
  

Retinal Photo & Dilation 
The old saying, “a picture is worth a thousand words” is absolutely true. The best way to prevent eye disease and 

vision disorders is to diagnose at the earliest stages possible.  Our retinal camera takes an actual photo of the 

inside, back surface of the eye and becomes a permanent record in your chart.  We use this not only to document 

the status of eye health, but for preventive eye health.  We can often detect such conditions as high blood 

pressure, diabetes, tumors and other diseases early on when they can be best treated.  

As we see you annually, these photos are compared to each other to note any distinctive changes.  Having this 

detail for comparison gives us the proper information for a thorough eye examination.  We have always looked 

inside the eyes in order to detect the above conditions for comparison purposes and we will continue to do so.  

But there is just no way that this method of recording is as precise as an actual photo  

We charge a nominal fee of $39 to cover the costs of these photos.  This is in addition to the standard exam fee.   

Most insurance companies do not cover this fee as it extends beyond what they consider “standard care” for 

comprehensive vision exams. Dr. Neff believes this is an important and useful test and highly recommends it. 

Please be aware that this does not replace dilation but is a great way to photo document your ocular health.  

 

Yes.  I would like to have the retinal photos            No.  I decline the retinal photos.  

 

 

DILATION - Dilating drops are used to dilate or enlarge the pupils of the eye to allow Dr. Neff to get a better view 

of the inside of your eye.  It is best to have your eyes dilated in order to detect tears, holes or detachments of your 

retina.  Dilation also provides Dr. Neff with an opportunity to detect certain diseases that would otherwise be 

missed.  In some cases, such as with young children, dilation may be required to determine a proper prescription.  

Dilating drops frequently blur near vision for a length of time which varies from person to person and may make 

bright lights bothersome. It is not possible for the doctor to predict how much your vision will be affected. Because 

driving may be difficult for some immediately after dilation due to light sensitivity, you might want to make 

arrangements not to drive yourself. Dilation is included in the comprehensive vision exam fee. Most insurance 

companies require dilation to obtain a comprehensive eye exam. 

 

 I hereby authorize Dr. Neff and/or her designated to administer dilating eye drops if required.  

 

  

I refuse dilation.  I understand that without dilation or retinal fundus photography, serious eye diseases, 

such as diabetes, retinal detachment, or malignant tumors (which can result in blindness, loss of an eye,     

or death) could be present and not detected by the doctor. 

 

 

________________________________________________   _____________________  

Signature of Patient or Guardian          Date  



  


