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Mission Statement 

 

Restless Beings is an international human rights organisation which aims to support 

marginalised communities that are deprived of media or public attention. 

Its projects are holistic in operation and work towards self-sufficiency. 

The organisation is free of political, cultural, religious and racial prejudice. 

We believe in egalitarianism for all and as such our team and projects are familiar in 

operation, organisation and structure. 

 

For more information, please visit our website: www.restlessbeings.org 
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Restless Beings is a grassroots human rights charity that aims to work with the most 

marginalised communities in the world, pushed to the fringes of society, with no 

hope of salvation. Since 2008, Restless Beings is continually working with the 

Bangladesh street children, the issue of ‘Ala Kachuu’ (bride kidnapping) in central 

Asia and the Roma Gypsy community in the UK. The ethos has remained the same, 

‘voice the voiceless’ by not ‘empowering’ these communities but to assist and 

ensure that they themselves can work towards their rights and freedom.  By fully 

utilising social and worldwide media Restless Beings bring light to the situation and 

atrocities faced by these communities and celebrate their rights so that one day 

these rights will materialise. 

In May 2010, Restless Beings had launched their second project, "Stateless Beings” 

which marked the starting point of the 'Stateless Rohingya Project'.  

To work with the Rohingyas, the mind-set of a charity and organization has to 

change - the pre-existing knowledge of how to help the 'less fortunate' becomes 

obsolete because it is powerless. The Rohingya, for far too long have been cast into 

the shadows of society, under the oppressive military junta of the Myanmarese 

government. 

In an unfortunate circumstance it took the violent uproar in Arakan in May 2012 for 

the spotlight to be shone on the Rohingya struggles. Restless Beings, after receiving 

disturbing and unimaginable on the ground reports, believed atrocities akin to 

genocide, ethnic cleansing and xenophobia were occurring, yet we were criticised 

for using such terms. However, as more reports of international organisations are 

published, their results show exactly this kind of violence and now; more people 

worldwide are beginning to see the true ugliness revealed. 

The reason for this report is to show the process of how as an organisation, Restless 

Beings worked to voice the Rohingyas in ways which may be unconventional, but 

played a part to the universal call for help of the Rohingyas. In the space of three 

months we sought to increase international awareness of the Rohingya, 

encouraging both individuals and world leaders to recognise and take action for 

Rohingya human rights, all the while seeking to ensure that the Rohingya had the 

media coverage they deserve, but which thus far had failed to receive.  
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ROHINGYA HISTORICAL TIMELINE 

8th Century: Dated Rohingya 

ancestry in Arakan. 

 
1799: A Comparative Vocabulary of 

Some of the Languages Spoken in 

Burma Empire published by Francis 

Buchanan. This is the first historical 

document mentioning the Rooinga 

or today’s Rohingya. 

 

1823-4: British invade Arakan 

during the 1st Anglo-Burma War 

- In Arakan, Rohingyas were 

actively part of society, working 

as merchants and servants. 

 
1942: Japanese units enter 

Arakan, forcing the British to 

retreat, splitting Arakan in an 

ethnic division that still exists 

today with South Arakan 

consisting of mostly Buddhists 

and North Arakan consisting 

mostly of Muslim Rohingya. 

 

1959: Prime Minister U Ba Sue states 

that the Rohingya are a race like 

other races in Burma and have 

equal rights. 

 

 

1948: On January 4th, the 

independent Union of Burma is 

created and U Nu becomes the first 

Prime Minister. 

 

 

The 1947 Constitution of the 

Union of Burma is 

proclaimed with some of 

Burma’s first citizenship 

laws. The Rohingya vote in 

the 1st Constituent 

Assembly Elections. 

 

1979: Operation Shwe Hintha 

(Operation Golden Bird) to 

assist nearly all 250,000 

Rohingya refugees in their 

return to Burma. 

 

1960: Rohingya vote in the 1960 

Elections. 

 

1978: General Ne Win launches 

Operation Naga Min (Operation 

Dragon King) -purge Burma of illegal 

foreigners. Wave of terror sweeps 

Rakhine state; summary executions, 

rape and brutality targeted at 

Rohingya caused 250,000 of them to 

flee to neighbouring Bangladesh. 

 

1974: Burma is renamed 

Socialist Republic of the 

Union of Burma.  

 

1962: General Ne Win overthrows U 

Nu government in a military coup.  
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NaSaKa is established as the border 

security/military force in North 

Rakhine, they then become the 

main perpetrators of the human 

rights abuses against the Rohingya.  

 

1991: Pyi Thaya Operation  (Operation 

Clean and Beautiful Nation) is launched, 

leading to widespread abuse, forced 

labour, harassment, rape, arbitrary land 

seizure, destruction of property and 

executions of Rohingya in North 

Rakhine. 

 

1990: In 1990 Suu Kyi’s party National 

League for Democracy won 80% of 

the parliamentary seats. Military junta 

took power by way of a coup again 

and suppressed democratic 

developments.  Suu Kyi was placed in 

house arrest until she was released in 

2010. 

 

1988: Ne Win resigns after pro-

democracy demonstrations sweep 

across Burma. Aung San Suu Kyi 

emerges as leader of the 

democracy movement. 

 

1982: Ne Win Government enacts 

1982 Burma Citizenship Law, with 3 

types of citizenship, providing full 

citizenship to only those within the 

recognised 135 national races of 

Burma. Rohingya are not a 

recognised race, 800,000 living in 

the Rakhine state are now stateless. 

 

1994-2002: 230,000 Rohingya 

have returned to Burma under 

repatriation agreement. Burmese 

authorities issued Temporary 

Resident Certificates or ‘white 

cards’. The card does not 

represent Burmese Citizenship. 

 

1992: UNHCR reported between 

210,000 – 250,000 Rohingyas 

had left Arakan and sought 

refuge in Bangladesh, where 

20 refugee camps were 

created. Burma and 

Bangladesh then agree to 

repatriate them. 

 

1993: UNHCR and Burmese 

government sign a Memorandum of 

Understanding permitting UNHCR to 

monitor repatriation. Burmese 

authorities stop issuing birth 

certificates to Rohingya Children. 

 

1994: NaSaKa issues first legal order 

restricting marriages of Rohingya in 

North Rakhine. 

 

2008: The Rohingya in North Rakhine 

vote in the constitutional referendum. 

Thai government began a policy of 

‘pushing back’ boats with smuggled 

Rohingya to sea with no food or water. 

 

2007: ‘Saffron Revolution’ - Thousands of 

monks and demonstrators protest in 

Burma and the protest is met with the 

violent military.  

 

2005: NaSaKa issue a new local 

order requiring all newly 

married Rohingya couples to 

sign an agreement to only 

have two children.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_League_for_Democracy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_League_for_Democracy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_League_for_Democracy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_League_for_Democracy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_League_for_Democracy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_League_for_Democracy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_League_for_Democracy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_League_for_Democracy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_League_for_Democracy
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2009-2010: Bangladesh Border 

Guards began forcibly pushing 

back Rohingya, crackdown 

against unregistered Rohingya 

refugees in areas of Cox’s 

Bazaar, Ukhia and Teknaf, with 

flooding into Kutupalong 

Makeshift Camp for protection- 

the camp now has an estimate 

of 34,000 people. 

