LESSON SIX

• FORGIVENESS ( PART 2 )

LESSON AIM
•

Referencing the “Forgiveness”
video, students will learn that God is
pleased when we forgive others.

•

Students will be taught that God’s
forgiveness is so much greater than
anything we can imagine.

•

Students will be taught forgiveness
is releasing someone from a debt. It
is setting them free.

•

Students will be taught that because
God has forgiven us so much, we
are able and expected to forgive
others.
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MATERIALS NEEDED
•

“Forgiveness” Video

•

Computer or other streaming device.

•

Bibles for each student

•

Art materials (see materials listed in
craft description)
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TEACHER PREPARATION
PLEASE READ
Psalm 103:12 (as far as the east is from the west)
Micah 7:18-19 (He hurls our sins into the depth of the sea)
Hebrews 8:12; 10: 17 (He remembers our sins no more)
Isaiah 43:25 (God blots out our sins)
Psalm 51:9 (God blots out my transgressions)
In the previous lesson Theo taught that we must forgive
others, if we expect God to forgive us, and that we are never
more like God in behavior and character than when we
forgive those who sin against us.
In this lesson Theo teaches what God’s forgiveness looks like.
After reading the suggested BIble verses it becomes very
clear that when God forgives us for our sins, He forgets them. They are removed from us as far as the east
is from the west. Jesus talks about this and explains that it is as if all the wrong stuff we do is tied up and
sunk to the bottom of the ocean! As you can see, forgiveness is an action word. It involves doing things.
Our struggle as humans is to make forgiveness an action word; not just for the sins of others, but for our
own sins as well. Because of pride and selfishness, we tend to keep ledgers of how others have sinned
against us. In our memory banks we also record in indelible ink our own sins and failures. In this we fail to
understand true forgiveness.
As it turns out, when we confess our sins to God, saying things like, “I’m sorry I did that thing again, or
thought that thing again, or spoke that thing again,” God asks, “What thing?” We remember our past
failures, but God doesn’t. He chooses to forget.
God is omniscient. He knows all things, from all time and eternity. That He “forgets” our sins is an act of
His will. It is volitionally removed from the ledger.
Our slate is wiped clean.
This concept should not be that difficult for us, for even in our own judicial system, a criminal’s past
offenses cannot be entered into the present case against him. The judge forbids such prejudicial testimony
from being considered by the jury, and if mentioned it will be stricken from the record. Although humans
may find it difficult to remain unbiased, it is not difficult for God.
What is the point? Because Jesus took ALL of our sins––past, present, and future––upon Himself at the
cross, God has “canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed
to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross” (Colossians 2:14). It is finished! When we confess our sins,
God doesn’t say, “Well, I don’t know. You did that once before ten years ago.”
Instead, we are forgiven!
So instead of guilt, of bondage to the past, of defeat, there is now available for us a great liberating joy that
should bubble up within us. We are forgiven! Because we have been set free, we will want to set others
free.
TEACHER PRAYER
Teacher, please pray for each of your students by name, asking God to give each one understanding about
what it means to be truly forgiven. For if they can grasp this vital concept and reality, they will be able to
forgive those who have sinned against them.
Pray that God will help your students to forgive someone they have not yet forgiven. Or to ask someone to
forgive them for something they have done wrong.
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MEMORY VERSE

~ 5 M I N UTES

As far as the east is from the west, so far has he
removed our transgressions from us.
				(Psalm 103:12)
INTRODUCTION & WELCOME

~ 5 M I N UTES

1. Write the memory verse on the blackboard.
2. Before class begins the teacher needs to download and
open the “Forgiveness” video file.
CLASS PRAYER
Using your own words, pray that God will bless today’s lesson by opening the hearts and minds of the
students to the forgiveness of God.
Pray that God will give each of the students a better understanding of what it means to be forgiven in
Jesus Christ, and that God will give them opportunities to practice that forgiveness.

