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I NTRO D U CTI O N
Welcome to The Gospel of Mark, featuring Francis Chan. This
eleven-part Bible study walks through both the text of Mark’s
gospel and the actual locations where Jesus journeyed. This
free facilitator’s guide is designed to help you lead a group
discussion of Francis’s teaching. For each session, you’ll find
goals for each week—things we want to walk away knowing,
feeling, and doing differently as a result of the teaching. In
addition, you’ll encounter questions designed to help your
group discuss and apply the video teaching.
But that’s only the first step of the journey. This series works
in tandem with RightNow Media’s The Gospel of Mark Study
Guide, an in-depth study of Mark’s gospel in a daily devotional
format. Consider encouraging the members of your group to
purchase the book for their own study of Mark and to enrich
your group discussions.
This Bible study series hopes to take you and your group on
a journey—following Jesus as he leads his twelve stumbling
companions along the path of discipleship. This study will
challenge you and your group to take the same journey. At the
end, you’ll have to answer a very important question: Will you
give up everything to follow Jesus?

01

1

G E T TI N G STA RTED
1

Describe your personal hero. Why do you look
up to that person? What did they do to earn your
admiration?
This week, we’re going to discuss Jesus’s right to claim
our loyalty. And we want to come away changed in
three ways.

2

W E WA N T TO :

• Understand that Jesus Christ is holy, unlike any other.
• Feel fascinated with the good news of Jesus Christ.
• Actively make Jesus Christ the priority of our lives.
READ:

Mark 1:1–13
WATCH : TH E GOS PEL O F M A R K
S ES S I O N 1

3

DISCUSS
2

After reading the introductory verses and listening to
Francis, what kinds of things do you expect from Jesus
as Mark unpacks the story?
3

Who is Jesus to you? What kind of savior has he been?

4

How do you think Jesus has been misunderstood both
in culture and in the church?

4

5

Based on the reading and video, what’s one thing
you’d like to take away from the Gospel of Mark during
this study?
CONCLUDE

Mark sets up his readers to walk away from his book
changed by their encounter with Jesus. As you look at
Jesus through this series, prepare to answer the question,
“Will you follow him?”

5
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1

G E T TI N G STA RTED
1

When was the last time you made a decision you
knew would impact the rest of your life? How did you
feel in that moment?
This week, we’re going to look at the life-changing call
of discipleship, and what it really means to follow Jesus.
W E WA N T TO :

• Understand that true discipleship requires a
relationship with Jesus Christ.

2

• Feel motivated toward obedience by his love, not
our guilt.
• Surrender every aspect of our lives to the Holy Spirit’s
transforming work.
READ

Mark 1:14–45
WATCH : TH E GOS PEL O F M A R K
S ES S I O N 2

3

DISCUSS
2

How did Francis’s presentation of Jesus’s call
affect you? What did you feel? How did it affect your
thoughts on the Christian life?
3

What stands out to you about the first disciples’
response to Jesus?
4

The call to follow Jesus is costly. What would
you stand to lose if you chose to follow? What
would you gain?

4

5

What’s one thing in your life that regularly distracts
you from following Jesus? Commit to setting that
thing or activity aside for the next week and practice
focusing on the savior.
CONCLUDE

Discipleship costs us. In our comfortable Christianity,
we tend to ignore that cost until circumstances leave us
no choice. Instead, let’s commit to embracing the cost up
front and following Jesus with a whole heart.

5
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1

G E T TI N G STA RTED
1

What’s the most outlandish claim you’ve ever seen
someone follow through on?
This week, we’re looking at Jesus’s ability to back up
his seemingly crazy claims, but also realize that Jesus is
looking for those who recognize their sin.
W E WA N T TO :

• Understand that only Jesus offers the relief all of
humanity longs for.