 

2011: Bangladesh Prime Minister 

Sheikh Hasina, visits Burma - 

Bangladesh and Burma agree on 

the repatriation of 2,500 

Rohingya refugees from the 

camps. 

 

2012: Kutupalong and Nayapara hold 

30,000 official refugees. 200,000-

400,000 stateless Rohingya now live in 

southern Bangladesh, including 

another 20,000 living in the Kutupalong 

Makeshift Camp and 10,000 in Leda 

Bazaar Camp. 
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 28th May: An alleged rape of a Rakhine woman led to the widespread 

campaign in Arakan which caused hysteria amongst the Rakhine community 

to bring justice against the Rohingya. 

 

 3rd June: A Rakhine mob had overturned a bus and killed Muslims passengers 

who were not from Arakan and only visiting. 

 

 8th June: During Jummah prayers (The Islamic Friday prayers) - Rohingyas had 

been peacefully praying and demonstrating for the Muslims who had died in 

the bus incident; Rakhines had disturbed the peace in the name of 

vengeance and began the never ending rampage of killings by attacking 

the Rohingyas; this immediately led to houses and villages being burned 

down and mass killings. 

 

 10th June: Thein Sein had called for a state of emergency in Burma - worried 

that the violence may spread to other parts of Burma and potentially ruin the 

progression towards democracy. 

 

 13th June: Our sources in Maungdaw have reported that two make-shift 

camps had emerged in the township with 50,000 Rohingya villagers are 

gathered with a larger gathering of around 100,000 in Sector 7 on the South 

side of Maungdaw. 

 

 18th June:  By this date 6,000 Rohingyas have died and 12,000 displaced. 

 Aung San Suu Kyi diplomatically made no comment on the Arakan 

violence during her European tour.  

 Bangladesh forcibly pushed back Rohingyas who tried to cross the 

border. Foreign Minister Dipu Moni refuses to take responsibility. 

 

 11th July: Our source in Arakan - Destruction of Rohingya houses and 

properties and a total blockade is tightly imposed on all Rohingya Muslim 

localities.  

 Food is controlled by Rakhines and Rohingya Muslims are deprived of 

any food supply and they are living a very harsh life with starvation. 

 In Buthidaung jail: 500 Muslim detainees living under most deplorable 

conditions. Many have no clothes, flesh wounds, no medical 

assistance and no regular food supply. 

 

 12th July: President Thein Sein proposed to expel the Rohingyas to other 

countries or to be placed in refugee camps in Arakan - the idea was quickly 

dismissed by the UNHCR because the Rohingyas cannot be made refugees in 

their own home. 

 

SUMMER 2012 
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 21st July: Concentration Camps – A victim who had escaped a close shave 

with the authorities in the Maung Ni Village had told us:  

 ‘’A joint group of Police, Lun-Htin (Security Forces), Sa-Ra-Pha (State 

Affairs Security) and local Rakhine thugs rounded every Rohingya 

man and were taken in a truck to an unknown location to be 

killed.’’ 

 4 young women were taken away from their families by Rakhine 

thugs. Their hair was shaved off and also were subjected to gang 

rape. 

 

 26th July: Our sources in Arakan – Start of Ramadan: Imaam of all Mosques 

and a total of 70 clergymen were targeted.  

 Evening and early morning raids are conducted all over Maungdaw 

township and arrests are made where the Rohingya were praying in 

congregation in their houses. 

 A ship carrying aid arrived in Akyab was looted; the items included 

18,000 bags of rice (900 metric tonnes), 1,000 bags of lentils (50 metric 

tonnes) and 1,100 bales of clothing. With the value of the goods being 

estimated at $500,000. 

 

 29th July: Our sources in Arakan – In Sittwe most localities near the main town 

were burned down - Nazir Para, Kawshai Para, Migan,Molvi para 

 Rohingya shop owners forced to close down shops and vacate the 

area. 

 Households in Maungdaw, Buthidaung and part of Rathedaung 

townships, have become destitute, with families being driven out, as 

the military and authorities aided by Rakhines have sealed off the 

entire region and taken control. 

 East Quarter  of Maungdaw, the wealthier Muslim area is now 

controlled by Rakhines - Rohingya were driven out by thugs and 

hundreds of millions of Kyats of good were looted and plundered (the 

names of the victims can be found in the appendix) 

 

 31st July:  On the eve of UN rapporteur Tomas Ojea Quintana visit to Burma, 

our sources tell us that pre conditioned preparations were in place by the 

Arakan officials and Rakhine to wane off suspicion of human rights violations. 

 

 1st August: UN special rapporteur Tomas Quintana who visited Maungdaw, 

had spoken to Rohingya and UNHCR employees. It is believed that Rohingyas 

were moved to another location and Rakhines were put in their place in the 

Buthidaung jail. 

 

 2nd August: Bangladesh blocks the following charities; Medicine Sans Frontiers 

(MSF), Action Against Hunger (ACF) and Muslim Aid UK who help unregistered 
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Rohingya refugees, believing them to be encouraging the influx of more 

refugees. 

 

 3rd August:  From our source in Arakan: A concentration camp has been 

created in Maungdaw where many Rohingya (old and young boys) are kept 

in the Maungdaw district electric supply compound; buildings have been 

turned into rooms for the Muslim captives where they would be tortured. 10 

Rohingya Muslim bodies were buried in graves in Myoma Kayindan (Shikdar 

Para)., one mile south of Maungdaw. 

 

 5th August: From Our source in Arakan: 3 villages were hit by fresh arson 

attacks - Gupitaung village, Apaukwa village, Shweling village (more 

information in appendix) 

 

 6th August: In Kyauktaw a large Rakhine mob gathered from the surrounding 

areas and torched the largest remaining Rohingya village with 2,000 houses 

destroyed. Security forces did not intervene to stop the arsonists 

 Vice-President Sia Mauk Kham visited Maungdaw and Sittwe asked if 

Rohingyas would like to live separately from Rakhine, the Rohingyas 

were not in favour of segregation, fearing segregation would lead to 

further marginalisation. 

 

 7th August:  Rakhines had partly damaged a Buddhist ‘Pagoda’ in the 

Rakhine village, Ramyat Taung.  The blame was shifted on to the Rohingya 

but fortunately the NaSaKa did not act upon it. 

 

 8th August: Maungdaw was sealed off because of a bomb threat in the 

region - Rohingya houses were checked one by one during the night by 

police and Lun Htin forces, taking advantage of members of the household 

especially because of the absence of male family members who do not 

sleep in their homes to avert arrests. 

 

 9th August: Rohingya curfew increased from 7pm – 5am 

 

 10th August: Turkey Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu with his  wife Emine 

Erdogan met with President Thein Sein urging the need for aid to be sent into 

Arakan, after which Davutoglu visited Sittwe and has also donated US $50 

million for affected families in Arakan State 

 

 11th August: OIC have temporarily been allowed to give aid in Arakan after 

agreement with Thein Sein that all residents of Arakan will receive it. King 

Abdullah of Saudi Arabia has also pledged to send $50 million in aid. 

