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On April 26th, Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Senator Patrick Leahy (VT) announced the return of Congressionally 
Directed Spending (“CDS”) in the Senate. Nine out of twelve Senate Appropriations Subcommittees have opened a selection of 
eligible accounts for Congressionally Directed Spending (CDS) requests. Congressionally Directed Spending is separate from 
programmatic funding in several ways: CDS requests are only requests that are location specific and identify a specific level of 
funding by a Member or several Members.  In most cases, the Member’s request is not included in the President’s budget request, 
or it concurs with or exceeds the President’s request for certain provisions. CDS requests are typically funded for the fiscal year for 
which they are appropriated, meaning that they are often best for short-term projects or capital expenditures. 

CDS requests are different from the old ‘earmark’ system in a few key ways: 

✓ Limited to 1% of overall discretionary spending. 

✓ All requests will be posted online on the requesting Senator’s website, as well as providing a centralized format for 
searching Member’s requests. 

✓ Senators must certify no financial interest by the Senator or immediate family. 

✓ For-profit entities not eligible (only government and nonprofits). 

✓ Priority given to projects that can show they are a good use of taxpayer dollars. 

✓ GAO will audit a sample of enacted requests 

Each Subcommittee has a different deadline set for Members to make requests for both programmatic and CDS requests. 

OVERVIEW

GETTING STARTED
This is new for everyone! 
According to an assessment from the Bipartisan Policy Center, “the decade-long moratorium [on congressionally-
directed spending] has drastically diminished Senator and staff experience and familiarity with earmarks. A BPC 
assessment shows that only about 30% of members of the current House of Representatives and just 42% of the Senate 
served in Congress prior to the 2011 ban.”  This means that the process is new for the majority of the members and 
staff.  

https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/majority/-leahy-announces-restoration-of-the-power-of-the-purse-reforms-for-a-return-to-congressionally-directed-spending-in-fiscal-year-2022


Although CDS has been reinstated, the new program changes are meant to provide greater transparency, prevent corruption, and 
ensure spending is targeted to programs supported by local communities. So even for Members and staff who were around for the 
old system, the new program will require some setup.  Some Members may choose not to make CDS requests which is their 
prerogative.  This resource is simply to help Members and offices to provide more detailed guidance and direction for those who 
want to make CDS requests.   

We’ve broken the process of CDS Requests down into several sections:  

• outreach to your community 

• receiving requests 

• processing requests 

• preparing committee submissions, and  

• posting required public disclosures.  

Each of these steps takes time, so start early in establishing your office’s processes and priorities. 

STEPS FOR A SUCCESSFUL PROCESS

Establish a deadline for applicants to 
submit information.  
You may want to consider multiple 
deadlines for different stages:  
- Initial expressions of interest  
- Full applications for selected projects  
- Evidence of community support 
evidence 

Decide what criteria your office will use 
for evauating submissions and for 
vetting applicants  
This will help expedite the decision-
making process later  

Post relevant information on the 
Member’s website  
The more you can make publicly available, 
the less staff time will be required to 
answer questions and explain the process. 
(See examples in this guide)  

Set up your intake form  
(See examples in this guide) 

Send letter/email to local officials and 
relevant organizations  
(See examples in this guide) 

Share information on social media  
(See examples in this guide) 

Draft a “We are reviewing your request” 
template  
(This can also be set up in the system you 
use for your intake form — such as 
Airtable or Google Forms) 

Draft a rejection template for projects 
that will not advance  

Draft an acceptance template for 
projects that will be further considered  
(including any additional information 
necessary—or see below for supplemental 
forms)

S E T U P  C H E C K L I S T



We’ve provided subcommittee open dates and deadlines, as well as links to full subcommittee guidance documents below:

PLANNING YOUR TIMELINE

Subcommittee Eligible 
Accounts

Accepting 
CDS?

Programmatic 
requests?