WORSHIP

~ 10 M I N UTES

This lesson centers around the theme of forgiveness both from God and toward others. Selecting
worship music can be challenging, so included are a number of possible songs for each lesson that
correspond to this week’s theme. Since Theo has shared some of his favorite hymns in these episodes,
the songs featured are a hymn and two contemporary options. The goal here is to help prepare the
student’s hearts for what they are about to learn, so feel free to customize the worship to your church’s
specific style or to include any of your church’s favorite songs.
Song 1:

Made to Worship

Artist:		

Chris Tomlin

Label:		

Six Steps

Song 2:

Your Grace is Enough

Artist:		

Matt Maher

Label:		

Essential Records

*Hymn:

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

Artist: 		

Isaac Watts
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CLASS ACTIVITY

~ 15 M I N UTES

This activity is designed to prepare students for today’s
lesson on the length and breadth of forgiveness. Kids
love a good mystery, so let them do a treasure hunt for
the words to the memory verse. Divide the class into two
teams (or more if you have a large class).
Materials needed:
3x5, or 4x6 cards (see Point 2 below)
Directions:
•

Before class, the teacher should write out the memory
verse on the whiteboard, so that everyone can read it.

•

Also before class, write out all the words to the verse on 3x5 cards (or 4x6), one word per card.
If there are two teams playing then the number of cards is doubled, and so on if there are more
teams.

•

The teacher should then hide the cards in the classroom (like in a scavenger hunt).

•

Option: Teachers might want to write down where they’ve hidden all the cards; inevitably one will
remain unfound and the teacher can easily forget where it is.

•

Write out clues to the locations before class and give the first clue to each of the team captains (ideally,
the teacher will send the teams in opposite directions, so that they don’t just follow one another).

•

As in a scavenger hunt, when someone finds a card, the next clue will be either written on the
back, or on a slip of paper.

•

When it’s time for the activity, students will work as teams to recover all the words to the verse and
then put them in order. This can also be done as a race.

•

The first team to correctly assemble all the words and the reference wins.
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BIBLE LESSON

~ 15 M I N UTES

Have the students open their Bibles to Micah 7:18-19. Ask for a
volunteer to read out loud.
•

What do you think it means when God hurls our sins into
the depths of the sea? (He is casting them away from Him,
where they can no longer be seen).

•

If you were standing on the beach, and someone way out
on a boat tossed a coin into the ocean, do you think you
would see it if it were sinking? (No, you would just see the
water surface. It is gone, just like our sins!)

Ask for volunteers to read Hebrews 8:12 and Hebrews 10:17 out
loud.
•

What do you think this verse means? (God does not keep a record of our confessed sins.)

•

Wait a minute! I thought God knew all things! How can He forget something? (He chooses to forget our
confessed sins. From God’s perspective they are gone and forgotten. He will never bring them up again.)

Ask for volunteers to read Isaiah 43:25 and Psalm 51:9 out loud.
•

What does this mean? (God has a super erasure. He completely erases our sins from our account! They
are no longer there.)

Ask for a volunteer to read 1 John 1:9 out loud.
•

What does it mean to confess our sins? (It means to see our sin the way God sees it. Tell God you’re sorry
and try not to do it again).

•

This verse says that God is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins. What does this mean? (God will
always do what He says He’ll do. He is faithful to His character and word. He is righteous––or just––to
forgive, because Jesus took the penalty for our sins on the cross).

Recite the memory verse again. Make sure the entire class reads the memory verse out loud, at least one
time. Then ask the following question:
•

How far is the east from the west? (Is it as far away as the Atlantic Ocean is from the Pacific? Is it as far
away as China from the USA? No!!! The distance from the east to the west is INFINITE! The two east-west
points will never meet!) God’s forgiveness is amazing!

VIDEO

~ 10 M I N UTES

Now it’s time to watch the entire episode on Loving Obedience. The purpose of the video is to illustrate the
verses that the students have just read and discussed.
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LESSON CRAFT

~ 15 M I N UTES

Do the following craft to help solidify the main point of the
lesson in the children’s minds.

FORGIVENESS QUILT
Supplies needed:
•

Colorful construction paper squares, about 3x3 or 4x4 (one
or two per student, depending on the size of the class)

•

Crayons or markers

•

Paper hole punch

•

Lengths of yarn to make ties

Directions:
1. Give each child a square (or two) of construction paper, and some crayons markers.
2. Have them write something about forgiveness and then decorate their square(s) colorfully.
3. At some point, the teacher should collect all the squares from the children and hole punch the corners.

