
THE BIG IDEA
Life Group Guide





We are so glad you have chosen to join a Life Group!

We hope the next nine weeks will be different from anything 
you have experienced. 

You may have joined this Life Group because you wanted to 
study the Bible, or because you wanted to meet people. In The 
Big Idea you will get to do both. Explore biblical truth while 
building relationships with others, because we believe that 
spiritual growth happens best in the context of relationships.

A big part of any Life Group is sharing your story with others 
and letting them share their stories with you. We hope that 
as you come together with the purpose of growing closer to 
God, you will share joy and laughter, create memories, and 
join with one another on your spiritual journey. We want you 
to view the next nine weeks as an opportunity to grow closer 
to God and to share life with the people in your group.

Life is better in groups.
 “A man may die, nations may rise and fall, but an idea 
 lives on.” - John F. Kennedy

WELCOME
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BE HERE
In our busy lives it can be easy to let other activities crowd 
out a Life Group meeting. If you don’t regularly attend Life 
Group meetings, you will not feel connected, and nothing 
else about your Life Group will matter. Make attending Life 
Group a priority.

HOW TO GET
THE MOST 

OUT OF
LIFE GROUP
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BE REAL
None of us have it all together. We are all just ordinary people 
serving an extraordinary God. Your Life Group is a safe 
place to take off the mask and share who you really are. Talk 
straight, seek insight and encourage one another. Everyone 
should feel encouraged to share ideas, successes and failures 
without fear of judgment.

BE INVOLVED
Life Group members choose to see themselves as linked 
together; a group of friends who can depend upon and 
support one another. We encourage everyone to participate 
in the discussion during Life Group meetings and to connect 
outside of Life Group meetings. The more you share life, the 
faster you will connect in your Life Group.

BE INTENTIONAL
If your group is incredibly successful, you will quickly run out 
of room. And as your group spends time together, it will be 
more difficult for new people to connect. These are good 
things. We want everyone in our church to experience the 
amazing benefits of relationships and support in a Life Group. 

Intentionally investing in the next leader is how your group 
will build a legacy that outlives your group. It won’t be easy, 
and no one will want to leave. But launching a leader to plant 
a new Life Group doesn’t end the relationships you have built. 
It is a sign of a mature and healthy Life Group. 

HAVE FUN
Having fun together just as important in your Life Group. 

The first step in having fun is not to take yourself too seriously. 
Seriousness is not a fruit of the Spirit, but joy is. Enjoy the time 
you spend with one another. Don’t neglect times of fun and 
laughter; relish them. Laughing and having fun together will 
build trust and set the stage for deeper discussions.
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THEME
Each week has a theme. You are welcome to plan additional 
fun activities or questions not covered by this guide, as long 
as they fit the theme.

SET-UP
This section contains recommended icebreaker questions or 
activities. Read these questions or activities to the group and 
have them discuss their answers.

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
Go over these questions at the beginning of the meeting. 
They are not intended for the group to answer out loud but 
are to get people thinking.

VIDEO TEACHING
Every week you will play a video that features a story from 
someone who attends Compassion Christian and teaching 
from our Senior Pastor, Cam Huxford.

HOW TO USE 
THIS GUIDE
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THE BIG IDEA
Read this section out loud. This section contains the ideas 
and concepts you will discuss each week.

DISCUSSION
Each week you will get an email with that week’s discussion 
questions. Read the questions out loud and let the group 
discuss them. You may not get through all the questions, and 
that‘s okay. Silence is also okay; give the group time to think 
and answer. Your role is not to give them the right answer but 
to let them discuss their thoughts. 

NOW WHAT
This section will guide you toward some practical steps to 
apply what you have discussed to your lives. We encourage 
you to review this section from the previous week with your 
group when beginning your group discussion.

PRAY
Praying for one another is one of the best things your group 
can do. Take time to find out what is happening in each other’s 
lives and pray for those things. Each week go out of your way 
to check up on people’s prayer requests. This creates a great 
opportunity to share stories of God’s faithfulness.
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NICE TO 
MEET YOU

Loneliness is about the scariest thing 
out there. – Joss Whedon
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THEME
Community is a need. It’s more like food and water than just 
something we do.

