
For many churches around the world, the Holy Spirit is given 
the back seat, so to speak, with God the Father in the driver’s 
seat and Jesus riding shotgun. To be Christian, however, 
is to be Trinitarian, which means we worship one God in 
three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. They are distinct 
but inseparable, eternally one in essence and power — 
to paraphrase some of the early Creeds. 

And the reality is that since the dawn of Creation, the Holy 
Spirit has been moving throughout this earth with power, and 
since Pentecost, the Spirit of God — the Holy Spirit — has 
been blowing life into Christ’s Holy Church like a mighty wind 
and setting people’s hearts on fire with a love for our Savior 
and for others.  

As you work your way through these reflections on the Holy 
Spirit, I pray you become more in awe than ever before of the 
mystery and majesty of the Holy Spirit — and at the same 
time, come to a deeper realization of the Spirit’s mighty 
movement, not only throughout this world or around your 
lives, but also within you!
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H O L Y  S P I R I T ?
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

1 KINGS 19:11–12

Sunday, April 18, 1982. This was the date I invited Jesus into my 
heart. This is the date that forever changed the trajectory of my 
life. This was the date my soul was secured by the One who loved 
me before I was even made aware of God’s love. I know this was 
the date because my dad has it written down in his Bible. I was five 
years old at the time. Yes, I know, I was very young — but I was also 
very aware of God’s presence and love.

Up to this special day, I had heard many stories about Jesus. As 
a young child in Sunday School, I learned all about who He is and 
what He promises to anyone who believes in Him. So the knowledge 
of Jesus had been seeded within my mind, but He was not yet 
sitting on the throne of my heart. 

Communion was being served at our country community church 
that morning; just like every other Sunday morning before, 
my parents took communion, but I didn’t. This was not out of 
the ordinary, but this time I felt left out. I really wanted to take 
communion just like my parents did. On the way home from worship 
I asked my dad why I couldn’t take communion and who could.

Dad looked at me through the rear view mirror and said, “Well 
Jason, communion is for Christians; it’s for anyone who trusts in 
Jesus and invites Him into his or her life.” I said, “Well I want to be a 
Christian.” My dad and I talked about this story not too long ago. He 
told me that at this point he was a bit surprised because he hadn’t 
ever thought of child evangelism before this conversation. He could 
tell, though, that I was serious and sincere. 

That night, at bedtime, my three-year-old brother Ryan and I went 
up to our bedroom we shared. Ryan hopped into his bed and I 
hopped into mine. Dad came upstairs, as he always did, to tuck 
us in and to pray with us; but this night, this time, the prayer was 
different. This time I climbed out of my bed and knelt down at my 
bedside. With my dad kneeling beside me, I prayed the simple 
prayer, “Jesus, I love You and I know You love me. Forgive me of my 
sin, come into my life, be my Savior and my Lord.” That night I was 
stamped/sealed by the Holy Spirit, as Paul says in Ephesians 1:13. 
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Immediately afterwards I looked at my dad and said, “What about 
Ryan?” My dad also told me recently that from that moment on 
I was already very evangelistically minded and concerned about 
Ryan, which was sort of ironic since I beat up on him all the time as 
big brothers do. After I asked about Ryan, dad said, “Well Jason, 
Jesus loves Ryan too, but he’s still a little young to understand what 
it means to ask Jesus into his heart. But when he gets a little older 
he can pray the same prayer you prayed.” 

From that day on I took communion as often as I could; and every 
time afterwards I would ask my dad, “What about Ryan?” Fast-
forward a few years. I was eight. Ryan was six. It was Communion 
Sunday again. During Sunday School that day, Ryan’s teacher 
taught her class about communion — what it was and who takes it. 
After church, Ryan’s teacher cornered my dad and said, “Jon I need 
to talk to you about Ryan.” 

According to dad, his initial thought was, “What? Ryan? This can’t 
be right. Ryan never gets in trouble. Trouble doesn’t follow Ryan. It 
follows Jason but not Ryan.” She proceeded to inform my dad that 
Ryan told her he couldn’t take communion. When she asked him 
why, Ryan said, “Because My dad won’t let me be a Christian.”

Well dad started laughing and clearly explained the situation. That 
night, at bedtime, like so many nights before, Ryan hopped into 
his bed and I hopped into mine. Dad came into our room to pray 
with us. Before he prayed, though, he spoke to Ryan about what 
Ryan had said in Sunday School that morning. Dad explained how 
to become a Christian and what it means to live like one. Dad said, 
“Ryan, when you confess your sin and invite Jesus into your life, that 
means Jesus lives inside of you and He helps you become a better 
boy.” Well, Ryan didn’t say anything for a few moments and then, 
with a puzzled expression on his face, he looked at dad, looked at 
over at me, and then looked at dad again and said, “Well how come 
He isn’t helping Jason?” I got mad and said, “Yes He is!” Then I 
threw my pillow at him … in Jesus’ name, of course! 

Every time I reflect on these two invitations, or what many would 
refer to as conversion stories, my eyes are opened even more to 
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an amazing truth. The Holy Spirit is always at work in this world; 
because of these sacred memories, I am led to become more and 
more aware of the activity and movement of the Holy Spirit within 
my small country community church, as well as within the life of my 
family. I can see, now more than ever, that even before I could utter 
the precious name of Jesus, the Holy Spirit was already pursuing 
two knucklehead kids — Ryan and me — and pursuing, as the Holy 
Spirit pursues all of humanity, with loving tenacity.

“SEE, OUR MINDS, SEEDED BY THE 
TRUTH OF SCRIPTURE, WERE THEN 

WATERED BY GRACE POURED UPON 
US BY THE HOLY SPIRIT.”

See, our minds, seeded by the truth of Scripture, were then watered 
by grace poured upon us by the Holy Spirit. Our hearts, primed by 
the love we received from our church family and our parents, were 
then gently massaged by God’s hand through the activity of the 
Holy Spirit. Our souls, awakened through worship by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, were then attuned to hear what the prophet Elijah 
heard up on Horeb, the Mountain of God — “a gentle whisper.” 

In 1 Kings 19, Elijah is standing on top of the mountain, in the 
presence of the Lord, expecting God to appear to him in ways in 
which God appeared in times past. To Elijah’s surprise, God did not 
appear “in the wind.” He did not show up “in the earthquake” nor 
“in the fire!” I can imagine this might have confused Elijah a bit. 
After all, up to this unique Divine encounter, God often manifested 
His presence, or made His presence known, to His people and to 
prophets through certain consistent physical elements. But in this 
encounter, God demonstrated to Elijah the reality that He is not 
bound by any realm, nor by time and space. 