Requests 
open Submission deadline

Legislative Branch
No Yes May 24 June 15, 12 PM

Energy and Water Development
Link Yes Yes June 4 June 16, 5 PM

Agriculture, Rural Development, 
FDA, and Related Agencies Link Yes Yes May 24 June 17, 5 PM

Commerce, Justice, Science, related 
agencies Link Yes Yes May 24 June 18, 5 PM

Military Construction and Veterans 
Affairs Link Yes Yes June 4 June 21, 5 PM

Financial Services and General 
Government Link Yes Yes May 26 June 22, CoB

Transportation, HUD, related 
agencies Link Yes Yes May 26 June 23, 5 PM

Homeland Security
Link Yes Yes May 28 June 28

Interior, Environment, and related 
agencies Link Yes Yes ? June 24

State, Foreign Ops, related 
programs No Yes May 28 June 29, 5 PM

Labor, HHS, Education, related 
agencies Link Yes Yes May 28 July 8, 12 PM

Defense
No Yes June 9 July 9, 12 PM

https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Energy%20and%20Water%20Development.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Agriculturecds.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/CJSCDS.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/MilConVACDS.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/FSGGCDS.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/THUDCDS.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/DHSCDS.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/InteriorCDS.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/LHHSCDS.pdf


• USDA: Rural Development, Community Facilities grants 
• USDA: Rural Development, Distance Learning, Telemedicine, and Broadband grants 
• USDA: Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Salaries and Expenses (APHIS) 
• USDA: Natural Resources Conservation Service, Conservation Operations (NRCS) 
• USDA: Watershed Flood Prevention Operations (WFPO) 

Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies

• Department of Justice; Office on Justice Programs; State and Local Law Enforcement Assistance; Byrne 
Discretionary 

• Department of Justice; Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS); COPS Law Enforcement Technology 
• Department of Commerce; National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA); Operations, Research, and 

Facilities (ORF); Special Projects 
• National Aeronautics and Space Administration; Safety, Security, and Mission Support 
• Department of Commerce; National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST); Scientific and Technical 

Research Services (STRS); External Projects 
• Department of Commerce; NIST; Construction of Research Facilities 

Congressionally Directed Spending is available for certain approved federal programs under specific agencies. Each eligible account 
has different requirements and different restrictions on what appropriated funds can be used for in FY22. For example, some eligible 
accounts may only be open to state, local and tribal governments, while others may be open to nonprofits; likewise, some eligible 
accounts may be used for land acquisition or construction costs, while others explicitly forbid using them for construction or land 
purchase. 

To determine whether applicants meet these specific requirements, individual subcommittees and certain accounts under those 
subcommittees will require additional application details. We’ve summarized these details in more depth later, but provide the list of 
eligible accounts here. 

UNDERSTANDING ELIGIBLE ACCOUNTS

Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Subcommittee

Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Subcommittee

Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies

• Army Corps of Engineers: Investigations 
• Army Corps of Engineers: Construction 
• Army Corps of Engineers: Mississippi Rivers and Tributaries 
• Army Corps of Engineers: Operations and Maintenance 
• US Bureau and Reclamation: Water and Related Resources 
• Department of Energy: Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE) 
• Department of Energy: Office of Electricity (OE) 
• Department of Energy: Office of Cybersecurity, Energy Security, and Emergency Response (CESER) 
• Department of Energy: Office of Nuclear Energy (NE) 
• Department of Energy: Office of Fossil Energy (FE) 

Energy and Water Development Subcommittee

https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/democrats.appropriations.house.gov/files/CJS%20Request%20Guidance.pdf
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/democrats.appropriations.house.gov/files/CJS%20Request%20Guidance.pdf


Financial Services and General Government Subcommittee

• Small Business Administration, Administrative Provision 
• National Archives and Records Administration, National Historical Publications and Records Commission 
• National Archives and Records Administration, Repair and Restoration 
• General Services Administration, Federal Buildings Fund, Construction and Acquisition 