2

• Feel genuine relief through the forgiveness Jesus offers.
• Begin to obey as a result of Jesus’s forgiveness.
READ

Mark 2:1–3:6
WATCH : TH E GOS PEL O F M A R K
S ES S I O N 3

3

DISCUSS
2

If Jesus showed up one day and said, “Name it and I’ll
fix it,” what would you ask from him? Why?
3

What would you have expected from Jesus when the
paralytic came down through a hole in the roof? Why?
4

Why do you think the Pharisees responded to Jesus
the way they did?

4

5

If you’re being honest, how big of a deal is your sin?
Look back at the things you wrote you’d like Jesus
to fix. Where do they rank compared to the sin that
separates you from God?
CONCLUDE

Jesus isn’t our personal wish-fulfillment genie. He wants
us to recognize our sin and come to him for redemption.
And that means laying aside our power and expectations.

5
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1

G E T TI N G STA RTED
1

What’s the most difficult thing you’ve attempted and
accomplished? How did you feel at the end?
This week we’re looking at the difficult but rewarding
task of discipleship. Scripture never promises an easy
time following Jesus, but it does make it clear that
exchanging obedience to the Savior for worldly comfort
is a cheap trade.

2

W E WA N T TO :

• Recognize that discipleship is about advancing the
kingdom of God.
• Feel confidence in our acceptance through Jesus.
• Work at bearing fruit in keeping with our discipleship.
READ

Mark 3:7–4:34
WATCH : TH E GOS PEL O F M A R K
S ES S I O N 4

3

DISCUSS
2

Based on Mark 3:7–19, what distinguishes the
disciples from the crowds following Jesus?
3

Think about Francis’s words concerning those
following Jesus: Which group does your life reflect—
the crowds or the disciples? Why?

4

4

What lessons can you take away from Jesus’s parable
of the sower? What soils has your life reflected
in the past?
5

What’s one thing you can surrender to Jesus this
week to better embrace his call on your life?
CONCLUDE

Following Jesus entails more than simply being a fan of
his teaching. It means letting the cares of the world and
the priorities of self-centeredness fall away.

5
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G E T TI N G STA RTED

1

1

What are you afraid of? Describe a time where you
were particularly afraid—a roller coaster, a close
encounter with a spider. How did you respond in that
situation?
This week we’re going to see how Jesus navigates the fear
of his followers.
W E WA N T TO :

• Know with confidence that Jesus is present with us in
every circumstance.

2

• Feel gratitude for the transformation God has brought
about in our lives.
• Face our fears with the faith that God is our refuge.
READ

Mark 4:35–5:43
WATCH : TH E GOS PEL O F M A R K
S ES S I O N 5
DISCUSS

3

2

Put yourself in the shoes of the disciples. What do
you think it would have been like to experience the
storm now that you’ve seen the sea itself? Why?
3

Think of a time where a situation or set of
circumstances left you feeling afraid. In the midst of
that fear, what did your perspective of God look like?
4

Have you ever felt beyond Jesus’s reach? How did the
story of Jesus healing Jairus’s daughter impact you?

4

5

With both the story of Jesus’s power over nature and
demons and the story of his gentleness with Jairus’s
daughter in mind, how would you describe Jesus’s
character?
Spend the next few minutes praying for each other.
Ask God to open your eyes to his true nature. Ask
him to point out and remove the false beliefs you have
about who he is and what he wants to do in your life.
And then thank him that he is with you in the midst of
the storm.
CONCLUDE

Jesus loves his people. He’s strong enough to protect us
from harm, and powerful enough to rescue us from what
seems like unreachable places. No one’s too far gone for
him to reach.