SET-UP
- Tonight is all about getting to know each other. Relax, and 
 remember it takes time. Be here, be real, be involved and 
 most importantly, have fun. 

Icebreaker: If you could only have one type of food (American, 
Mexican, Chinese, etc.) for the rest of your life, what would it 
be and why?

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
• What should you realistically expect when you engage in   
 a community?
• If community is a need, why is it so hard sometimes?
• Why did God create in us a need for Him and other people?

VIDEO TEACHING 
Play the video teaching for this week. Videos can be found 
on Rightnow Media. To sign up for a free Right Now Media 
Account visit CompassionChristian.com/rightnowmedia.
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God is relational and He made us to be like Him. That is why we 
have a need to connect with God and other people, because 
the need to be in community is part of our design. Community 
becomes the real-world setting where we get the opportunity 
to practice the love that our life-changing relationship with 
Jesus produces in us. In these next nine weeks we will explore 
how to grow spiritually and live a fuller life.

Every Life Group is different because every person is 
different. Community can sometimes be hard because it 
involves people. We all come from different places, have 
different experiences and see things differently. But that’s the 
best part about community as well. We get to share our life 
with real people. Our faith gets to be transformed from head 
knowledge to playing itself out in relationships. God didn’t 
give us a program, He gave us each other. And through that 
community we can draw even closer to Him.

THE BIG IDEA
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DISCUSS
Discuss the questions you received in this week’s email. Didn’t  get 
it? Download them at CompassionChristian.com/thebigidea or 
email us at lifegroups@compassionchristian.com.

 “Don’t underestimate the power of your vision to change the 
 world. Whether that world is your office, your community, an 
 industry or a global movement, you need to have a core belief 
 that what you contribute can fundamentally change the 
 paradigm or way of thinking about problems.” - Leroy Hood

NOW WHAT?
We hope that you decide to make this Life Group your 
community. Take some time to review and discuss the Life 
Group Agreement found at the end of this guide. (Page 44)

PRAY
Ask God to use this Life Group to grow His relationship with 
you and with the other members of the group.
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I alone cannot change the world, but I 
can cast a stone across the waters to 

create many ripples.
- Mother Theresa

CONNECTED 
PEOPLE CONNECT 

WITH PEOPLE
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THEME 
Spiritual growth happens best in the context of relationships.

SET-UP
- Who was your best friend growing up? What are some 
 of your favorite memories of him or her?

- Following a shipwreck, everyone in your Life Group is 
 stranded on a desert island. What one item would you 
 bring with you (it does not have to be practical)?

Bonus Exercise: Decide how to combine all the items people 
brought to the island to try to increase the chance that your 
group will survive.

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
• How are relationships in the church so important to our 
 spiritual growth?
• What are the challenges to building relationships with 
 other followers of Jesus?
• Why do some relationships feel one-sided?

VIDEO TEACHING 
Play the video teaching for this week. Videos can be found 
on Right Now Media. To sign up for a free Right Now Media 
account visit CompassionChristian.com/rightnowmedia.
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The environment affects how plants grow. Some plants 
grow quickly and are healthy because they have a good 
environment for growth. Other plants are sickly and stunted 
because their environment is not conducive to growing. The 
same is true for our spiritual life. We have the ability to create 
a healthy environment that will lead to healthy growth in our 
soul. Creating this environment includes personal time with 
God, spending time reading the Bible and praying. But it also 
includes spending time with others.

Connecting with other followers of Jesus is usually the first 
commitment a new Christian needs to make. The Bible calls us 
to intentionally develop relationships that encompass every 
area of our lives. God uses you to help others grow, and he 
uses other people to help you grow. John Wesley once said, 
“The Bible knows nothing of solitary religion.” Jesus didn’t 
come and die so that you could go off and have a “private 
faith.” Jesus meant for us to share life with each other. Alone 
we are like a coal out of the fire. We might stay hot for a short 
amount of time, but eventually we lose our heat. But together 
we can not only keep our heat but grow hotter as a group.