The following chapters will focus on the revelation of God through 
the Holy Spirit in ways people like Elijah would anticipate. The 
biblical narrative clearly points to some consistently real and 
tangible ways the Holy Spirit makes God’s presence and power 
known to humanity. At the same time, the Bible offers some 
powerful symbolism in helping us understand who the Holy Spirit is 
and how the Spirit moves. However, we must always keep in mind 
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that the Spirit is free to move and appear according to the will and 
ways of God — sometimes in ways that could be unfamiliar to us. 

So as you work your way through this brief study on the Holy Spirit, 
I pray you continue to grow in your knowledge of who the Spirit is. 
Look more intently for where the Spirit moves, listen more carefully 
for how and when the Spirit speaks, and, at the same time, be 
prepared to expect the unexpected. 

There could be times when you might expect the Holy Spirit 
to be magnificently manifested in one way but instead find 
yourself in the commanding presence of the Spirit in ways far 
beyond your imagination. 

You might assume cosmic routine but instead be caught 
up in spontaneity.

You might long for customary sightings but instead be engulfed 
in the mysterious. 

You, like Elijah, might anticipate some sort of thunderous Divine 
proclamation but instead hear “a gentle whisper.”



12  /  INTRODUCTION

QUESTIONS

1. Looking back on your life, when did you begin to sense the 
love of God?

2. Have you ever felt God was pursuing you? If so, when and what 
was it like?

3. Is there any particular context or any particular spiritual 
activity in which you feel more attuned to the presence 
and power of God?

 

4. Do you know of anyone in your life that has had a spiritual 
experience that has left you in awe? If so, describe the experience 
and summarize your thoughts regarding how you perceived God 
to be at work within that person at that moment in time.
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5. Has God ever appeared to you in spontaneously supernatural 
ways? Explain.

6. Do you have a place or space where you go to wait on God? If 
you do not, where do you believe God might be leading? If you 
do have some special spot, where it is? Describe it in detail and 
share the significance of that location.

7. What message, if any, is God whispering into your soul right 
now? What do you need to hear?



CHAPTER 1

E A R T H
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GENESIS 1 :1–2

When was the last time you took a few moments to look up at the 
night sky and stare? The other night, I spent about 10 minutes just 
gazing at the moon. While I was moon gazing, Psalm 19:1 came to 
my mind. It says, The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies 
proclaim the work of His hands. 

The moon was magnificent and seemed so close, even though it 
was a quarter of a million miles away. That sounds far, right? Well, 
it’s nothing compared to the distance between earth and the sun. 
The sun, which is, as you know, at the center of our solar system, 
is 93 million miles away and is, on the surface, 10,000 degrees 
Fahrenheit (and we thought Houston was hot). But we love the sun, 
don’t we? It’s our sun, our very own star. Of course, it’s the only one 
we’ve got, and I’m glad we’ve got it, cause the closest star next to 
our sun is Alpha Century A, which is 25 trillion miles from earth. The 
heavens declare the glory of God. 

“GOD’S GREATNESS ISN’T TIED 
UP IN CREATION. HE IS GREAT NOT 

JUST BECAUSE HE HAS CREATED 
GREAT THINGS. GOD IS ALSO GREAT 

BECAUSE OF WHO GOD IS!”

And if you feel like life is moving really fast, that’s because it is, 
literally. Right now, our solar system is traveling through space 
at 134 miles per second, but we’re not really in danger of running 
into anything for a very long time because we sit in a corner of the 
galaxy called the Milky Way. We’re out on the perimeter. So we’re 
in a very remote, somewhat boring section of the galaxy with not 
much going on. There aren’t any stars exploding or imploding 
near us, and there’s no threat of colliding with the nearest galaxy, 
Andromeda — at least not for 5 billion years. The heavens declare 
the glory of God.  

But the cool thing is we do have an awesome view from where we 
sit. Within our galaxy alone there are between 100 and 200 billion 
stars, so whichever ones we see in the night sky are from within the 
Milky Way, because the naked eye can’t see anything beyond our 
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galaxy. But thank God for technology. Thank God for the Hubble 
Telescope. It allows us to see way beyond the Milky Way. 

Imagine placing a grain of sand on your finger and then holding 
it out at arms-length toward the sky. The patch of sky that grain 
of sand blocks out is the field that the Hubble telescope focused 
on when it took a magnificent snapshot. At first glance this 
phenomenal photo seemed to contain images of stars, when in fact 
every single speck of light in the picture reflected a different galaxy. 
In this one galactic glance of the universe alone, astronomers 
estimated there to be over 10,000 galaxies. All of that in a patch of 
sky the size of a grain of sand held at arms-length. Based on this 
image, scientists estimate there are over 100 billion galaxies in the 
visible universe with each galaxy containing, on average, 500 billion 
to 1 trillion stars! The heavens declare the glory of God.  

How small do you feel right now? Like a grain of sand? The whole 
purpose of talking about this isn’t to make you feel small but to 
remind you of how big God is. God’s so big and so great, and our 
Great Big God created all of existence (Ex Nihilo) out of nothing! 
Now, I don’t know about you, but that blows my mind. 

A few years ago I heard an older Southern pastor tell the story 
about the time he preached a sermon on how great God is and 
how God created the universe out of nothing. After the sermon, a 
man came up and tried to trap him by saying, “Preacher, you say 
that creation came from God, but where did God come from?” 
After a pause, the preacher, in his little Southern accent said, “Well 
God came from nowhere, and coming from nowhere, He stood on 
nothing. And standing on nothing, He reached out where there 
was nowhere to reach and He grabbed something when there 
was nothing to grab and He hung something on nothing and told 
it to stay there!” God is so great. And creation is the proof of His 
greatness! The heavens declare, creation reflects, the glory, the 
greatness of God! 

But here’s the thing: God’s greatness isn’t tied up in creation. He 
is great not just because He has created great things. God is also 
great because of who God is! What’s even more intellectually 
stimulating, mind-boggling and mysterious than the reality that God 
created everything out of nothing is the reality that there is One 
God and that One God exists in three persons. Mind blown again! 
In the next few minutes, we’re about to ride a mental roller coaster. 
Are you with me?
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As Christians, we believe in the Trinity — we believe there is 
One God in three persons. When the Bible talks about God, it 
always refers to God as One. There is always and only One God 
acknowledged throughout the Bible; at the same time, it talks about 
Him in three persons, which is what Paul does in Ephesians 4:4–6. 
Paul says there is One Spirit, One Lord, and One God and Father 
of all, and together they are One! One God in three persons — not 
three different gods who made an alliance and divided up their 
phenomenal cosmic powers.