Homeland Security Subcommittee

• FEMA - Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) Grants 
• FEMA - Emergency Operations Center (EOC) Grants

Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies

• Land and Water Conservation Fund (case-by-case) 
• EPA, State and Tribal Assistance Grants, Water and Wastewater Infrastructure 
• U.S. Forest Service, State and Private Forestry, Forest Resource Information and Analysis 
• National Park Service, Historic Preservation Fund 
• Legacy Restoration Fund (case-by-case) 
• Land Management Agencies, Construction (case-by-case) 
• Land Management Agencies, Local Projects and Research (case-by-case) 
• Bureau of Indian Affairs, Operation of Indian Programs, Special Initiatives  (case-by-case) 
• EPA, Science and Technology, Research: National Priorities  (case-by-case) 
• EPA, State and Tribal Assistance Grants, STAG Infrastructure Grants  (case-by-case)

Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies Subcommittee

• Department of Labor: Employment and Training Administration 
• HHS: Health Resources Service Administration 
• HHS: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
• HHS: Administration for Children and Families 
• HHS: Administration for Community Living – Aging and Disability Services Programs 
• Department of Education: Innovation and Improvement – Fund for the Improvement of Education (FIE) 
• Department of Education: Higher Ed – Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE) 
• Department of Education: Rehabilitation Services – Demonstration and Training

Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies

• Military Construction, Army 
• Military Construction, Navy and Marine Corps 
• Military Construction, Air Force 
• Military Construction, Defense-Wide 
• Military Construction, Army National Guard 

• Military Construction, Air National Guard 
• Military Construction, Army Reserve 
• Military Construction, Navy Reserve 
• Military Construction, Air Force Reserve



Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies

• DOT: Grants-in-Aid for Airports (Airport Improvement Program or AIP) for airport capital projects 
• DOT: Transportation Planning, Research, and Development (TPR&D) for transportation research projects 
• DOT: Highway Infrastructure Programs (HIP) for highway capital projects 
• DOT: Transit Infrastructure Grants (TIG) for transit capital projects 
• DOT: Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvement Program (CRISI) for rail capital projects 
• HUD: Economic Development Initiatives (EDI) for economic development projects

Subcommittees NOT accepting CDS requests

• Legislative Branch 
• State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs 
• Defense

We’ve included summary guidance and full guidance later in this guide, but please also consult the official guidance provided by the 
Senate Appropriations Committee for all programs before submission.

https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/appropriations-requests-
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/appropriations-requests-


1 OUTREACH

Congressional offices are already hearing from well-resourced local governments and organizations that have 
lobbyists. BUT it should not be necessary to retain a lobbyist to submit a community project for 
consideration. 

LEVELING THE PLAYING FIELD, ELEVATING WORTHWHILE LOCAL INITIATIVES 
One way Member offices can level the playing field is by making clear information available about the new 
program and reaching out to eligible entities within the district, such as:

Local Mayors and County Executives 
State officials 
Law enforcement agencies 
Community development entities 
Housing authorities 
School districts and universities 

Local transportation authorities 
Agricultural extension stations 
Organizations that serve small businesses 
Organizations that provide workforce 
training 
Medical and mental health providers

PROVIDING INFORMATION AT SCALE 
The short lead-time for submitting requests means that offices have to manage their time and resources. One of the 

easiest ways to make the most of limited staff time is by making information about the program easy to find and easy 
to understand and holding a webinar (or several) to explain and take questions, rather than answering the same questions 

in repeated individual meetings.  

