
Welcome to the Whirl: Leo & Friends DVDs!
Each animated episode is designed to entertain kids with a story about Leo and his friends, as 
they have adventures, solve problems, and learn about faith together. Every episode is inspired 
by a story from the Bible. Check out the reference at the end of this guide to make these 
connections to Scripture.

Using Whirl: Leo & Friends With Your Child
The questions and activities in this parent guide offer flexibility, so your family can use it as you 
see fit. You can ask questions exactly as they are written—or tweak them a bit! Do the activities 
just as they are, or add your own flair, or substitute your own ideas. However you choose to 
use this guide and wherever (in the car, in the family room, at the park) you do so, remember 
the goal is open communication with your child. Leave space for tough questions. Allow some 
answers to be “I don’t know.”  Let ideas linger as your family goes deeper with Whirl: Leo & 
Friends and seeks what God might be saying to you through it and your time together.

Discussion Questions
After watching some episodes of Whirl: Leo & Friends, start a discussion with your child using 
these questions:

• Which episode was your favorite and why? 

• What happened in the episode? What was one problem the kids faced? How did they 
solve it?

• What was a lesson the kids learned? What was a lesson you learned from this episode?

• Which character did you like best and why? What made this character special?

• Which character was most like you? What made this character similar to you? How are 
you different?

• What is something your whole family could learn from this episode? How could this 
episode help your family to grow stronger?

A PARENT’S GUIDE 
to Making Faith Connections Using the Whirl: Leo & Friends DVDs
This guide applies to Trend or Friend and Other Inspired Adventures: Volume 2.



• How does this episode help you understand more about God?

Activities
Prototype for a Better World 
The Whirl character Leo hopes his inventions will make the world—at least his part of 
the world—a better place. Though his inventions don’t always go according to plan, his 
intentions—mostly—are good and ought to get us thinking: What invention would we like to 
see that might make the world better? Why not design a prototype? 

As a family, spend some time brainstorming an idea. What’s one thing that would make the 
world better? (If you can’t agree, toss your ideas into a hat and choose one!) Discuss what the 
invention would do and what problem it would solve. Then design it! Either sketch it out and 
leave it as a drawing or go the extra mile and build the prototype using materials from around 
the house.

Share:  
Why would this invention make the world a better place? Even without this particular 
invention, how might we address the problem this invention seeks to solve?

Real and Imaginary 
The Whirl DVDs mix the real (photographs) with the imaginary (drawings), resulting in fun, 
fresh ways to see the world. Take a stab at creating your own mix of real and imaginary. Find 
a photograph and make a large copy of it (black and white on your home printer will do). Now 
add your own sketches or colorings or stickers or 3-D objects to the photo. How does this 
change your view of reality? How does it enhance it? 

Share: 
How might the skill of being able to imagine something else in a picture help you imagine 
God’s presence in the world? 

What Were They Thinking? 
Whirl episodes were created to help kids process their faith in ways that relate to real life. 
This means the stories don’t always come to a tidy resolution. Characters sometimes make 
mistakes, say or do something unkind, feel angry or sad, and even struggle with their faith. 
Choose one or two of these moments from an episode, and ask your kids what the characters 
were thinking. Ask them if they have ever done or said something similar. Invite your child to 
imagine alternate endings. Then remind them that even when life is hard and even when we 
make mistakes, God loves us and forgives us.



Lines to Remember
Below are some lines from selected episodes. If you recognize the lines and can set them in context, 
feel free to do so. Otherwise, just read the lines with your child and ask: What’s interesting about 
this? What questions does it answer? What questions does it raise?

“Burt, we were always friends. I mean, I did build a robot for you!”

—“Gerbil Flu”

“Guys, this is too big of an opportunity to pass up. And it’s a big oportunity for you too, Mimi! 
You’re ready for this.”

—“Marker Czar”

“People aren’t perfect. Sometimes we break promises. But God’s promises are different!”

—“Chester T. Goodtimes”

“Trust in God that you have the abilities to do what you need to do.”

—“Technotrust”

“I do not think God’s laws are meant to make us feel bad or to judge one another.”