“AND THE TRINIT Y IS THE HIGHEST, 
GREATEST, MOST PERPLEXING AND 
PROFOUNDLY COMPLEX CONCEPT  

IN ALL OF EXISTENCE.”
 

This is the Christian concept of God and this concept of God 
is unique to Christianity. There are no traces of it outside of 
Christianity. You can’t find hints of the Trinity in any eastern 
philosophy or within ancient Greek or Roman thought. The idea of 
the Trinity doesn’t come from Plato or Confucius or Buddha. No! It 
comes from one book, the Bible, and it is made plain through the 
person of Jesus Christ, the teachings of passages like Ephesians 4, 
and the theologically sound Creeds of the Christian faith.

At the end of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus names the members in 
what is referred to as the Great Commission. And the Trinity is the 
highest, greatest, most perplexing and profoundly complex concept 
in all of existence. We can’t begin to comprehend and understand 
it, even with the help of the some of most brilliant people in history. 
Polycarp, Ignatius and Tertullian? Athanasius, Augustine and 
Aquinas? Descartes, Kant and Kierkegaard? John Calvin, Martin 
Luther and John Wesley? CS Lewis, John Stott and NT Wright? 
None of them — as brilliant as they are — have come even close to 
grasping this mind-boggling concept.

But it’s a good thing that we can’t understand the mystery of the 
Trinity. Because we don’t have a god we can understand! We don’t 
have a god we can figure out, define or explain. Because a god 
we can understand, figure out, define and explain is really no god 
at all. No, we have a God who is inconceivable, unfathomable and 
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unexplainable. The Christian God, the One we worship, is great. This 
is the God we believe in, trust, adore and follow. Our God is great 
not just because of what He has done, but also because of who He 
is! God is One God in three persons — beyond our comprehension. 
And the revelation of the Trinity begins to unfold before humanity’s 
eyes right away in the very first lines of very first chapter of the very 
first book of the Bible. Genesis 1:1–2 says these familiar words: In the 
beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth 
was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, 
and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

As Christians, it doesn’t seem like we spend a whole lot of time 
talking about pneumatology — a theological word for the study of 
the Holy Spirit — in a whole lot of detail, except during certain times 
or days of the year like Pentecost. 

For many churches around the world, the Holy Spirit is given the 
back seat, so to speak, with God the Father in the driver’s seat and 
Jesus riding shotgun. To be Christian, however, is to be Trinitarian, 
which means we worship one God in three persons: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. They are distinct but inseparable, eternally one 
in essence and power — to paraphrase some of the early Creeds. 
And the reality is that since the dawn of Creation, the Holy Spirit 
has been moving throughout this earth with power, and since 
Pentecost, the Spirit of God — the Holy Spirit — has been blowing 
life into Christ’s Holy Church like a mighty wind and setting people’s 
hearts on fire with a love for our Savior and for others. From the 
beginning of time, the Spirit has been moving throughout the earth, 
maneuvering over the empty, dark and formless places and spaces 
of this unique ball of creation. From the beginning, the Holy Spirit 
has been hovering over the surfaces of the deep and over the 
waters of the world.

The Holy Spirit was actively involved in the world throughout the 
Old Testament, formally appearing in these sacred writings 88 
different times, in each instance giving distinctly different divine 
gifts to the prophets, to certain Hebrew Kings and to God’s people 
as a whole. 

For example, the Holy Spirit was actively involved in the creation 
of the Universe and everything within it and actively involved 
in forming us from the dust, from the dirt, from the earth and 
breathing life into us — so the Holy Spirit is life-giving. 
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The Holy Spirit offered spiritual nourishment to Hebrew people time 
and time again and offered them hope in times of despair — so the 
Holy Spirit is life-sustaining. 

The Holy Spirit provided supernatural jolts to the prophets like 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Elijah — so the Holy Spirit is spiritually, 
physically and intellectually empowering.

“THE TRIUNE GOD, WHO CREATED 
THE UNIVERSE OUT OF NOTHING, 

HAS WORKED HARD IN THE PERSON 
OF CHRIST (LABORED THROUGH 

THE BLOOD, SWEAT AND TEARS OF 
JESUS) SO YOU AND I  COULD BECOME 

VESSELS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.”
 

The Holy Spirit instilled insight, instruction, wisdom and guidance to 
Kings like Saul and David — so the Holy Spirit is enlightening. 

And the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament directly communicated 
God’s Word to humanity with boldness and clarity — so, just like 
Jesus, the Holy Spirit delivers and distributes Truth. 

In all these cases, as well as the 264 times the Holy Spirit appears 
within the New Testament, there is a supernatural, formational and 
transformational work that is being done throughout the earth 
because the Holy Spirit is on the move, hovering (to use the words 
from Genesis 2:2) and looking to fill the planet with the presence 
and power of God! 

And do you know what? Nothing has changed. From Genesis to 
Revelation, from Revelation to today, the Holy Spirit is still moving 
throughout the earth. 

For those who feel void and empty inside, the Holy Spirit is still 
life-giving and life-sustaining. For those who have tough decisions 
to make regarding work or school or some sort of complicated 
family matter, the Holy Spirit is still empowering people with insight, 
instruction, wisdom and guidance from above. For those who 
are seeking answers to tough questions in life or are struggling 
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with skepticism or wrestling with doubts, the Holy Spirit is still 
enlightening and still delivering and distributing Truth. 

Most amazing of all? Because of what Christ has done for us on the 
Cross and because of what God did for us in the grave, the Holy 
Spirit isn’t just hovering over waters of this world but is now within 
us, hovering over the waters of our souls, ready to fill the empty 
places and spaces of our lives with power from on high, ready to 
form and actually transform us more and more into a new creation, 
more and more into the image of Christ. Think about that! Mind 
blown yet again! 

The Triune God, who created the Universe out of nothing, has 
worked hard in the person of Christ (labored through the blood, 
sweat and tears of Jesus) so you and I could become vessels of 
the Holy Spirit. Think about that — you are a vessel of the Holy 
Spirit! And you thought you were just an ordinary person. You are 
exceptional! You are, and not just because you are created in the 
image of God and loved by the God of creation, but also because 
God now dwells in you. You’re not just some insignificant speck of 
sand in a universe that is vast and expanding.  Every one of us in 
Christ is a temple of the Holy Spirit!

