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Real Estate Professionals Gather for Networking and 
Industry Updates at “Downtown Connections” Event 

 
San Diego (June 22, 2022) – The Commercial Real Estate Alliance of San Diego (CRASD) 
recently held its first event of the year at the Downtown San Diego Partnership on June 15 for a 
fun evening of networking and exclusive insights into commercial real estate. The sold-out 
event, “Downtown Connections” highlighted new developments in downtown San Diego with 
presentations from industry experts.   
 
CRASD President Chris Sohaey welcomed the 75 guests with an overview of the alliance’s 
mission to enhance opportunities for commercial agents to conduct their business successfully 
and be competitive. Presenters included Joshua Ohl with CoStar, Pasquale Ioele with Flocke & 
Avoyer, and Rebecca Rybczyk from the Downtown San Diego Partnership. Topics ranged from 
facts and figures of downtown commercial real estate, demographics, and development updates 
to the Horton Plaza Development project. Additionally, Councilmember Stephen Whitburn 
(District 3) attended to meet with constituents and discuss the city’s future plans for downtown. 
 
The event was successful in providing valuable updates for both new and seasoned commercial 
agents alike. Guests described the program as “well organized and professional,” and “time well 
spent to learn a lot of useful information on downtown.”   
 
CRASD, the commercial arm of the Greater San Diego Association of REALTORS® (SDAR), is 
one of only 34 commercial associations of REALTORS® in the nation. Agents interested in 
expanding into commercial real estate can take advantage of free CRASD membership for the 
duration of 2022 to help them build industry connections.  
 
“There are many exciting opportunities in the commercial sector for REALTORS® looking to 
expand their business and be a part of developments shaping the future of San Diego,” said 
SDAR CEO Michael Mercurio. “As our city continues to attract world class businesses, CRASD 
serves as a great resource for agents who may be looking into commercial real estate for the 
first time, but don’t know where to start. We help our members build up their professional 
network and promote programs and educational offerings that will help them be competitive and 
offer high-quality service to their clients.” 
 



 
 
Pictured: CRASD President, Chris Sohaey, welcomes guests to the “Downtown Connections” event on June 15 at the 
Downtown San Diego Partnership.  
 
To view the Downtown San Diego Commercial Update Presentation, click here.  
 
For more information about CRASD, visit www.crasd.com or call (858) 715-8000. 
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The Greater San Diego Association of REALTORS® is the largest trade association in San Diego County and one of 
the largest local REALTOR® associations in California. We help our members, who adhere to a code of ethics and 
professional standards, sell more homes. We also help people realize the dream of home ownership, and we are 
dedicated to protecting private property rights. You can follow SDAR on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and LinkedIn. 