 

 14th August: Thein Sein speaks to Voice of America about the need for 

education albeit separate education for Rohingya. 
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 17th August: From our sources in Arakan: New wave of attacks on Rohingya 

leaves hundreds homeless during torrential monsoon rains whilst others were 

left dead. 4 villages near Rauthedoung – 12 have been killed with 1,000 

Rohingya displaced as well as in 3 villages south of Maungdaw where 3 

people have been killed.  

 Hundreds of Rakhine activists armed with sticks, batons and other 

weaponry forced their way into Rohingya houses in three adjacent 

villages, Lun Htin and Nasaka (Burmese armed forces and paramilitary) 

opened live rounds of fire on the villagers. 

 

 19th August: From our sources in Arakan:  Authorities in Maungdaw organised 

Eid prayers, a staged act to make it appear as though religious freedom was 

apparent, the  Rohingyas refused to go fearing they would be an ideal 

opportunity for mass arrests. In Bawli Bazaar- Kyin Chaung they were forced to 

congregate and caretakers of Mosques, the Imams (prayer leading person), 

Adhan prayer callers were all arrested. 

 

 20th August: Indonesia speaks out on wanting to help Rohingyas to rebuild 

homes in Arakan from September with the help of OIC and the Red Cross. 

 

 23rd August: His holiness the Dalai Lama, long silent about the issue, 

sympathised with the Rohingyas and expressed his concerns in a letter which 

he had written to Aung Saan Suu Kyi - both are set to meet later this year. 

 

 24th August: From our sources in Arakan: Monasteries play a vital role in 

distributing weapons to the Rakhine population. It is widely believed that all 

Buddhist Monasteries in Arakan are centre of Rakhine Nationalistic and 

Communalistic activities. 

 

 11th September:  the army and Natala villagers of the Mawra Wadi village 

looted homes and the land of Haws Sara village, including 22 oxen. 

 

 12th September: 11:30pm, the army and Natala villagers looted Mohammed 

Zafor's sister's home in Nurulla Fara village, the army had also set the area on  

fire killing one Rohingya man 

 

 14th September:  The authority and a group of Buddhists tortured two 

shopkeepers in front of Shwe Zar Bridge. Police group ‘Aung Kyaw Kan’ 

arrested 5 men. All the men were arrested as they returned from the market 

after closing their shops.  
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 16th September: Immigration Department have taken over the role of 

clarifying the population number of Rohingyas and who has fled to 

Bangladesh. This was previously the job of the NaSaKa. This was deemed a 

positive change for Rohingya. 
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What instigated the Project? 

The decision to work with the Rohingya community was made in the latter part of 

2009. The Rohingya are the most persecuted community across the world, whose 

basic rights have been stripped and who cannot exercises any cultural and religious 

freedom. After researching statelessness extensively, we were organically led to the 

Rohingya community, prevented from expressing their identity, being denied 

citizenship and vulnerable to systematic oppression and restrictions. 

 

Our reasons for focusing on this community and dedicating our resources to finding 

new and powerful ways to engage the wider international audience with this issue, 

with a hope to make a tangible difference for the community on the ground, was a 

very simple one; rights to state. Every human being, as outlined by the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, has the right to an identity and state to call home, the 

Rohingya have been described by many as the world’s most oppressed and 

persecuted, and with more than their identity being denied, we felt it necessary to 

make it a priority to do whatever we could for this community, from creative 

campaigns, to documentary making, on field research and international lobbying. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teknaf: Leda Bazaar & Kutupalong Refugee Camp, Bangladesh 

The "Stateless Beings" project, launched officially in May 2010 which before was 

preceded by a field trip to the rural town and villages near Teknaf, Bangladesh. We 

RESTLESS BEINGS STATELESS ROHINGYA PROJECT 
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went to visit Leda Bazaar, one of the camps where, approximately 14,000 

unregistered refugees stay. At, the time it was administered and funded by 3 foreign 

NGO's providing, very basic housing, sanitation and medical support. 

 

Restless Beings met with a group of families staying at Leda Bazaar where accounts 

of a tough and brutal life under the junta were relayed. A lack of land rights, 

marriage rights, movement rights, education and of course denial of citizenship 

were amongst some of the brutalities described.  One particular account, of where 

Rohingya were often forced to work, to clean and maintain Buddhist temples for 

four out seven days per week struck a chord of a life lived in total accordance with 

the military junta.  When asked, would they ever return to Arakan, Myanmar, they 

enthusiastically explained, that the Rohingya wished for nothing more so long as 

they were guaranteed a life where they would be treated as equal humans. 

 

From there, Restless Beings managed to gain entry to Kutupalong camp which is run 

and administered by UNHCR and home to 26,000 registered Rohingya refugees. We 

were expecting to find a slightly happier more fulfilled community here.  But it was 

more akin to an open air prisoners. The Rohingya community was very reluctant to 

speak to us here as the camp was heavily guarded by Bangladesh security forces 

that often beat the Rohingya if they openly speak of their harsh treatment. 

Although, there seems to be education facilities, medical aid and a bazaar here, a 

group of young Rohingya boys discussed with us tentatively why they feel trapped. 

They explained that education was only given to children at the age of 7 with no 

opportunity to go further with no future prospects. 

 

On the other side of the perimeter fence of Kutupalong lies an unregistered camp 

where more than 90,000 Rohingya stay in squalid conditions. The boys explained that 

their mother lived in the unregistered camp and should she pass away they would 

only be able to watch through the fence their mother being buried unable to be 

comforted or to comfort her - the camp is restricted, meaning no access in or out of 

it. The thought of living a life in such conditions seeing their family on the other side 

but unable to feel their warmth was one that was beyond depressing. This was all 

documented via our first Rohingya documentary 'A'ar zaati Rohingya'. 

 

In 2011, Restless Beings visited Leda Bazaar again to begin discussions on the 

proposal of creating an education centre to run throughout the day for both local 

villagers and Rohingya. The concept was to provide education for the youth as well 

as providing language and working skills classes for adults in the evening. One of the 

major factors for not being able to earn enough money as well as providing 

economic value to the region as a whole is the language barrier and if this was to 

be overcome, the entire area could thrive economically with a large population 

ready and able to work. This proposal is due to be completed mid 2013 pending 

Government permission. 
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Since June 2012, with clashes between Rakhine and Rohingya, Burma state led 

authorities against the Rohingya the situation has called for Restless Beings to shift its 

focus more towards the long term objective of citizenship for Rohingya in Burma and 

whilst our plans for the Leda camp remain in place, the severity of the recent 

developments mean that a greater focus must be placed on advocacy and 

diplomacy. Restless Beings are perfectly placed for this having built an extensive 

network of contacts and sources both within Burma but also internationally with 

leading individuals and organizations. 
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Building relationships with the Rohingya Community 

We were aware that along with those who had migrated to Bangladesh during both 

exoduses, many had also migrated to other neighbouring countries such as India, 

Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand, and to a small contingent of Rohingyas in Saudi 

Arabia and in the UK. It was imperative to build a relationship with the Rohingyas 

who had migrated because they have become emissaries of the Rohingya 

community outside of Arakan, thus having the best outlook of what the Rohingya 

community want to achieve and how they see it best to do so. Our role would be to 

support them achieving their goals, we too growing from learning more about them.  