5
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G E T TI N G STA RTED

1

1

What’s your favorite conspiracy theory? Something
you believe—even it’s just for the fun of it—that most
people reject?
This week, we’re going to see that most of the world sees
following Jesus as crazy as any conspiracy theory. There
are times when obedience to Christ does not turn out
well for us, which is why we should set our sights on
something higher than the temporary.
W E WA N T TO :

2

• Know that following Jesus means sharing in his
triumphs and defeats.
• Feel free from the burden of believing that we alone
are responsible for someone else’s salvation.
• Practically strategize how we may share the good
news of Jesus.
READ

Mark 6:1–29
WATCH : TH E GOS PEL O F M A R K
S ES S I O N 6

3

DISCUSS
2

Think about your own spiritual journey. When
you encountered Jesus for the first time, how did
you respond?
3

What reasons did Jesus’s hometown neighbors have
for disbelieving Jesus? Do you think the reasons they
expressed were the real reasons? Why?

4

4

Now think about the possible objections you might
have had (or maybe you did have) to Jesus. What
objections to Jesus would you expect someone to have
today? Why?
5

How did you respond emotionally to the death of
John the Baptist? Why?
As a group, spend some time praying for each other
over the obstacles that may be blocking each person’s
growing relationship with Jesus. Then, together,
celebrate the love that Jesus shows us all.
CONCLUDE

Following Jesus comes at a personal cost, yes. But it
also comes with great risk to our lives and reputations.
Never forget that Jesus paid those costs long before we
were asked to.

5
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1

G E T TI N G STA RTED
1

What’s the most miraculous thing you’ve ever
observed? Maybe a magic show, or something in
nature, or a literal miracle. How did you feel as
you watched?
This week we’re going to watch as Jesus shows he’s not
just some charismatic, moral leader.
W E WA N T TO :

2

• Understand Jesus’s character and mission.
• Feel excited at Jesus’s ability to equip us to follow him.
• Live in light of our knowledge of who Jesus is and
what he’s about.
READ:

Mark 6:30–8:30
WATCH : TH E GOS PEL O F M A R K
S ES S I O N 7

3

DISCUSS
2

Think about everything we’ve discussed so far in the
Gospel of Mark. What difference does it make that
Jesus can create something out of nothing? What does
it say about his nature?
3

Based on Jesus’s words in Mark 8:11–21, what
problem do you think Jesus had with the religious
leaders’ request for proof of his authority? What does it
betray about the peoples’ attitude toward him?

4

4

Why do you think Jesus has such hard words for the
religious leaders? What are they missing? What does
Jesus want from them instead?
5

What’s one thing you think Jesus might be asking of
you this week?
CONCLUDE

Following Jesus doesn’t require blind faith. But it does
mean trusting in his nature and character based on the
evidence he’s given us in his life and words. Demanding
proof on our own terms betrays a heart that doesn’t want
to follow.

5
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G E T TI N G STA RTED

1

1

Describe a time where you totally misunderstood
something that someone asked you to do—maybe an
assignment in school, a particular job, or instructions
for assembling Ikea furniture. What led to the
misunderstanding? How did you feel when you
discovered the truth?
This week we’re going to look at the critical importance
of understanding Jesus’s mission the first time.
W E WA N T TO :

2

• Recognize Jesus’s mission for exactly what it is.
• Feel acceptance in light of his call on our lives.
• Listen and follow him in laying down our lives.
READ

Mark 8:31–10:52
WATCH : TH E GOS PEL O F M A R K
S ES S I O N 8

3

DISCUSS
2

According to Francis, what was Peter’s
misunderstanding?
3

How do you think Peter (and, presumably, the other
disciples) arrived at that wrong conclusion?
4

After reading the passage and listening to Francis,
what would you say is the real mission of Jesus
the Christ?

4

5

If you had to describe Jesus’s mission to a stranger,
where would you start? What would you say to make
sure they got it the first time?
Identify one thing in your life that could change as a
result of correctly understanding who Jesus is and what
it means to follow him. Pray with each other that you
be equipped to deal with that issue.
CONCLUDE

Jesus has a specific mission—not just while he walked
on earth, but also for us who follow him. Understanding
that mission and being willing to engage form the most
fundamental parts of good discipleship.