As temples of the Holy Spirit, we are called by God to come 
together and, in the words of Paul, Make every effort to keep the 
unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. Why did Paul tell 
Christians then and why is he telling us now to do this? So we can 
come together, hold hands and sing “Kumbaya, My Lord?” 

No, it’s so we can get outside these walls and get our hands 
and feet dirty. We are made from the earth and are called to 
be a force of love throughout the world, to take the message 
and love of God to its ends and show its inhabitants a love they 
have never experienced! 

Can you imagine what we could do in this world if we came 
together as One Body, wholeheartedly serving One Lord (Jesus 
Christ), proclaiming the truth of One Book (the Bible), fueled by 
One Spirit for the glory of the One true God? We would change 
the world! 

So many people today, even within the Church, look at the pain 
and suffering in this world and ask, “Where is God?” The real 
question we ought to be asking ourselves is, “Where are God’s 
people?” You and I are temples of the Holy Spirit, being built 
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together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit (as Paul says 
in Ephesians 2:22), which means 1) We really are exceptional and 
uniquely empowered to make a difference in this world wherever 
we go, and 2) When we are united in the Spirit through the bond of 
peace, we are unstoppable.

“SO MY PRAYER FOR US AS A CHURCH 
IS VERY SIMPLE: ‘HOLY SPIRIT COME!’”

 

Where there is sickness, we can offer healing. Where there is 
pain, we can provide comfort. Where there is death, we can bring 
life. Where there is hunger, we can provide food. Where there 
is thirst, we can offer water. Where there is despair, we can give 
hope. Where there is deceit, we can proclaim truth. Where there is 
bondage, we can bring freedom. 

And how is it that we can do these things? Because the Holy Spirit is 
still moving throughout the earth and is choosing to use us as God’s 
vehicles and vessels so we can become ambassadors and agents of 
grace, love, hope and peace among the nations. 

So my prayer for us as a Church is very simple: “Holy Spirit Come! 
Unite these mortal, clay and earthly vessels so that our actions 
might change the world and, at the same time, declare Your glory in 
ways far greater and far louder even than the heavens!”
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QUESTIONS

1. Who is the Holy Spirit?

2. From your experience, knowledge and understanding, what 
have been and currently are the activities and/or purposes of 
the Holy Spirit?

3. Elohim is the Hebrew word used for God in the English language 
in Genesis 1:1. It is immediately interesting to note that Elohim 
is the plural from of the Hebrew word El. How might you make 
sense of this word choice? Does this surprise you? What, if any, is 
the significance of this usage?

 

4. Read Genesis 1:26. What are your initial thoughts? Who is the 
“Us” in this verse and how would you explain this verse looking at 
it through the lens of the New Testament?



EARTH, WIND, FIRE  /  23

5. Deuteronomy 6:4 is the first line of what is known as the Shema 
in Hebrew. How would you reconcile this verse with the two 
verses listed above from Genesis?

6. In what ways has the Holy Spirit been involved in creating, 
redeeming and sustaining humanity? How might you support this 
from a biblical standpoint? What verses come to mind?

7. What does it mean to be a temple of the Holy Spirit? In what 
ways has your life changed because you are such? In what ways 
will your life continue to change? In light of this chapter, how 
does the Holy Spirit move throughout the earth today?



CHAPTER 2

W I N D
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JOHN 3:1–8

This past Monday, as I was tucking my kids into bed, I learned 
something new about them. 

Normally our nighttime ritual looks something like this: First, I 
usually do a quick breath check to make sure they really brushed 
their teeth and brushed them well, which can be, I have to admit, an 
unpleasant experience at times. Then there’s a little bit of tickling 
involved, which is so much fun for them and for me — laughter is 
good for the soul. Next, we sing a song or two — sometimes it’s a 
solo and sometimes it’s a duet, depending on the song. After this, if 
we have the time, we might read. Finally, we close with prayer. 

But one particular week I decided to add an extra step. I asked 
each of the kids if they could recite The Lord’s Prayer, which all 
four of them did — even the seven-year-old twins. I was so excited 
and proud of them and my church, because I know they primarily 
learned The Lord’s Prayer in worship! 

Anyway, I tucked Hannah (our oldest) in last, and after she prayed 
The Lord’s Prayer, I kissed her forehead and said, “Hey, daddy could 
use a little help on this week’s sermon. Will you help me?” All our 
kids are very smart — they take after their momma — but Hannah, 
at age 11, already has a good theological mind. She’ll read the Bible 
on her own and then write down questions to ask me. Plus, she 
really does have great insight. 

So after she agreed to help me I said, “Ok, now close your eyes. 
What do you see?” “Nothing.” “Alright, when I say ‘Mercer,’ what do 
you see now?” Mercer is a small town in northern Wisconsin where 
my family has a small cabin on the lake, so after I asked her this 
question, she said, “I see the lake and the boat and I see us tubing 
and fishing!” 

Next I said, “When I say ‘Disney World,’ what do you see?” She said, 
“The Castle.” “When I say ‘the beach,’ what do you see?” “Ramen 
noodles!” Not a shocker. She loves ramen noodles, and the only 
time we really eat them is at the beach. 

After this question, she opened her eyes, looked at me and said, 
“Oh that sounds so good right now.” I laughed and said, “I know, 
right? But keep your eyes closed, baby — I’ve got two more 
questions. What do you see when I say ‘wind?’” She started 
making a hand gesture and replied, “I see a sort of swirly line like 
something I would draw on a piece of paper.” “Ooh that’s good 
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— I like that. Now when I say ‘the Holy Spirit,’ what do you see?” 
Without missing a beat, she said, “I see something invisible, daddy. 
I see air, but I know He’s there!” Wow! I was speechless and so 
proud. I said, “That’s my girl!” and gave her a fist bump and another 
kiss on her forehead. 

“I  SEE SOMETHING INVISIBLE, DADDY. 
I  SEE AIR,  BUT I  KNOW HE’S THERE!”

I see something invisible. I see air, but I know He’s there. 
That’s amazing — what great insight! This is an extremely deep 
theologically and biblically accurate description of the Holy Spirit 
for an 11-year-old. Wouldn’t you agree? 

And where did she learn this? From her daddy, who also 
happens to be a pastor? Nope. I can’t take the credit for her 
explanation of the Holy Spirit. I didn’t teach her this. The credit 
belongs to the Holy Spirit. 