USING “COMMUNITY SUPPORT” TO PRIORITIZE REQUESTS 
Given the limited funds and need for Members to select specific projects to recommend, some Member 
offices may prefer to encourage fewer proposals that have broad community support. While evidence of 
community support is not required for every submission for the Senate Appropriations Committee, it may still 
be a significant factor for offices to evaluate and prioritize requests, including justification for why these 
projects are good uses of taxpayer dollars. Evidence of support may include, but is not limited to: 

• Letters of support from elected community leaders 
• Press articles highlighting the need for the requested community project funding 
• Support from newspaper editorial boards 
• Projects listed in state intended use plans, community development plans, or other publicly available 

planning documents 
• Resolutions passed by city councils or boards, or 
• Other compelling evidence of community support

Consider establishing a LOCAL ADVISORY GROUP to provide input on submissions. 
Narrowing down local requests to 10 selections AND prioritizing 1–10 will be a challenge for 
any Member. Inviting representatives from the local community to provide input on potential 
projects can be a good way to ensure diverse views are considered AND demonstrate the kind 
of community support the committee is looking for!



Re: Community ProjectFunding Program

Dear [Contact]:

This year, Members of Congress once again have an opportunity to submit a limited number of projects for funding consideration. The 
new Congressionally Directed Spending program differs from “earmarks” of the past in a couple of ways: 

• Only government entities or nonprofit organizations are eligible for funding 
• All request must be made public  
• Representatives must attest that neither they nor immediate family members have financial interest in the project 
• Representatives are limited to 10 total requests in a limited number of accounts.   
• A sample of funding awards will be audited after awarding by the Government Accountability Office 

Projects in several program areas are eligible for funding, such as:

S A M P L E  O U T R E A C H  L E T T E R

CONSIDERATIONS FOR MESSAGING THE 
PROGRAM 
While every office will have its own way of sharing 
information about the program, a few key themes will 
need to be addressed by all, including: 

‣ This is a new program. No one is quite sure how it will go. 

‣ This is not the old “earmark” system. Significant measures 
are in place to provide transparency, eliminate self-dealing, 
and prioritize projects supported by communities. 

‣ There are no guarantees. Each Member can only submit ten 
requests. There is no guarantee that ANY requests will be 
funded, and it is very unlikely that ALL requests will be 
funded. 

‣ Community support is important. One of the best ways to 
increase the chance that a request is approved is by 
demonstrating community support. 

‣ Time is short. The timeline for compiling necessary 
information and submitting requests is very short. Applicants 
will need to work closely with staff to get submissions ready 
in time

S A M P L E  S O C I A L  M E D I A

COMMUNITY PROJECT
F U N D I N G  O P P O R T U N I T Y

www.lastname.senate.gov/community-grant-funding 
202-225-2000

C O N TA C T  M Y  O F F I C E  F O R  M O R E  I N F O

Sen.  F i rs t  Last  [OH]

I encourage you to review the eligible federal agency programs to determine if any current or planned projects would be appropriate for a 
funding request. If a suitable project is identified, please submit it for initial staff review by March 31 using this form. If the project is 
selected, our staff will contact you for the additional information required for a request to be submitted. 

The Senate Appropriations Committee has assured Members that projects will be reviewed on their merits — including statements 
explaining the project’s value to taxpayers and evidence of community support. Please note that, there is no guarantee that requested 
projects will be awarded. However, if there is an opportunity to get additional support for the important work happening in our community, 
I welcome your input. 

Sincerely,

Senator. First Last

Rural Community Facility grants 
COPS Technology and Equipment  
SBA Small Business Initiatives 
DOL Training and Employment Services 

SAMHSA Health Surveillance and Program Support 
Department of Education—Innovation and Improvement 
HUD Economic Development Initiative (EDI)



1

CONTACT YOUR  
SENATE

Ask if they plan to 
submitcongressionally 

directed spending 
requests. 

If so, what is their 
deadline and submission 

requirements?