“What else could they be for?”

“Well, to teach us how to live, how to love God, and love others.”

—“God Grade”

“But how am I supposed to deal with all this new, hard stuff? Just blindly stumble through it?”

“That’s part of it. But you could also try looking to God.”

—“Wistful While You Work”

“I can’t believe you sacrificed your entire tiny unicorn collection. Thank you!”

“Sometimes it’s just the right thing to do.”

—“Mysterious Benecrafter”

“That’s funny. Today was the first time I’ve actually seen you act like a bully.”

—“Bowed Over”

“Mimi, you’re forgetting the best part of Jesus’ death.”

“The best part? There is no best part. The Son of God died!”

“The best part was that he came back from the dead!”

—“Spring Griever”

“Hey, Gabe. I just wanted to say it’s really cool that you and your mom are giving us a ride. My 
parents work on the weekends, and I wouldn’t be able to come to Sunday school otherwise. I 
know it’s probably a tight squeeze, but just know that I really appreciate it.”

—“Carpool”



“But how can I have any peace with all these questions?”

“Well, maybe that’s why the first thing Jesus said to the disciples was, ‘Peace be with you.’”

—“Night of the Living Christ”

“Jesus wouldn’t have let this happen! He’s pretty universally known as the Good Shepherd!”

—“Sheeple”

“God means for us to love everyone!”

“How does God love you? Or me? I mean, we’re not perfect, Leo. But God still loves us.”

—“Tough Love”

“I’m starting to think you and I being friends isn’t cool.”

—“Trend or Friend”

“Well, like my Mom says, the only camping stories worth telling are ones based on experience 
and wisdom. Those stories have withstood the test of time.”

—“Miss Guided”

“I’ve always thought of the Holy Spirit as a guide . . . a force . . . or something that inspires us in 
sharing the good news.”

“Yes, exactly! Like Pastor Pete said in his sermon, the Holy Spirit leads us to serve God by 
serving others.”

—“Spirit Spirit”

“Words can really hurt people, Leo.”

—“Not So Fun Facts”

“For Chet, it’s not about being the Director, it’s about being there for the kids. Once I took half 
a second to process that, I was fine.”

—“Director Objector”

“I feel like God knows what I need better than I do. And the only way I’ve found to truly figure 
out what I need is to pray about it.”

“Plus, you can do it anywhere! God’s always listening.”

—“Why Pray Tell”

“Oh, no. I’ve been trying to control the show instead of serving it, haven’t I?”

—“Mess of Moxie”



Appendix: Bible passages referenced:
These selections from Scripture help you take the Whirl stories deeper. See if you can connect 
themes or lessons from the episodes to the passages below.

Gerbil Flu
Mark 1:29-39
Healing at Simon’s House

Marker Czar
2 Kings 2:1-12
Elijah and Elisha

Chester T. Goodtimes
Genesis 9:8-17
God’s Covenant with Noah

Technotrust
Romans 4:13-25
The Faith of Abraham

God Grade
Exodus 20:1-17
The Ten Commandments

Wistful While You Work
Numbers 21:4-9
Moses and the Bronze Serpent

Mysterious Benecrafter
John 12:20-33
Jesus Predicts His Death

Bowed Over
Mark 11:1-11; 14:1—15:47
Mark’s Holy Week

Spring Griever
John 20:1-18
Jesus Is Risen

The Carpool
Acts 4:32-35
Early Believers Share

Night of the Living Christ
Luke 24:36b-48
Jesus Appears to Disciples

Sheeple
John 10:11-18
The Good Shepherd

Tough Love
1 John 4:7-21
Let Us Love One Another

Trend or Friend
John 15:9-17
Abide in Love

Miss Guided
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Matthias Is Chosen

Spirit Spirit
Acts 2:1-21
Filled with the Holy Spirit

Not So Fun Facts
James 3:1-12
Taming the Tongue

Director Objector
Mark 9:30-37
Jesus Welcomes Children

Why Pray Tell?
James 5:13-20
Pray for One Another

Mess of Moxie
Mark 10:35-45
James and John