5
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G E T TI N G STA RTED

1

1

What’s the most power you’ve ever had? Maybe it was
a job or your parents left you home as a kid in charge
of your siblings. How did you feel when that power
went away?
This week we’re going to allow Jesus to challenge our
view of power.
W E WA N T TO :

2

• Understand that Jesus’s view of power flips the world’s
view on its head.
• Feel peace in the midst of persecution, knowing Jesus
is with us.
• Shape our day-to-day lives to always be prepared for
Jesus’s return.
READ

3

Mark 11:1–12:44
WATCH : TH E GOS PEL O F M A R K
S ES S I O N 9
DISCUSS
2

How does Mark present the issue of power?

4

3

In the passage, who has power? Who only thinks
they have it?
4

In what instances is power good? When is it bad?
How does Jesus deal with power?
5

How does Jesus’s view of power challenge the way
the world approaches power? How might it challenge
your own view?

5

6

Think about the areas of life you have power. What’s
one thing you can do this week to use that power in a
way that reflects Jesus?
CONCLUDE

Power is like a drug—it’s easy to get addicted and hard
to give up. But in Jesus we see an example of power that
sees the weak and the helpless and wants to lift them up
to the life that God has for them through discipleship.

6
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G E T TI N G STA RTED

1

1

Have you ever been accidentally left behind
somewhere? A grocery store as a kid or maybe your
friends thought you were already in the car. How did
that moment feel?
This week, we’re going to see how Jesus responds to the
most lonely experience of his life.
W E WA N T TO :

• Know beyond a shadow of a doubt that Jesus loves us.
• Feel genuine affection for Jesus.
• Proclaim the wonderful thing that Jesus accomplished
for us on the cross.

2

READ

Mark 14:1–15:47
WATCH : TH E GOS PEL O F M A R K
S ES S I O N 10
DISCUSS
2

As you listened to Francis tell the story of the Last
Supper and the events in Gethsemane, what emotions
surfaced in you toward Jesus?
3

How would you respond to them if you knew, in just
a few hours, that your best friends would betray and
abandon you? What would you be feeling?

3

4

What does it say about Jesus’s love for us that
he wants to spend time with us despite what he
knows about us?
Find five extra minutes this week to spend specifically
thanking Jesus for his faithful commitment to obeying
the Father for our benefit.
CONCLUDE

Even before suffering on the cross, Jesus endured the
greatest betrayal possible—his closest friends and
traveling companions left him without a second thought.
He did it for you and me, so that we may one day
follow him.

4

11

G E T TI N G STA RTED
1

1

Describe a time when you were most excited with
something—Christmas as a ten-year-old, the birth of
a child. What did you do with your excitement?
As we conclude this study, we’re going to look at what
the Gospel of Mark asks us to do with everything
we’ve learned.
W E WA N T TO :

• Know that Jesus forgives our greatest failures in order
to restore us to discipleship.

2

• Feel comfort in knowing that no matter our status in
the world, we can still follow Jesus.
• Commit to following Jesus on our own road from
Galilee to Jerusalem.
READ

Mark 15:40–16:8

3

WATCH : TH E GOS PEL O F M A R K
S ES S I O N 11
DISCUSS
2

Francis asked if, in light of everything we’ve studied,
we really believe Jesus and his mission. How would you
answer his question?

4

3

How has our time in the Gospel of Mark changed
your view of Jesus? Even if you were a follower from the
beginning, who is he to you now?
4

What obstacles might still stand in your way to fully
embracing Jesus’s call on your life?
5

What questions do you have that you still want
answers for?

5

6

Mark’s gospel is all about challenging us to do
something as a result of encountering Jesus. What’s
one thing this week you can do to put into practice
what you’ve discovered about the person and
work of Jesus?
CONCLUDE

Jesus’s call on our lives is huge—it’s a risk, it’s costly, and
it promises us the greatest hope we could ever imagine.
Will you follow him?

6