CONGRESSIONALLY DIRECTED  
SPENDING REQUESTS

✓ Contact your US senator to find out if they are participating 

✓ Check to see if your project is covered by programs listed as “Eligible Accounts” 

✓ Familiarize yourself with the relevant agency’s requirements for the program 

✓ Submit initial information about your project to your senator 

✓ Demonstrate “evidence of community support” 

✓ Work with staff to refine the proposal and ensure it is recommended 

U S  H O U S E  S E N A T E   |    1 1 7 T H  C O N G R E S S

Funding is only available 
for programs in “Eligible 

Accounts.” 

Check the list to see if 
your project qualifies.

CHECK 
PROGRAM LIST

2

Guidance from the 
relevant agency and 

Appropriations 
Subcommittee will tell 
you what information 
you need to submit. 

Make sure you prepare 
every question!

CHECK AGENCY 
REQUIREMENTS

3

Be sure to 
includeewspaper 

editorials, letters from 
local officials, local gov 

resolutions… it all helps!

SHOW COMMUNITY 
SUPPORT

4

Send all required 
information to 

Congressional staff as 
soon as possible so they 
have time to review and 

consider the request.

SUBMIT ALL 
REQUIRED INFO

5

S A M P L E  I N F O R M A T I O N  F O R  T H E  P U B L I C



2 RECEIVING AND PROCESSING REQUESTS

A clear, standardized intake form is the best way for Congressional offices to receive initial expressions of 
interest from organizations and entities with projects to be considered. Even if information is shared in a 
physical or virtual meeting or phone call, every organization or government entity should be directed to 
enter information into the form so that projects can be more easily compared and evaluated. 

There is no one right way to prepare a form to collect information from potential applicants. Some offices may 
want to collect basic information from as wide a range of potential applicants as possible so that only 
applicants likely to move forward will be put through the trouble of collecting additional information, while 
other offices may want to fully customize their forms to require all additional subcommittee information from 
every applicant to save staff time in one of the busiest seasons of the Congressional calendar. Please see the 
instructional video and sample forms below for how to think about customizing your office’s form to meet your 
needs and process. 

Some information will be necessary for every CDS request, across all eligible accounts.  
• Request type (individual or group) 
• Subcommittee 
• Agency and/or account 
• Project name 
• Justification, including why this is an appropriate use of taxpayer dollars; include any subcommittee 

information 
• One of the following: 

‣ Proposed bill language: must be inclusive of amendments to existing law 

‣ Proposed report language 

‣ Member’s request ($, in thousands) 

‣ Member’s request (text): suitable if the Member’s request is less defined than a dollar amount, e.g. 
“robust funding” 

‣ (For a request to ‘zero out’ a program, put “$0” in the amount field and “defund” in the text field)  

• Project Purpose (no longer than a sentence) 
• Project Website 
• Project City or County 
• Project State 
• Recipient Name 
• Recipient Point of Contact information (name, phone, email, address) 

Additionally, some subcommittees will require the following, which offices may find helpful to request for 
every applicant to help with internal vetting and prioritizing:  
• FY 21 Enacted Level and/or President’s Request 
• Priority among the Member’s requests (note that this will not be disclosed publicly)  

 



SAMPLE FORMS, STANDARD FIELDS 
We have created several sample form versions that you can duplicate, customize, and embed on the Member’s 
website. Click on the images below to view the form customization view. This informational video explains how to 
customize the form.

AIRTABLE SAMPLE FORM GOOGLE SAMPLE FORM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7IwM4bjveTU&feature=youtu.be
https://airtable.com/invite/l?inviteId=invIUtBoQNoGP91a3&inviteToken=10f2aee49567f157a760262978a2f5ff986175212ed906a2865c985307fa9cd0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1jrLwSmXkhK-G6PNOiGkb4C4L9uRu1xxumEJXeDoNTjw/edit?usp=sharing


3 PROCESSING COMMITTEE SUBMISSIONS

VETTING REQUESTS 
While some requests may be from known entities, some may come in from organizations or entities that are 
not familiar to the office. Requests that the Senator is considering recommending should get a thorough 
vetting to ensure that the organization is established, acting in good faith, and capable of executing the 
project they are requesting. 