 

We met Nurul Islam, the president of Arakan Rohingya National Organization 

(ARNO), who had given us an insight from his own life experiences as a Rohingya 

person, having lived through and witnessed both exodus’, he bettered his life and is 

now a senior member of the Rohingya community in the UK. We promptly built 

relations with Burmese Rohingya Organization UK, headed by Tun Khin who has 

become an ambassador for the Rohingya community in the UK and internationally, 

believing it to be integral that despite being far from Arakan, ‘’We still try and voice 

the Rohingya’’. 

 

In January 2012, Restless Beings joined BROUK in the Burmese Campaign Office for a 

cultural gathering, celebrating the Rohingya heritage which, if ever reported, the 

world never hears about- we only hear of their hardship and persecution. The 

Rohingyas living in Britain were able to show what a day to day life for a Rohingya 

person was like - through food, dress, religion and community; what was unique 

about this experience is that people from different ethnic groups of Burma joined in 

and took a keen interest in the Rohingya lifestyle which was a contrast to how the 

treatment of the Rohingyas in Arakan is so vastly different. 

 

Through linking with these communities we were able to gather key information 

about the situation of the Rohingyas in the refugee camps in Bangladesh and those 

who are still lived in Arakan.  Chris Lewa, the coordinator of the Arakan Project also 

offered great insights into the legal framework being the persecution of the the 

Rohingya, but put simply, ‘’Citizenship is not a privilege, it is a basic right’’.  Lewa had 

pointed out the importance of integration between the Rohingyas and other groups 

because it is through integration and acceptance that hatred, separatism and envy 

will be eliminated for the Rohingyas in Arakan and the Rohingya Refugees in 

Bangladesh. 

 

Dr. Wakar Uddin, Director General of Arakan Rohingya Union (ARU), was an integral 

part of our summer campaign. After meeting him in the House of Lords conference 

Mr Uddin helped to facilitate and resource the Restless Beings Rohingya team who 

to contact for reliable and verified up to date news on the worsening situation in 

Arakan. Dr Uddin had stated his belief and position of the violent summer in Arakan: 
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“The problem is no longer a Rohingya issue, it is no longer a Burmese issue, and it is 

now a problem which lies on an international level”. 

 

 

The disappearance of 26 fishermen - JANUARY 2011: 

A source from within Cox Bazaar Bangladesh had informed us of the devastating 

news that 26 fishermen had not been seen since the 10th November 2010. We had 

received word of this information in January 2011- this was not an ordinary 

occurrence as witnesses of those who had last seen the fishermen had said that the 

weather was calm on that night but the following morning the father of one of the 

missing fisherman who had come to the port to greet his son, found that they were 

nowhere to be seen. The police had filed the reports that these men were missing 

but they did not assist the families of the fisherman any further. It was believed that 

the fishermen had been mistaken by the NaSaKa for Rohingya fleeing Arakan and 

attempting to cross the border. Our press release gave details of the story naming 

some of the 26 fishermen.  

It is stories such as these that are further side-lined from the mainstream media- and 

thus it was vital that Restless Beings spread the word of the disappearance of the 

fishermen, where other agencies deemed it unfashionable to print. 
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Upon hearing of the events in Burma in late May 2012, fully escalating in the first 

week of June, Restless Beings launched what was to be an intensive campaign to 

attempt to address the issue, through a multifaceted approach. 

 

Our approach was set to have three main aspects working to unite raising mass 

awareness, calling political action and ensuring that the Rohingya issue was 

covered by the media. Each aspect was to be a springboard for the next and 

facilitated the effectively of the next phase. 

 

 

The Power of Social Media 

It was integral that in the first instance we used our social media presence to ensure 

that our thousands of supporters were aware of both the violence the Rohingya 

were facing, and the years of persecution that they have had to face before it. 

Through sharing our Rohingya project page, we took to Facebook and Twitter 

encouraging people to read and learn about the Rohingya and then talk about the 

community and their struggles with their families, friends, colleagues and anyone 

that they could get a hold of. Through hosting ‘tweetups’ to achieve trending status 

for the Rohingya, we began to receive much vitriol for supporting Rohingya human 

rights. Being of a deeply racist and anti-human rights stance, it merely ensured that 

our work to voice the Rohingya must continue to achieve equality for them as 

citizens of Burma. 

 

 

Demanding Political Action 

Meanwhile we set about transforming the online support to help with the other 

aspects of the campaign. Having worked with Burmese Rohingya Organisation UK in 

holding a demonstration outside the Burmese Embassy, it was clear that protests 

should be held against the main governing bodies involved, where applicable and 

appropriate. Bangladesh has been entwined in the history of the Rohingya in Burma, 

with many fleeing there to safety over the years, living in refugee camps there or 

trying to assimilate with Bangladeshi society. It was then a great shame and 

frustration that amidst the violence, the Rohingya fleeing from rape, torture and 

inevitable death this summer were turned away by the boatloads when seeking a 

safe haven across the Bangladesh border. We then organised a petition to plead on 

humanitarian grounds to Bangladesh to open its borders. In a matter of days we 

reached over 5,000 signatures and then presented it to the Bangladesh High 

Commissioner after organising a demonstration outside the Bangladesh Embassy in 

London. 

 

   RESTLESS BEINGS VOICE THE ROHINGYA CAMPAIGN 2012 



20 
 

He assured our Directors that the Bangladeshi government would be made aware 

of the plea from the Bengali and wider community in the UK. 

 

The next natural step was to urge diplomatic action from the British Government and 

thus in a matter of 10 days we were armed with a petition signed by over 13,000 

people from over 134 countries worldwide. In a fortnight, our website attained over 

80,000 hits, testament that online campaigning is integral to raising awareness. 

 

Having written to many Members of Parliament in the UK we were well underway in 

demonstrating to our British government that their constituents were appalled at the 

actions of the Burmese state. With such abhorrent human rights abuses it was 

important that Burma with regards to opening up of trade and their economy were 

aware that international governments will not engage with them unless all their 

people have equal representation in society. 

 

The day after the opening of the Olympics 2012 ceremony, with eyes of the world on 

London, Restless Beings held a peaceful, vibrant demo to highlight the plight of the 

Rohingya coinciding with Burmese athletes competing. South Africa was expelled by 

the International Olympic Committee from competing in the Olympics for more than 

three decades for their abhorrent racial policies. The Burmese state should be held 

accountable for their persecution of the Rohingya in the same way. Notably the 

website gained over 2,500 hits on the day of the demo proving the event to be 

highly successful in reaching out to the many new Olympic tourists from all over the 

world. 