Hannah has already placed her faith in Christ, which means she has 
been stamped/sealed by the Holy Spirit, in the words of the Apostle 
Paul. She is a temple of the Holy Spirit, and because she’s a temple 
of the Holy Spirit, the truth she spoke to me on that night was 
taught to her by the Holy Spirit who is working within her. 

And how do I know her description is an accurate description 
of the Holy Spirit? I know this is true because, like many answers 
to life, the Bible tells me so. The Holy Spirit appears in the Old 
testament 88 different times, and, each time, is described using the 
Hebrew word Ruach, which means “air in motion.” It means “wind” 
and/or “breath” and always connotes life. Here are a couple of my 
favorite Old Testament verses where the word Ruach is used for the 
Spirit of God. 

Genesis 1:1–2: In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth. Now the earth was empty and formless. Darkness covered the 
surfaces of the deep and the Ruach of God hovered over the waters. 

Job 33:4: The Ruach of God has made me; the breath of the 
Almighty gives me life.

Of course, the Holy Spirit appears in the New Testament also, 
moving powerfully throughout the earth and blowing life into the 
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Church. And since the New Testament is written in Greek, the word 
used for Spirit is Pneuma, which means — guess what — “a current 
of air,” “breeze,” “wind” or “breath.” This means that the Spirit in the 
Old Testament is, of course, the same Spirit in the New Testament. 
And out of the 264 times the Pneuma — the Spirit — appears, one 
of the most powerful places this word pops up is in the passage 
mentioned above where the Holy Spirit is specifically identified and 
described by Jesus Himself.

Like Hannah and I, Nicodemus and Jesus are having a little 
theological discussion of their own one night. Even though their 
discussion is at a far, far greater depth than ours, you could say, in 
a way, that Nicodemus’ eyes were closed like Hannah’s were. But 
in his case, they were closed to the Truth until Jesus opens his eyes 
to it. The Truth, according to Jesus (the One who is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life) is that being religious won’t get you into the 
Kingdom of God, but being born again will — not in the physical 
sense, of course, but in the spiritual sense; not by the flesh but by 
the Spirit, by the Pneuma. And “how is it possible to be born again” 
(asks Nicodemus)? Well that’s easy. Jesus says, “You shouldn’t be 
surprised.” The answer my friend is blowing in the Wind!

What is wind anyway? I mean in a literal sense. If you Google it, the 
most common definition is this: “The perceptible natural movement 
of air.” So based upon this simple but common definition of wind, 
though you can’t see it, you can perceive its effects and know it 
exists. When was the last time you paid attention — I mean really 
paid attention — to the wind? When do we become aware of or 
notice the wind in the physical world? 

We notice the wind when we’re sitting on our front porch reading a 
book or the newspaper or talking to a friend on the phone and hear 
the wind chimes sound. 

We notice it when we’re out on the golf course because we 
know it will either help or hurt our shot. This is why we sometimes 
grab some grass and toss it in the air to see which way the wind 
is blowing. 

We notice it when we’re flying a kite because we know a kite can’t 
fly without the wind. It will certainly not stay up in the sky unless it 
catches the wind just right, in which case it will soar effortlessly like 
a bird. Flying a kite without the wind is really an exercise in futility. 

We notice the wind when we sail because we can’t move on the 
water in any intentional direction unless there is at least some sort 
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of breeze blowing, which is why we call it sailing and not floating. In 
fact, we notice the wind when we’re in a boat of any kind, whether 
it be a sailboat or a motorboat, especially if we see or hear a storm 
blowing toward us. As my great-grandfather used to say, “It’s much 
better to be on land wishing your were on the water than to be on 
the water wishing you were on land.” So we really pay attention to 
the wind while we’re on the water because we don’t want to get 
caught in a violent storm. 

And we notice the wind when we look out our bedroom window 
and see the tops of the trees moving or when we’re at the beach or 
beside the pool on a hot summer day and all of a sudden feel a cool 
and refreshing breeze come upon us. 

So even though we can’t see the wind, we know it exists because 
— whether it’s intentional or not — we can see, feel and/or hear 
its effects.

The same is true of the Spirit, the Ruach, the Pneuma, the Divine 
Wind. We know the Spirit exists not just because, whether 
intentional or not, we can see this Wind’s effects, or feel the Wind, 
or hear the Wind, but even more so because Jesus affirms the 
Spirit’s existence and importance. What He has to say about this 
Divine Wind is certainly worth paying attention to, so let’s take a 
look at His words.

“…THE DIVINE WIND IS NOW 
SWIRLING POWERFULLY WITHIN US, 

SO WE CAN SAIL THROUGH WHATEVER 
STORMS OF LIFE COME OUR WAY.”

First, Jesus tells Nicodemus that the Spirit is life-giving. He says if 
you want to come into the Kingdom of God, you have to be born 
again — born of the Spirit and born from above. In other words, you 
must receive the Breeze, the Breath, the Wind, the Spirit of God if 
you want life, because there is no life apart from the Spirit. 

And how do you receive the Breeze, the Breath, the Wind, the 
Spirit of God? Jesus tells Nicodemus toward the end of their 
discussion in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave 
His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him will not perish 
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but have everlasting life.” Jesus is teaching Nicodemus that the only 
way to step into the Kingdom of God is to be born again, and the 
only way to be born again is to receive the Holy Spirit, and the only 
way to receive the Holy Spirit is to believe in the Son and place your 
faith in Christ. 

Do you know what this means for believers? It means that the Divine 
Wind is now swirling powerfully within us, so we can sail through 
whatever storms of life come our way. We can soar on wings like 
eagles, in the words of Isaiah 40:31. We can fly as high as a kite 
on a warm and breezy summer afternoon. And we can be totally 
confident in the reality that during those moments when we feel 
like life is choking us or the air around us seems stale and stagnant 
and suffocating, that the air within us is fresh and pure and clean 
because we are filled with the very Breath of God! 

Next, Jesus tells Nicodemus that the Spirit blows wherever the Spirit 
pleases, which means that this Divine Wind is free and cannot be 
controlled or manipulated or directed or redirected by the forces of 
this world. Furthermore, according to Jesus, no one knows where 
the Spirit comes from or goes, but we can be certain that the Spirit 
of God is in fact coming and going. 

The Spirit is always moving powerfully in the lives of those who 
have placed their faith in Christ. This Divine Wind is always blowing 
within the hearts of believers and throughout creation. Since the 
outpouring on Pentecost in Acts chapter 2 (when the Ruach came 
upon the disciples with the sound of a rushing wind), the Spirit has 
been consistently and constantly circulating life and power and 
truth into the Body of Christ (the Church) and into every member of 
this Body. 