It can be easy for us to think that the only thing that matters 
is to have a personal, growing relationship with Jesus, but 
trying to develop this relationship on your own can be 
difficult or even dangerous. Community helps us keep away 
from the dangers of isolation. It surrounds us with people 
who can care about and encourage us. It also helps us gain 
new perspectives. So if we want to create an environment of 
spiritual growth, we need to spend time with other Christians. 

THE BIG IDEA
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DISCUSS
Discuss the questions you received in this week’s email. Didn’t  get 
it? Download them at CompassionChristian.com/thebigidea or 
email us at lifegroups@compassionchristian.com.

NOW WHAT?
What are some things that you could cut back on in order to 
make room in your schedule for things that help you grow?

Discuss some things that you could do as a Life Group that 
would help you grow closer together.

Do you know people who could benefit from being a part of 
this Life Group community?

PRAY
Ask God to make your Life Group a place where relationships 
are built and people feel safe enough to share their true 
selves. Also, ask God to work in your personal relationship 
with Him to open your ears to hearing His voice through your 
relationships with others.
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Life itself is the most wonderful fairy tale.  
– Hans Christian Andersen

FOUND PEOPLE 
FIND PEOPLE
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THEME
We all have a God-given story.

SET-UP
- Create a progressive story with your group. Each member 
 tells one sentence of a story and then passes it to the next 
 member. Begin with “Once upon a time…”
- What is the best book you have ever read?
- What is the craziest story you have heard in the past month?

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
• Who are the people who have most influenced your life?
• What are your greatest successes and failures?
• How has God influenced your personal story?

VIDEO TEACHING 
Play the video teaching for this week. Videos can be found 
on Right Now Media. To sign up for a free Right Now Media 
account visit CompassionChristian.com/rightnowmedia.
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Every great story has a beginning, a climax and an end. We all 
have a story as well. We all have a “Once upon a time” and 
we will all have “The End.” Most of us want that end to be 
“and they lived happily ever after.” And as with any story, the 
decisions we make in the middle of the story influence the end.

The choices we make, who we spend time with and the job we 
pursue are all affected by what we think “happily ever after” 
looks like. We can shape our stories to pursue that “happily 
ever after” by things that we choose, but they can also be 
influenced by circumstances beyond our control. Sometimes 
something unexpected happens that changes where we 
thought we were headed, and our story is different after that 
specific moment or time. 

For Christians, the climax of anyone’s story is when they meet 
Jesus. It is the moment that will echo throughout eternity, and 
that makes it a story worth telling. This is evangelism, sharing 
the story of how your life changed when you accepted Jesus 
as Lord and Savior. Your story is a gift to share with others of 
what God has done in your life.

Some people feel nervous about the idea of evangelism. They 
think that if they are going to share their faith with someone, 
they need to know everything about the Bible, live a perfect 
life or be able to recite lengthy passages of Scripture. This isn’t 
the case. Sharing your faith is sharing your story and talking 
about what Jesus has done in your life. It’s showing that the 
God who moved in the Scriptures is moving in your life today.

THE BIG IDEA
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DISCUSS
Discuss the questions you received in this week’s email. Didn’t  get 
it? Download them at CompassionChristian.com/thebigidea or 
email us at lifegroups@compassionchristian.com.

NOW WHAT?
Who outside of this group could you have a conversation 
with about your story? Who can you ask to share their story 
with you?

What has Jesus done in your life to make your story look 
different from those around you? 

How could your story look even more different from those 
around you?

What do you hope the end of your story says? What are some 
things you are doing to write that ending?

PRAY
Thank God for giving you an individual story. Pray for an 
opportunity to share your story this week. Pray specifically for 
that one person that you want to share your story with.
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A LIFE-CHANGING 
RELATIONSHIP 

WITH JESUS
 In faith there is enough light for 
those who want to believe and enough 

shadows to blind those who don’t.
 – Blaise Pascal
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THEME 
God desires you.

SET-UP
- Describe your first date. Ask if anyone has a good “first 
 date” story.
- What did you do to convince your spouse or last boyfriend/
 girlfriend that you loved them?
- Did you ever have someone come help you after you ran 
 out of gas or had a flat tire? How did you respond?