 

 

Facilitating Media Coverage 

Having achieved strong public and political support, we then called for the media 

to give the situation the coverage it deserved. Despite the state of emergency in 

Arakan, Burma, we as a grassroots organisation with limited budgets, calling upon 

our extensive network of sources, obtained footage from on the ground in the 

region. This was to demonstrate two key things; firstly the true reality of the shocking 

scenes from Arakan and the persecution that the Rohingya are facing, and 

secondly to demonstrate that media access is viable. We screened out footage; 

Burma’s Rohingya; The Human Story at Press Conference at the end of July, where 

we urged the media to show the situation in Arakan from an unbiased perspective, 

purely on an human rights basis. This was strengthened by a Media Statement, 

organised by Restless Beings and signed and supported by over 45 organisations 

and charities from all spectrums of society calling on greater media coverage. The 

video was the first verified footage to come out from the region and with more 

campaigning behind the scenes then lead to it being aired on Turkish TV, which lead 

to a surge of social media campaigning and consequently for Turkish Religious 

Minister and Prime Minister to make public statements condemning the violence. 

Restless Beings contributed to many newspaper articles and website blogs and 
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opinion pieces as well as helped to advise different groups trying to also campaign 

for the Rohingya. Our bank of information on the Rohingya issue and various articles 

also proved to be integral when it came to the production of viral videos like 

Forgotten People, receiving hundreds of thousands of views on YouTube. 

Furthermore it also led to the facilitating of Al Jazeera and Channel 4 news teams to 

also get access to footage in the region. This was a significant step as for the first 

time journalists and notably the mainstream media, were able to portray from the 

inside, the real extent of destruction- an integral step in showing the international 

community how much their voice is needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Need for Aid 

Throughout the conflict, access into Burma has been severely restricted with 

Amnesty International and Oxfam being refused entry. Recently a ship loaded with 

aid was looted by the local Rakhine and the most needy were not able to access it. 

Again, using our network of sources in Arakan, we sent through list of villages that 

had not received any aid at all to the UN and WFP to ensure that safe access was 

granted to both those delivering aid and the most vulnerable in Arakan, including 

the Rohingya to actually receive it. A recent meeting  (August 12th) between the 

OIC (Organisation of Islamic Cooperation) and Thein Sein- President Burma 

established an agreement that Myanmar would allow for aid to be distributed to all 

residents in the state and that Islamic humanitarian organisations were ready to 

donate such aid. However, it still remains how this will happen in the practical sense, 

ensuring that delivery of aid will be free from threats of violence. 
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In an unfortunate manner, it has been as a result of this summer’s intensified violence 

and persecution that the decade's worth of oppression and marginalisation has 

come to light. It is important to remember that the Rohingya are not just the Muslims 

of Burma, or a Burmese tribe, they are the Rohingya- a community steeped with 

heritage and culture in Arakan, with a legitimate and ancestral right to live as 

Burmese Citizens. 

 

 

What can YOU do as a Restless Being? 

The recent reports of Amnesty and Human Rights Watch have further verified and 

corroborated Restless Beings research.  You can read all the latest updates on the 

situation in Arakan on the Restless Beings website as we continue to get updates 

almost twice weekly and as more human rights organisations are releasing their 

reports and the UN are gaining access into the region, the Rohingya struggles will be 

known. It is essential, however, that such reports on the Rohingya are read and 

distributed so that their plight becomes known. 

 

Awareness can be raised and maintained even through YOUR social media profiles. 

It can be as simple as getting a piece of paper with #RememberRohingya written 

on it and a link to our Rohingya project page or basic facts about the community. 

Also we encourage you to tweet about the Rohingya with the hash tags #Rohingya 

#Burma #Arakan; 

 

''Described by the UN as the most persecuted community in the world yet their 

struggle is largely unknown. #Rohingya #Burma #Arakan www.restlessbeings.org'' 

 

Simple words can convey a powerful message. 

It’s also necessary to get in touch with our MP's/Senators and ask them to work on 

our behalf at a time of humanitarian crisis which is not only an Asian/Burmese issue, 

but an international issue. 

Petition your MP/ Senator. It is their duty to represent your desire for human rights, 

equality for all and to ask our Governments to urge for humanitarian aid and relief 

for the Rohingya. 

In the UK www.writetothem.com 

In the US www.usa.gov/Contact/Elected.shtml 
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The following are experiences from the Rohingya living in Arakan currently: 

 

These are the words of a Woman in Buthidaung, 21st July 2012:  

 

 

                One of my brothers was arrested by 20 police force and another by a 

group of 30 police force. In the day time, we locked the door because we were 

afraid of the Rakhine who have been looting from us, but the lock was broken by 

the police force who came and took my brothers from our house.” 

 

 

    They have been tortured day and night, sometimes even Rakhine are 

allowed in to the jail to torture the Rohingya prisoners when the police are tired of 

beating them. In the morning when they (the Rohingyas) are very weak or dead 

they are taken out of the jail, carried by the lorry and thrown away.” 

 

 

                The punishment is endless” 

 

 

 

Accounts taken from Restless Beings Aa’r Zaati Rohingya mini documentary, 2010. 

 

The Administration Manager at Teknaf Camp:  

 

                Identity is a very big issue, it is the first human right and they simply have no 

identity” 

  

Rohingya Men at Teknaf Camp: 

      

                If you were a member of the Junta, and a man passed you on the street 

with a goat or chicken, he wouldn't bother to ask how much it cost rather he would 

shoot the man dead for the livestock”. 

 

 

 

 

                In Arakan, suppose a situation where the couple are poor and they want to 

marry each other, if they don’t pay the fee, they will both end up in prison!” 

 

ROHINGYA VOICES 

“ 

“ 
“ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“ 

 

“ 
“ 
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    If Burma were to grant us the Rohingya people citizenship, it will be the end 

of our woes” 

 

 

The following are experiences from Rohingya now living in London, UK. 

 

Nurul Islam of Arakan Rohingya National Organisation (ARNO) at the Bangladesh 

Embassy Protest 1st July 2012:  

 

 

               Bangladesh has an obligation, although they have not signed the 1952 

convention, of the Rohingyan’s who are already on the soil of Bangladesh, they 

have to be accepted as refugees according to the international law” 

 

 

Mohamed describes how his family still living in Arakan have been affected by the 

violence this summer: 

 

 

               All the men in my family cannot stay in their houses at night, in case they 

get arrested or attacked. I found out yesterday that my 12 year old cousin has been 

killed. ‘’ 

 

 

Rabir spoke of his fear of being Rohingya and peace in London : 

 

 

   Everywhere that my family and I fled to, we had to hide who we were, but 

now that I am in London, though I am far from my family, I am free and can be 

Rohingya.’’ 

 

Yasmin: 

 

 

              When I was at university, I had to hide that I was Rohingyan. My friends did 

not know and always badmouthed the Rohingya...I had to hide who I was.... I was 

unable to get my Degree certificate because I could not prove that I had Burmese 

citizenship.” 