4. Using yarn, the squares can then be tied together at the corners until all the squares form a quilt. If
the number of students is odd or insufficient to make a “quilt,” just give all or some kids more than
one square to do.
5. Hang the quilt in the classroom so kids can be reminded of this lesson on forgiveness in the weeks
to come.

Take advantage of this easy craft to talk to the children about the lesson as they are working.
Encourage them to feel free to interact with you, even without raising their hands.

6

LESSON SIX

• FORGIVENESS ( PART 2 )

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Luther gets angry at Belfry for eating his food.
What happens to the two of them when Luther
won’t forgive Belfry? (anger, then they fight)
2. The word forgive means “to set something
free” and “to remove the punishment someone
deserves.” When we say Jesus forgives us, what
does He free us from? What punishment did we
deserve?
3. If you owed someone millions of dollars that you
couldn’t pay back, and then that person said to
you: “I have cancelled your debt. You don’t owe
me a penny.” How would that make you feel?
4. In a very real sense we owe God a whole lot more than millions of dollars, and yet, in Christ,
He has removed our debt as far away from us as the east is from the west. How does that
make you feel?
5. Because you have been forgiven so much, now you are able to forgive others, too. Does
knowing that make you want to forgive others when they do wrong to us? Is there someone
you need to forgive right now? IS forgiving still difficult?

FINAL THOUGHT

~ 3 M I N UTES

God has forgiven our sins in amazing ways. He has cast our sins into the depths of the sea; He has
blotted them out; He has forgotten them; He has removed them from us as far as the east is from
the west. Because Jesus forgives us such a great debt, we should also forgive others. The more
we realize how much God has forgiven us the more thankful we will be, and the more we will want
to forgive others. When we forgive others we are actually helping two people: we set the other
person free from a debt; and we grow in our love for God and others. This pleases God very much.

CLOSING PRAYER
Jesus, thank You for forgiving our sins. Because You have shown us great mercy, may we be
merciful to others. Help us to forgive when those around us hurt us. May we love others as You
love us.
In Your name we pray, Amen.
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DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK
It is important that today’s lesson be underscored and
strengthened during the week, so that the students will not
forget what they’ve learned; also, that they will be ready, and
even looking forward to next Sunday’s lesson. Theo has
given six Nightly Devotions to help the student grow in his/her
knowledge of forgiveness.
NIGHTLY DEVOTIONS

This lesson’s devotionals include various passages from
the Bible.
DAY 1
Read Psalm 103:12. This is a wonderful picture of God’s forgiveness. There is no way that a point heading east
will ever touch a point heading west. Reflect on what this means, as it relates to how you forgive others, and
how God forgives you.
DAY 2
Read Matthew 6:14. The Bible says that if we forgive others, God will also forgive us. God expects that, because
He forgives us, we will forgive others. Think about people in your life that you might need to forgive. What
would forgiving them be like? Can you do that this week?
DAY 3
Read Luke 17:3. Remember how Belfry asked Luther to forgive him for eating all the food? Luther refused at
first. Jesus tells us to forgive those who ask for our forgiveness. Is there anyone you need to ask forgiveness?
Pray tonight that you would be quick to forgive and quick to ask for forgiveness in the future.
DAY 4
Can you think of a time when you forgave someone or someone forgave you? What was that experience like?
Forgiveness is a merciful act and can encourage us and remind us of God’s mercy for us. Thank God tonight for
the mercy and forgiveness He shows you.
DAY 5
Read Hebrews 8:12; and 10:17. In these verses God says that He will remember our sins no more. This is
because the huge debt that we owed was paid for completely by Jesus on the cross. Isn’t this amazing! Think
about this truth tonight, and thank God for His wonderful forgiveness.
DAY 6
Read Micah 7:18-19. These verses say that God hurls our sins into the depths of the sea. His forgiveness is
available to everyone who believes in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. If you believe this then rejoice that
your sins are forgiven––they are blotted out, they are remembered no more, they are completely paid for by
Jesus. If you haven’t ever come to God and asked for His forgiveness, but you would like to, please do so now.
MEMORY VERSE—fill-in-the-blanks (optional)
is from the

so far has he

our

from

(Psalm 103:12).
Key: east, west, removed, transgressions, us

As far as the
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