This empowers the Church to be a Christ-like, Christ-led, Christ-
ordained supernatural force of love, authorized by Christ to change 
lives and transform the world! Church, we are being moved, blown 
by the Holy Spirit to be God’s breath of fresh air in this spiritually 
polluted world. Like a child blowing the seeds off of a dandelion and 
watching them float away, we are being blown by the Spirit and are 
carrying the seeds of the Gospel, the Good News of Jesus, wherever 
we go so we can plant these seeds of love wherever we land.

Finally, in our passage above, Jesus tells Nicodemus that the Spirit 
of God, like the Wind, can be heard. There is an audible sound the 
Spirit makes when on the move, and since the Spirit is always on the 
move, this Breath can always be heard, if and when God’s people of 
the Spirit take time to listen. 
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Listening to the Holy Spirit can be challenging at times because 
the world is a noisy place, full of loud-mouthed and long-winded 
people. Our culture seems to enjoy endless chatter, bickering 
rhetoric and divisive dialogues. Society feeds off gossip and leans to 
slander. Watch any reality TV show nowadays and you’ll see that the 
ancient Greek philosopher Plato was right when he said, “Wise men 
speak because they have something to say. Fools speak because 
they have to say something.”

“JUST LIKE THE WIND CARRIES 
LEAVES AND SEEDS AND DUST AND 
SAND, THE SPIRIT OF GOD CARRIES 
TRUTH AND WISDOM AND INSIGHT 
AND INSTRUCTION WHEREVER HIS 

DIVINE WIND BLOWS.”

Flip through hundreds of different cable channels and you’ll quickly 
discover multiple stations carrying various shows that prove there 
are many people in our world who are not taking Abraham Lincoln’s 
advice: “Better to be silent and thought a fool than to speak and 
remove all doubt.” 

James 1:19 says we are to Be quick to listen and slow to speak. But it 
really works the other way around in our culture, where so many are 
quick to speak and slow to listen because our society doesn’t value 
silence. But our God values it, and He commands us in Psalm 46:10 
to be still and know that He is God. Why? So we can hear the Wind 
blow — so we can hear the Spirit. Just like the wind carries leaves 
and seeds and dust and sand, the Spirit of God carries truth and 
wisdom and insight and instruction wherever His Divine Wind blows.

So today I say let the Wind blow in us and through us and around us 
so that we might breathe the life-giving message of Christ into the 
lives of our family members and friends and into the hearts of our 
neighbors and strangers.

Let the Wind blow so fiercely that God might fan the flame within us 
and cause us to catch on fire with enthusiasm so people will come 
from miles to watch us burn with love for God and others.
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Let the Wind blow so strongly that the Spirit carries us away, nearer 
and nearer to the heart of God in praise and worship, whether at 
church or at home, so we can become more and more like God’s 
Son, our Savior.

Let the Wind blow so loudly that we can hear what the Spirit 
is saying to the Church clearly and so communicate the message 
to each one of us so profoundly — then we can be more open 
than ever to what God might be convicting, calling or commanding 
us to do. 

You might ask, “And how do we see and feel and hear and sense 
the Wind blowing so we might breathe, burn, soar and discern?” I’ll 
give you a good starting place. Close your eyes and see… then pray, 
“Holy Spirit come!”
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QUESTIONS

1. Think back to some of your first encounters with God. Describe 
them. What was it like? What did you learn from that holy 
experience? What images, concepts or feelings did you notice 
circulating within you in those divine moments?

2. John 3:16 is one of the most well-known verses in all of Scripture. 
Read or recite this verse and then break it down. What significant 
spiritual and theological connections are Jesus making in this one 
simple but profound statement? 

3. When were you “born again” and what difference, if any, did you 
immediately sense? 

 

4. In John 3:8, Jesus compares the freedom of Spirit to the freedom 
of wind. How do you interpret this? In what ways does this 
impact your life on a daily basis?
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5. In that same verse, Jesus seems to indicate that the Spirit can 
be heard. For hundreds of years, believers, via many different 
spiritual disciplines/practices, have been learning to listen more 
intently to the Holy Spirit so they could better discern what the 
Spirit is saying to them and to the Church. Based upon your 
experience and understanding of the activity of the Holy Spirit, 
what spiritual practices have you found helpful in hearing the 
movement and/or messages of the Spirit?

6. In what areas do you feel/need the Breeze of the Divine Wind 
in your life right now? Within your family? Within your Church? 
Around the world? 

7. Ponder the relationship between water and the Spirit from a 
biblical framework. How are the two intimately linked? In the 
realm of human existence? In the context of the Trinity? In the 
practices of the Church? 



CHAPTER 3

F I R E
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ACTS 2:1–13

I love fire. Now, I understand its potential to be destructive, and, like 
many of you, I pray every time I hear reports of wildfires sweeping 
across our continent or any other. But I also understand and know 
that fire, when approached and handled respectfully, can be a gift. 

Since I was a child, I’ve always loved sitting around a campfire 
with friends or family. I have so many great memories shooting the 
breeze and reminiscing about good times while roasting hot dogs or 
marshmallows over the open fire. I also enjoy getting lost in thought 
while staring at the dancing flames and being mesmerized as they 
move and change color, shape and form. Fire is a mysterious thing. 
Well, technically it isn’t even a thing. Did you know that? 

I recently called my firefighter brother, Ryan, in Wisconsin and 
asked him to help me better understand what fire is. He taught me a 
few basic things I never knew or thought about.

Philosophically speaking, I already knew what the ancient Greeks 
thought about fire. They believed there were four basic elements 
that made up the universe; earth, wind, fire and water. Like the other 
three elements, they believed fire was a sacred substance that gives 
life and power.

“THE FIRE OF GOD WILL NEVER 
BURN OUT THOUGH — PARTICULARLY 

THE FIRE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.”
 

But as Ryan reminded me, fire is not a substance or a thing. When 
you look at a fire in your fireplace, within your grill, on your stove 
top, or in a campfire, the fire you see is not an object at all but 
a process. It’s a chemical reaction, which really means fire is an 
event in time. And this event is only possible when these three 
components are present: heat, fuel and oxygen.  
Isn’t that interesting? 

And when these three components are one, when this triangle of 
fire is present, it emits heat, light and gases like carbon dioxide. 
Take one of these three components away and you will cease to 
be able to build or sustain a fire. The reality is even if all three are 
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present, fires will eventually burn out. They always go out in time. 
The wildfires will eventually burn out, the campfires we build will 
turn to ashes, any candle you might light, if left burning, will be 
extinguished. Even our Sun, that cosmic ball of fire in our solar 
system, will eventually stop burning — in 5 billion years. 