We’ve created an in-depth guide to vetting requests here. In short, there are eight steps to vetting 
nonprofit requests: 

1. Basic due diligence, including obtaining and reviewing the nonprofit’s form 990, their social media and 
website, and checking for registered foreign agents and major donors to your Member (or other 
Members) 

2. Reviewing the organization’s management for experience, in particular the resume of the person who 
will be primarily responsible for executing the requested project 

3. Reviewing the organization’s performance and evaluation metrics for their work overall and this 
particular project 

4. Performing a basic risk assessment for potential risks that could derail the project, and consequences 
for the State and Member if the project is not completed as proposed 

5. A more detailed review of the organization’s funding and financial plan for this project 

6. Establishing whether this project is aligned with your Member’s goals and ‘theory of change’ for how to 
achieve them 

7. Community support - while this may not be strictly required for the Senate committee, it is still helpful 
for evaluating the project’s potential impact 

8. A final review of the organization’s demeanor and behavior in its interactions with your team, and a 
review that this project is permissible under the law and the scope of the CDS program.  

While there is no requirement for Senate offices to limit their requests, this is a lot of work to receive and 
review requests! Consider working with your Member to set a number of requests to move forward to 
receive full vetting, whether by a total dollar amount requested, a certain number of requests, proportion 
of requests, or a small pool that aligns with your Member’s priorities for their final selection. 

https://medium.com/popvox/eight-steps-to-vetting-a-community-project-funding-requests-from-eligible-nonprofit-organizations-bb5481a543e0


4 PREPARING COMMITTEE SUBMISSIONS

SUBMITTING REQUESTS 
Once you have finalized which requests will move forward, it’s time to make a formal submission to the 
Appropriations Committee. The Senate Appropriations Committee has provided thorough guidance on 
submitting requests through LegiMate for each subcommittee. Keep in mind that the final submission is a 
multi-step process, including creating a letter table (and group letter tables if necessary), and uploading 
the Member’s signed letter(s) and financial certification letters. Finally, all uploaded materials must also be 
delivered in hard copy to the appropriate Subcommittee. 

The final step to formalize your Member’s requests is to upload a signed request letter. If desired, this letter can 
contain additional context for your Member’s requests. 

Dear Chairman Leahy and Vice Chairman Shelby: 

 
I am requesting funding for in fiscal year 2022  the Congressionally Directed Spending projects 
detailed in the attached Letter Table.  
(Request titles in the Database, Request Letter, and Certification Letter should all be identical)        
[Senators may choose to include additional justification for projects here.] 

None of the entities for which I have requested congressionally directed spending are for-
profit entities. 

(This line MUST be included for CDS requests) 

Sincerely, 

Senator  

(Certification must be signed by Member of Congress)

S A M P L E  R E Q U E S T  L E T T E R

Office of Sen. [First] [Last], [State] 
(Certification must be on letterhead)

NOTIFYING APPLICANTS 
Once the Senator has selected the projects they would like to recommend, these will be publicly released.  Thus, it is 
important both to let those projects that didn’t advance know that no further action is needed and to work with 
recommended projects to refine their proposals and ensure they have submitted all necessary information.



STATEMENT OF  NO FINANCIAL INTEREST 
Rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the Senate requires that neither the Senator nor their immediate family 
have financial interest in the projects they request. Each submission must include a letter attesting to no 
financial interest. 

• Certification must be on letterhead 

• Request titles in the Database, Request Letter, and Certification Letter should all be identical 

• “Immediate family” means related to Senator as father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, 
husband, wife, father-in-law, or mother-in-law 

• Certification must be signed by Senator 

• Certification must be submitted for ALL REQUESTED PROJECTS AND ANY OTHER SENATORS’ 
REQUESTS FOR WHICH THE SENATOR SIGNED A LETTER OF SUPPORT.  

