jonah Shoebox Bible Theatre (Jonah,
Sea Captain, sailor, King of Nineveh, townspeople). Print
the page and hand out one page to each student.
JONAH
Supplies needed:
•

Character sheet (available in separate printout)

•

Scissors (blunt-nosed)

•

Craft Sticks (several per student)

•

Crayons or markers

•

Glue

•

Construction paper

•

Several shoeboxes

Directions:
1. Have students color in as many characters as time allows.
2. Cut out the characters with scissors (blunt-nosed).
3. Glue characters to craft sticks.
4. Using construction paper, have students draw a background “set” of Nineveh.
5. They may try to copy the video illustrations, or they may design their own sets (be creative).
NOTE: ideally these sets should be designed to work in a shoebox, or horizontal format.

6. With characters attached to craft sticks and sets drawn and colored the students can now reenact
the Shoebox Bible Theatre in class (if time allows) or at home.
7. Tell the students to ask their parents if they have any unused shoeboxes. If not, a cardboard box
can be used. The shoebox will serve as a “stage” for their puppet shows.
8. Tell your students to insert their drawing of Nineveh into the shoebox, so that it looks like a stage
set, and their Shoebox Bible Theatre is complete.
9. Students may draw additional backgrounds, such as Jonah’s home, the stormy sea, the belly of the
Big Fish, to provide sets for the entire episode.
Take advantage of this easy craft to talk to the children about the lesson as they are working.
Encourage them to feel free to interact with you, even without raising their hands.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What happens to Luther and Belfry when they
disobey Theo and try to reach the apple? Why do
you think they didn’t obey Theo?
2. If loving obedience means obeying Jesus because
we love him, how can we learn what Jesus wants
us to do and not to do? (Read the Bible, go to
church, pray, ask your parents)
3. Think about Jonah. What happened to him when
he disobeyed God? How did God respond to
the Ninevites once they repented? How can this
comfort us when we rebel and sin?
4. What are some ways you can obey God better today, this week, this year?

FINAL THOUGHT

~ 3 M I N UTES

If we love Jesus, we will obey His commandments. Jesus is also merciful and forgives us when
we disobey, just as He forgave Jonah. Knowing that Jesus loves us will encourage us to love Him
more, and help us remember we can ask for forgiveness when we sin next time.

CLOSING PRAYER
Jesus, we love You and thank You for everything you’ve done for us. Help us to study and know
God’s Word, and to obey You. Forgive us for our disobedience and give us strength when we’re
tempted to disobey You.
In Your name we pray, Amen.
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DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK
It is important that today’s lesson be underscored and
strengthened during the week, so that the students will not
forget what they’ve learned; also, that they will be ready,
and even looking forward to next Sunday’s lesson. Theo
has given six Nightly Devotions to help the student grow in
his/her walk of faith.
NIGHTLY DEVOTIONS
This lesson’s devotionals will include various passages
from the Bible. Read the passage each night and follow the
devotional questions.
DAY 1
Read Philippians 2:8. Jesus was obedient to His Father, even to the point of dying on a cross.
Sometimes God asks us to do things that we may not like. But God is All-knowing and loving and knows
what’s best for our lives. Trust Him and obey Him in all things, for this demonstrates our love for Him.
DAY 2
Read 1 John 4:20. John says that if we claim to love God (whom we cannot see) but hate our brother or
sister (whom we can see), he does not really love God. Reflect on what this means.
DAY 3
Read Romans 16:17. Did you know that when you disobey God you become a slave to sin? By obeying
God’s Word your life will demonstrate more and more what a child of God looks like. Ask God to show
you how to please Him in His Word.
DAY 4
Read Luke 2:51. In this passage of Scripture we read that Jesus was 12 years old and was still living
at home with His earthly parents, Mary and Joseph. Even though He was the Son of God He obeyed
His parents. Imagine that! Jesus the Son of God, the One through whom God created all things, was
obedient to His parents. If Jesus obeyed His parents, shouldn’t you?
DAY 5
Our God is a merciful God. The Ninevites were a wicked people, and yet God loved them! Just like He
forgave these people, He forgives us when we disobey and confess our sins, and helps us to be more
obedient next time. Reflect on God’s mercy tonight. Pray that you will continue to be lovingly obedient
to Him.
DAY 6
Read Exodus 20:12. Reflect on what it means to honor your father and mother. Part of honoring them
is obeying them. Why do you think this pleases God? Ask Him to give you ideas on how to honor them
this week.

it (Luke 11:28).

Key: hear, word, obey

MEMORY VERSE—fill-in-the-blanks (optional)
Blessed rather are those who
the
of God and
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