The fire of God will never burn out though — particularly the fire 
of the Holy Spirit. There’s another triangle, created by the brilliant 
4th century theologian, Athanasius, and adopted by the primitive 
church. It represents the Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit), the 
one and only Triune God who is Holy and eternal, omnipotent, 
omniscient and omnipresent (all-powerful, all-knowing and ever-
present). And in the biblical context (Old and New Testaments), 
when the Triune God reveals Himself to humanity, when God 
manifests Himself in the moment as an event in time, His presence is 
sometimes perceived to be encompassed with fire — but not fire as 
we know it!

History has a way of repeating itself, doesn’t it? This is a common 
phrase we’ve heard and know to be true, first of all, because the 
Bible tells us this in so many terms in Ecclesiastes 1:9: What has 
been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is 
nothing new under the sun.

But we also know history has a way of repeating itself because 
we’ve experienced the repetitious nature of life. It also has a way 
of repeating itself in the Bible as well — or to be more accurate, 
God has a way of repeating Himself. Remember when and how He 
appeared to Moses. Exodus 3:2 tells us it was in flames of fire from 
within the bush… and though the bush was on fire it did not burn up.

In this encounter, Moses asks God’s name, to which He replies, “I 
AM.” Shorty after this divine encounter with the holiness and fire of 
God, Moses commands Pharaoh to let God’s people go in the name 
of I AM. 

We know the story — Pharaoh refused until after the night of the 
Passover, when the angel of death killed all firstborn sons whose 
homes didn’t have the blood of the sacrificial Passover lamb spread 
over their doors. 

Pharaoh let God’s people go momentarily before he changed his 
mind and chased the Hebrew people down, trapping them by the 
Red Sea. This is when God showed up again and prevented the 
Egyptian army from slaughtering the Hebrew people by shielding 
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them with a pillar of fire as they crossed the Red Sea and walked 
into the Sinai desert. 

Fifty days after the Passover, Moses ascended to the top of Mount 
Sinai to meet with God. He then descended from the mountain 
with God’s Law. So for the ancient Hebrew people Pentecost, 
which means the 50th day, primarily exists to remember how God 
delivered them from slavery and then gave them a specific way to 
live with purpose and be a light for the nations. 

Now fast forward about 1600 years from the first Pentecost. We will 
once again see that history has a way of repeating itself when we 
come to the Pentecost in Acts, which, for the first century Jew, is 
now 50 days after the Sabbath of the Passover week.

“WE HAVE ACCESS TO THE SAME 
FIRE OF GOD EXPERIENCED BY BOTH 

MOSES AND THE DISCIPLES.”
 

So Pentecost in this context is the first day of the week,  
which would make it Sunday. On this day the disciples aren’t  
sitting around the campfire, but they are probably shooting the 
breeze and recalling the amazing events of the last three years  
of their life with Jesus. 

At this point in the Acts, Jesus had been gone for only 10 days. 
Forty days after Jesus was raised from the dead — 40 days after 
Passover Sunday — the disciples watched Jesus ascend into 
heaven (as we recite in the Apostle’s Creed); but now, 10 days later, 
the disciples were sitting around and waiting for this gift Jesus 
promised them, which is, in Jesus’ words, “The power of the 
Holy Spirit.” 

Now I don’t know how long they waited this day, but what — or 
better yet, whom — they waited for was worth it. As we can see 
from our passage, God showed up big, manifesting His presence 
in two major ways — as a fiercely strong Divine Wind (which we 
looked at last chapter) and as fire. This shows us that the God who 
was revealed so powerfully at Pentecost in Acts is the same God 
who appeared to Moses in Exodus.

I don’t know about you, but this passage is unlike anything I’ve 
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ever experienced. I can’t even begin to imagine what or how the 
disciples were feeling in this moment when the supernatural power 
of God was unleashed upon the entire house they were in and upon 
everyone in it. Can you imagine it? Maybe?

If you’ve lived in the Houston area long enough, you probably know 
what it feels like to have your entire house shaken with the violent 
winds of a hurricane, but I’m pretty sure none of us here, in any kind 
of situation, hurricane or not, have ever seen flames of fire suddenly 
and spontaneously appear out of thin air and begin dancing over 
somebody’s head. If this ever did happen, I’m sure we would 
probably freak out a bit and be on the lookout for the nearest 
fire extinguisher. 

But even though we’ve never experienced nor seen anything like 
what is described in Acts 2, we can pinpoint and see the amazing 
parallels between the two experiences — between the manifestation 
of God in Exodus and His manifestation in Acts. We can also walk 
away from this passage with the knowledge we have access to the 
same fire of God experienced by both Moses and the disciples.

History has a way of repeating itself. Think about the parallels: 
Moses sees God in flames of a bush that will not burn, is told by 
God to have his people to spill the blood of a sacrificial lamb for 
Passover, sees God again in a pillar of fire, and finally ascends a 
mountain to visit God to then descend the same mountain with the 
law seared by the very finger of God onto tablets of stone. Jesus, 
who is God in flesh, dies on the cross during the week of Passover 
as the final and sufficient sacrificial Lamb of God, is raised from the 
grave on Passover Sunday, ascends to Heaven 40 days later, and 
then 10 days later on Pentecost, which is now the 50th day after 
Passover, the Holy Spirit descends, not with a law to live by but with 
life itself. And this life appears, once again, as divine fire! 

From this event, from this moment when what seemed to be 
tongues of fire came to rest upon the disciples’ heads, their souls 
were ignited with the power of the Holy Spirit. They were set on fire 
by the filling of the Spirit for the cause of Jesus Christ. 

Now the disciples didn’t burn as we understand burning to be — 
they didn’t radiate heat or put off gas — but they did shine brightly, 
and they did light up their world. They “radiated with joy,” to use the 
words of the Psalmist. Together they consumed everyone in their 
path  — not with judgment, hatred, condemnation, or fire, but with 
the burning love of Christ. 
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The disciples and their disciples and their disciples, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, started a Gospel wildfire that couldn’t 
be contained by any earthly empire nor controlled by religious 
authorities or stopped by spiritual powers because these Christians 
were filled with the fire of God, which is the power of the Holy Spirit. 
They boldly and unabashedly preached the Good News of Jesus 
Christ — the news that there is forgiveness of sins and freedom from 
guilt and shame — and they preached this message without fear of 
persecution or death. They preached with a divine fire within their 
souls. And because it is a divine fire, it supersedes the fire triangle 
of this world for it is a fire that can never ever be extinguished.