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
• How do you picture God? What do you think of when you 
 think of God?
• What do you think about when you hear the word “desire”?
• How did it feel the first time you knew someone loved you?

VIDEO TEACHING 
Play the video teaching for this week. Videos can be found 
on Right Now Media. To sign up for a free Right Now Media 
account visit CompassionChristian.com/rightnowmedia.
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God loves you. God knows you. God came for you. God died 
for you. All because He wants to be in a relationship with you. 
God loves you right where you are, right now. You don’t have 
to clean yourself up to make Jesus love you. In fact, there 
is nothing you can do to make God love you, because He 
already does.

He knows every fiber of your being. Your thoughts, your 
desires and even your sins. You can take off your mask and be 
real with Him, because He knows anyway. Nothing is hidden 
from Him. He is big enough to handle your doubts, your anger 
and your hurts. He loves you enough to stay with you even 
when you don’t live up to His desire for your life. 

Because He loves you, He does the work to connect with you. 
He is not sitting in heaven waiting with lightning bolts in His 
hand to “smite” you. But He is actually knocking gently on the 
door of your room after you screamed “Leave me alone!” and 

THE BIG IDEA
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DISCUSS
Discuss the questions you received in this week’s email. Didn’t  get 
it? Download them at CompassionChristian.com/thebigidea or 
email us at lifegroups@compassionchristian.com.

NOW WHAT?
Since God took your place on the cross, how does God see 
you now?

Since God took your place on the cross, how you should live 
your life?

What are the implications for your life, our church, the 
Christian faith, if people don’t need to be cleaned up before 
they are saved by God?

PRAY
Thank God for loving and desiring us. Thank Him for showing 
extravagant love by coming and dying for us. Ask Him how 
we can have this same type of love for other people, and how 
we can practically show it to them.

slammed the door in His face. He wants to come in and talk 
with you and tell you how much He desires you.

All of these things are best expressed by the fact that God 
died for you. He knows you so well that He knew He needed 
to come. He loves you so much He was compelled to come. 
God knew you could not earn your way to Him. By the time 
we realized that sinning would sentence us to die, it was too 
late. So God sent His Son to live without sinning, a life that 
deserved eternal praise. Yet Jesus chose to die to take your 
place. Jesus hung on the cross for you. To exchange His 
life for yours, His cleanness for your dirtiness. This is what 
connecting with God looks like: you give your life to Him, and 
in return He gives His life to you.
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THE 
FOUNDATION

 Most people are bothered by those 
passages of scripture they do not 

understand, but the passages that 
bother me are those I do understand.

– Mark Twain
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THEME
Our faith is rooted in the Bible.

SET-UP
- What are some things you believed as a child that you no 
 longer believe? 
- What are some stories that would describe your life?
- What are the phrases your parents said while you were 
 growing up that you find yourself repeating today?

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
• How would you describe the Bible?
• What is the Bible for?
• What are your favorite and least favorite parts of the Bible  
 and why?

VIDEO TEACHING 
Play the video teaching for this week. Videos can be found 
on Right Now Media. To sign up for a free Right Now Media 
account visit CompassionChristian.com/rightnowmedia.
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As modern people we tend to place ourselves on pretty high 
pedestals. In the age of social media everything is designed 
around what we want and when we want it. This makes it 
difficult at times for us to look at anything other than ourselves 
as having the final say in any matter. However, once someone 
begins to call Jesus their Lord it means they give him the final 
say in their life. 

Ultimately, we think that’s a good thing. We all come from 
different places, and each one of us has a lens through which 
we see the world. But Jesus, being God, saw the world 
through the only true lens, the lens of eternity. That’s why 
Christians look to the Bible as having the ultimate authority, 
because it is God’s words to us. 

How should we describe the Bible then? The most historically 
documented book in recorded history? A manual for living? 

THE BIG IDEA
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DISCUSS
Discuss the questions you received in this week’s email. Didn’t  get 
it? Download them at CompassionChristian.com/thebigidea or 
email us at lifegroups@compassionchristian.com.