• See the Committee’s full guidance for required language, suggested language, and addresses for 
hand-delivery.  

Dear Chairman Leahy and Vice Chairman Shelby: 

 
I am requesting funding for         [CITY (OR COUNTY), STATE ABBREVIATION — PROJECT 
NAME]                                                 in fiscal year 2022.  
(Request titles in the Database, Request Letter, and Certification Letter should all be identical)  

The entity to receive funding for this project is      [PROPOSED RECIPIENT]       

  located at                   [ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP]              
 
The funding would be used for    [PROJECT DESCRIPTION]_______________.

I certify that neither I nor my immediate family has a pecuniary interest in any of the 
congressionally directed spending items that I have requested in the Fiscal Year 2022 
[insert name of appropriations bill], consistent with the requirements of paragraph 9 of 
Rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the Senate.
(“Immediate family” means related to Member as father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, husband, wife, 
father-in-law, or mother-in-law. This language must be included for CDS requests.)

Sincerely,

Senator 
(Certification must be signed by Member of Congress)

S A M P L E  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  L E T T E R

Office of Sen. [First] [Last], [State] 
(Certification must be on letterhead)



5 PUBLIC DISCLOSURE

Members are required to post every Congressionally Directed Spending request online simultaneously with their 
submission to the Committee. The website must be searchable.  (Please note that your office does not need to post 
the programmatic requests it makes to the appropriate subcommittee, only the CDSs.) 

You will be able to download a spreadsheet from LegiMate with your office’s requests. We recommend making that 
spreadsheet available for constituents to download at a standardized URL: lastname.senate.gov/congressionally-
directed-spending 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HOUSE AND SENATE PROGRAMS

Both the House and Senate have reinstated member-directed spending programs (formerly known as ‘earmarks’) this 
year, but there are some significant differences between the chambers. Below, we’ve provided some comparison, 
including differences between which eligible accounts are accepting Member-Directed Spending requests in both 
chambers. Resolving how to handle asymmetrical eligible accounts will happen in Conference after the House and 
Senate Appropriations Committees have both passed spending bills. 

HOUSE SENATE

Requires evidence of community support YES NO

Requires Members to prioritize requests YES Depends on 
subcommittee

Limit on number of requests Members can submit YES NO

Requires hard copy of Member’s certification letter NO YES

http://lastname.senate.gov/congressionally-directed-spending
http://lastname.senate.gov/congressionally-directed-spending


RESOURCES
N E W S  C O V E R A G E  A N D  E X P E R T  C O M M E N T A R Y

How Earmarks Can Strengthen Congress, Anne Kim, Washington Monthly, March 19, 2021 

Why Washington decided earmarks aren't so bad after all, NBC News, Alex Seitz-Wald, March 18, 2021 

Earmarks are back, and Americans should be glad, John Hudak, Brookings, March 17, 2021 

Reviving Earmarks the Right Way: Some Advice for Congress, Zachary Courser & Kevin R. Kosar, AEI, March 15, 
2021 

The Power of the Purse: A Phoenix from the Ashes?, Franz Wuerfmannsdobler, Collier Fernekes , Michael Kelley, 
Bipartisan Policy Center, February 26, 2021  

The Power of the Purse: The 411 on Earmarks, Franz Wuerfmannsdobler, Collier Fernekes , Michael Kelley, 
Bipartisan Policy Center, February 25, 2021  

What to do about Congressional Earmarks, Daniel Schuman, First Branch Forecast, February 21, 2021 

The Dead Earmarks Society, Kate Ackley, Roll Call, February 15, 2019 

How Congress Can Make the Earmark Process Work, Stanford Law and Policy Review, Mark Strand and 
Timpothy Lang, Congressional Institute, March 19, 2018 

https://washingtonmonthly.com/2021/03/19/how-earmarks-can-strengthen-congress/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/why-washington-decided-earmarks-aren-t-so-bad-after-all-n1261394
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