“THIS DIVINE WIND, 
THE BREATH OF GOD, IS THE 

OXYGEN OUR SOUL NEEDS TO 
KEEP THE FIRE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
BURNING SO FIERCELY, SO WILDLY 

AND SO BRIGHTLY WITHIN US”

History tells us that some of these disciples burned so brightly for 
Christ that they were arrested and literally burned alive. Polycarp, 
one of my favorite early Christian theologians, was among them. He 
was one of John’s disciples and, like John, was filled with the fire 
of the Holy Spirit. He was arrested by the Romans at 86 because 
he refused to denounce his faith in Christ and show allegiance to 
Caesar. They decided to burn him at the stake. When they went to 
nail him to it, though, Polycarp said, “Leave me as I am, for He that 
gives me strength to endure the fire will also enable me, without 
your securing me by nails, to remain in the fire without moving.” 

Wow! And how was Polycarp able to withstand such torture and 
face such a horrific death? He was able to withstand the worst this 
life could throw at him because the fire within him was so much 
greater and so much more powerful than the fire around him. 

Here’s more good news — the same is true for us! The reality of 
our faith is that in Christ we each have access to this same power 
— access to this same fire. When we placed our faith in Jesus, 
we were stamped/sealed with the Holy Spirit, as Paul writes in 
Ephesians. When we came to Jesus, we became earthly vessels of 
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the Divine, temples of the Holy Spirit. Thus we are constantly filled 
with the breath, the air, the breeze, and the Wind of God. This Divine 
wind, the Breath of God, is the oxygen our soul needs to keep the 
Fire of the Holy Spirit burning so fiercely, so wildly and so brightly 
within us. 

Once again, history has a way of repeating itself! Because of what 
Jesus did for us on the cross for our salvation and because of what 
God did for us in the grave so we could have victory over death and 
disease when Jesus returns, we have been given the power of the 
Holy Spirit in this life. We have been given the Fire of God, which 
means that He is constantly manifesting His presence within us on a 
daily basis. 

To place ourselves within the context of Exodus, we are the burning 
bush, specifically chosen as the Church — the Body of Christ — by 
God Himself. We are called, as Moses was called, to introduce the 
world to the Great I AM who came to earth in the person of Jesus 
Christ and who said in John 8:58, “Before Abraham, I Am.” 

To place ourselves within the parallel context of Acts 2, we, as 
individuals, have been set on fire through the power of the Holy 
Spirit so that, just like the disciples, we can boldly and unabashedly 
tell others about Jesus. Can you imagine what we would do if we 
came to grips with the reality that we have an inextinguishable fire 
within us and can start a contagious fire of love around us? 

John Wesley imagined what just a few on-fire people could do 
when he said, “Give me one hundred preachers who fear nothing 
but sin and desire nothing but God, and I care not whether they be 
clergy people or lay people — they alone will shake the gates of Hell 
and set up the kingdom of Heaven upon the Earth.” 

It’s really not that complicated. Our job, as God’s people and as 
temples of the Holy Spirit — or to say it another way, as God’s 
earthly furnaces — is to start a wildfire across the globe, to spread 
the life-changing message and burning love of Christ across this 
earth in every language so that every person, from every tribe and 
nation, can come to faith in Jesus, be filled with the Spirit and, in 
the words of John Wesley, feel their heart strangely warmed by the 
presence and fire of God. 

Our status as a burning bush is not an easy one, though, because 
light always reveals the secret wrongs done in dark places of this 
world. And our roles as God’s individual furnaces will be difficult 
as well. As individuals we will be persecuted, just like Jesus told us. 
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We will be criticized. At times we will find ourselves missing out 
on promotions or pay raises or good grades we earned because 
we expressed our beliefs. We will be poked at, joked about, and 
ridiculed. We may even be made fun of and accused, like the 
disciples were on Pentecost, of having too much wine.

 

“NO MATTER WHAT COMES 
OUR WAY OR WHAT IS SAID ABOUT 

US, THOUGH, OUR FIRE WITHIN CAN 
NEVER BE SNUFFED OUT.”

No matter what comes our way or what is said about us, though, 
our fire within can never be snuffed out. We will be empowered to 
love without abandon, we will continue to respond with gentleness, 
and we will always say respectfully (in Spirit-filled Apostolic form), 
“It isn’t the wine that makes us crazy for Christ, that fuels our love 
for Jesus and this world — it’s the Holy Fire within us!” 
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QUESTIONS

1. Define and describe fire. What, if any are its moral implications? 
Is it dangerous? Are there benefits? If so, explain.

2. What are the tangible/intangible connections between wind and 
fire, both in regards to the physical and spiritual realms?

3. Within the biblical narrative, who and/or what is concomitantly 
connected or associated with fire?

 

4. Where is fire involved in divine communication within the Bible? 
And what has been communicated via fire?
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5. What does it mean to be a furnace of the Holy Spirit? What are 
the positive implications in your life?

6. Read 2 Timothy 1:6–7. How is this flame fanned? Thinking within 
the context of the Trinity and the Holy Spirit as the Ruach or 
Pneuma of God, what spiritual practices have provided you with 
the spiritual stimulation to keep the fire burning within you?

7. Reflect upon some of Jesus’ teachings in the Gospels. What 
imagery does He use of Himself and of us that supports the 
imagery of fire in Genesis and Acts? How does Paul’s imagery in 
Philippians 2:15 support the same?
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A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R



For many churches around the world, the Holy Spirit is given 
the back seat, so to speak, with God the Father in the driver’s 
seat and Jesus riding shotgun. To be Christian, however, 
is to be Trinitarian, which means we worship one God in 
three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. They are distinct 
but inseparable, eternally one in essence and power — 
to paraphrase some of the early Creeds. 

And the reality is that since the dawn of Creation, the Holy 
Spirit has been moving throughout this earth with power, and 
since Pentecost, the Spirit of God — the Holy Spirit — has 
been blowing life into Christ’s Holy Church like a mighty wind 
and setting people’s hearts on fire with a love for our Savior 
and for others.  

As you work your way through these reflections on the Holy 
Spirit, I pray you become more in awe than ever before of the 
mystery and majesty of the Holy Spirit — and at the same 
time, come to a deeper realization of the Spirit’s mighty 
movement, not only throughout this world or around your 
lives, but also within you!
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