NOW WHAT?
Today, Cam talked about how the Bible teaches us, reproves 
us, corrects us and trains us. Which of these have you 
experienced the most in your study of the Bible? How does 
that affect the way that you approach Scripture? 

The main point of the Bible is that Jesus came and died for 
us. How does that change the way you view Scripture?

What are some things that we can do to set aside time to 
read the Bible so that we use it as the guide for our lives?

PRAY
Thank God that He loved us enough to give us a guide for 
our lives and show us how He reconciles us to Him. Pray that 
God continues to bless us and teach us through His word.

The complete inspired word of God? Errorless in its teaching? 
Yes, all of these are true. But the Bible is even more than 
that, it’s a guide that was given to us by God that points us 
to a life-changing relationship with Jesus. But it’s only useful 
if we apply it to our life. It teaches us, turns us toward the 
right path and trains us up as disciples of Jesus. And as we 
discussed in week four, we were created to be in relationship 
with God. The Bible’s main purpose is to show God’s plan for 
reconciling us to Himself through His son Jesus. That’s the 
ultimate goal of all of this. 

 For God so loved the world that He gave His only son, that 
 whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life. 
 – Jesus
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THE GLOBAL 
CHURCH

One hundred religious persons knit into a 
unity do not constitute a church any more 
than eleven dead men make a football 

team. The first requisite is life, always. 
- A. W. Tozer
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THEME
Joining God’s family connects us to all believers - past, 
present and future.

SET-UP
- Who is your favorite sports team? Why are they better 
 than other teams?
- What do you feel when you see             or     or     ?
- How involved were your grandparents in your childhood? 
- What about great-grandparents?

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
• What does it mean to belong to something?
• Why do companies spend so much money on logos?
• What is the purpose of the church?

VIDEO TEACHING 
Play the video teaching for this week. Videos can be found 
on Right Now Media. To sign up for a free Right Now Media 
account visit CompassionChristian.com/rightnowmedia.

THE BIG IDEA
Every week we get together as a church, often doing the 
same things. We always sing, take communion and have an 
offering. Why does the church find these things so important 
that we do them so often? Our answer is simple: Because 
that‘s what the church in the New Testament did.

We gather to sing and hear a sermon each week because, 
when done right, they can be the very image of heaven. But 
singing is not the reason we gather together. It’s about the 
heart that you bring to the environment with you. Some 
people seem like they only come to church to evaluate (or 
criticize) the service. Others will take this chance to learn 
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something new about Jesus, to introduce others to Jesus, 
and to join others in celebrating what God has done. The 
cool thing is you get to choose.

Communion (or the Lord’s Supper) is consuming bread and juice 
that represent the body and blood of Jesus. There is nothing 
magical about the bread and juice. They are symbols to remind 
us of the sacrifice of the cross. We take time to prayerfully 
examine our relationship with God and ask forgiveness for 
anything we have done to hinder that relationship and thank 
Him for the sacrifice Jesus made.

Offering is the act of giving something to God. Most of the 
time when people think about giving something away, they 
focus on what they are losing. But generosity actually creates 
opportunities for you to share in someone else’s success. 
When we hold possessions tightly, we make it hard for God 
to bless us. Our fists are closed so tightly nothing else can 
get in. But when we hold things loosely, with open hands, 
God is able to trust us with more. Being generous is a way of 
life; that’s why we take an offering, it allows us to help God 
achieve His dreams.

There are some groups you are automatically a member of, 
like the human race, or the country in which you were born. 
Other groups you must join, like your school, job, an exercise 
class or this Life Group. The church actually falls into both 
categories. You are always welcome in the church, even if you 
do not accept or believe what the church teaches. There’s 
always a place for you. To become a member of the church, 
though, there are some things you need to do. Baptism is 
one of those things.

Scripture says in Acts 2:38, “Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Since 
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DISCUSS
Discuss the questions you received in this week’s email. Didn’t  get 
it? Download them at CompassionChristian.com/thebigidea or 
email us at lifegroups@compassionchristian.com.

