THE GOSPELS OF GRACE

O Book of wondrous
depths and heights,
and glories ever new,
which in ten thousand
various lights
brings jesus into view.
— Wm Blane —
MATTHEW: Levi, the son of Alphaeus, was
the tax collector of Capernaum. To the Jewish
mind, people like Levi, who took their orders
from Roman authorities, were lumped together with sinners (Mt. 9:11), harlots (Mt.
21:32), and, worst of all, Gentiles (Mt. 18:17).
Then came the day when Jesus changed his
life! Levi, or Matthew, was no longer interested in working for an earthly monarch. He
gave himself to serve and to write down the
inspired gospel of the King of kings!
MARK: When I read the Gospel by Mark, I am
reminded of the motto of one of the early mission societies. It used the picture of an ox
standing between a plow and an altar. Written
overtop were the words, “Ready for Either.”This
is the theme of the second Gospel. The first

part of the book describes Christ’s servanthood, the second part His sacrifice. He came
to “serve” and to give His life “a ransom for
many.” But Mark ends with another picture,
one that should motivate all who love the
Lord: “And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them.” Are we
ready for either?

of the widow of Nain and of Zacchaeus, or relish the parables of the Good Samaritan, the
Prodigal Son, and the Rich Man and Lazarus.
How enriched we are concerning our Lord’s
gracious ministry from Luke “the beloved
physician.” Truly the Son of Man (26x in this
Gospel) “has come to seek and to save that
which was lost.”

LUKE: From Mary’s Magnificat, Zechariah’s
song, and Anna's thanksgiving, to the choices
of the two criminals on the cross, the centurion’s confession, and the Bible study on the
road to Emmaus, Luke’s account of the life of
Jesus is filled with intimate portraits found nowhere else. Only Dr Luke — with remarkable
bedside manner — tells of the birth stories
of Mary and Elisabeth. Only here do you read

JOHN: Like the presentation of the Messiah in
Micah 5:2, John introduces us to the One
“whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.” Reaching back long before time
began, the fourth Evangelist portrays God the
Son’s coming into time. And, like the hands of
a clock, he presents the circuits Christ made to
and from Jerusalem in the final three years of
His earthly sojourn. But John, fulfilling his ob-

jective of presenting evidence to believe in the
Lord Jesus, actually focuses on only about 20
of the thousand days of Christ’s public ministry.
In fact, more than one-third of the book (12:1
– 20:25) recounts little more than the final
week, which culminates with His passion,
death, and resurrection. And, of these, most
are the Savior’s own words. We feel like John
himself, leaning on the Master’s breast and
hearing the heartbeat of Heaven.

