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blocks

How would you describe the current foundation of your life? What’s most important to you? 
One way to evaluate this is to look at four different areas:
 
 What do you think most about?
 What relationships do you invest the most time, energy, and emotion in?
 What ambitions do you have for the future?
 How do you spend your time?

The diagram below gives you five blocks in each of those four areas. Write into each block one 
of your top five. (Or, if one answer takes up 40% of your time, ambition, etc., give it two blocks; 
three blocks for 60%, and so on.)

Some suggested answers are given below, but you can make up anything you want. Just be 
honest about it. This is a way for you to evaluate your own life.

RELATIONSHIPS 
(You could put the #s in the blocks)
1. Family
2. BFF
3. Girlfriend/boyfriend
4. Twitter following
5. Christian friends
6. Friends who respect my faith
7. Friends who tear down my faith
8. People I’m using to get what I 
want
9. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

THINKING
School 
Family
Jesus 
Love & Sex      
Sports  
Celebrities
Clothes 
Acne       
Bling
Other . . . 

AMBITION
Fame
Success
Money
Marriage
Beauty
Education
Popularity
Ministry  
License
Other . . .

TIME (waking hours)
Shopping
Texting
Gaming
Skating
Studying
Practicing
Worshiping
Kissing
Chatting
Other . . .

Time

Thinking

AmbiTion

RelATionships
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because God is...

God Is . . .  So I am . . .   And so I’ll think or do this . . .

The Creator  Created                  He knows how I’ll function best

Eternal

All-powerful

Omnipresent

All-knowing
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Roamin’

How can we be righteous in God’s eyes? That’s the question behind the book of Romans. Chapter 
1 describes the well-known idolatry and immorality of non-religious people. Chapter 2 turns the 
tables—religious folks are just as guilty, and maybe more so, because they know the rules and don’t 
keep them. 

According to Romans 3:10 and 3:23, who is righteous?

According to 3:20, what can “the law” do? What can’t it do?

But now God offers us his righteousness. According to 3:22–24, how do we get it?

The word atonement is used in 3:25. What does that mean?

Chapter 4 discusses Abraham, the ancestor of the Jews. He was found righteous because of his faith, 
not by keeping the rules. God hadn’t even given the law yet.

Romans 5:1 describes us as justified? What does that word mean?

From the same verse, what is the result of being justified?

Look at 5:6–8. Maybe someone would give up his life to save a really good person, but how was 
Jesus’ death different?

Chapter 6 starts with an interesting question: If God just forgives us for sinning, why don’t we keep sinning 
so he can forgive us more? How does that question get answered?

You can choose to be a servant of sin or a servant of God. According to 6:20–23, which is better 
and why?

Chapter 7 describes the ongoing struggle of a person who wants to do the right thing, but keeps 
doing wrong. Chapter 8 offers an in-depth answer: the powerful work of God’s Spirit within our lives.

According to Romans 8:1, if we have trusted Christ, what is our status?
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What’s the Good WoRd?

2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come.

Hebrews 12:14
Strive for . . . holiness without which no one will see the Lord.

1 Thessalonians 4:3
This is the will of God, your sanctification.

Ephesians 2:8-10
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Luke 9:23
If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.

Romans 8:13
For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live.

Romans 13:14
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Ephesians 5:1
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.

Sanctification isn’t just a matter of not doing wrong. It’s a matter of actively “doing” righteousness. It’s 
pursuing obedience. The Christian life is about putting on new behavior, clothing ourselves with Jesus 
himself. 
       Joshua Harris

All Scripture quotations from the English Standard Version