NOW WHAT?
What practical steps could you take to grow deeper with 
Jesus and the family of God?

Who do you know who needs to be baptized into the family 
of God? What can you do to start a conversation with them?
What areas of your life are the hardest for you to give God 
control? Your family? Wallet? Job? Private thoughts? Why?
Who do you need to invite to church this week? How are you 
going to invite them?

 Individual commitment to a group effort - that is what makes a 
 team work, a company work, a society work, a civilization work.
 - Vince Lombardi

PRAY
Thank God for adopting us into His family. If you haven’t 
accepted Jesus as your Savior, you can also pray for that now. 
Ask God to show you the areas of your life where you need 
to give Him control.

the first century this is how believers have joined the church, 
and it’s the same in our church today. If you acknowledge that 
you are a sinner, believe that the only way to be reconciled to 
God is through what Jesus did on the cross, and have been 
baptized by immersion as a result of your own decision to 
follow Jesus, then you are part of God’s family.
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THIS IS 
COMPASSION

We exist to lead people to a life-changing 
relationship with Jesus. 

- Cam Huxford
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THEME
God has given us a specific mission and vision.

SET-UP
- What are some of the things on your bucket list? Which 
 one do you think you will accomplish first?
- Where do you see yourself in five years?
- What do you think the church should do in the world?

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
• What makes you different from everyone else?
• Have you ever been burned by a contract because you 
 didn’t read the fine print?

VIDEO TEACHING 
Play the video teaching for this week. Videos can be found 
on Right Now Media. To sign up for a free Right Now Media 
account visit CompassionChristian.com/rightnowmedia.
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How would you define compassion? Jesus loved us so much 
He came to reconcile us to God. As we talked about before, 
Jesus had so much compassion for us that He couldn’t let us 
be separated from God. He became compassion, so we want 
to be compassion to other people.

The primary way we do this is through our mission. We exist 
to lead people to a life-changing relationship with Jesus. It 
comes from Scripture and governs everything we do. It is why 
we do what we do.  This mission is lived out in our five values:

Found people find people.
When the Titanic sank in 1912, 19 lifeboats were launched. 
Every lifeboat heard the cries of those in the water, but only 
one of those boats turned around. Lifeboat 19 had one 
passenger who begged her crew to turn around to rescue 
others. Many people argued with her, saying they needed 
to save themselves, but she persisted. The lifeboat turned 
around to save others. That passenger’s name was Molly 
Brown. The reason we know her today as “Unsinkable” is 
because of this act of compassion. 

She realized that because she had been saved, she was 

THE BIG IDEA
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compelled to go back to save others. That is why we say “found 
people find people.” When you have been found by the 
unsinkable love of Jesus, you are compelled to go find others.

Grateful people are generous people.
Scott was in kidney failure for two years. Everyone in his Life 
Group went down and got tested to see if they matched to 
donate a kidney. Bucky, one of his friends, wound up being a 
match. A few short months later, Bucky and Scott underwent 
surgery to give Scott his new kidney. It is hard to hear Scott 
talk today without him mentioning his gratitude for Bucky. 
Scott and Bucky are both now healthy and living a full life.  
The kidney is now Scott’s; Bucky can’t ever get it back, but 
neither one of them would have it any other way. 

There are times in our lives where we are overwhelmed with 
gratitude. For what others have done. Or for what Jesus did. 
This naturally leads us to want to be generous to others. It 
leads us to give of our time, money, resources and skills to 
help further something larger than ourselves. Grateful people 
really are generous people.

Old people love young people.
Times have changed drastically from when Jesus walked on 
the Earth. Church has looked a million different ways, but 
has always looked to Jesus as its Lord and Savior. The way 
church looks changes over the years, but who it looks toward 
never does. We want to be a multi-generational church that 
loves young people. Our church is designed to reach young 
people.  We know that there will come a day when we go to 
be with Jesus, and we want to leave the church stronger than 
when it was handed to us.

We want the youngest people to be the most excited about 
coming to church. One of the worst things that could happen 
is for a child to feel like church is boring or that having to go 
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to church is a chore. Or for a high-schooler to see Jesus as 
irrelevant. We hope to build a place children and students 
run towards. And all generations are filled with joy.