 

Tun Khin (President of Burmese Rohingya Org UK): 

 

 

  I grew up in the Arakan state where I faced persecution. Travelling between 

villages was too hard and to other districts was really hard, but through providing 

“ 

“ 

“ 

“ 
“ 

“ 
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bribes I travelled to Bangkok seven years ago and was able to get an education. I 

then travelled to the U.K and I am currently doing my PHD. My family is still there, 

they live in Rangoon and it is not as bad as living in Arakan. They do not want to 

leave, as I am working for my people I want to go back one day and return to my 

country, I hope one day my country will have peace. ‘’ 
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The sheer scale of the violent eruption in Arakan would in a normal circumstance, 

have the world on its toes, however with the complexity of the regime in Burma (the 

prompt action to put Burma under a state of emergency and the control over 

media with no access to journalists from abroad allowed in Burma) it was a difficult 

wait until the clash had surfaced in to the mainstream media. The reports by 

Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and the Analysis of the UN Rapporteur 

had helped to bring the situation in Arakan to the forefront of mainstream media 

somewhat. 

 

The Amnesty press release on the 19th June had called for the need of access to aid 

in the Arakan area, the need for the state of emergency to be lifted to ensure that 

help from the international community can be placed and also the need for an 

independent investigation into the strife and long and on-going discrimination 

against the Rohingya - the press release had highlighted the key areas of the 

situation in Arakan and directly address the Burmese government to allow 

international aid agencies to all access in the areas affected in Arakan. 

 

The Human Rights Watch 56 page report outlines and details the strife from the 

beginning, detailing the injustices and human rights abuses inflicted on the 

Rohingya. The report goes into deep rooted accounts of Rohingya who were 

interviewed in Arakan and Bangladesh and also Rakhines - showing violence had 

been carried out by both groups, but the Rohingyas had been subjected to a long 

run of injustices and widespread racism for decades that had to defend themselves 

in this instance. The report highlights the lack of involvement by the Burmese 

government who could have acted upon the situation quicker, but there was no 

urgency that could've prevented matters to get out of hand. It too pointed out the 

need of aid to reach all people of Arakan quickly and equally between the 

Rakhines and Rohingyas. 

 

The Statement of the UN special rapporteur, Tomás Ojea Quintana, follows his six day 

visit to Burma investigating the reform progress, human rights issues in Burma as a 

whole but also details what he encountered in Arakan.  He acknowledged that the 

country has made positive steps towards democracy however, with special regard 

to the situation in Burma, he believes the country and its government has a long way 

to go. He sympathized with both the Rohingya and Rakhine people who have 

become victims of the atrocities with an incriminating amount of human rights 

violations committed on a regular basis by the local Rakhine and the military and 

police personnel; but he also ‘highlighted the systematic discrimination of the 

Rohingya’ who are the victims of the society and system as a whole, beyond the 

violence of this summer. Quintana encourages that it’s the duty of the government 

to allow international organisations to attend to the need for humanitarian crises. He 

also stated that if the government does not intercede and reconcile the situation 

REPORTS FROM OTHER AGENCIES 
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promptly, the strife will ‘deteriorate’ further leaving a permanent damage to Burma’s 

democratic future. 
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Restless Beings is now working together as part of a coalition with other organisations 

based in the UK, to help achieve acknowledgement of Rohingya rights in the long 

term.  Still in   an early formative stage the coalition, including Refugees 

International, BROUK, ARNO, HART, Medicines Sans Frontiers and Quilliam 

Foundation, seeks for all organisations to be a unified force, having a common 

outlook on the current Rohingya climate.  

 

For Restless Beings especially, as a grassroots organisation, the natural evolution for a 

step towards advocacy has now been realised. There has often been a disconnect 

between grassroots campaigns calling for change and the will of the political 

establishment to bring about reform in Government policy, however after attending 

a recent Parliamentary session secured by Jonathan Ashworth MP for Leicester 

South, it was refreshing to see the MP's acknowledging and praising the passion of 

their constituents in bringing this attention to light. Even for many MP’s the extent of 

the Rohingya crisis was largely unknown before activities June 2012. Each 

organisation in the coalition wrote a letter to the MP’s who were present at the 

parliamentary session highlighting which they thought is the most important issues 

which needed to be addressed (The Restless Beings letter can be found in the 

appendix). 

 

The main points that were addressed during the parliamentary session are (resolution 

provided by Burma Campaign Office): 

 Calls on all parties to exercise restraint, and urges the Burmese authorities to 

stop arbitrary arrests of Rohingya, to provide information on the whereabouts 

of the hundreds of people detained since security operations in Rakhine State 

began in June 2012, and to immediately release those arbitrarily arrested. 

 Ensure that displaced Rohingya enjoy freedom of movement and are 

permitted to return to their place of residence once it is safe for them to do 

so. 

 Calls on the government of Burma/Myanmar to bring the perpetrators of the 

violent clashes and other related abuses in Rakhine State to justice, and to 

rein in the extremist groups who are instigating communal hatred, 

propagating threats against humanitarian and international agencies, and 

advocating expulsion or permanent segregation of the two communities. 

 Insists that the Rohingya minority cannot be left out of the newly developing 

openness for a multicultural Burma/Myanmar, and calls on the government to 

amend the 1982 citizenship law so as to bring it into line with international 

human rights standards and its obligations under Article 7 of the UN 

Convention of the Rights of the Child, with a view to granting citizens’ rights to 

the Rohingya and other stateless minorities, as well as ensuring equal 

treatment for all Burmese citizens, thus ending discriminatory practices. 

 Urges Bangladesh, in particular, to continue its acceptance of present donor 

support and any additional support measures, and to allow the humanitarian 

THE NEXT STEP; MOVING TOWARDS ADVOCACY 
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aid organisations to continue their work in the country, especially in the light 

of the events in Rakhine State and the resultant additional flows of refugees in 

dire need of basic care. 

 

The goal now must be to continue to put pressure on our elected representatives 

and our government so they are compelled to turn sympathetic rhetoric into action 

that leads to genuine tangible change. We will seek to continue and maintain this 

open dialogue with politicians to ensure that the human rights of the Rohingya and 

all Burmese minorities are not forsaken as Burma moves to create more international 

commercial links, ensuring government policy designed for greater commercial 

involvement does not drown out the calls to respect international law and human 

rights. 
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Before this recent violence our Stateless Rohingya project sought to help integrate 

the Rohingya refugees in the Leda Bazaar Camp in Bangladesh, with the wider 

Bengali society and to enable them better access to education, especially the 

Rohingya children and to build their own labour force. These are still plans that we as 

a human rights organisation will be working towards, however simultaneously we will 

also work with other organisations both in the UK and worldwide to ensure that the 

Rohingya are ultimately given citizenship in Burma and recognised as equals in 

Burma. 

 

In a matter of a couple of months, much ground has been achieved in ensuring that 

the spotlight, harsh and difficult to fathom, is shone nonetheless, on the Rohingya. It 

is now vital that this work is built upon ensuring that the most basic of human rights 

are granted to the Rohingya as they deserve, and work continues to ultimately 

repeal the most significant hindrance to equality- the 1982 Citizenship Law. 