Saved people serve people.
Once you give your life to Jesus, you become part of His 
family, you are part of something larger than yourself. 
Something that has been built for generations. Have you ever 
seen an amazing Lego creation?  Thousands of blocks joined 
together that form a spaceship, skyscraper or the Death Star. 
One lego by itself may not be that impressive, but when they 
are connected, they can create something beautiful.  

That is why we volunteer. We get to be part of something 
larger than ourselves, and we want to invite others to build 
it with us.  That is why people hold doors open and smile, 
go on short term mission trips, open up their homes to lead 
a life group, or clean up the worship center after service. 
Jesus came, not to be served but to serve, so when we come 
together to build the kingdom of God we do it by serving.

Connected people connect with people.
Why do you think the NFL draft is such a big deal? Players are 
excited because they are being asked to join a team. And the 
team is excited because they are making their team stronger. 
Everyone already on the team knows that without adding 
new people they won’t get better. Jesus knew this, that’s why 
one of the first things He does is call His disciples to “Follow 
Me”.  He knew that adding people into His community would 
only make it better.  

Christianity is done best in a small circle of friends. When 
we are connected to others we experience life to the full, 
and we want others to experience this life as well. Once you 
experience belonging, you cannot bear the thought of others 
being left out. That is why connected people connect with 
people, because life is always lived best in community.
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DISCUSS
Discuss the questions you received in this week’s email. Didn’t  get 
it? Download them at CompassionChristian.com/thebigidea or 
email us at lifegroups@compassionchristian.com.

NOW WHAT?
What are some practical ways we, as a group and/or as 
individuals, can help achieve the mission of our church?

How can we maintain relationships with people who might 
not have the same values we do?

Who do you need to help lead to a life-changing relationship 
with Jesus?
 When you believe in a thing, believe in it all the way, implicitly   
 and unquestionably. - Walt Disney

PRAY
Pray that God strengthens and grows our church. Pray that 
God unites each of us in unshakable beliefs and a God-
honoring mission.

Vision
You might notice a recurring pattern.  Every one of our values 
centers around people. This is because, like in John 3:16, 
Jesus loves people, so we love people. Because we love 
people our vision is to have a Compassion Christian Church 
campus within 30 minutes of every person in our region. We 
want to double the impact of our ministry every five years, 
because people matter. Our vision is informed by our values; 
our values reinforce our mission. We exist to lead people to 
a life-changing relationship with Jesus. This is Compassion 
Christian Church.
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Everybody can be great because
 anybody can serve. You only need a 
heart full of grace. A soul generated by 

 love.- Martin Luther King Jr.

SAVED PEOPLE
SERVE PEOPLE
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THEME
Jesus served others because He loved others.

SET-UP
- Have you ever left a server a really big tip? Why?
- How do you manage your time?
- Are there certain areas of the city you avoid? Why?
- Why do you think it is sometimes difficult to serve people 
 who are very different from us?

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
• How much of your time is spent oriented towards others?
• How would you react if your child or loved one was called 
 by God to be a missionary in a hostile country?
• What are you willing to give up to grow closer to Jesus?

VIDEO TEACHING 
Play the video teaching for this week. Videos can be found 
on Right Now Media. To sign up for a free Right Now Media 
account visit CompassionChristian.com/rightnowmedia.
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Some of the greatest leaders in history leveraged their 
influence for the benefit of others. Martin Luther King Jr., 
Gandhi, Mother Theresa, and of course, Jesus Christ. All of 
these people put others before themselves. They viewed 
serving others as one of the purposes of their leadership, 
their influence and their lives. 

Jesus, although He is God, is often called the Servant King. 
Because we are made in the image of God, all of us, regardless 
of how much influence we have, are called to serve. It is part 
of who we are. We literally cannot be the best versions of 
ourselves if we are not serving others.