 

The recent steps to ensure that Rohingya children receive an education is a positive 

but still very limited and cautious step towards reform. Though it appears to be 

indicative of a change in state policy, introductions must be made to ensure that 

the Rohingya are not continued to be seen as ‘The Other’. For real change to occur, 

definitive steps must  be taken to look to integrate the Rohingya with other 

ethnicities in a social sphere and education is not only needed for the Rohingya but 

for the benefit of the Buddhist majority too; the government needs to also 

encourage religious pluralism so that discrimination on all levels can be eliminated; 

however most importantly allowing the Rohingyas to be recognised as Burmese 

citizens both legally with equal rights and as socially as part of Burmese society at 

large. 
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29th July:  Names of victims who were looted in Maungdaw ward no. 4 

 

1. Mohammad Noor, son of Ishaque 

2. Mohammad Shafi, son of Maniuzzaman 

3. Mohammad Taher 

4. Mohammad             

5. Kaiser Alam, son of Furuk Ahmed 

6. Rashid Ahmed, son of Zahir Ahmed 

7. Hussein Ahmed 

8. Mohaammaed Tarek 

9. Zahida, daughter of Fayez 

10, Kalim Ullah, son of Abdul Jalil 

11. Salim Ullah 

12. Feroze Khan 

13. Daw Tjn Nu (Nunu Bi), daughter of Master Munaf 

14. Ekram Uddin, son of Masi Uddin 

15. kamal Uddin, son of Gulser. 

 

As verified by the Maungdaw Young Activists of Rohingya freedom (on 3rd August): 

● 300 named Rohingyan men were arrested in Maungdaw 

● 15 girls raped by Rakhine officials 

● 43 people were shot dead  

● 89 properties were looted by Rakhine youths and officials  

 

5th August: 3 villages were hit by fresh arson attacks: 3 Muslim villages in Kyauktaw 

town at the upper reaches of Kaladan River (5th largest Muslim habitation, with 

50000 muslims) 

1. Gupitaung village – 150 houses 

2. Apaukwa village – 40 houses (5 men died on the spot) 

3. Shweling village – 140 houses (unknown numbers are dead after drowning) 

 

11th September: 

The names of the arrested men are as follows: 

1. Jawlil Noor Hosin – escaped 

2. MD Saber Aabu 

3. Abdu Rawn 

4. MD Baser, Roshid Ayaaz 

 

14th September: 

The names of the arrested men are as follows: 

1. Noor Mamed, 

2. Noor Islam (28 years old) 

3.  Mamed Ayub (f)  

APPENDIX 
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4. Abadullah (30 years old) of Ba Gone Nar village  

5. Aamir Mamed (51 years old -one of the religious leaders of Sammonna 

village and Myo Thu Gyi village).  
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Restless beings have been following the clashes in Arakan from when they started as 

and when they took place. Our updates and reports have provided up to date 

information for the world to know of the situation. Here are some of our updates from 

2011 to the 2012 clashes. 

 

2011 

http://www.restlessbeings.org/projects/rohingya/suspicious-disappearance-of-26-

bangladeshi-fishermen 

 

2012 Reports of Clashes: 

http://www.restlessbeings.org/projects/rohingya/the-ethnic-clash-between-rakhines-

and-the-rohingyas 

http://www.restlessbeings.org/projects/rohingya/protest-in-london-exposes-plight-of-

the-rohingyas 

http://www.restlessbeings.org/projects/rohingya/championing-rohingya-human-

rights-at-the-house-of-lords 

http://www.restlessbeings.org/projects/rohingya/concentration-camps-and-

systematic-rape-rohingya-under-persecution 

http://www.restlessbeings.org/projects/rohingya/a-stateless-silenced-injustice-the-

rohingya 

http://www.restlessbeings.org/projects/rohingya/where-now-for-the-rohingya 

http://www.restlessbeings.org/projects/rohingya/the-rohingya-unrest-continues 

http://ireport.cnn.com/docs/DOC-820801 

 

Press conference: 

http://www.restlessbeings.org/projects/rohingya/rohingya-the-human-story 

http://www.restlessbeings.org/projects/rohingya/latest-news-from-within-arakan-

burma-260712 

 

Demonstration at the Olympics: 

http://www.restlessbeings.org/projects/rohingya/demo-for-rohingya-human-rights-

at-london-olympics-2012 

 

 

Aid being looted:  

http://www.restlessbeings.org/projects/rohingya/rohingya-repressed-for-un-visit-aid-

being-blocked-and-looted-at-arakan-ports-310712 

 

Voice the Rohingya Campaign: 

http://www.restlessbeings.org/projects/rohingya/voice-the-rohingya-of-burma-

campaign 

http://www.restlessbeings.org/projects/rohingya/post-un-special-rapporteur-arakan-

visit-arrests-torture-extortion-continue-030812 
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EXERPTS FROM REPORTS WHICH WERE GIVEN BY OUR ROHINGYA CONTACTS IN 

ARAKAN: 

 

11th July: “In Buthidaung jail there are hundreds of Rohingya male detainees who 

are faced with cruelty and harsh treatment. According to eye witness (those Muslims 

who were jailed earlier who were released after the full jail terms, told that they saw 

about 500 Muslim detainees there under confinement are living under most 

deplorable conditions. Many have no clothes at all on their bodies and many more 

are with wounds are injuries sustained during the police and armed forces raids 

earlier. No medical treatment is available and even regular food is not supplied. This 

has become a kind of concentration camp where daily deaths have been 

occurring.” 

 

18th July: “The sweep on Rohingyas by the joint forces are going on. Targeted arrests 

are daily made and Muslims are always haunted. Yesterday, police went to 

Myuthogyi (Kaindapara), 2.5 miles to the east of Maungdaw (on the way to 

Buthidaung) and encircled the market where Muslims are buying daily necessities. 

Five Muslims were arrested for no reason and took them to the Maungdaw police 

station. On that day police went to Kayindan (shikdar para), just east of Maungdaw 

and arrested Abdu Shakoor, son of Yaqoob, (Yaqoob is the Matwalli of the local 

Mosque) and taken to Maungdaw police station. Arrests are made every day in 

Maungdaw and north and south regions” 

 

3rd August: “UN special rapporteur Tomas Quintana visited Maungdaw on 1st of 

August. Met with some Maungdaw locals amidst other Government officials. The 

local Muslims could not have chance to explain the grievances but Quintana told 

them that he understood the sentiments hidden inside. He could have talked to two 

UNHCR local employees in Alay Thangyaw sub-town, 12 miles south of Maungdaw 

and they could have explained a lot which actually happened, He flew to Sittwe 

and the next day he came to Buthidaung and visited the jail. He met some UNHCR 

local but senior employees who are in jail for alleged involvement in the violence. It 

is believed that Quintana got some true facts from the persons he met in his visit. 