Does this mean that you have to serve at our church? Well, 
yes and no. Serving at the church is definitely part of being 
a servant, but being a servant is so much more than that. 
Serving is a way of life, just like generosity is a way of life. 
Serving is mowing your neighbor’s lawn. It’s mentoring an at-
risk teen. It is offering to watch a single mom’s kids so that she 
can have a break.

You may not feel led to serve in any of those ways, but you 
are called to serve someone. God has uniquely gifted each 
one of us to reach people that no one else can reach. It is our 
responsibility to put to those gifts to use. When you receive 
the Holy Spirit you also receive spiritual gifts. These gifts have 
been given for a purpose. They are given by God to further 

THE BIG IDEA
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DISCUSS
Discuss the questions you received in this week’s email. Didn’t  get 
it? Download them at CompassionChristian.com/thebigidea or 
email us at lifegroups@compassionchristian.com.

NOW WHAT?
What steps can you take to more fully integrate a life of service? 

What are some ways to serve in your daily life?

In which sphere(s) of influence (neighborhood, church, city, 
world) do you need to start serving?

Besides the members of this group, who can you invite to 
serve with you?

Take some time as a group to decide on a practical project 
you can do to serve others. Get creative - think outside the 
box. Then, pull out your calendars and figure out when you 
can serve together in the next two weeks.
 “True heroism is remarkably sober, very undramatic. It is not the 
 urge to surpass all others at whatever cost, but the urge to serve 
 others at whatever cost.”  - Arthur Ashe

PRAY
Thank God for creating us in His image and giving us spheres 
of influence. Pray that God will show you the opportunities 
He has for you that will help you live a life of service.

His kingdom here on Earth.

Your impact through serving can have massive ripple effects. 
You have a sphere of influence in your neighborhood, your 
church, your city and the world. It is not important who or 
where you serve, but it is so important that you use the 
passions God gave you in order to live a life of service in all 
your spheres of influence.
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If future generations are to remember 
us more with gratitude than sorrow, 
we must achieve more than just the 
miracles of technology. We must also 
leave them a glimpse of the world as it 
was created, not just as it looked when 

we got through with it.
 - Lyndon B. Johnson

THE 
FUTURE
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THEME
This doesn’t have to be our last week together.

SET-UP
- What are some of the funniest things that have happened 
 in the last nine weeks?

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
• Why do you think we have memories?
• Would you rather lose the ability to move or your memory?

VIDEO TEACHING 
Play the video teaching for this week. Videos can be found 
on Right Now Media. To sign up for a free Right Now Media 
account visit CompassionChristian.com/rightnowmedia.
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DISCUSS
Discuss the questions you received in this week’s email. Didn’t  get 
it? Download them at CompassionChristian.com/thebigidea or 
email us at lifegroups@compassionchristian.com.

NOW WHAT?
Take some time to consider committing to this Life Group 
long-term.

PRAY
Thank God for the relationships that you have built and for 
what He has done over the past nine weeks.  

THE BIG IDEA
So what is the big idea? You are. You are God’s big idea for 
changing the world. It is up to you to share your story with 
your neighbor. It is up to you to share your resources to reach 
the world. It is up to you to share your life with everyone else 
in this group. None of us can do it alone. 

Over the past nine weeks you have learned about the value 
of community, how to connect with God, why we serve others 
and who we are as a church.

You have also invested time getting to know one another. At 
this point, each of you as individuals need to decide if you 
want to continue to meet together with this Life Group. Our 
hope is that this group has helped you see how great life 
in community can be. If this group is not a fit for you going 
forward, no worries! There are lots of other Life Groups that 
may be a better fit. But please don’t give up on the idea of 
connecting to a long-term Life Group. 

God’s big idea is for us to share life with each other and the world.
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NOTES
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LIFE GROUP EXPECTATIONS
All groups have shared values, expectations and commitments. 
Having a written agreement helps avoid unspoken agendas 
and unmet expectations. 

The mission of Life Groups at Compassion Christian Church is 
to lead people to a life-changing relationship with Jesus by:

We agree to the following expectations:
This group will normally meet every:
 

Our meeting location is:

The regular meeting will begin at and end at: 

Our plan for food is: 

Our plan for child care is: 
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