Those who met Quintana separately had to flee to avoid arrests. The situation has 
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not improved. Arrests, torture and money extortion are happened daily basis. Daily 

deaths are reported in Maungdaw police station and Buthidaung Jail. Before 

Quintana's arrival to the Buthidaung jail, all Muslim inmates who are arbitrarily 

arrested were shifted to other locations and some Rakhines were put there as 

prisoners”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9th August: “Yesterday (8th of August), the town of Maungdaw was put under heavy 

army guard and sealed off all areas in town and surrounding places. At first it was 

thought that the day was the 24th anniversary of popular uprising of four 8s 

(8.8.1988) and for that the government had beefed up security. But later it was 

learned that the authorities had the information that there would be bomb attacks 

on Maungdaw targeting government installations and other important places. 

Because of the news, Muslim houses are checked one by one during the night by 

police and Lun Htin forces putting members of the house untold sufferings. Because 

of the indiscriminate arrest against Muslims that happened earlier, most Muslim 

males do not sleep in the houses to avert arrests. Taking the advantage of the 

absence of any family members, the security force takes away the family member 

list and to get it again, huge money is to be paid. At least by paying money the 
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problem can be solved. Money extortion by police and Lun Htin and Sarapa have 

reached to new heights” 

 

20th August: “On 19th (Sunday), the authorities in Maungdaw, in utter surprise to the 

Muslims, came out to organize Muslims to hold Eid prayers in Mosques while the 

Mosques would be opened for the purpose. The Maungdaw Township 

Administration Office with the help of police went to the wards to organize Eid 

prayers next day. Some members from the wards (ward 1, 2, 4 and 5) were forced to 

sign on the paper promising to go to the Mosques for Eid prayer. But the Muslim 

community is adamant not to go the Mosques as it was clear that the authorities 

had some ulterior motives behind the move. Muslims are suspicious why the 

government was so serious for the Eid prayer whereas all Mosques are closed for 

daily 5 time prayers for the last two and half months. All caretakers of Mosques, the 

Imams (prayer leading person), Adhan prayer callers and those who are linked with 

the management of Mosques were arrested. Many such people are absconded 

since then to avoid arrests. The desperate attempt of the authorities to open the 

Mosque only for Eid prayer and to lock up again was seen as a manipulation to 

show the International community that Muslims are free in conducting religious rites 

and no restriction is there. The authorities must have arranged to take photos of 

mass congregations all over Maungdaw Township to show as evidence of religious 

freedom in Arakan. Many Muslims feared that by going out for congregational Eid 

prayers, they would be trapped and mass arrests would follow under the existing 

emergency law.” 
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Our Advocacy Work (MP’S parliamentary letter):  

 

 
Restless Beings 

49-55 Golden Hillock Road 
Birmingham 

B10 0JU 
Phone: 0844 504 3130 

Email: info@restlessbeings.org 
Web: www.restlessbeings.org 

 

MP’s Address if possible 

 

Rt Hon MP’s name, 

 

I am writing to you regarding the on-going ethno-religious clashes between the Rohingya and Rakhine of 

Arakan State in Burma.  As you are aware, a parliamentary session is due this coming Tuesday regarding this 

issue. 

 

As an organisation, Restless Beings have been working with the Rohingya since late 2009 in both Bangladesh 

and Burma, calling for their equal human rights and their citizenship in Burma. In recent months, following the 

latest flare-up of unrest, we have been amongst the leading organisations in calling on media and international 

leaders alike to not only raise the issue but to also shed further light in the hope of a permanent and 

sustainable solution; citizenship for the Rohingya. 

 

The parliamentary session represents a good opportunity for MP’s to not only better understand the issue but 

also to call for the right steps to be taken to ensure that the UK can play a role in a lasting solution. 

 

For your benefit, we have outlined a few of the most pressing issues that we would hope you would be able to 

raise at the session: 

 

1. The UK to play a role in offering advice and legal expertise in the repeal/reform of the 1982 

Citizenship law. – In 1982, the Burmese authorities passed a citizenship law that effectively rendered 

the Rohingya a stateless people, denying access to the most basic of rights including birth certificates 

etc. Prior to this, and particularly between the years of independence and 1962 when a military coup 

took over the Government, the Rohingya not only enjoyed citizenship in Burma but in fact played an 

active role in the socio, political and economic make up of Burma. The 1982 law took away almost all 

of these rights. The lasting solution to the conflict is for the Burmese authorities to rightfully 

recognise the Rohingya as citizens again – in order to do this, a repeal of the ’82 Citizenship Law is 

required.  The UK should not only press Burma for a repeal of this law but also play an active role in 

offering advice and expertise in doing so.  This law not only affects the Rohingya, but a host of other 

ethnic minorities in the country and this repeal would mean the restoration of human rights for 

millions across Burma. 

 

2. To actively engage and encourage the United Nations General Assembly to launch a COI 

(Commission of Inquiry) into the treatment of Rohingya by Burmese authorities including the 

military, police and special forces – Since the most recent clashes erupted in June, human rights 

organisations like ourselves and others have consistently reported of arbitrary arrests, violence and 

http://www.restlessbeings.org/
http://www.restlessbeings.org/
http://www.restlessbeings.org/
http://www.restlessbeings.org/
http://www.restlessbeings.org/
http://www.restlessbeings.org/
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the allowing of violence towards the Rohingya by Rakhine and military officers.  HRW also reported of 

many instances where the military forces allowed violence to be carried out against the Rohingya 

under their watch by the military. Further, strong political wording by the Burma Government against 

the Rohingya and the Burmese rejection of Special Rapporteur Quintana’s visit mean that an urgent 

need for an independent Commission of Inquiry should be set up.  Burma, herself, has set up an 

independent inquiry but is incredibly biased and not independent.  We are hopeful that you may be 

able to suggest to the house that the UK plays a leading role in calling on the UN GA to not only 

encourage and pass a resolution for COI but also that the UN issue a statement also calling for the 

repeal/reform of the citizenship law. 

 

3. Calling for the safe passage of international aid and for independent observers to ensure that aid is 

distributed fairly – The recent conflict has left more than 100,000 internally displaced people in 

Arakan state across both ethnicities, although the majority being Rohingya.  Since then, Burma has 

not allowed for sufficient international aid to be delivered through NGO’s.  Many are still facing 

monsoon conditions, with disease, hunger and improper sanitation rife within refugee camps. 

Furthermore, even for those Rohingya who have not been displaced, daily life is being systematically 

shut down, with arbitrary arrests daily and with security concerns. It is of absolute urgency that 

Burma allows for international NGO’s and their employees to deliver aid to all those who have been 

affected by these clashes.  Once again, the UK is primed to call for such action to the Burma 

Government having recently co-ordinated DEC appeal for the Cyclone Nargis in 2008.  

 

 

It is hoped that you would be able to represent some of the above points at the session – however, should you 

require any further information, detail or assistance regarding the issue, please do not hesitate to contact. 

 

Yours Faithfully, 

 

 

Mabrur Ahmed 

Co-Director and Founder 

Restless Beings 

 

(M) – 07506 100 785 

(E) – mabrur@restlessbeings.org 
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